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This PDF you are browsing is in a series of several scanned documents containing the 
collation of all research material of Prof. Kul Bhushan Mohtra ji.Mohtra ji is currently the 
State Incharge Library and Documentation Department, J&K BJP Headquarters, Nanaji 
Deshmukh Library..This material was gathered while he was working on his multiple books 
on J&K History. AIl this rare material is now offered to the Community freely. 

CV: 

Kul Bhushan Mohtra was born on 9th Sep, 1957 in a village Amuwala in Kathua district. 


Matric from BOSE, Jammu and Adeeb from AMU. Has been awarded Honorary Professor 
by School of Liberal Art & Languages, Shobhit University, Gangoh, Distt. Saharanpur, U.P. 


Director General, Raja Ram Mohan Roy Library Foundation nominated him as his nominee 
in the Committee for purchasing of Books for UT Jammu & Kashmir. Incharge of Nanaji 


Deshmukh Library & Documentation Department at BJP state HQ in J&K. 


Actively engaged in political, social, charitable and religious activities. Always striving to 
serve the poor and downtrodden of the society. 


Main works- 

A saga of Sacrifices: Praja Parishad Movement in J&K 

100 Documents: A reference book J&K, Mission Accomplished 

A Compendium of Icons of Jammu & Kashmir & our Inspiration (English) 


Jammu Kashmir ki Sangarsh Gatha (Hindi) 


Scanning and upload by eGangotri Foundation. 
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strength in party 


"The Times of India? News Service 


NEW DELHI, March 20:  The|le: pt y 
| Kashmir Chief Minister, Mr, G. "n ug AS AUS 


Wry 
role has 

‘never been an easy one in re- 
f lcent years in West Bengal and 


ASULy Benches ‘Mr, Dhavan has not made it} 


“The Times of India” News vA M YA pi | Jany easier for himself by some} 


| j 


: 4 1 
vof the things he has said and | 
done. But the controversy he | 

| 


1 March 25: The Speaker, | rural areas. ¿a Mt ADO 
ya alas had to pull up the| There were a number of supplemen- | 


] c i i ie sti ing the| |} 'oked in Parliament} | e. | ; 

| Treasury Benches thrice today in the | taries to a question concerning e has provo | Sadiq, said on) acrival Bee tant ds [m y lei 

‘Legislative Assembly during question | fire early last month in the rosin fac ( land outside will have served a | he proposed to AS eae t ems "is G a ent e 
| yan on .the basis o 


ys ne stage he said: “I am|tory near here. . i > | 
a pute at a with this attitude| The Minister for Industries said tho | 


" Government." total loss of machinery, stocks and 
EN the equipment caused by the fire was 


useful purpose if it focuses at-| |jins-of the State Congress Legislatuse | The Chief Mini -campromíses. — | 
: :de B Party e ; ; cop cf Minister said that he did | 
tention on the need to provide | | pa” {0 {est-his_sirength_in the pasty. | call a meeting of the Congress Legis- | 


€ : "| would face the Stat é i 
Governors with some kind of| only if he won a tale ucla e a hone nce O o 


Te | ] Speake ade the remark as : ton | 1 
f ) The Speaker made 25 | worth over Rs. 3,10,000. But since the ; Á > ipia I a 24-hour notic sap re 
[eae [come poris were Nd ite 6 material : was covered by insurance, rules for dealing with. difficult | ae UE The espe Ib all membe ANTI ha mabe 
j |the House when quest g 91 the loss to the Government would be situations. Neither the provi- any case, would have to be recon-|tion to callin 6 4 "| 
| thei : 3 AS À k S S. ene : to calling another 
1 [ur da CS bear the [E negligible. The Y ae was sions of the Constitution nor pes before March..3l to—pass— the REL all MLAs to be ee ee 
jJ uos Qu Wi e burnt was old. A modera plant was : ma ae 4 ed when exactl t. | 
i “answering questions and supplemen- | ves, installed. The installation was} | the conventions that have been Pl to reporters, the Chief Min- | be held, he EM would m 
t | taries. .. [expected to take four to six months. built up during. the past two Er el he still command- | as those who are here march backs y 
EM o os CAUSE OF FIRE | decades afford them any clear | major expresada cidos mv de temi ty itl o 
4 ¡le " L . 4 ls 3 ihi ZA 2 Se e e H 
jm the Chief Minister. Most questions RE yf penc ans ‘guidance, Should they, AE ya 15a. foc uould step down o. pae. tbe vote of contdence tea IR party" 5 
| : 1 rtments. inister said the fire was ap l s i by |; Yator-the-election~of-a~newleader. With Mr. Sadiq’ ivi ie 
| pertained io: abate caused by a short-circuit, A commit- | tance, be-guided . enürey. y || He, however, expressed anguish over | is set tor indi ks YAA Lie EMI 


alks tomorrow on |. 
crisis in Kashmir | 


3 fi 5 a g mem- com s ze Tinic. || 
AA AME, tec headed by the Jammu divisional the advice of the Chief Minis | the fact that the nhenamenon.of de-| how the present 
¡Jections had now. been..extended to |can be resolved. Mrs. Gandhi and | 


irc yi the Industries Minister, Te- ead i 
mers when Alesón, Said he was not commissioner had been set up to ter in the matter of summon- 


B5 

I plying to a s he f : : | Jammu—and_Kashmi 

Isatisfied with the answer he had re-|look into the causes of the firc. : the leeisla-||229mu-and-Kashmir. He could not} her other senior | 
Peres his secretariat. Therefore, renee was no scheme to shift the se he d Ner. SO be papi ved Some MAS who were ya not favour a Saree n ad 
ihe would not read it out. This ques- | plant. ae : : im tll recently-had gone-over|but they cannot ign 2 LE 
tion, tabled by Mr, Prem Nath Dogra| The Revenue Minister, Mr. M. N. || |‘yes’ according to Dr.. Gopala ||to-the- dissident camp, by 32 MLAs for Her remodels TR 


: iddiai i : Mr. Sadiq ruled ; 
IS Peer Yahya Siddiqi of the Kaul, said, that the Government was E ar | iq ruled out any rapproche- 
abe N). related to thes financial | committed to ending landlordism. | Reddy, the Governor den [ment between him—and—the dat Sadia soon 
condition of public sector industries. Replying to the debate on thc de- Pradesh and DO-/aCCOIQIDB VOR oi » q. 

7 NOTHING TO HIDE mand for grants pertaining to his | Mr. Dharma Vira, the former || Vc nece cti s pia 


departments, he declared that Gov- | EURO. x Sengal, (a hus 
| The resentment cut, across party |ernment would not hesitate to pro-| Governor of West Bengal. 
“¡lines and several members got up in 


A O o 
5 mulgate an ordinance to check the |. Each has had to decide the Hi p 
"Ws s A their seats, One of them' was heard to. his oun | 1 mess 1S a 


to seek 
Can 
cont ence “Yote 


Continued from page 1, column 2 | 


MÀ 


— 


Chief Minister. Although they have 


{not yet decided who should succeed i 


landlords’ attempts to parcel out their || issue. according 
i saying that the Government wanted 


holdings or evict tenants to frustrate || : . oz 
f !to conceal the miserable condition of understanding of the legal 
— the public sector enterprises. , The 
y | Minister. denied that he wanted to 
o {conceal any information. 


land reforms. a i ` : 
The Revenue Minister announced limits of his authority, and 
¿a Later, legislators repeatedly asked 
| ¡the Minister concerned why there was 


i o 
li te g hi 3 
the Government's decision to give 10 though it is ironical that a de- | O o a 1 
tenants pass books, containing all par- cision which has come under Nes, .28 Y. 1^ “lo, 
"| discrimination in the quality and 
- | quantity of rations between urban and 


— Mr. Sadiq if a change becomes in- | 
(evitable, most of them will want Mr. 
< [Qasim to shoulder the responsibility of 


| running, the administration. Mr. 


I 
f 


ticulars about thcir holdings. The ets tie National f 
target for consolidation of land hold- sharper criticism. than. any, Mr Sadiq s puso MET 
inge in the next five years had been other has been _taken | by. Aa ¡recent activities and speeches off 


fixed at 1.39 lakhs acres "ja seat can be found for him inf 


; i i fF g|Sheikh Abdullah and w d es z ! 
Governor, who is himself a th e and whether either of the two Houses. He had f 
5 E Vs ere was an ossibil m ee 3 = 
ae. y lawyer by training and profes- understanding with ed B "- ignem from iv A AN 
> è : YA sion, it underlines the peculiar He said these speeches were} last year. i | 


oT: ' } A zi = 5 . : Cas k ~ s 
E ms E von. : |difticalties of finding the right not conducive to an exact apprai- is Ihe name of Mr.  Shamsuddin, 


- sal of his mental processes. That! Speaker of the State Assembly, has f 
answers to such questions. t|was because he often conveyed | BA aa con 


5 t ThE en 2rd vir à candidate, but this docs not seem 

that Mr. Chavan 1s thinking of EE he very edifice which he} acceptable to the Central leaders. 

1 : Am f aad so painstakingly tried to} {They would like f M 

framing suitable guidelines Jor build” Mr would ones of Mr. 

^ Q: stą / x ce f 

Governors. The subject came A recent instance was the State” fn administrative and organisational | l 
up at the Governors confer- People's Convention where he! 
SENE projected himself to two contrary | 


Oi ‘fields to take over as Chief Minister. i | 
i Can sc: i ‘ | 
ence in December last ye: roles. On the one hand, he gave | Mrs. Gandhi and other ruling Con: BB 


is, therefore, all to the good the impression of himself “demo-, 


This, however, does not mean that | 


when many of them were re- proof of his being a secular-min- | gress leaders have given up hope of | 
ported to have asked for a meu d e on the other, he} ^^ reconciliation between Mr. Sadiq | 
za made pronouncements in excite-|. hnd Mr. Qasim. These efforts will a 


i iti f their SE ; Š 
more- precise definition E on n which served to undo that! made during the Chief Minister's stay | 
powers. There 1s no mage. n the Capital. Mr. Qasim is also here 
why a Governor should not be nd the poss" of the two being 

o $ is W nt rought face to face to sort out their 
given, along with his ama t ELTE Ik ifferences is not ruled out. The ques- |. 
of appointment, an instrument rger talks | Hon of electing a new leader will arise | 
'of instructions. defining the) Jammu, July 27 (PTD—The | f these efforts fail once again. Both | 
broad scope of His = authority eader of the National Conference m" 


"ETA 


Bakshi denies 


aie, RU e Mrs. Gandhi and Mr. Chavan made ii 
A arly, kshi Ghulam — Moham- [| Ansuccessful attempts in the past toj 
and also laying down rules for nad, has denied that he discussed || patch up the differences [p 
‘ dealing. with. particular—-situa- ie question of his Party’s mer- I two Kashmir leaders, Informe 


| «tions. This used to be the prac- ho Mrs Gandhi's recent visit to 
\ tice under. the. British. Though ['ashmir. 


z: A d He told a Press conference on || 
there was some discussion INI gay that the idea of such al 


- |the Constituent Assembly-whe- | orger was “good” but it should 
| ther or not it should be retain- |) advanced by Mrs Gandhi her- | 
B ed in some form or.other. after Haas 3 Í 
YA zem AS : He said his party had made an | 
independence, it was given UD|ier of co-operation only to Mrs | 
for reasons which have. never andhi, he never made such an 


E fer to Mr G. M. Sadi 
| been- very. clear. nef Minister Ya cs 


cas necessi for | He criticised the State Govern- 
E l saving thi Es ok na {ent for “imposing restrictions |. 
YEVIVIN IS 1 holding of public meetings in| - 


: AN > TEE ; E t | : 4ongosd 4l valley.” | 
. AN €i Hor repor S — BIUUGULIUT di five MLAs who had joined | 
issi¢ent group. If this happens, | 


Hindustan Times Correspondent and counter-claims were being d cau!" Sadiq will be in a iti 

New Delhi, March 16—Governor | made by both sides, P secure majority again in the legia ree 
Bhagwan Sahay of Jammu and| The Governor will send another | A] Dat party. : E MS UU 
Kashmir is understood to have re- | report to the President in a few mor Thirty „dissident MLAs 


believe that Mr. Sadiq’s a ü 
gence” was largely responsible be jh, 
failure of the unity efforts, f 
Mr. Qasim had even agreed ic take 
UP the general seerctaryship of the} 1. 
ulin, Congress at the Centre in res- || 
nse9 a request from Mrs. Gandhi 
ind Mr.Jagjiyan Ram. His only cond: 
tión was har iq_shonld_make | 
iments—in-tho--PEG-s0 | | 


= 


Satiq and his sup- a 


g IO win over at least) 


Lr 


1 they were in thu Capital to 
‘suade the Congress High Com- 
nd to help them choose a new 


ported to President Giri that ihe | days after the situation crystalli- ch, tider. Thef said Mr Sad ha Mr. Jagjivan R Mr 
Political situation Merc was ees y Je} é led. to $ ee i we on Bt arher Central WA i 
pr 1 6 d de 


“fluid” following deser.ions—from- 
Chief. Minis.er-Sadiq's camp. 


With 32 Congress MLAs—repre- 


m, to 
senting the majority of the ruling | Pri 5 


shanga i E 
: ed V'anz--im lezdership—Renorts - 
> ingle ialist mamme had gency last night “that five of thae 
! e 


f 
ito give a. stable. 


In his report he is said to have | Congress strength of 61—already |“ yar _administra- | Yea ,redefected to x 
briefly explained the circumstan- |in Delhi, the Central leaders are ae Wit auot io the State deipitethe fact| concl@Sietese were categorical’ - xb nN, 
ces in which he prorogued the As- | thinking of making another at- | wo 03 onbrun asim had provided him | leadership Aesmbers concer, dii 
sembly on the advice of the Chief | tempt to bring about a rap- | cor i anti-India 1j 


y M opportuni loo by rasia 
Ps o^ sunys ie trom me As idis, 

1 though they did not s 
ANC CUSD so, the MLAs arg 1 
our Mr Qasin 


Minister. This has a reference to | prochement between the two 1 
the State's own Construction under | groups—one led by Mr Sadig and 
which the Governor is to be guid- | the other by Mir Qasim. At the | or - 
ed in summoning and prorogation | moment, the thinking is against | to. 
of the Assembly by the Chief Mi- | imposition of President's rule and Sa the next few 
ister. M is Hie ihat, M: Sadiq will ¡yor & 2 be President Siri, 

n z 5 e persuaded not io make  anv e e e E AA 
EN x zm di Governors reported as- | such recommendation to the Gov- = t Pul Moms 

au ent, erosion had taken place | ernor, ev a Bi CRANE 
e Chief Minister's following | ~~~ A Speaking to newsmen, mutu 9 leader. E 
Zongress legislature party The dissident Congress MLAs| Mohammad Syed, former ' Deput They said that th 

not come to any-do- | today asserted that ‘here was no | Minister and Mr Manohar Nath mand shoul 


sime ground for imposition oof ari Pes AIh UREN? BBP, DNA be 


Times Correspondent 
March 18—The 
are understood to 
Kashmir Chief Mi- 
aig, whose. Jeader- 
3 ‘been’ challenged by the 
dissidents in his party, against 
Sm upending dissolution .of the 
N Assembly to the Governor. 
He is also reported to have been 
advised to convene the Assembly 
for passage of the State's budget 
before March 31 to avoid Presi- 
dents Rule, 


Today, | Prime Minister Indira 
|Gsndhi Home Minister Y. B. 
Chavan, Railway Minister G. L. 
Nanda and Tourism Minister 
Karan Singh, among others, gave 

the 31 dissident Congress MLAs 
Ja patient hearing, While appeal- 
ing to them to reconsider their 
‘decision to seek a change of 
“leadership they have been cauti- 
;ous not to give the impression 
hat they would come in the way 
“of democratic expression of their 
choice by Congressmen. 


Meeting questioned 


The dissidents have rejected 
¿the call for a meeting of the 
legislature party in Jammu given 
by the Chief Whip, In a telegram 
pio, him. ey have said the Chief 

nister had no "locus standi" to 
E. cal any such n eni andi no 

cancellation of the notice, they 
have threatened that they would 
meet in Delhi and formally pass 
fa vote of no-confidence against 
pux Sadig. “You will be respon- 


" 


UT oe 


ATAR 


sible for the constitutional crisis, satisfy the genuine aspirations of 
that will follow, A clear majority | the people and to implement tne the Legislature Party and super- 
they  had| vise tae election of the new 


oi the Assembly 


hold the election of the new lea- 


ver in Delhi or Jammu. 


After today's meeting, the dis- 
sident leaders were “satisfied 
with the reaction of the Central 
leaders to their demand for 
change of party leadership. They 
said none of the Central leaders 
had tried to bring pressure on 
them to change their resolve, the 
statement ‘said. 


Stand explained 


They were asked certain ques- 
tions—whether - the conflict was 
of policies. or personalities, and 


members pre-| socialist programme, 
sent in Delhi ave declared with-| come to the conclusion that the 
drawal of support from Mr Sadia.” | Government required 
They are requesting the AICC to] diate change. 

They said the root cause of the} among pt : 
der in the presence of its obser- | conílict was the manner and me-| determined to char 
‘hod of implementing 


“| Frustration on the socio-economic 
front would lead people in wrong 
channels of extreme 
ism. 


to check instability that the policy 
of 


wa 


an imme- 
political 


communal- so 
They were demanding change 


drift had brought about. “We 


Majority decision 


The third assumption was  er- 


Whether. change . of... leadership roneously based on the impression 
vould not iniraduce an element} that a game of toppling and de- 


of instability in the berder—State. 


They w à x fections was also being. 
ey were also asked even byfin Kashmir. The impression was| eight Congress legislators affirmed 


played| 3 


change of leadership, the legisla- based on the fact that only 35 of| ton 


ture party apparently being the 61 MLAs were demanding a ship of the Siate Chief Minister, concerned 
evenly balanced may continue to| change of leadership. They said Mr G. M. Sadiq. The argument was that if thel 
keep the Government unstable. about a dozen Ministers  were| Out of the total number of 83 House could be prorogued or dis- 


While these points were  an-| bound to side with the Chief ) 
swered by the dissidents in the} Minister. The remaining 14 or 15} four who are not in town, have 5 of the House was lost, “it would 
given their consent telegraphically. be like hanging the sword of 


This information was given to 


presence of the leaders, they ex-| MLAs, when called upon to ex- 
plained them later in a  Press| press their opinion, would surely 
statement, They said after cooly| endorse the majority decision. "It| newsmen by Finance Minister G. L 
considering the political situation,| will finally be established that] Dogra after a two-hour meeting of 
the manner in which the State) not more than 8 or > A 
administration had come to al who are really responsible —for| held in the meeting hall adjoining 
and the frustra-| the situation, will resist consoli- the 
Mr Dogra said of the 48 legisla- 
“come when the!) tors, 26 were MLAs. 


"grinding halt,” 


tion that had developed because} dation of these forces, 
of the Government's “failure” to' the time has 


MI eee DATES ee 


i | Pro-Qasim MLAs 


a" 
Nm News Service V Mig. nl UT Whip of the legisia 


NEW DELHI March 18. 
Even as compromise formulae 
‘were being canvassed, the crisis in 
the Kashmir New Congress Party 
made no headway towards a solu- 
Ftion today: While the dissident 
leader, Mr Mir Qasim, remained 
closetted with his supporters, the 
¿Chief Minister. Mr G. M, Sadiq, :s 
¡expected here on Friday for talks 
;with the party High Command. 
Thirty-one dissident legislators 
l today met the Prime Minister when 
lthey are understood to have re- 
afirmed that a patchwork compro- 
imise would not work and a lasting 
solution would only be in the elee- 
ition of a new leader of the legisla- 
MS party. 


e their 
| Ganshi the Home 
Y. B. Cha wan and the Railway 
5s f Minister. Mr Gulzarila) Nanda, thes 


meetings with Mus 
Minister, Mr 


ire be TL to have made it know? 
that they had nothing to do with 
the meeting of the legislature party 
convened by Mr Sadiq in Jammu 
today. They sent a communication 


ture party to make it known that 
the meeting was illegal since the 
leader had. according to them, for- 
feited the confidence of the party. 
Mrs Gandhi was believed to have 
probed at her meeting with the dis- 
sident legislators for any kind of 2 
compromise formula. But she was 
told that the stage for a compro- 
mise was past, The legislators came 
away highly satisfled with their 
meeting with Mrs Gandhi. Mr 
Chavan was understood to have told 
hem that democratic processes 
would be allowed to run thei 
course 

One of the formulae being can- 
vassed today was that Mr Sadiq 
should be made to give 50 per cent 
epreseniation to the dissident group 
n his Cabinet with the major port- 
folios divided between the two 
rroups. In that scheme. Mr’ Qasim 
vould be restored to his original 
sosition of the President of the 
Pradesh Congress, which Mr Sadiq 
has so far refused to concede to 
him, 


> 


NEW DELHI, March 18. 


Mrs. Gandhi, Mr. Y. 


| Dia al di 


32 Kashmir MLAS seek permission to 
elect new leader 


'HIRTY-TWO Kashmir MLAs who 
are here met separately. today 
B. Chavan, Mr. 


G. L. Nanéa and Dr, Karan Singh 
snd sought their permission io elect a 
new leader m vie of the Chief 
Minister, Mr. M. Sadiq. 


They told them that Mr. Sadiq had 

fost the confidence of the majority: in 

State Congress Legis! 

and had no right to continue as Chief 

. Under his stewardship. 

3 ons in the State had gone from 
phad 10 worse 


rochement was now possible 
n Mr. Sadia and those opposed 
leaders The crisis would be 
ageravaied if the Central 
hip made any attempt o 


SChavan that in dera 
Pein leadership., «n 
were not revo 
ka 


The MLAs let «ir be known that no} 


They a ME Gandhi SA Mr. 


“The Times of India” News Service 


asked the AICC General Secretaries to 
talk to them and give him a list of 
the MLAs who actually wanted a 
change of leadership. 


Neither Mrs, Gandhi nor Mr. 
Chavan made any commitment to the 
visiting MLAs. They heard them 
patiently without giving any indication 
how the Centre proposed to resolve 
the deepening political crisis. Both 
were, however, perturbed at the deve- 
lonmer 

A final decision on the demand for 
the election of a new leader will be 
iaken by the Centre after Mrs. Gan- 
dhi, Mr. Jagiivan Ram and Mr. 
coil have explored the possibility 
fof bringing about a reconciliation 
Mi. dig; the dissident 
i asm. Mir Qasim's 
t there is absolute- 
of DS rapprochement 
de two Kashmir leaders. 
attention to the zart that 


He bad. even re- 


to recognise Mr. Qasim as 


10 people, | the 


We feel 


meet PM — 


Mr Qasim is expected to meet 
the Central leaders, including Mrs 
Gandhi and Mr Jagjivan Ram, to- 
morrow. He will be followed to the 
Capital by Mr Sadiq. It is only after 
the High Command has had assess- 
ments from both leaders that it will 
make known its decision. 


A statement signed by 31 dissi- 
dent legislators who are in Delhi, 
said that the Central leadership 
should call a meeting of the legis- 
lature party and supervise the) 
election. of the new leader. It 
made it clear that the disenchant-: 
ment with Mr Sadiq had started! 
after the “choice of colleagues 
which Mr Sadiq made iv 1967." 
This statement has strei.gthened 
here the belief that a radical re-| 
Organisation of the State Cabinet} 
might help towards a rapproche-| 
ment. But the other view was that| 
the situation had gone too far and} 
even Mr Qasim would not be able | 
to restrain his supporters from de-| 
manding the election of a new} 
leader, ] 


| 


i 
3 Ten of the Kashmir dissident MLAs with the Home Minister, Mr. Y. B. Chavan, in New Delhi on Wednesday: 
ER yay pphotogtaph. 


President of the PCC. In fact, he 
had been trying jbis best to eliminate 
Mr. Qasim's upporiers from key 
positions in fhe, organisation. 


D 
Their main complaint against the)” 


Chief Minister is that he had failed’ - 3 


to meet effecrively the challenge ofi 
the Piebiscite Front in Kashmir and 


the Jana Sangh in Jammu. He was v. 
“paralysing”, or 


largely responsible for 
the Congress Party in the State. | 


Knowledgeable sources feel that they 


Centre may not come in the way otf 


a 


majority in the legislature party. A 
real assessment of his strength is now) 
being made. 


Meanwhile the MLAs sent a 

tele- 
gram to Mr. Sadiq today questioning! 
his right to call a meeting of the 
Congress Legislature Party in Jammu 


today when a majority of the mem-) 
bers were away to Delhi. They asked} 


IMES THURSDAY MARCH 19 1970 


advised" again’ Assembly dissolution 
Central! lesdershia. Should cail KASHMIR 


leader.” 


The Central leaders" 
viously ts to n 


ship of the State. party. They are 
obviously giving the Chief Minister 
and socio-economic programme.) time to win back some of the dissi- 


dents and thus establish his majo- 
rity, if it is possible for him to do 


impression that they were in a 
hurry to concede the dissidents’ 
demand and had not given Mr Sadiq 
enough time. 

There is a move afoot to arrange 
want to take purposeful and posi-| a meeting of the dissidents with 
tive steps to consolidate healthy, | Mr 
secular, democratic and socialist| on 


i pprochement. 
forces.” about a rapprochement 


48 legislators 


State Congress leg 
present at tonight's 


— 


PROROGATION OF 
| Sin ARSEN Bl Mia en 


CONTRO ERSY IN 


From Our speciai nepresentative | 


JAMMU, Mar 18.—A controversy | 
attempt ob- Chee arisen on the Governor, Mr? 
1 Bnagwan Sahay's recent statement | 
that he was bound to accept the | 
advice of the Council of Ministers; 
in regard to the prorogation or 
dissolution of the legislature. 1 

A tormer Speaker of the! 
Assembiy, Mir Assadullah, said =- 
in a statement yesterday that the! 
State constitution provided tor} 
discretion in the matter of pro-| 
roging the legislature. 

The Mir said that while Section | 
53 of the constitution stipulated! 
that the Governor “shall” summon | 
the legislature, the word “may”! 
had been used in respect of pro- | 
rogation or dissolution of the | 
Assembly. Thus, argues the for- 
mer Speaker, while the advice of] 
the Council of Ministers was); 
mandatory in iE to the sum- | 
moning of the gislature, it was | 
| not so as far as EU prorogation or | 
dissolution of the Assembly wasi 


luce rethinking 
5 wao se om 
e tae leader- 


the dissid 


They would avoid giving the 


Sediq when he comes to Delhi 
Friday in a final bid to bring . 


affirm 


faith in CM’ 


(PTI)—Forty- 


ammu, March 18 


ight their full faith in the leader- 


Islators, 48 were 
meeting while 


solved even when the confidence 


Democles over legislators and per- 
petuation of minority. rule or 
dictatorship which js contrary to 
the spirit of parliamentary demo- 
cracy? 

Meanwhile, the Speaker of the 
Assembly, Mr Shamsuddin, has 
denied a report that he had pro- 
tested to the Governor about the 

m prorogation of the Assembly. He 
said.in a statement yesterday that 
he was well aware of the constitu- | 
sional provisions in | this regard. | 


Jammu and Kashmir lerislators 


Chief Minister's residence. 


bey 


him to cancel the meeting Sewise | E 
they would hold a meeting here and | 

pass a vote of no-confidence against | 
im 


a change in leadership once it is con- | 
vinced ihat Mr, Sadiq has lost thee, © 


^ 


Ans] 
^ VOA, ms e 


a 
FROM OUR SPECIAL 
a PEC ta Ge WAA 
i > : E LO decidi 2 HN pene Tuesday. Sved 
NE SLH d — Kashmir Congress rebels € tre » Mir Qasim, the dissident Congress 
O Mita Gandhi” for an immediate change of leader- {m (R) leader of Kashmir, abruptly 


Ni ter i iih Mrs Gandhi : : A ; 
Sapi apu ON ada, fae 39 ship in the Legislature Party. It, ¡arrived here tonight much to the 
5-Qasim legislators had reason is likely that they will take @? | surprise of his followers—the 32 
3M feel encouraged ey felt that neutral attitude on the factional | X legislators who have revolied 
[joy had at least driven home the quarrel and will not eee in mel [oon Mr ipd leadership, and 
: nx ASIA j "n of a democratic decision, ; |who have been campaign here 
Hint that a reassessment of the way | 9. inevit- |for two days now pressing the 


ER RU YI, Mor E 3uld that choice become 1 : 
adig Ministry's performance and shou A party high command to allow them 


i cn: itical situation in able. $ 
PIA PO ira readers Left to themselves, the Central to choose a new leader. 
" leaders would stil prefer an; = Mir Qasim went into confer- 


p was imperative. 


~The levislators would not divulge agreed settlement between the two! z mee with his associates imme- 


dr oe : snding leader: zadi d | diately, though it was z 

| te contents of their talks with the contending leaders, Mr Sadiq and | liately, though it was not known 

K'ontral enm But they  ap- Syed Mir Qasim, which would be | | whether he would accompany the 
i Y abilize Kash- ; | egislators' delegation tomorrow to 


l enred confident they had con- tne best solution to st | : n. : 
kaa ihe Hers thot Mr Sadiq Mirs internal politics. They have : | meet the Prime Minister at mid- 
(did not enjoy majority backing in also HERS endeavours 10, IRIS apa] \ day.» 
the Legislature Party. For the tion in the past, but it is now ap- ] | Y T - 1 
í est. Mrs Gandhi and Mr Chavan parent age tor cachete | Beg ere ven cate 
eid not -give their mind on the. M ME S FEE ase | ceded today though the High Com- 
Bec DESEE with Mr Sadıq. | mand had not obviously relished 
$ 1 - TÍ & 7 É | |4he dissidents’ manner of demon- 
we i | TALES WITH SADIQ | stration of the strength to force 
aee Jowev decision to resolve | | the issue. The delegation is also 
T A z However, no si rest | ssue. č s als 
e the crisis in the Kashmir Con- vo likely to meet Mr Chavan 
dia > gress Party (precipitated by ne - | tomorrow. 
go ; 32 MLAs withdrawing support | ) ; , m 
"m from Mr Sadia, leaving him with | as tne ere te dele UY 
B the backing of only 29 menaa “| Speaker of the State Assembly, 
a himself ang the Speaker ano, "inl | called on the President and urged 
| mE REIS Y Na passing the; ; | ied CS ino "Kashmir 
` | Budget) can be taken by the Con- |` í Assembly. They pointed out to 
; gress (R) High Command without | Mr Giri that Mr Sadia had lost 
" Y - consultation with Mr Sadiq. Mr} ‘his majority since 35 out of 61 
(C E Sadiq is due here on March 20.| ;nembers of the Congress Legisla- 
$ but Mr Vea Ram, ae gee’ vure Party Hag withdrawn their 
a iR) President, has suggeste a | support to him. 
he should advance the date of his | News coming from Jammu 
za y | visit. meanwhile indicates that Mr 
: Mr Sadiq has apparently a Sadiq has begun an offensive to 


two-fold plan to tide over the 
crisis: to make a major reshuffle 
of his Cabinet to give enough 
representation to the dissidents; 
r and to reconvene the Assembly, . . > 
ta ’ / promptly in order to pass the : à 
MA. : i budget, probably on March 24. A : 
& t : , Mr Sadiq’s lieutenants have al-, ^ 
WA ready conveyed these terms in 
1 M. their meetings with Mr Chavan | 
y and Mr Jagjivan Ram, j 


|. we Syed Mir Qasim, leader of the 

$ : dissidents, did not accompany the | 

3 deputationists to their meetings | - j 

e with the Prime Minister and the, O : 

à Union Home Minister today. He| res ul aoe T 
‘is likely to call on them separate- | Ry YA y 
‘ly and tell them his analysis of | “ON RY DL- - 


1 
T the current developments. 
$ i | WITH KARAN SINGH | : 
a | The $2-member legislators: aele | QUE ERO A 
b. 4 ‘gation also met Dr Karan ingh, | : CT NW } 
‘ i QUT SANE 


A 
a E 


«e Civil Aviation and Tourism Min-| 

* ister, in an effort to “neutralize” | 

4 Le ¡him since Dr Karan Singh is 

i | known to be averse to a change ; 

y ; ;in the Legislature Party leader- į A apre 

aa r | ship. | | 
- | During their talks with the | 

| Prime Minister and the Home; 

| Minister, the legislators led by: 

| Mufti Mohammed Saeed, who re- | 

Li signed from the State Cabinet re- |; 


| 
1 
y 
1 
D 
y 
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Mir Qasim Arrive | Rising Ran 
3 ! 5 J sj av E 
G In Delhi we hama nr i obey other; 
£ YA 


4 FROM OUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE But a designation is à different | | | 


bend the recalcitrant legislators ity”. In any case they h know that Mr Shakdher's | 
ai | . ` S4 
y 


.| They were also not taker 


+ for Mr Sadia’s visit to Del Not to be outdone, the private | 


7 Wut the MLAS in Delhi af egalitarianism, why not] 


sec 


Pox aA 209p E 4 
YA ax oe v 


: ; yes vy Bur OS 
W Rising Ranks 
VE IM 3 AA A 


e 


li 
| 
name may smell no sweeter. | 
matter altogether, às many. 


to his wishes. | AS, fI besides Mr, $. L. Shakdher and i 
Legislature Party has been Mr. B. N. Banerjee, can tell. 4 
at Jammu tomorrow MATO be secretaty-general 10 the 28 
“to prove that the disside Lok Sabha or the Rajya Sabha | 
no n he maioris not the same thing as being! 
is that “only a handful of Mere secretary to either of the > 
have turne hostile | and two august houses of parlia- p. 
been whisked Junior Miment. The promotion of Messrs | 
of the Jammu and KashmiiShakdher and Banerjee is as 
ernment, ME Mohammed Di well-deserved as any other be- | 
here today together with cause of their diligent services || 
Randhir DERE ENT ¿to the Lok Sabha and theg 
Wihtar Mizami, an MLA. Rajya Sabha. But the reason $ 
ES poo officially given for their eleva- | 
Hed. An extreme step ¢l LION is simplistic to the point ¡A 
EY cdi zd of being naive, Mr. Shakdher «1 
Of the Assembly, which the has been elected chairman of i$ 
mir Chief Minister is, empran international body known as yy 
enn under the Constitution the Association of Secretarica- & 

DISSIDENTS’ STANT General of Parliaments, this, in 
some strange way, is thought to 


The dissident leaders, Whave r ae S a P 
ciude Mufti Mohammad s have rendered his previous de- 
Minister who Vas. resignes signation of secretary to the Lok || 
the Cabinet, Mr Surendra| Sa ; P vk $n M 
iD CAS kee. Parra Sabha anomalous. And since | 
Mohammad Yaqub Bhat an the two houses of parliament | 
Bashir Ahmed, declared ¡are equal, his rank MN 
that they would not be cowe | j se al, d jane rh e t 
by Mr Sadiq's threats. have | een raised without an jj 
As for poner Sata M identical change in that of the] 
party meeting, they se KOC x : ERE 
pa not competent to call) Secretary to the Rajya Sabha. | 
mote "since he has lost the; Surely, the powers that be must į; 


j 
} 
| 


notice of it and could not ? 
| vent at Jammu by tomorro counterpart in the House of 


| noon. | Commons, from where parlia- | 
| news of an possible reshu mentary practice in this country |) 
| the Cabinet. The pat is borrowed, suffers no disabi- | 


| that some of the rebels mi y; P 
| accommodated in the Cabi lity though he has a singu- | 


| pacity the dissident group) larly unimpressive designation | 
e dissidents neade A le 3 | 
| Mohammad Syed said suct| —Clerk of the House J i 
„| were not apreptable to n Whatever the official | ex- 4 
more, for they now wa E A : SEP 
change of leadership of thi planation, the change in the de- | 
lature party, 23] dl signation of the two secreta-| 
learly, the crisis in thi rjes S i x 
A FA ries only underscores the truth; 
ened, though there were of an observation by the late YA 
after the pro-Sadiq men. h Mr. Nehru some years ago when / 1 
Mr Chavan and Mr Jagjiva | declared ef ll oo Gry va EN 
today that the legislature Ne declare ruefully: “It is | 
be ena ins ie impossible to meet a director | 
nis reply to a call-attentu In New Delhi; everybody here iN 
tion in the Lok Sabha todis a director-general”. Since |, ! 
Chavan had Himset ino nothing is more contagious than 
Also, the Congress (R) precedent, it Is reasonably cer- | 
commanda CRD CHE Mr tain that New Delhi wil' soon 4 
; | talks with him the Central be swarming with secretaries- | 
will decide how to resol general. Other changes in no- | 


e 

impasse. ak ; MA YA Í 
| Onh is own, the g menclature, if not in its sub- | 
| Chief Minister may offer istance, can also be expected. If) 
i 
| 
l 


Uo dendo resore no} there are too many secretaries- 
yas S . . . 5 4 
of the Cabinet by the in general their seniority Inter. Se, 

of some (Giesidents; and Tecan perhaps be determined by | 

the Jegistasuro. — PO allotting them two, three and; 
| His offer may be of a four stars as for army generals. | 
; reshuffle so as to give a m 4 PA wi 
| of satisfaction to the mis Ihe time may not be far when, 
But the changes are likel Chief secretaries in the states 


ff only aft { e ; P 
| come aff on y after Mr Baye tempted to demand the | 
nadas Fo prepare the esignation of secretary-in-chief. 


Chajiu Kam, who claims to Ege ofa 

^ sident of the PCC, is expe EOT x Qu S008 preter 
» reach here tomorrow. » manager-general to general: 
Mr Parmanand in his n manager. i a j "acta H 
with Mr Jagjivan Ram comi anag And, in the interests į 


| sent had been whisked awclerk-general? The possibiliti 

c whisl 7 ossibilities 

t Dr y - T E p 

he Qasim goup in "a fraw are inexhaustible as is human | 
t 


| manner." He conveyed to A y 

jivan Ram the Chief Mi vant A 
| confidence to win back the dissk ODO — BÀ 
ent legislators. According to Mn : 4 
Parmanand, Mr Jagjivan Rani 
i| assured him that “nothing wili be 
i| done without Mr Sadiq’s consent’ 
and that the situation would bq 
reviewed with the Chief Ministei? 
first. D 

UNI adds: Bakshi Ghulam) 
Mohammed also discussed thai 
Kashmir developments with MF 
Jagjivan Ram today. 


ed Gov- 
exnors' conference created more 
interest than is normally gene- 
rated by such get-togethers, 
first, Que to the President's 
dbiidue allusions to the pro- 
priety of the Bihar Governor, 
Mr R. D. Bhandare’s public 
>, pronouncements about some of 
EB his ministers and secondly be- 
ES cause of Mr Giri’s attempt to 
3 elucidate the governor's role as 
Wa “wise and sagacious counsel- 
| lor’. While the President men- 
T tioned no names or instances, 
ES it was more or less evident that 
the furore over the imposition 
Sof Central rule in Orissa and 
LS the High Court judgment relat- 
fing thereto were not absent 
from his thoughts. Mr Giri's 
reported statement that reliance 
on a convention without regard 


ground for reasonable doubt jrrespondent 
whether this desirable ideal has ho 17—The 
always been achieved and if and Kashmir 
governors have truly exercised |. Aa 
their discretion. Instances are when some 
unfortunately not lacking had not used 
where governors have seem-cepting the 
ed all too ready to fall ice. in pro- 
in line with a given view © 

or course of action, a practice * SOON 
which raises delicate issuesy Wr Sadiq 
particularly where the  State'hief Minister 
concerned is ruled by a party ot the agita. 
in opposition to that at the. had SE 
Centre. Mr Giris edmonition| itcm 
about the need for governors, B, Chavan 
promptly to report to him about, that the 
political initiatives to form gov-n accordance 
ernments is also valid. Some of of the Con- 
these difficulties could possibly à Kashmir." 
be minimised by the cell to be s 

set up soon to pool information | 


discussion on whether the Chief, ed to bring In line with the 


Minister was correct in advising 
the Governor on prorogation, say- 
ing that the Governor had no 
Option but to accept the advice. 


This brought the Home Minis- 
ter info a contentious ar ent 
with several members whether or 
not there was any contradiction 
between the Indian . Constitution 
and the Kashmir Constitution In 
the matter of advice on proroga- 


tion, Mr D, N. Patodia. (Swa), 
Mr Prakash Vir Shastri (BKD) 
and several others argued that 


under the Kashmir Constitution, 
it was obligatory for the Governor 
to accept the Chief Minister's ad- 


nder the Indian Constitit 
Some members felt the Kashmir 
Constitution needed to be amend- 


Indian 
Constitution. . 


Mr Chavan rejected the sug-| encourage the 


i fo amendment as un- 
gestion for amen An one 


essary. As fer as he v ) 
cerned, there was no contradic- 
tion between the two Constitu- 
tions. 

Mr Madhu Limeye (SSP) ag- 
reed with Mr Chavan, but argu- 
ed that other Articles of the 
Indian Constitution, nevertheless, 
yemained. Under one of these, the 
Centre was charged with ensur- 
ing that the States were run in 
a Constitutional manner. Wax. the 
Centre satisfied that the proroga- 
fion was constitutional, he asked. 


N 


Kashmir Governor's action 


reminded, was Home 
a dangerous period 
and he shouid not 
dangerous practica 
Governor acting as a 
rubber-stamp of the Centre. 
uments Were getting in 

SIWA Dum Sangh group leadc 
Atal Behari Vajpayee and a "nev 
Congress member from Kashmi 
Mr Inderjit Malhotra, pressed ic 
a discussion on the Kashmir deve 
lopments. Mr Piloo Mody (Swal 
said considering the political cli} 
mate in the country, such issuqj 
as were being raised must b! 
discussed in Parliament “as a las 
resort.” 

Speaker G. S. Dhillon did n 


Chaven, he 
Minister 8t 
in the country, 


of the 


about gubernatorial actions 
during periods of political un- 
certainty. 

Another subject informally 
discussed by ihe governors was 
the question of effecting eco- 


¡to the totality of the circum- 
|stances may be irrelevant and 
even misleading seems to be 
jan answer to the Orissa Chief 
Justice, Mr G. K. Misra's critic- 
ism of the State Governor, Mr 


EE B. D. JatH for not honouring nomies in Raj Bhavan expen- 
E the convention prevalent in .diiure. Since the larger portions 


> maintained 
for visiting 
consensus 
s very little scope 
While this ls sub- 
true, there would 
o be some possibility of © 


of Raj Bhavans a 
houses 


Britain of calling on the lender 
of the opposition to form the 
ministry. In the Orissa c 
BS hc 


EX however, the Governor clearly 
| erred in our judgment. 


n 
tue 


was 


a 


stantially 


seem 


BE contention that a governor, in reducing the trappings of gov- Ye 
> T n A m ia- 
Bethe discharge of his respon- ernorship. The need for ADCs RS 
1 sibilities under the Constitution, who perform a more or less ur 
t functions "in a certain anony- decorative function could, for } 
7 1 and does not make the instance, be questioned, While D. 
h tess and the publie platform pruning on these fronts might ya 
is forum. But perhaps of more not result in any substantial E 
ignificance is the President's saving to the exchequer, it 
C pt of a governor whe by might well have symbolic sig- h- 
standi tsic the clash of nificance in reducing conspicu- p- 
ical parties, is expected to ous and avoidable pomp un- A 
judge nd problems en- related to national realities, 2 
OL AR A a x 


tof the House. Consultation with inter- 
B ested groups was an integral part of 
the modern democratic apparatus. It 
: was useful to consult organised groups 
y E 2 jand interests in a plural society. 

? | He recommended that appropriate 
X : ¡| legislation and surveillance be devised 
$ , - *|to regulate the lobbying methods. The 
i ; 7 system of — elaborate control and 
licensing and the fertility of the legis- 
lative process had given rise to a 
jungle of liaison and lobbying methods. 
E | All forms of lobbying were in vogue 
: in India. Though they were quite 
legitimate, a sinister import scemed 
: ta attack to the use of the word 

4 > lobby. 

Regarding promulgation of ordi- 
nances, Dr. Singhvi was of the view 
that the President should himself be 
satisfied regarding the circumstances 
which rendered it necessary for him to 
resort to ordinance making. 

E A Dr. Singhvi pleaded for greater 
freedom of vote for M.Ps, There was 

į need to move in the direction of 

TX į relaxing the rigours of parliamentary 

\ | voting system and to abandon the 

d e | outmoded principles of each vote 
involving the question of confidence 

> ; | in the Council of Ministers. Though 


| 
} 


— 


i party discipline was indispensable in 


sy was v LA P 
A A RR 


rare 
ja 
» d 
24 


2 be releniless and pervasive. 


"IDEA BANK" 

4 He saw the need for starting “a 
Ateserve bank of legislation ideas" in 
the form of a standing committee 
C comprising all parties for both 
_, Houses of Parliament. Such a com- 
nittee could extricate a bulk of the 
egislative process from the incubus of 
pointless partisan. considerations. He 
as not suggesting the constitution of 
uch a standing committee as a substi- 
Stute for select committees and joint 
select committees, which in any case 
would be needed, but a system by 
— which the experience and the conclu- 
‘sions of other committees of Parlia- 
ment as well as non-parliamentary 
sources which come up with legislative 
ideas from time to time could be 
Jutilised. 
| He pointed out that such a com- 
— mittee could ensure 


Park pe 


tat 


; TS 


ya. 


; been a 
iference of the -¢ 
ae legislative bracheti of 1 


DX ho parliamentary system it need not |: 


was necessary 10 have a legislation 
committee of the Cabinet, The Cabinet 
at the moment had the time, the 
patience or the inclination to con- 


a review of 
ng process, 
itary set-up 


taff Reporter 


sider the principles of a Bill much less , 
its detailed provisions. There was only | 


bilateral consultation between the 
Ministry. which sponsored a Bill and 
Law Ministry in which the same way 
às between a client and counsel, What 
was lacking, therefore, was super- 
vision by the Cabinet or on 
of the Cabinet. 

He said: that Parliament 
specially review the work of the Com- 
mittee on Subordinate Legislation, In 


his opinion the committee had failed | 
to fulfil its pivotal function because | 


it lacked — continuity, expertise and 
staf. 

In order to avoid duplication and 
divergence between the two Houses 


of the Parliament it was necessary to 
have a joint committee on subordi- 
nate legislation. 


He also recommended the appoint: | 


ment of a Speaker's Counsel as in 
Britain. The Counsel could assist and 


behalf * 
should ; 


advise the joint committee on subordi- |- 


nate legislation. He could also 
its utilisation of services of 
lawyers, and retired judges as consul- 
tants, 

The procedures relating to private 
members’ Bills and resolutions also 
would have to be considered. — Such ! 
Bills were not taken seriously enough | 
and were generally fated to lapse. `; 

Legislatures seldom — reviewed the! 
Socio-economic impact of enactments. | 
The “yawning gulf between the law! 
and the practice, particularly in the! 
field of reformative and ameliorative | 
social legislation, emphasises the need | 
for constant review | 


help 


The legislature must keep its ears close | 
to the ground.” : 


jurists, į 


and evaluation. | 


x 


giized by eGangotri |. 


Mr Nath Pai (PSP) pleaded | permit any further discussion ad 
that nobody wished to score A| though he said personally, Jd 
politica] polnt in the matter. The | also viewed these C dara 
issue involve as whether “anj with great concern. ,He said i 
nvisible nibblit at the Constl-| had permitted today's discussi pas 
tution was to be permitted. Mr | because he himself had certaa | 

doubts in the matter. E 
== The matter was raised earlle $i 
through a call-attention noti 


tabled by Mr Hem Bawa SP) 
and others. Replying, Mr Chava 
said that according to a 
from the State Government, 
order of prorogation was neces- 
sitated by the agitation in Jammu 
“which has seriously . affected 
the proceedings.of tho legislature. } 
Sadiq's. position , 

The Home Minister sald the 
Congress Party continued to have 
an overwhelming majority in the 
Assembly. “There are, however 
` |some controversies regarding thpj 

lextent of support enjoyed by- thing 
| Council of Ministers in the AÉ 


estat, 


I 


But Mr Chavan's answers ing 
the questions that followed webi 

/ | brief. For instance, Mr Barua as] $ 

4 ed whether the Centre would a 

| Mr Sadiq to step down in favoM| 

| of--.Mr- Mir —Qasim. Mr Chav;4 
sald the Centre could 
any such advice. 


|ly would be convened before t E 


} 

T 

To Mr E. K. Nayanar (Cp3n 

who asked why the Centre waf 
siding with the minority Sad | 
| Ministry, the Home Minister ris| 
plied: “The Centre is not sid 
with anybody." 


Similarly, IN 
- | told Mr Hard Ü | 1 


j i ayal Devgun (JS) Ki 
did not think “wa can discutd 
| whether what the Chie? Minister), 
did-was right or. wrong.” V 
But Mr Chavan was stung by) 
the dig Mr Prakash Vir Shastri $ 
j had at the Centre. The BKD 
Ns member said it had been the 
Centre's attitude to identify Kash- Mf 
mir with some individuals: first it M 
was Sheikh Abdullah then Bakshi |p 
: _ | Ghulam- Mohammed and, now,- it lf 
; : ; ; was-Mr.Sadiq. He said the Cen- 
tro should not protect the Sadia 
Government which. had lost. maj- Mb 
: oritv.in-the-House. and impose ff 
President's rule in. Kashmir. 
Mr Chavan said it was not a 
fact that the Centre had been sup- 
porting only individuals in Kash- 
mir. The Central Government 
S ¡had-been extending only indivi- 
| duals in Kashmir The Central 
Government had been extending Á D 
and seeking co-operation of the | ij 
Government-in—-Kashmir. At pre. PY) 
56 | sent, this was being done with T 
| State Government headed by Mr ps 
- I Sadia: Mr Sadiq as an individual MA 
: was not the consideration. EH 
(S Mrs Yoshoda Redd (Cong-O) E 
of State 


Lie 


y | 
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| Was 


- ; s wA 5 today charged Minister 
i i for Home Affairs 
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di By RAJENDRA SAREEN 


$ 
1 "TES decline in the fortune of pariy offices all over the State. 
| the Congress, though inevit- The flood of resolutions irom ^ vario- 
¡ able due to reasons for most part us places expressing lack of con- 
E beyond iis control need not have idence in Mir Qasim was cer- 
been so rapid vor so pronounced, tainly ably organised. 

were it' not for its extemporancous And what sparked all this frenzy? 


! Perils of extempore 
au 


dE A n a fev 35, 1969 . 
Problems Of Minority Government — 
| By DILIP MUKERJEE 


ONDAY, November 17, will be ¡sitioned by Mrs. Gandhi and her | ran Singh, the BXD chief, and Mr. 
a landmark in India's parlia-|friends should help to draw the|S. M. Joshi, former Chairman of 
mentary history. For the first time | dividing lines more clearly. If it the SSP. 
in the twenty years since Indepen- | reveals—as expected—a decisive The no-confidence motion com- 
dence, the Government will cease | majority for Mrs. Gandhi at thé|:no up on November 17 is there- | 
o have an absolute majority. The | organisational level as well, tho | fore as good as lost already. But | 


4 . y J ~ side. H t b 
[oureome of ay vote will no longer besite On plaguing the undecided the motion Mr. S. N. , Dwivedy, | functioning both politically and ad- Obviously during nis visit to Delhi A 
‘depend on a directive issued by the | may become easier to overcome. [the PSP leader, is bringing up to minisiratively. a few days earlier Mir Qasim had 


ly relented and agreed to abide 


But some may prefer to wait till | discuss Mr. Jagjivan Ram's tax The tragedy is that the party is fin 


‘ruling party's chief whip; it will 


have to be negotiated through |the meeting of the Ahmedabad defaults may prove a bigge not even aware of the importance by the advice of the central leaders 
'inter-party consultations on each | session called by the Syndicate, in | headache for Mrs. Gandhi. Fortu- of sustained and systematic staff to withdraw his resignation and re- 
occasion. line wiih the Ker ee ies nately for the Government, the ] Meo to ante RSEN from recurring sume an active role in the affairs 
; f A sity of Congressmen for keeping :" OR 1 M | arrassments which are largely of the State Congress. The thing 
_ This new situation alarms ali : £ | political context in which Mr. | responsible for eroding its political which the Congress High C and 
eir options open. Dwivedy u H : which the Congress High Commanc 
‘great many people in Parliament t F : i iet SMUT M M R strength. must ponder is whether this kina | 
‘and outside. Several political pundits |, But even during this period of | will make it easy to avoid an ad- | Gn ihe Gorras RNC Ge artt to ie PINE alvus 
have voiced gloomy forebodings | transition, Mrs, Gandhi need have | verse vote. But it is Beige | the Prime Minister has recently permissible. j TU T EN 
(somo suggesting that Mrs. Gandhi no serious worries because she is ux e gu ui always | So taken steps to streamline her per- Mr Sadiq cannot have forgotten YA 
“will be obliged, in the absence of {starting off with the firm support | in ulgent. In more NOTUR HE sonal secretariat to enable her io that some six years back when he | 
‘an automatic majority, to resort | of a large number of MPs, Assum- | cumstances they may even find it | keep problems in focus, the en- was bemg groomed for the ofice 
to horse-trading to stay in office. | ing defections on sometime dus the | difficult to abstain from voting. | A dae gem A oe amoug he holds now, those very persons 
¡She will, it is feared, have to pay |scale Mr. S. N. Mishra forecasts, oliticians and bureaucrats are who are at present acting in his 
y : a she will have about 200 on her TOUCHY | frankly averse to any institutional- name nad spared no effort to queer 


X ised re-alignment of functions, lest ite for him. Mr Sadiq was ! 
side, or almost forty per cent. of ised re-allg ons, lesb the pitch for him. Mr Sadiq was | 
» 3 : s ER 2| this ve ] f qv x NEW CAI * 

These fears, deriving from the the total strength of the Lok Sabha. | . Quite clearly, Mrs. Gandhi in her | . M ee ved Eelen ai IDEE jealously then lampooned as a crypt Commu- 

xperience of coalitions in. the States | [t is unrealistic, therefore, to draw | new role as the head of a minority |. "jp, Spneres or miuence, nist even as Mir Qasim is cur- | 
¿experience of coalitions A ; : : Gov t will have to handle | ,1t 15 not for nothing that the rently derided for obstructing the f 
‘cannot be lightly brushed aside.|a parallel between her situation | Government will nave to nanc s | British Conservative Party spends “liberlisation” policy | 
| Even so, the assumption that events and that of unstable coalition Go- d p yani ey in thé | approximately £700,000 annually on Mr v p = gentleman Mm | 
lare bound to take this unfortunate | Vernments in States led by parties | future. e will have to tempo- y Ms Political Investigation and Re- politics. But some of those wha 


| : i intrinsi ; weak iti rise, as she did on the  Czecho- | search and Referer Depar 1 
; v. s absolute | in. an intrinsically weak position , : i and Reference Departments swear by ai are not ite 
Faajority. unwarranted ne adit such as the CP (M) in West Ben. | slovak issue. Even though she pesi and so does the Labour Party spend "pe et E^ thelr nhs quu 
tion of parliamentary democracy; | gal holding only twenty-eight per eventually brought Mr. Desai round || Bo aee Substantial amount, Pot- “rhe question is that even if Mr 
Governments have ruled long, and | cent. of the seats, The ncarest|to accepting a resolution | which |) teli business and the sadiq gets carried away by the | = 
with reasonably good results, with- | parallel to the power equation | Stopped short of condemning the || its ‘peril ris Piaget L ab professions of loyalty by his new f 
out the benéfit of readymade and|emerging in Parliament is that j Soviet Union, and put it through pertise for Proper handling or Gig Pound supporters, can the Congres: 
instant support. In India, however, | Which enabled Mr. E. M. S. Nam: | the. House on the, strength of a affairs. s 8 "5 High Command afford to lei, things 
there is hardly any experience of | boodiripad to rule Kerala for thirty pees whip, she ponte ie IT of hand to a point of no (f 
Se eu Mere A A in > lik . | feelings needed to be assuaged. She iti * ona ae : a 
functioning ‘on this basis at the months; his party, like Mrs. Gan: thereto S hy allowed E n Politics of gossip Factionalism within the party | 
| Centre which perhaps explains the dbi's, commanded roughly two e oficial recchuióh posae MR. | cannot be wished away by pious | 
dread of the unfamiliar. of five votes in the  133-member ane Nod Dubeck's OCA | The Congress Party has no poll- exhortations but it can certainly be 
The kind of bargains Mrs. Assembly. rd policies to ES chrough tical department to speak of for contemed within manageable limits f 
Gandhi is driven into will depend i. 
lon her negotiating, strength. While 


|a heavy price as each Opposition 
| gro» tries to drive a hard bargain. 


i 
| 


$ 


n expert handling of problems claim- by forging effective and efficient | 
LIKELIHOOD unanimously, ing its attention. Nor does it pos- iustrumen!s for keeping track of [ 
The compulsion to defer to po- Sess any mechanism for ascertain- trends and developments before | 


ing facts for what they are worth, these assume alarming proportions 


R is difficult to make firm esti- Me Nambaddinipad was died di T à 
yA Dake in. S situation where some ed last month only when practi- pular celings will SEIS greater It is tragically dependent for im- and become intractable. The Con- 1 
| Congress MPs have yet to decide alle rever oth ? i AA now, but this is no bad thing. In | formation concerning most develop- gress Party would do weli to evolve | 
3 which way they will jump, there |“ E bit sy party po s The fact, it could mean more responsible | ||| ments in States on the Ges sa some system for keeping crucial m 
4 is little doubt that the Prime Min- | SEMO y combine fate aen ^28 | Government as Ministers would be | || factions, whose primary interest is problems in focus so that it can be pa 
«ister will carry the bulk of the likelihood of a similar all-inc ps obliged to weigh very carefully the |^ | inevitably in lobbying for iheir in readiness to meet developing | ^ 
| party with her. Even a starry-eyed | Combination emerging in. the d 5] consequences of their actions before | respective standpoints rather than situations with confidence born oub | 
| Syndicate MP like Mr. S. N. Sabha is very remote; it is cieni taking them. It is possible that d a dispassionate enumeration of of knowledge and comprehension. | 
| Mishra expects no more than ninety $ imagine an RICA whic the | the Cabinet may sometimes be de-| . do Ec involved. Factional infights are nothing | 
‘to join the group in the Lok pedes: ea has make UP |terred from taking bold but useful esas Pe i oem, the sad new to the Congress. . s 
Sabha, but his other colleagues | Opposition will be of one mind. | initiatives because of the danger it sip with untada pu. _ During the period ot undisputed | 
Consider, for example, a policy | would have to face if things, went like the one that rocked its boat EE o Aas a P 5 


| privately concede that the number 
imay not exceed fifty, and could 
be less, 


question like bank nationalisation, | wrong. This would, indeed. be a | vecently in Kashmir becoming a re- 4; ki fet) ipeum 
one of the most controversial that | loss. But then Mrs. Gandhi} | | curring feature of its existence, Weed Int lobbies at eer erate: level | 
has come up before the present|at the head of an undivided party |. i he resultant loss of prestige put tapered off thereafter because 
Lok Sabha. The thumping majority | suffered from the same inhibitions | - | Suffered by it is all the more dis- one and all strove for the same | 


: bi } | 

with which the Bill was passed in | when it came to taking such initia- |, | turbing for the thought that iu good shelter of patronage. TH Is of | 

; . SE : $ 1 s | measur TS n > sheller of patronage. The evils of | 

An important point is that the|record time shows that important | tives. | and could have been YUNA factionalism were * thus confined Y 


^| line-up which emerges on November | legislation need not depend on the| Until the factional balance start- a little for ont : within manageable limits. But 15 | 
17 need mot be the final one.|voting strength of the ruling party. | ed to tilt in her favour, she care- remember is ‘thet’ WEBER appened VAS not always so. M 
D ; Sa ALTUS E 4 , ae ìs that what happened ' 
Shifts are bound to take place in | Even if the Bill had come up before | fully avoided taking any decisions in Kashmir is not the first of its 
; keeping with developments in State | the House now, it is hard to ima- | which carried the risk of political | type. even if it sel a new low in the Old phenomenon 
Congress parties. The way events [gine Syndicate MPs voting against | repercussions. The decision to insti- not so high level of conduct by 
are moving in Uttar Pradesh, which | it. whatever the personal views Of | tute an enquiry into Birla affairs, | | Congressmen, ; The pattern of political struggle 
¡accounts for 46 Congress members | men like Mr. S. K. Patil. It iS} for instance, was hanging fire | ga bout the same time West Ben- within the Congress during the fate- 
[of the Lok Sabha, suggests the | interesting to note the pains which | for many months because one MAA loo were eagerly ful years after independence till the 
c shape of things to come. Even|Mr. Morarji Desai has been taking [set of her colleagues was opposed g Meir comrades in Kash- forced exit of the late Mr Puru- 
{though Mr. C. B. Gupta was a|to convince the public that he was | tọ jt, while every matter relating to || 
e 


_ SHIFTS 


E 


tmm 


: ales | 
eos locking out the Executive «hottam Das Tandon soon after | 
nittee and forcing it to meet in Sardar Patel's death was not ma- f 


: 2e e | 

party to the resolution expelling|not opposed to nationalisation | this business house was subjected || Ja corridor. | ate ; 
| Mrs. Gandhi, he was within hours | per se but disagreed only about oars d he | The west Beneal AT DIAM ,.. terially different from what is cu- 
4 tate 2 to niggling, and even capricious, engal imbroglio over yrently happening. Stature of the P 

its timing and modalities. inv in def to the vi | ithe Governors recall à Ye DE yu ER marine ed 

: : SN i serotiny UNE CELE LENCE ALOR MONA ll , the Bihar stalwarts at the helm of its affairs | 
Wa brief encounter with the UPCC | Issues which are highly charg-) of another set. fj muddle over the Raja of Ram- then and total absence of any kind 
Executive which asked by a six-|ed with emotion like the humilia- = J-M Gandhi [5 | pun and the subsequent blow-up in of organised and effective challenge 
teen to four vote for withdrawal] tion suffered: by India at Rabat d DUE SEU thes yanchi wasi M di working Committee, the Chan- from without insulated the Congres 
of the resolution. may present a more vexing prob- | oblige Fae ve d tighi ES i Eun Affair and its still from the kind of fate it is destined 

| Not surprisingly, the alignments | lem for Mrs. Gandhi, as happened ir EIS UE. G il AS BE not least. "tbe. pam and, last but (o meet tn the present context. 
Bof U.P. npe MPs have still|in the case of the Czechoslovak RERUM MNA deci e Hay | | this and much ele VE C akon jana Congress an wih Baveno 
dto crystallise. Some, known to be| crisis during the monsoon session Y | of its m M. UE tvest mend its fences and sharpen its 
be aggravated, but the logic We ethods of functioning reap- wits if it is not to be a sitting 

|; 


{launching a new peace bid after 


‘close to Mr. Gupta, cheerfully | Tast year. The Rabat fiasco has | NOW A by the Gress : a 
turned up to aie M confidence Even ise to strong feelings among of recent events permits a more || the first for ES MT TMA KULIKE target for the malcontents within 
“in Mrs. Gandhi's leadership. One|all parties; even Mr. Bhupesh hopeful view. A lesson she has}; year, The first rumblings of the Wig, Petty and, walchful” OppOncuuE 
or two of them showed up later Gupta, the CPI leader, is sharply | Certainly learnt is that one cannot Telengana stir also became manifest MAOVU hii i 
at the rival rally at Mr, Morarii | critical of the decision of the Gov- stand still in politics; one must |i. around this timc. Political realities may sometimes 
3 le 3 A : Soe: ‘cleither go forward or go down. A Next to overtake ti j ... force certain course of action upon 
Desai's house, which suggests that | ernment to participate in the Islamic | the Madiy. ake the patty, wasi Mer Goverameñtior ia) major wasii 
traffic back and forth will conti-| summit. But since Rabat has got|Breater venturesomeness on herji | the À adhya Pradesh stalemate over RS n Congress BET Era bettas 
i : : E e i litical| part is, therefore, on the cards. le leadership question as also the 355. 25 CODSIesS against LS. DOLE 
nue for some time. Neither side|involved in the current politica : humming and has 3 judement but a lot can be salvazed 
will wish at this stage to raise | drama, some of the critics have al- Swen also the fest that the emaner Cominand pee cU ROE High through quid pro quo if the positions 
"barriers against this traffic; both {ready decided that they will not) Ming party cannot now amord the | Li coalesce with MES ees AEE of strength and weakness of the 
y forces behind turmoil are precisely 


à asd luxury of wrangling, Mrs. Gandhi's i pa 
are aware of the strength of per-| press their objections to an actual Ty a ng, M the operation topple in t Sint 
B i Government in this new phase may | Then followed the eens IM known without any element of wish- 


‘sonal and other ties underlying | vote against the Government. This eee í 7 3 

these vacillations. — — is clear from the stand taken by LE Bons bv Congress lexlslators (ye ttl inining. SUCH know iSeries 
The special AICC session requi- such political figures as Mr. Cha- tion of pus Mircea ek ie d ge eue pr dao 

RI UN d Party leader from his * g- iyi EN 

II Wa -e HS == posi as also ¢ $ -newn Complex and difficult problems. 
AES EC RII à 3 x E ¡Much more work wi ave to be Y stalwarts a e "now MS when no inada solutions f 
; ; 224 put in to evolve a consensus within || cress Executive as a protest aca Ate available on account of factors [| 
the party and ensure a majority in | Gioni Zai) Singh's stewai dahin PS! beyond control such as strong feel- 
the House. The hectic round of ||, Buf. bad thoueh e! hese mots ings among the specific groups af- 
meetings which Mrs. Gandhi held hed been nothing had vet happened fected. an awareness of the issues 
with her Cabinet colleagues. Con- |||? the Congress Party quite some. WVolved can be utilised for isolating 


Hir | thing as aw 3 - for f " 3 h "actabl 
gress MPs. Onvosition leaders and |; awful as what took place 10% future action the untractable 
journalists before facing Parlia- |” Kashmir. ones from those which can be easily 


y : - i E 1 out straightaway. 

iment on the issue of Soviet arms | m ed ` Du PES DU ya 
id to Pakistan suggests the pattern || Amazing action MEE NS jc A rond 
"that will have to be increasingly | not only the big issue of the mo- 
followed in the future. Even while || It was an amazing proposition ment but al) that is involved by 
the country worries about the risks || that since Peer Ghvasuddin could way of background. socio-economic 
‘inherent in the new parliamentary j| Mot hope to muster sufficient factors, psyche and the ambitions 
situation. it would be in order to | Strength in the PCC, that body was of the persons concerned as also 
shout a hurrah over the end of the " itself illegal The PCC Vice-Prcsi- the host of other imponderables 


dent went about sacking members which invariably so into the maki 
do Y : 2I ? aking 
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Case For 
HE Inter-Parliamentary Con- 
ference meets in Delhi from 
Ociober 30 to November 7. 
e following interview Mr. 
M. N. Kaul, a former Secretary of 


ithe Lek Sabha and now a member 


tof the Rajya Sabha, answers a 


Vis- 


twanath of The Times of India 


News Service on how Parliament 


can ensure better control over the 


“growing range and complexity of 


hair e PERENNE cM 


dd 


-> 


eid mg VEM ay 


—— A wes 


ES Question: 


eS e D + 


n 


(Governmental activities. 


In view of the tre- 
mendeus increase in Government 
‘business how can Parliament exer 
cise proper control and supervision 
over national affairs? 

Answer: Parliament as a body 
must be able to impress its çor- 
¡parate personality on. the other 
organs of the State. In view of 
the widening range of Government 
activities it ought to shift its em- 
phasis from the business of law- 
making to the “oversight of admis 
nistration." It must find more time 
for discussion on matters of gen- 
eral importance. The Opposition 
parties should be able to play a 
more active role. 


COMMITTEES 


A weli-devised committee system 
can exercise continuous control 
over the administration. | am in 
favour of parliamentary com- 
mittees, especially those dealing 
with economie and financial mat- 
ters and foreign affairs. It is im- 
portant to provide enough oppor- 
tunities to private members to air 
their grievances, to criticise the ad- 
ministration and to discuss policies 
and matters of public interest as 
they arise, 

Question: Do you think there 
is à tendency today to enact laws 
in a hurry, with the result ‘that 
the Government has often to come 
back to Parliament to amend them 
either because certain provisions 
¡are struck down by the courts or 
because there are difficulties in 
‘enforcing them? 

Answer: What happens at pre- 
Sent is that much of the time of 
Parliament and of the Govern- 
ment is taken up in anticipating 
all kinds of difficulties and decid- 
ing how they can be met. Experi- 
ence has shown that in most cases 
things do not turn out as expected 
and that imporiant links are often 
teft ont. Legislation need not go 
imo all. kinds of details. It should 
ibe simple and concern itself only 
sth the.main- scope and. principles 
of the proposed enactment. The 
necessary rules can be framed from 
time to time, in the light of ex- 
perience, and brought before Parlia- 
ment for approval. If such a pro- 
{cedure is adopted, the discussions 
¡would be more meaningful and 


vialso save the time of the House, 


Question: The atmosphere in 
Parliament today js not what.it 
|used to be. It is more noisy and 
|disorderly scenes are far too fre- 
Iquent. Do you think it is neces- 
jsary to introduce changes in pro- 
| cedure to ensure orderiy conduct 
¡or business? 

Answer: One of the reasons for 
=the changed atmosphere is the dec- 
lige in the quality of the leader- 
ship. The procedures now in force 
have evolved from the days of 

Mr. G. V. Mavalankar and incor- 

parate-ihe best elements. irom the 
| practice in other.conntries, There 
~is go need for any basic. change. 


A: The rules must be enforced 
more stringently, The rules are 
quite simple. When the Speaker 
stands up, he must be heard in ab- 
solute silence. Only a member who 
is identified by him should be al- 
lowed to speak. No discussion 
should be permitted on any sub- 
ject apart from what is laid down 
in the agenda. If a member per- 
sists in disregarding the authority 
of the Speaker, he must be dealt 
with under the rules. There is a 
tendency today to bring in extrane- 
ous matters even during question 
time. The long preambles to sup- 
plementaries often consist of com- 
ments on issues which have nothing 
to do with the question to which 
an answer is sought. This can be 
remedied by enforcing the rules of 
relevance,/ 

Q: Do you think there is need 
for stricter party discipline in Par- 
liament? 

A: Party discipline should not 
be too rigid and individual mem- 
bers should not be debarred from 
expressing their views on matters 
on which they feel strongly. But 
it the parliamentary .sysiern is. 10 
survive, debates cannot be a free- 
for-all. Party discipline cannot be 
reduced to the point where au iti- 
dividual member can speak accord- 
ing to the dictates of. his consci- 
ence, irrespective of the policy—of 


the party to which _he belongs. 
Voting according to "conscience" 


should be the exception rather than 
the rule, If a member wishes to 
continue. in the party to. which 
he_belongs_this right should be ex- 
emised only with. the. permission 
oL the. leader. 


POLITICAL BODY 


„Q: Some M.P.s feel that the ex- 
isting rules and procedures do not 
allow members — suflicient oppor- 
tunity to focus timely attention on 
various important political, eco- 
nomic and social developments in 
the country, Do you feel any 
changes in procedure are called for 
on this account? 

A: 1 do not think any 
mental changes are 
Many current issues are 
the appointed hour and even de- 
bates on legislative matters are full 
oL political overtones, It is noth- 
mg unusual in a parliamentary. de- 
mocracy for. Opposition. parties ta. 
attack the ruling party with vigour, 
Parliament is primarily a political 
bedy in which there is a continu- 


funda- 
necessary. 
raised at 


ous "sttuegle for power." This is 
inherent in the parliamentary sys- 


tem, and it is all to the good, It 
keeps both the Government and 
the Opposition in trim. 

Q: As you know, there are fre- 
quent complaints from some mem- 
bers that they do not get an op- 
portunity to draw the attention of 
the House to incidents which. in 
their view, merit consideration. 
The rules do not permit discussion 
on more than one such issue on 
any one day, There are also oc- 
casions when the proceedings are 
sought to be interrupted to bring 
to the notice of the House some- 
thing that has happened in the 
Course of the day. How does one 
meet such situations? 

A: lt is not possible to find time 


'There has 
to be a procedure for "picking and 
choosing." That is why power is 
vested in the Speaker to decide 
which issue should be permitted to 
be raised in the House. There Js 
also the Business Advisory Com- 
mittee where representations can 
be made to the Speaker. What 
that committee decides is generally 
accepted by the House. 


Question: What do. you think 
of the practice of expunging parts 
of the proceedings from the re- 
cords? 

Answer: This is not the usual 
practice in other countries. If any- 
thing objectionable is uttered on 
the floor of the House, the member 
concerned is asked to withdraw his 
offending remarks. If he refuses 
to do so, the House deals with him 
according to the rules. 


CODIFICATION 


Question: Do you think it 
would be advisable to codify the 
rights and privileges of Parlia- 
ment? Will that not put a check 
on unwarranted attacks on people 
outside Parliament and also pro- 
tect the Press from being hauled 
up at the instance of one member 
or the other? 

Answer: The Constitution does 
not give any licence to members 


to make unjustified attacks on 
anyone, While no external autho- 
rity has jurisdiction. over parlia- 
mentary proceedings, there is à 
system of internal regulation. A 
member is expected to satisfy 
himself to a reasonable degree 


about the truth of the allegations 
he makes before he brings up the 
matter in the House. He must 
also give advance notice so that 
the Minister concerned or any 
other member who is in the know 
can rebut the allegations or pre- 
sent the other side of the case. 
So far as the Press is concerned, 
if it is sufficiently vigilant and 


can stand up for its rights there | 
will be fewer occasions for bring- | 


ing up the issue of privileges. 
If the 


existing privileges of 


Parliament are codified, it will not | 


improve matters because the words 
chosen may be defective or may 
not be comprehensive enough. At 
present, thev rest on parliamentary 
practice explained in authoritative 
text-books. 


ing to changing needs. Legisla- 
uon will only make for rigidity 
and will not be in the interests 


either of the Press or of Parlia- 
ment. In any case it is difficult 


to define “contempt of Parliament”. 
lí an attempt is made to define 
it there will be a danger of con- 
flict between Parliament and the } 
courts. This needs to be avoided 
in the interests of the smooth 
working of the parliamentary sys- 
tem. The spheres of Parliament 
and the courts should not over- 


| 


lap. Recent judicial decisions | 
have established a neat balance | 
which should not be disturbed. 


Evolution, not legislation, should 
be the rule of guidance jn 
matters, 


these 


| Hou 


This leaves room for | 
development of procedure accord- | accept the joint amendment with the 
B 
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| 
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Coss, 


repriman 
senior Govt official f 
for misleading PAC 


India” News Service 
NEW DELHI,: December 2. 


HE Lok Sabha today decided unanimously to a te | 
| T plary punishment to a senior Government official w n Ne 
was hoped by many members, should serve as a warning 


bureaucracy "to behave properly" in future. 


After a 150-minute debate, 


ms 


: PUREMA 26, 
the House decided to summon | THURSDAY, MARCH 


Mr. S. C. Mukherjee, former 


j 


Deputy Iron and Steel Con- | tion. He will have full control | 


troller, before the bar of the 


House and reprimand him for nu i 


liberately' misrepresenting 
and misleading the Public Accounts 
Committee in regard to certain 
' transactions which had been criti- 
cally debated in Parliament 
| several occasions. 
The House also recommended that 


minister the maximum punishment 

‘.under the law to Mr. Mukherjee 
| and report to the House on the 
! action taken. 


The Minister for Parliamentary 
Affairs, Mr. K. Raghuramaiah, 
assured the House that the “Gov- 
ernment certainly realises the gra- 
vity of the situation." That was 
why a member of the ruling party 
had associated himself with an 
' amendment sponsored by the 
| Leader of the Opposition, Dr. Ram 
Subhag Singh, Mr. A. B. Vajpayce, 
Mr. Nath Pai and three other mem- 
bers, But-there were certain con- 
¡stitutional procedures to be fol- 
| lowed in cases of this kind. 


on | 


i 


| further. undermine. the 
| oL-the. Chief Minister. The new | 
| Congress. is by no means in so! 


Hover the Jammu and Kashmir | 
Pradesh Committee of the nes] 
Congress and the right to aši- \ 
instate his supporters in the dis- | 
trict committees. Above all, | 


e 


places will be found for some| 
of his men in the Cabinet. It 


r that will be dangerous after all this:to 
the Government should, in the light | 


¡of the gravity of the offence, “ad- | 


| 


position | 


| gaod a shape as to be able. to. 
jaford the luxury of a per 


| in the debate, irrespective of party | formidable cha 


affiliations, warmly congratulated 
Mr. Madhu Limaye (SSP) for his 


the House, for his deep study of 
band devotion to the issue and his 
tenacity in pursuing a 10-year-old 
matter in the interest of ensuring 
{a clean administration and vp- 
i| holding democratic procedures. 


JOINT AMENDMENT 
Mr. Limaye had originally sug- 


t 


Mr. Mukherjee but later agreed to 


proviso that the Government would 
¡award adequate punishment for 


| lapses other than the charge of || 


jcontempt of the House for which 
-tho--LIouse 

|him. This was necessary since a| 
person could not be punished twice | 
for the same offence. | 


Steel, intervened to point out that! 
the Government had already decid.! 
ed to convey to the concerned offi-! 
Cer its displeasure, after the find- 
ings of the Sarkar Committee had! 
| been referred to the Vigilance Com/ 
;mission and its views obtained. i 
; „Mr. Limaye was not satisfi > 
| with this explanation and said tPt 
¿1 was in anticipation of such | 
¡attitude of the Government that Y 
j had suggested an amendment to th: 
¡Joint amendment to provide fo; 
| punishment for “other lapses.” Mrs 
|| Limaye demanded a division which 

however, was lost by 
429. The original 

¿carried unanimou 
. The issu 
-ings of th 


98 votes toš 
d AS 
amendment was 


sly. 


€ arose out of the And 
; 1 e twelfth report of the, 
Privileges Committee, that Mr 
(Mukherjee had misled 
¡Accounts Committee in 
‘the change in a bank gu 


regard to! 
arantee inii 
__ 1 
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initiative in raising the matter in| 


gested a week's imprisonment for 
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The Plebiscite 
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ge. 
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But since it | 
est the elec-, 


1e country. 
> PI Front is at last 
| beginning to adjust itself to. the 
‘reality that the State is an inte- 
| gral part of the In 


| manent internal feud. It was a} 
|different matter so long as the 
|Plebiscite Front pursued the| 
| Sterile policy of boycotting the! 
¡elections and its activities were | 
by and large confined to Sri- į 
jnagar and a few other towns in 
| the Kashmir valley. 
has: decided to cont 
tions and has already built = 


an organisation in_the country- 
WA Moda hanc * 
| Every member who participated | side, the new Congress faces a 


| 


Internal | 


ro- 


dian Union. 
g time before 
its past and|^ 


the extremists in its{ 


Secures 
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differences 
awkward situation for 


it can 


¡and the country. 
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aa OF Proceane s 
a or recorded proceedings.” 


The committees proliferated, each 
is ministry acquiring one. Membership | 
Ü became so large as to make some 


Jof te bodies unwieldly. 
: T A 


CAN 


SMe MU ipt = 
CONDUCT. COUNT uw. = IF Oar. 69 
SUE a te di ipe | P R 
| ARLIAMENTARY EFORM 


express concern over incidents 
I—Key Role Of Standing Committees 


of “disorder, indiscipline and CARY COMM! 
By L. M. SINGHVI 


“defiance of the Chair" in | 


“Ti inata Y 3% 


Parliament and the legislatures, 


nor will he be the last. Helg The Bureaucra 


was only echoing what almost OME í E d i lieved fail i 
| his predecessors have saidi. K. K 4 S ME forty years ago Ernest, administration. ‘relieved failure, A mew experi-| | 
at RETE rive conferences of .K KHADILKAR Barker described political Compared to the legislature, tho | ment 1s now afoot which brings | |j 
e her methods. Obviously | mons deso science as “certainly nebulous, pro- executive is better armed and | the consultative committees closer | | f 
; dubious and possibly dispu- equipped, it has extensive powers | to-the idea of standing committees. ? | [4 
What Parliament should perhaps do i| 


asidine 1 c^t leo E 
presiding officers of legislatures. rely on its committees to the new ¿bably c : 
: i tatious”. One is tempted to apply 


But one of them, Mr. Hukam| the task. Accordingly, it | advance ¡y tatio: _O i 
Singh, took a more indulgent |suggested that the commit- | ous parlia the description to the wistful grop- 
view when he suggested at aj? eel ana RN pon me P parliamentary reform in 
"ssi ; Sia "Jive scale. The committees) As in : 
WAMA of the conference some ; patterned after the minis- committee In Britain, the initial thrust for 
years ago that what happened he departments of the Gov-| ment are |the reform movement came as 
in Parliament and the legis-|>r in such manner as may | portance. | much from the universities and the 
latures was only an extension tient. The committees, com- | liaries, | communication media as from 
ot what was happening outside members of various par-|legislative| those directly concerned with par- 
ar - S ^ to promote a strong COr- Their scq liamentary affairs. Our universi- 
and showed that these bodies }:nse which helps to con-|1s limited ties have betrayed no inclination 
were becoming a true forum |stions on their merits ob- their cd to be inyolved in the process of 
the rather than on party lines. | countries | parliamentary reform. In the field 
peo yes will It could > tend to promote an ele- | extent, ta} of social sciences, an Indian uni- 
OD : | could not |specialisation among mem- the execul versity tends to be a sleepy_hollow. 
have been Mr. Hukam Singh’s fh committees can usefully | for exami Its denizens are not concerned 
intention to maintain that the |how the departments havo] gress fori enough with the reality of the 
d within the resources | vene In ti outside world to be actively 


of patronage and of taking and 
executing decisions. Nor shoul 
these vast powers be grudged. 
"Tocqueville put it aptly when he 
said, "It is both necessary and de- 
Isirable that the Government of a 
democratic people should be active 
and powerful; and our object 
should not be to render it weak 
or indolent, but solely to prevent 
it from abusing its aptitude and 
strength.” 


MINOR CRACKS 


Not merely are there minor 
cracks in the system of parliamen- 
tary control, but the very founda- 
tions of the edifice of accountabi- 


is to constitute half a dozen impor: - |" 
tant standing commiítees, to start 7 
with. y 

The composition and the staffing * 
of the committees would be deci-* 
sive elements in influencing the! 
quality of their. output. They should | 
hear_and receive evidence. A few 
more standing committees should 
be constituted after reviewing the; 
experience of the first. batch. The | 
eventual. objective should be to} 
create a network of committees as- 
sisted by expert staff and consul- 
tants to cover the entire range O 
the Governments operations. / 


For the time being, the delibera- 


P us 
people's will could be express- Thi ali 
. ti li ? "M , e e * . H j . . . 
ed only by employing the poene Po i mirada en P content to Deli are jn danger of being washed | tions of the standing committees 
Te s Winert and 3nonteren- away by a combination of admi- might be in camera, but evidence 
nistrative omnipresence and the should be received by them in 


rabble-rousing techniques of stem of parliamentary com- | amendme š ; 
strect-corner - ADEM That Pepo to Eve Emo Tor the matters AA Dos media... they 
: ga 5». all discuss important matters | them fo operate essentially on the surface, 
would make nonsense of all the fents Parliament from get-|and cont and one can hardly blame them if 
elaborate rules and conventions jn details and thereby losing | estimates they do not find the subject of 

E | parliamentary reform exciting 


laid y acti .|on matters of policies anc ^ s : 
ation SP a lect Per. [inciples. Apart from this a T| enough in the midst of more Se 
ary business. But per-| complexity and technical | affairs of matic events. 


haps he was right in his assess i S 
a g S assess- | modern business makes 
ment that it would be unrealis- hry that it should be closely | IMPO VAGUE FEELING 
tic to insist on observanc dina businesslike man- : RAE 
thes "edures wi : ce of iling of outside technical Detaile| Among those who man and work 
these procedures without taking| advice, wherever neces- j spending our parliamentary system, there 15 

: S la vague feeling and occasional 


public, except when it would not 
be proper to do so for security 
reasons and in the public interest. 


Apart from the establishment of 
standing committees for various 
departments of the Government, 
Parliament must strengthen and 
rationalise its committee structure 
for receiving petitions from mem- 
bers of the public, for dealing 
with matters of privilege, for sift- 
ing the vast body of subordinate 


erosion of the authority and capa- 
city of Parliament to cope with the 
broad sweep and the outlying 
reaches of the administration. The 
Indian experience has only confirm- 
ed the ‘conclusion that the tradi- 
tional parliamentary methods of 
control are no longer suitable, just 
as the pick and shovel are no 
longer fit tools for obtaining coal 
from the mines. The parliamen- 
tary tools have to be adapted to 


mio account the prevailing F i A h f t of the need va lin exi encics. fo the implementa 
pd it 1 flashes O per cep Jon the preva 1 £g g legislation, r 
li tic al climate I he parlia- TH arli t. sta - = 5 for r rm. elr thou hts arc 3 I E isl res > 

British Parliament, st nd mittees— o eio But th : 5 "he ndian. 1 gl ature have a|tion of Go vernment assur ances, for 


the allocation of time for the busi- ||; 
ness of the House, and for consi- 
deration of matters of procedure 
and conduct of business in the 
House. 


VAST POTENTIAL 


The Committee on Petitions has |^ 
an enormous potential. It should | 
be so reorganised as to enable i 
to submit its report to both Houses 
of Parliament on the basis of the || 
reports of the Lokpal, as and when |: 
that institution is brought into], 
existence. The Committee on Peti- |: 
tions should evolve the same Kind 
of relationship with the Lokpal as 
that which exists between the|” 
Public Accounts Committee and} 
the Comptroller and Auditor-Gen- 
eral. Indeed it would be helpful 
if the Lokpal Bill which is now f 
before Parliament were to incor- | 
porate a provision to that effect. f 
It seems to me that it is vital for | 
Parliament to try and fulfil its 
basic role in the redress of grie- 
vances. 1 

Wi 


The Privileges Committee. exer- ; 
cises an essentially judicial func- ` 
tion. Since in matters of privilege | | 
Parliament is a judge in its own || 
cause, it has a special obligation | 
to ensure thatthe work of this: 
committee is marked by a judicial, 
approach and the pocedures adopt- |. 
ed by it conform to the accepted Bi 
canons of fair play and natural | 
justice. The procedure of the | 
Privileges Committee should not | 
only be clearly defined but should $ 
also be recast to provide for a full 4 
and fair opportunity whenever 
someone is arraigned " 
of AUN. K tania breach 

The control of delegated is- 
lation has proved to E Eie 
able problem. It is not often 
realised that parliamentarv statutes 


far from being crystallised. The 


direction of their desires too is un- committee system — which....despite 


its deficiencies, is good as far as 
it_goes.~ The difficulty is that it 
i$ far too rudimentary. Except the 
Public Accounts Committee, the 
committees in Indian Tegislatures 
do not have adequate ani | profes- 
sionally qualified stafl. Their pro- 
cedures of testimonial consultation 
are highly inhibited. The com- 
mittees do not have. the. requisite 
measure. of continuity; for one 
reason or another their members 
are not inclined to specialise in 
particular subjects. The injunc- 
tion. regarding the . publication . of 
evidence tendered to them, before 
it is laid before the legislature. is 
yet. "another example of ourclinging 
to a tradition which has_lost_much 
of its meaning. 

The three great committees—the 
Public Agcounts Committee, the 
Estimates Committee and the Pub- 
lic Undertakings Committee—do 
not find it possible to cover the 
bulk of the operations of the Gov- 
ernment in their.numerous reports. 
Sometimes, a department does. not 
come up for scrutiny. before any 
of these committees for years at 
a stretch. A belated enquiry often 
roves to be dysfunctional. After 
ong deliberations, Westminster 
found it necessary to constitute 
standing committees | for various 
departments. In India, a studious 
effort seems to have been made 
from the very inception of Parlia- 
ment to avoid the device of stand- 
ing committees./ 

The Government experimented 
with informal consultative” com- 
mittees attached.-to each Ministry. 
These were not parliamentary-com- 
mittees and- everyone—agrees that 
they have proved to. be an-un- 


mentary practices derived from hittees as also select com- | mittee, tl 
British precedents rest on cer- ¡tre now an integral and|and the 
tain assumptions such as that irt of the Commons legisla- | mittee or defined. A tentative, albeit incom- 
the Speaker is- non-partisan, ise NC Sanang com- | Public Ajplete, agenda for a national ade 
that the Oppositi ha jetne somno unction | importan ate on parliamentary Te I 
pposition has  as|tive bodies (or in the words | audit au|might, one hopes, interest the 

much responsibility for thejK. C. Wheare “committees | and Aud political parties, provoke the legis- 
orderly transaction of -legisla- ite”) select committees per-|it in se: ators and rouse the somnolent 
tive business as the Govern- cions RI EU > uud exercise academie.. : 
ment, that both Government $ select n ONES AKTE mittees || The critical problem of parlia- 
f thorough | mentary Government m modern 


and Opposition, apart from f Commons—on public aC-|all the | times is how to control and super- 
certain unimportant fringe Pr nen and on statu: | tionnair¢ vise the administration and to eva- 
groups, are cohesive and close- and cata eee 3 ganisatid {uate its performance. The com- 
ly-knit o isati e im e select | Govern plex and sprawling system of ad- 
eg Peg DISALOMS, each kes on estimates, public |non-offic ministration is based on an cla- 
owing undivided allegiance MES statutory instruments | sion in | borate distribution of, powers, 


its own leader. None termed as sessional | party lir E CAE asibilities. 
Recent ey i of these bes a ihe ea that they ES Ji functions and responsibilities. 
ssumptions is valid in the binted from year to year and RON adi he PadDOIDiStAU On derives its 
Indian political situation today. prk is of continuous nature. theless c. authority from the fact that it col 
i lects, annotates and interprets data, 


The traditi i itv 
adition, for instance. TED SCOPE cto | implements laws and policies and 


1 e Speak 

s the ST eaker Should be up by spins and. weaves the endless webs 
above parties has still to strike| experimental measure, the Saverio subordinate legislation. There 
roots. Mr. Sanjiva Reddy set|f Commons agreed on Dec- Beside, i$ à onu able array of depart 
a precedent which. 1 4, 1966, to appoint two new SI ments with their armies or civi 
MY hich. it must be t committees—select com- m lonij., "vants who are able to use pre- 
‘cedents as shields and swords. 


Cue will be widely follow-|for agriculture and for | suggestic, 1 
. but it will take time. There [ind technology. One of the | Tndian “Clearly the legislature is not evenly 
have been occasions, as in West nmittees will be E uud form oj į matched, and fhe relationship bet- 
: Bengal during the first United |'? 9n science and techno- | mates fc, “een 1t an the administration 15 
z 2 : er wi de 1 : i 
Front regime, when the Spea- d the other will consider | trol. Soi marked by a hiatus. E 
n V. i ities in England and Wales| made b Institutionally the administration 
ker, claiming to uphold “the” Ministry of Agriculture, | and i llhas grown a hundredfold in the 
‘rights and powers of the?s and Food. The commit- last fifty years while the legislature 
House" proceeded to adjourn’! hear evidence in public | has remained relatively static. The 
it indefinitely, thereb RO EHE eue prefer to sit in pn: inevitable result is that the legis- 
ac eE tey, y T- hey can call ministers and lature finds itself utterly unequal 
ing it entirely powerless, or intamine them in public. There to the task of supervising the admi- 
Punjab where, faced with as to stop them from ques- nistration. To add to the limita- 
tions of the legislature vis-a-vis 


Den CHEER DS eas depth, in 
nime TE Raed or any other way.” The the administration in the parlia- 
É R , resident of the Council and mentary system, the legislature is 
y expressing lack of confi-ader of the House of Com- led, on a somewhat tight leash, by 
dence in the House on the! ‘its own excite committee, the 
ground that it was not able to >| | Cabinet, which in turn is honor 
carry on its business. We have A SEE (bound to defend and protect the 
had coalition Governments 5 — ocn heal pecas: 
E MEET CN ee on the scene when a piece of legis- 
consisting of es o 1 tunities, feelings of frustration, | Jati À f p of legis 
S par penly | absence of outlets and a crude quest latiga Sends, o inge ancigue or 
mE ence in the Government of 
: P y. the day. In the first. place, it seems 


AS oA to be an imperative necessity for 
nmittee system endowed | the nationalisation of the system 


| with vitality and vested with an|to change the parliamentary voting 
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Bhardwaj 
s Correspondent 


|; SRINAGAR, Oct. 3—The three-day convention of the | 
iammu and Kashmir National Conference concluded here | 
Zoday after a speech by Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed calling | 


On 


for the overthrow of the} 


ruling party in the coming elections to the State Assembly. | 


, Eventhough the Bakshi attack- 
‘ed the State Government headed 
by Mr G. M. Sadiq in bitter terms 
and called for its overthrow, he 
expressed full confidence in the 
leadership of Mrs Indira Gandhi 
and progressive policies adopted 
by the Congress, 

He asked the Central leadership 
to take care that the present re- 
sentiment in the State against the 

> ruling party does not take an anti- 
india twist as the solidarity of 
the nation was dear to the heart 
bf the members of the National 
Conference. 

He said Mr Sadiq had promised 
to restore democracy, but if one 
were to examine the record it 
would be clear that more persons 
had been placed in preventive 
custody during his period and 
police had resorted to firing more 
often. 

The Bakshi “aid that the present 
rulers had been blaming him for 
the arrest of Sheikh Abdullah as 
well as his externment as they 
Jacked courage to own up their 
actions. He demanded that the 
externment orders against all 
persons including Sheikh Abdul- 
Joh should be withdrawn and all 
be released or tried in courts. He, 
however, added that his differences 
with Sheikh Abdullah would con- 
‘tinue as they had chosen different 
phos 


also defended action taken 
all secessionist elements 


jarrested during his regime were 
‘prosecuted instead of being held 
¡without trial. He said that there 
twas no reason for enforcing pre- 
iventive detention in the State as 
ihe conditions were better than 
these prevailing in West Bengal. 
| The National Conference leader 
lalso attacked the Election Com- 
imission for failing to perform its 
duties by not holding by-elections 
to fill the vacancies for more than 
four years eventhough the law 
provided that the 
should be held within six months. 
The Bakshi also criticised the 


prove the economic conditions of 
the people. 
He said the 


power  prolect« 


1 
A 


by-election | 


Government for its failure to im-! 


were lagging behind the schedule. 


He said the Chanani project! 
which was initiated by him in| 
1958 was estimated to cost Rs 5; 
crores only, but over Rs 9 crores| 
had been spent on ii so far but 
it was vet to be completed. 


i 


uniform law 


elections 
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Hindustan Times Correspondent 
SRINAGAR, Oct. 2—The annual convention of the Jammu and Kashmir National 


He demanded that a high-pow-| Conference today adopted a political resolution demanding the restoration of civil 
ered commission must probe into! + x 


the alleged misuse of Central 


liberties, withdrawal of externment orders and the release of ali detenus or their trial 


funds by the State Government. jp case there were any charges against them. 
The Convention adopted two P y s J dT A y 
more resolutions on — economic The resolution also demanded the application of Central election laws to the, 


Tu and on the labour po-, 
icy. 

On the labour policy 1t polnted | 
out that the balance sheets of} 
several public sector undertakings | 
had not been published for many | 
years thus depriving the workers | 
of their bonus. | 

The convention also amana 
introduction of crop insurance, | 
probe into working of the pub-| 
lic sector undertakings, decen-| 
tralisation of planning, implemen- | 
tation of agrarian reforms and 
workers’ participation in the ma~ j 
nagement. 


State and urged the Gover: 


Mir Qasim 


| Li à Dd eo + 
| join State 
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Hindustan Times Correspondent 
SRINAGAR, Sept. 21—The prospects of unity in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Congress(N) have brightened and are | 
likely to take a concrete shape soon. This was stated here | 
today by Mr Chandrajit Yadav, general secretary of the | 
All-India Congress Committee(N), who is here for a short 
visit. | 


I 
| 
I 


nament to create conditions in which a fair and democratic | ° 


articipation of the people in the governance of the State could become possible. 
p g 


F 

The convention reiterated the National Conference, 
demand for unity of all nationalist forces in the countr 
to achieve identical goals and emphasised its fratery* 
links with the Congress since the days of the frees 
struggle. 


| Such unity it said, had acquired p=- 
| more meaning now in view of! 

| Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's | 
eiforts "to make socialist India a 
reality." 

The National Conference also | 
declared its support to “progress- | 
ive measures" like bank nation- | 
alisation, land reforms, abolition 
of privy purses and the move to! 
impose a ceiling on urban pro-! 
perty initiated by ihe Congress 
QD 

The resolution pointed out that 
folowing the isolation of rulers 
from the people, the bureaucracy 
had become supreme in Jammu 
end Kashmir and the administra- 
tion had fallen into a pattern 
which could be more true ot! 
an autocratic State than a demo- 
cratic set-up. | 


It also reiterated the National | 
Conference's desire to continue to} 
fight the secessionist forces in the 

tate. 


f 


A cover 
Earlier, Mr Sham Lal Saraf 


| 


ani 


Mr Yadav told newsmen that, Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed was || his presidential address, alleged | 
| the Pradesh Congress President already in the party having fought || that the Government had used! 
| Syed Mir Qasim, is likely to join | the last elections on the Congress} liberalisation policy as a cover! 
I the State Cabinet soon. He said | ticket. He said the decision now || for its personal ends and to sup” 
| that the Prime Minister during] had to be taken about bringing |! press the nationalist forces, parti- > 


her recent visit to the State had | the other members of the National 
done the ground work for bring- 
ing about the unity. The timing 
“of the Cabinet expansion would | 
| be decided by the Chief Minister, | 
| he added. 


Conference into the Congress. 
Mr Yadav said that a final decl- 
sion on this would be taken soon 
by the Central leadership in con- 
n with the State leaders 


E 
i 
|; 
j 
o 


| The Congress General Secretary | , Talking about the coming elec- 
| said that carlier Mr Qasim was¡tions to the Assembly, he said 
| reluctant to join the | that they realised the seriousness 
| because of differences ol e on and would start 


ons soon. He denied 


| Chief Ministers. These diff : 
" were being held 


| th 


! however have ce narrowe ar alRS 
however, have been narrow a : 
down following talks between the} with Sheikh Abdullah or his re- 
| iwo leaders and as a result Mr | presentatives in Delhi. 


Qasim had been persuaded to join 
the Ministry. 
On the question of the merger | 


I 


Abdullah's release 
Asked if his party would con- 


of the National Conference with} sider the question of releasing 
| the Congress, Mr Yadav said that; Sheikh Abdullah to enable him 


t 
——————— A 


| serious thinking and the Govern- 
ment would not compromise on 
; national solidarity at any cost. 

Mr Yadav said that a cultural 
| revolution might have to be 
- undertaken in the country to 
¡make the bureaucracy change its 
‘way of thinking. 

He said that the bureaucrats 
| with their rules and regulations 
i did not respond to the aspirations 
¡of the people. He, however, added 
¿that the revolution may not be 
of the Chinese type. 

i The Congress leader said that 
| similarly a drive may also have 

¡to be undertaken against vulgar 

| display of wealth, 

|, Asked to elaborate the changes 


t 


¡said for instance Parliament met 
_ for seven months in 


a 
;ernment considerably. It would 
| be a good example if the session 


¡lasted only for four months in 
ja year, he said. 


ukh Library, B. 
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‘(that he had in mind, Mr Yadav | 


yea 1 
| affected the working a RE 


JP, Jammu. Digitized by éGangotri 


cularly the National Conference. 
To achieve the objective of des- 
troying the National Conference, | 
the ruling clique did not hesitate | 
to conspire with anti-national | 
elements, Unless such tendencies! 
j Were checked, the secessionist | 
El might create serious trou-' 


E 


ble for the State. 

PTI adds: | -— 

Mr Sarat said his arty: 
stood solidly behind the Ban | 


develop- | 


fullest co-opera- | 
mentation of the 
Desh formulated | 
nt or Parliament | 
„leadership of the! 
' he added. | 
proce | 
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Cabinet on Oct. 4 


1 From Brij Bhardwaj 
Hindustan Times Correspondent 


| SRINAGAR, Sept. 30—Mr Sa i i > 
4 y 3 d . > Meanwhile, an influe E "Us 5L ue Aa 
: veca Mir Qasim, the Pradesh Con- | tion of legislators saue, NS. j T a pe" Ue 
press chief, 13 likely £ de PREGA: | Sorters’ ot EE RUNE Miniter Suns From Brij Bhardwaj d s 
A a Minister on Oct. 4, when | st: i : : } $ T 
pele Mr Bhagwan Sahay force He GS qui charge Hindustan Times Correspondent | i y I 
¡returns from Delhi. : i esi E QDIN "Doer j P 
pore e ts include Mr Sn E EUIS no acis SRINAGAR, Sept. 21—The prospects of unity in the | A 
e a A n Y: re O f t £ 
[En in the Cabinet was made | the AICC decision of one Job forj | Jammu and Kashmir Congress (N) have brightened and are | 3 A 
lafter c d 1 þe- Qe — - : . i 
WAA Tene te sala one person. | likely to take a concrete shape soon. This was stated here | * 
land Mr Qasim yesterday _ even- Meiners campaia that hàs sel today by Mr Chandrajit Yadav, general secretary of the 
Is ENTE : en tha S : N : R 
AOS are likely to meet again | set moving seeks the ouster of] | All-India Congress Committee (N), who is here for a short 
; . a the State Minister for Agriculture, visit 
a E > Mr Trilochan Dutt, for expressing} | y 
c; his opposition to certain promo- | | Mr Yadav told newsmen that; Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed was 
3 & & t tions made in the police depart- | | the Pradesh Congress President | already in the party having fought 
: ounce ment ignoring the claims of some | Syed Mir Qasim, is likely to join | the last elections on the Congress 
] Jammu officials. | T State Cabinet soon. ES said veel, He said the decision now 
i 2 ; _— that the Prime Minister during had to be taken about bringing 
j vacancies P. err WA o |.) her recent visit to the State had | the other members of the National 
MUSS replace the existing PCC with an p! done the ground work for bring- Conference into the Congress. - 
Fi . L j ad hoc committee. Any such| | ing about the unity. The timing] Mr Yadav said that a final dect- ‘ 
f of. f il d E change brought at the organisa- | of the Cabinet expansion would | sion on this would be taken soon D 
1l 1 e uic tional level just six months be- BM be decided by the Chief Minister, | by the Central leadership in con- 
| " 3 | fore the elections to the State As-| | he added. sultation with the State, leaders. \ 
|| From Brij Bhardwaj sembly, they point out, will make} 4 The Congress General Secretary Talking EA the EE eiii 
H 1 s s the party's task more difficult. | said that carlier Mr Gasim was ions to the Assembly, he salc 
| Hindustan Times Correspondent | ny case, they maintain, there | Teluctant to join the Ministry | that they realised the seriousness 
|. SRINAGAR, Sept. 11 — The] is no need to bring about such af | because of differences with the] of the situation and would start | 
highlight of the Jammu and Kash-| change as there is no opposition | Chief Ministers. These differences. the preparations soon, He deniec | 
|mir autumn legislative session, | to the enlarging of the PCC by however, have been narrowed that any talks were being held 
beginning on Monday, wil be| including some more members | down following talks between the| with Sheikh Abdullah or his re-| 
SU a HANE COAST P : 54 | two leaders and as a result Mr presentatives in Delhi, i 
|meet with only two-third of its According to another source, | Qasim had been persuaded to join ah? » 5 
| sanctioned strength. though Mr Sadiq has suggested to a Ministry. Abdullah S release 7 
| This has come about because 12 the Central leaders that the PCC|. | On the question of the merger Asked if his party would con-| 
sitting members have retired and chief Mr Qasim should be re-| | of the National Conference with sider the question of releasing | i 
| so far no arrangements have been placed by the Speaker of the| | ihe Congress, Mr Yadav said that Sheikh Abdullah to enable him V HARIAS 
| made to fill the vacancies. Thej Assembly Mr Shamsuddin, the| | pe s to participate in the elections, he 433,199 e j i 
party leadership has not reacted) | | said that the decision to take “7! Lx 


total strength of the Council is 
| Among those retiring are the 
| Chairman of the Council, Mr Shiv 
Narayan Fotedar, and former In- 
dustries Minister Mir  Giasuddin. 
| Four of the members had retired 
in February. 

|. The vacancies are not likely to 
| be filled this year as the Govern- 
| ment feels that with the general 


favourably to this suggestion and | 
this was conveyed to Mr Sadiq by 
Mr Chandrajit Yadav, the general 
secretary of the All-India Congress 
Committee, during his recent visit 
to Srinagar. | 


PM will try 
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join 


lo induct | 


Qasim: 
State Gabinet 


| national solidarity at any cost. 


| revolution 


| with their rules and regulations 


may soon 


action against him was taken after 
serious thinking and the Govern- 
ment would noi compromise on 


Mr Yadav said that a cultural 
might have to be 
undertaken in the country to 
make the bureaucracy change its 
way of ihinking. 

He said that the bureaucrats 


fails to end 


asim rift 


India” News. Service 


‘elections to the Assembly due l| did n ; i 
aS EN REL e ot respond to the aspirations : Al 
[Ode be: tilled by the T A | il int S di G t j| of the people. He, however, added |: . eR Wes (c My Sha: 
| sembly. ; IA as n 0 a q OY e bros may not be n Den Victory MA EE ETE 

There are six vacancies in the T | The Congress "leader said that S The churning up that has taken 


t 
| 
pe 
| 


place all over the country in the wake | = 


| Assembly also which have not E m 1 e | | athe. Conero EA Wa 

¡been filled, in some cases for From Brij Bhardwaj E x En | es be undertaken against. vulgar | | of developments in Bangla Desh has 

ce en or WA | Hindustan Times Correspondent LS display of wealth. — “2 her, | shaken Kashmir too. There is little | 
NAS MAA VEDONO Aa Ikea to elaborate the changes |Y" | doubt that forces like the Plebiscite |: 


| Congress chief, Syed Mir Qasim. 

The by-elections to the Assembly 
were postponed last year first on 
account of drought conditions and 


| Minister Indira Gandhi who will 


SRINAGAR, Sept. 5—Prime 


arrive in Udhampur on Sept. 6, 
wil make yet another attempt to 


is considered necessary to make 
the functioning of the Government! 
effective since 
M. Sadiq has been finding it in-| 


Chief Minister G.| 


| that he had in mind. Mr Yadav 
4 said for instance Parliament met 
| for seven months in a year which 
| affected the working of the Gov- 


Front and the Jamaat-e-[slami are try- 
ing to build up sympathy for West 
Pakistan’s military junta on the plea 
that the Bangla Desh uprising is aim- 


later on the plea that with gene- bring about unity in the Kash- | creasingly difficult to bear the; ernment considerably. It would RUIT xe ld's largest 
| ral elections scheduled for O mir Conmess OD TA purdep in view of his failing; | be a good example Tt the session He ed at dissembedbg a pecans 
72 ere was ew 7 ealth. i ! las , . 4 ts S TUE ES : d 

1972, there was no need to ho ill try to uct the te e i» eant thar the Prime Min- | ‘lasted only for four months in ges | that the killing of non-Bengalis made |: 


ihe by-elections. 
The Government has requested 


Congress chief, Syed Mir Qasim, 
into the Sadia Cabinet. This step 


ister had sounded both Mr Sadiq | 
and Mr Qasim in advance 


about | 


)a year, he said. 


WA ADA LA a ct 
when the State goes to the polls next 


^ February. But all this “togetherness” 


the army crackdown necessary has suc- 
cecded in distorting the thinking of a 
good many 


| the Election Commission to freeze 
the vacancies in the Council. In |: 
Commission insists on |; 
holding elections to the Council, |. 
the Government will propose dis- |i 
| solution of the Council itself. Two | 
vacancies in the Council, to be 
filed by nomination, are, how- 
| ever, likely to be iilled before the 

1.5 start of the autumn session. 


her mission. Following her ad-| 
vice both the leaders had talks 
on Friday with a view to com- 
ing to some understanding. 
Mrs Gandhi will be received by ] 
Mr Qasim at Udhampur who will 
l| accompany her during the tour 
since Mr Sadig is unable to make 
the journey in view of his health. 
Mrs Gandhi, however, will meet | 
Me Qodir an Sant 7. when she! 


This makes the task facing the Con- 
gress: the more formidable, but there 
is no indication yet that the factions 
can be persuaded to bury the hatchet 
to deal with dangers inherent in the 
situation. 


‘has hardly helped to rid thc party 
| of the schism. 


CABINET EXPANSION 


Mr. Sadiq had at one stage agreed 
to expand the Council of Ministers 
to give the Qasim faction adequate re- 
| presentation, but this has not happen- f^ 
‘ed, Mr. Trilochan Dutt, aa associate 


case the 


- EH NIC ; u $e ing | | Cabinet last February, but this was; 
ee En daofa 0, Squabble ES yA AA AA CE by the Quum ch as à halt- | 


1 


"tenants have-succ i ; Me s i 

" eeded w : » Y Y: lout Portfolio until May when he was | 97% 

‘lier efforts and those 2 oe Wa WA own-ear- sorted out with help from Central leaders, "Vil Igiven Agriculture, although -he was ERA 
‘ers had failed TER ue lead- Mr Qasim must be commended f * the! {known to be keen on Education. E er. 

> ets naa j - Clearly the crisis which or not had| -| The Qasim faction, as a result, re- REA 


mani 


SS 
| Legislature. But what the two factions 


i 


A 
m 
| 


"had-reached boiling point. 


"each to save face. 


j The flaming ow between ihe two war- 
‘ring factions of the Kashmir Congress has 
_for_the moment been dampened. But will 
Mrs Gandhi and her lieu- 


the_truce last? 


. had been simmering for nearly two years 
y This- fact 
| doubt, helped the Chief Minister, Mr.G. M. 
_ Sadiq, and his rival, Syed Mir. Qasim, to 
accept the Central leaders’ wise -counsels 
vA deeply divided Congress Party would 
have left the field wide open to ihe Ple- 
biscite Front in future elections to the State 


have now accepted is a patchwork and 
Wer i romise. In.the. absence .of 
dll in implementing it i 

[dn ing it, it could easily 
- The compromise has the merit of 

= : givin 
satisfaction to-both sides and of AEE 
Mr Sadig’s position will 
emain-unchallenged, while Mr Qasim will 
temporarily be. reinstalled as party chief. 
he Cabinet will soon be reshuffled to in- 


de some of Mr Qasim's men 


"Perhaps to get rid of elem 
| i 4 ents who have 
een pathologically hostile to him. Eyen- 


— Lu 


tually, Mr 


leadership. He 


and even 


able and deyoted. 


ESTEE a 
will accept a "party me | 
post- at the Centre and the whole issue of ud | : 
fon. donee of past elections to party aid 
office and party reorganisation will be ty! 


FULANA, sp, 


Jamm&. Digitized bys 


of 


pressing issues to a breach. He h and | 
consistent in maintaining that the TOUT meal 
quarrel had. nothing- t i ond 
: ng-to do with personal 
ambitions. In the result, Mr Sadiq 
sought at Jammu airport to deny MD Se ner-| 
ence of the compromise formula but in effect 2ce 
confirmed it in all its essential features, can 
derive satisfaction from the thought that the dig) 
Central. leaders upheld his position. and hasi 
irustrated the revolt brewing against his AA 
Mose eru 
'eaten e-dissidents with-dissoluti 

the Legislature and_a fresh general ac 
But it is doubtful if in that event he would j 
have been able to hold the party together or 
that the Congress would have been able to 
make a good showing at the polls. Indeed, | 
the lesson that he may well draw from the | 
repeated threats from within his party and 
the shambles to which its organisation has 
been reduced is that despite his own virtues 
he cannot. really dispense -With help from 


who ffc 


Panal 


al 
Pon- © 


f 
Dp 


of course, have 


=~ of Mr. Qasim, was brought into the | 


X» 
wd 


| SHAMIM'S SUCCESS 


leontinuc to work at crosspurposes, the 


ling gesture. The Chief Minister conti- | 
“nues to be in charge of 16 departments 
lincluding Home, Education, Industries, 
|Power and Information. 


Mr. Dutt remained a Minister with- 


mains disgruntled. According to some 
lestimates, it commands the loyalty of | 


the majority of party MLAs, but 


‘ed only because of the party High 
Command in New Delhi which advis- 
led against a confrontation in view 
‘of Kashmir's special problems. 


4 The success of an independent, Mr. 
Shamim Ahmed Shamim, from Sri- 
nagar in the recent Lok Sabha poll 
with the backing of elements aligned 
to the Plebiscite Front provides a 
Jelear enough warning. Not to be miss- 


Jamaat-e-Islami candidates were able 
to collect in three constituencies— two 
jin the valley and one in Jammu. 

No one here has any illusions that 
the Congress will face a tough fight 
in the 1972 elections for the 75 State 
[Assembly seats, If the two factions 


erit- 


a Ds 2 


‘trial of strength has so far been avoid- | 


Jed either is the number of votes that |- 


t 


wa 


fo 
when he suggested the other 
day that it should be possible 
to get through as many as 30 
questions during question hour. f 
His predecessor, Mr, Sanjiva |. 
Reddy, considered it quite an!) 
achievement when on one soli-| > 
| tary occasion last year some 15} = 
questions were asked and ans-| | 
| wered during this period. That) > 
> was because he started the prac- p. 
tico of allowing not more than; 
| three or four supplementaries t0 f | 
~ (each question. But the experi-| - 
ment was shortlived and the 
— House soon reverted to the 
usual pace covering about five) | 
| questions on an average. Quite| | 
—— often the House has spent half 
an hour over a single question. 
The problem is not peculiar to 
ithe Lok Sabha or to this 
country. Even in the British 
— House of Commons which Mr. 
— phillon held up as a model of 
2 parliamentary decorum the 
| Speaker has had occasion toj 
| complain that both questions | 
and answers tend to be too long f 
and “quite disorderly in the 
"sense of being argument", The 
fault does not always lie with 
those who put the questions. 
| Ministers too provoke needless 
— controversies by giving evasive 
J answers: or asking for notice 
| even in regard to questions onf 
1 


e HACER 


za 


which they can be espected to 
come equipped with full infor- 
mation. They cannot complain 
if they are made to run the 
jgauntlet of angry supplemen- 
A tarios. The first step towards 
introducing a measure ofj 
order and discipline at question | 
time in the House is for minis- 
ters to give short, precise and 
direct answers to questions and | 
to be ready with the further} 
information sought on the 
| points likely to arise from the 
=} written answers. 


gos by "rm 
| cutive. Its obj et is to seek in- 
| formation Sa fhlters which do} 
“| not come up in the ordinary | 
` debate, and that 
is defeated if itis itself Se 
| debates. Once this, i realised | - 
by both sides it sho dd be pos- 
^ sible to carry outimprowemenis | 
—in the exisüng-procedure. AL 
— member_of the British House f 
Sof Commons, for instance, has § 
suggested that one Way of j 
making the questien-hour more | 
| purpose: l isfor the fuinasiers | 
replies. to be —printed—immie- 
ti er-paper. This 
will not only save time  butjr 
enable the House to weigh the} 


answer and thus be in a posi- 


ORDER I NEW pes m 


HOUS shuffie of 


and immedi 


Parliament or in AINE part; 
rarely goes beyond the lents of the advice given 
attendance of mm 
divisions or other necessary} > ^ M 
occasions and providing the 
“usual channels" for the dispo- 
sal of legislative business. But| 
indirectly this has a bearing on} 
many other problems which} 
fall outside this narrow ambit| 
ot his functions. The seventh | 
all-India Whips’ Conference! 
was therefore not straying very} 
far afield when it discussed | 
such matters as how defections | 
can be curbed, whether a mem-| 
ber can be allowed to. vote 
according to his “conscience” f 
or what should be done to keepi 
the question hour within rea-| 
sonable limits of relevancy. By} 
far the most important of these! 
problems is that of keeping! 
order in the House. Uproarious 
scenes, defiance of the Chair, 
noisy altercations across the, 
floor often leading to the use) 
of ink bottles, shoes, micro-| 
phone handles or any other| 
handy missiles to reinforce an} 
argument, have become so fre- c 
uuent that there is danger of! 
a breakdown of the legislative, 
process itself unless a way isi 
found to maintain minimum! 
«standards of parliamentary; 
decorum and civility. The con-| 
ference heard a number of use. 
ful suggestions. Ministers should} 
be prompt in dealing with! 
points raised by members and, 
should not be evasive or vague, 
in their replies to questions.) 
Back-benchers should — have| 
more opportunities of iom 


part in debates. Defections 
and the practice of voting 
according to one's "conscience" | 
should be discouraged: EN 
tative committees of the legisla- | 
ture should be set up on they 
pattern recently adopted by 
Parliament and «so on. Admit- 
tedly, if all this is done, it will 
be much easier to — transact 
legislative business in a peace- fi 
ful and orderly way. But thef 
question is whether the whips 


Saturday.—Re- and Mr Ja;jivan Ram, to Mr G. 


ate st K iti 
The party wh vote of eontidence front the lege en a 


Central leaders, Mrs Gandhi 


» ship— 
jcip—an understandable line in 


_, view of Mir Q 


, Assembly wo 
- meet before Md EES 


— DEPLORABLE 


| Neither Mrs. Gandhi nor 

| what has come to be known! 
* as the syndicate has emerged |: 
with any credit from the tussle 
over the Congress — Párty's y 
choice or.a candidate for the 


TAL REPRESENTATIVE |. — ' 


M. Sadia RE RES "Delhi's presidency. This is not the first |) 
QU ma ume that opinion in the party ME 
m threatened unilateral action this as been similarly divided on} 

y ae EE ne Mr Sadia as. this issue. Mr. Nehru, for in- 
7 RE E NS Prime stance, found himselt Over- 
[Aeque Mr Sadia fixed March ruled on two occasions by the 
O a peste Do, be) Party managers over, the selee MM 
tion insisted nt The rival fac- "> tion of a candidate; on both he us 
5 n e meeting to : : ! 
be held in Delhi in the presence C“OUlá attord io give way with-| ; 


j| of Central observers and not in 

Jammu where it fears the dissi- 
dents may be. pressurized into. 
loyalty to the Chief. Minister. 


out damage to his position or} 
authority in the party. Mrs. | E 
Gandhi evidently feels that she} © 
According to Mr Sadi cannot But thet olicorhe of D 
| Prime» Minister had precie iS ME COME a E 
| his stand that intra-party mat this inner contest, whatever «he 9 
fete be sorted oui within the eventual verdict of the elec- 
| party framework and "not ontsid + e a E 
| bei Was opposed to “Oe torate may be, can only dofo E 
phere called in Delhi’s “atmos- great ham to: the party. For | ji 
phere of unreslity where the peo. the point at issue is not whe- 
= atives cannot 7 D 8 | 
the feel of their constituents oo the party should or should) ^ 
A not aim at a national con-! ; 
sensus over the choice of al ; 


mood”./ Ja 
CENTRAL OBSERVER 


Tomorr Ji i 
eee gw when Mir ,gesim candidate; the point is that the} 
be advised to accept Mr Ss party should strive above every-| 


JE 9 SE i 
plan to secure a vote of conga | thing else for a consensus with- 


; ence—and to agree t i 
dix , t10 ag o the ze- ; 4 : 
| ak S CM tes > its own ranks. „Apart from! 3 
| acis out in zase the ‘parte rom LS obvious handicaps to the! 

es confidence in-Mr Sadiq. As | Party of going before the, 


Reese Oe to the dissidents, a 
entral ooserver—perhaps Mr 'H 


Cont country as a house divided! 
^. Bahuguna—may Zo to Jamm | 


against itself, the effect willi 
inevitably be to brand who- | 
ever is successful in the elec-} —— & 
üon as Mrs, Gandhi's man or! 
the syndicates and thus to! 


| or te party, meeting. 
| Suna, today has screened the 
to 
on the 


t group today an- 


nounced its ^ oly. ES 

leader jpg s Plan -to elect à moy | give institutional shape ' toj 

‘ing on their owm H 03 ty meet- | ‘their infighting. And since ^s 
iference. This ' ress con- | Clearly neither candidate can "s 


was obviously 
^ ase Pressure on t le 
à change in the leader- 


: meant to incer ant : E 
Contre AES SARE to win without some! 

PEDE from other parties and! 
asim's success ii| STOUDS, the final outcome may} ; 


| weaning away "AS ite : : 
MLAS. if DEL OMEN. of the; dui possibly create new] 
> ature part S 5 Ire legis- power io » ] 
ibers of the AnS the mem-| across -, alignments : cutting] 
~The dissidents’ plan wa” ; introd e) 
s unfold- į | uce new — complications| | 


in Ane existing political muddle. | 
By any pragmatic test, there 
is much to be said for the por | 


SADIQ DENIE 
CHARGE s 


(Continuea rum page 


that it is much more impor- 


1 col 2) | tài si 
ant for the President to be on 


| ed by five ot 

Cher Mir Qaae, $1 MLAs now! good terms with the 

joined them a im, „Significantly | Minister t | uc Prime! 

ence later but € Press conter. er than with the part 
thing on his Ud not add any.| Managers. Once the Sha A a. 
demonstrating his A apart from over and done 5 lon IS . Ae 
presence Upport by his with, the Presi.- . E 


Sait Becomes part of the ad 
trative machine It 
i ma E ts 
Smooth -functioning depends 


On a relationshi 7 i 
Bon. Bonsbip, between him} 


: a tar whi > 
facite or Pradesh level. yeh 
Enificance of the conflict over" 


+ ? «4 , 1 n vid A President's rul the nomi -— Wee 
can play any part in carrying > E Centre. We want to rule e to the | dency minations for the presi-("}j 
out any of the suggestions made E TOMO constitutional =e rane be that for the first time? 

^ i Fe : "nic $ la- as a ns A yi | 
at the conference. a | ister is seeking os Chief Min- een raised to the parlia.! 


Perbans, up to a point they a 
can. There is no doubt thaty 
most of the noisy interruptions 
that hold up the work of the} 
legislatures come from mem- 
bers who feel frustrated at not) 
having been given an oppor — 
tunity to put forward their{ 
point of view or to make their E 
contribution to the proceed- 
ings. To a large extent, their 


ba 
Sa 
he 


—3 avoid the sti 
3 DR PEE Of defeat’, the 


Mr Sadiq "et ide e 
the cHarge quse enu ya denied C ea age be We n NI A n he. 
i (SM - th 
or Central mila and” SR RUE i nee two, B 


+) of the Assem ur „a suspension 
to Presid EE: 


+ course in 
Central leaders, l the 
secte Central st 
EAD to favour a patch 4 
E Yorn it ie felt work 
would e best solution for e 
us Central 
ai ng on SRE belie 


concessions i he crisis These 
accommodation of MENO fields: 
= {faction in the Ca i 
1) Pense of some of M 


‘ 1 Mentaryv an 1 

JE XD and. national level." 

¿10 consequences wo 2 

h s uld have*| 

CHARGE DEN x CU n 

s enough if the only” 

gn e ug i 1e oniy 

e as io 
wi : 
TIE in the Party. But it has 
s D ied 

mote. giors pe Plications| : 
| not be ignored.’ pas 

MU) this side or that ds 2 
ght or wrong in insisting on 


ent’s Tule. it apposed 


at all”, he 
would have 


account ; S i i 
Ma PUE eing its own candidate 
t rebuttal i te pomt than that 


both should make 2 last-minute 
head-on clash i 


their talks 


rategy, however 


r the | > 
leaders are still 


q makes the Peet that 11 Mr 
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=] By ASOK CHANDA 


“FN her valedictory address to the } responsibility be 
Congress Parliamentary Party, | Congress President's 
the Prime Minister brought into|or should 
| focus the core of her dispute with P.M. who 
| the Syndicate—the place : i 
| P. M. in iamentary..democracies| answer is obvious. But is the 
lend the area in which the authori-|as simple 
ties of the party organisation out- | federal Constitution and the 
side the legislature and the parlis- a 
| mentary executive converge. Her | spheres of jurisdiction and autho- 
w| expose accorded broadly with tho|rity. Who is responsible for over- 
"accepted conventions though its|Secing the behaviour of the pariy 
overtones gave credence to the|governments in the States and en- 


suggestion that she was trying to suring continuity 
in their policies with 


was accountable 


that of the 


| the. party-chief have-not-been-pre- 
A cisely- defined. Nor are they sus 
| ceptible of such a definition. They g n 
are best regulated by—conventions | ernment to go its Own way 
las evolved over the years. Though bringing up major issues to 
isome hold that the. conventions-of | Congress Working 
ithe U.K. have. no. relevance;—one discussion and direction. 
(cannot disreeard the-fact that.our | his mood, Mr. Nchm sent a 
‘parliamentary systema i&..modelled [note to him on July 15, 1947, aver- 
lon-that of the U.K. There are even | jug that the Government's need 
| provisions in the Constitution which | for quic 
| enjoin that until Parliament legis- |Scerecy, 
‘lates the U.K. practice. will-apply. 


'CHURCHILI/S HINT 


| The issue of the relationship bet- policies and act upon them with- 
; ween the P.M. and the party orga- in the larger ambit of the general 
L^ |nisation came up sharply in the | policy for the Congress Working 
¡U.K. for tho first time in 45 | Committee to consider all of them 
| when the Labour Party was on-the|in any detail or give 
| threshold. of power. Sensing that }regard to all of them.” 

¡the tide was turning against the| Mr. Kripalani, on the other 
¡Conservatives, Mr. Churchill as-|hand, wanted the pre-eminence of 
iserted that a Labour Government | the Congress President to be main- 
,"would be subject to the direc-|tained. He complained in Decem- 
tions” of the executive and that the |ber 1947, that the Cabinet leaders 
¡executive had “a right to express|"do not feel that the Government 
lopinions which are binding on|at the Centre is a Congress Gov- 
|Ministers or on the Cabinet itself.” ernment. After August 15 they 
lin other words, he insinuated that|seem to make a distinction bet- 


ithe Government would be account-|ween the Congress and the Gov- 
be expected, 


of power, felt unhappy at the deve- 


a customary procedure. It was a 
question, he said, of the 


of the Government to 


lable to an  extra-parlizmentary | ernment.” As was to d 
organ, eroding parliamentary sove-|Mr. Nebru won the day in this 
jrezgnty. controversy. This led to the resigna- 


as Congress 


famous exchange of [tion of Mr. Kripalani 
his exit from 


President and later to 
the Congress Party. 


EASY WAY OUT 


It was believed, at the time, that 
the spheres. of authority of the 
President and the P.M. 


| In the now 
letters, Mr. Attlee stoutly repudiat- 
_jed the suggestion that the Labour 
| Government would be accountable 
|to the party or be under its direc- 
‘tion. Members of Parliament elect- 
lod on the basis of certain pro- 
gramme were the appropriate body, 
|he argued, to interpret what it | Congress 
|meant and how it should be car-|had thus been defined and demar- 
ried out. : cated. But Mr. Purshottam Das 
| Jn 1961, Mr. Attlee was even Tandon, when he became Congress 
+more emphatic. “In the Labour | President, did not regard this as 2 
| Party” he said, “the annual con- setiled issue and sought to assert 
‘ference passes resolutions which | the lost authority of his office. Once 
jare party policies. But as far as|again, Mr. Nehru was able to dis- 
‘work in the House goes they must lodge him but unfortunately he 


‘always be interpreted an dealt|took the easy way out and assum- 
art in thes fight of circumstances |ed himself the mantle of Congress 
T ry party. They presidentship as well. Had he laid 

the i ? 


D 


A 


| ent 
gor Es aana i down  gvidelines for the future 

while holding both the offices, the 
present controversy would not have 


Mr. 


The supremacy 
of the Congress President and the 
Congress Working Committee was 
unquestioned unti India became 


ZA when the 
> 1 after 


(independent. The party f fnctive evolved the idea of a consensus, 
jquired the added but STOO the|mainly, to keep Mr. Morarji Desai 


deg responsibility for out. He wes much too independent 


affairs of the State. Should this 


a 
n O M 


subject to the jand 
surveillance | Baha 


have their defined and demarcated | his j 
authority. 
leader became 
undeclared war between India and 
Pakistan and he 
and co-relation |stronger position 
ignore the Working Committee. 


ecret | array, c 
plate replacing the P.M. 
And it was still 


directions in | was con 


Tar P.M. Ano Tur P 


Relevance Of British Parallel 


spirited 


of the| Parliament? To this question, the entertained of becoming 
issue | repository of power, with Mr. Lal 
as that? India has a|Bahadur Shastri as the front man, 
States | faded when he refused to surrender 
udgment and decision-making 
His image as a popular 


conceatrate all power in her hand. > : : 

"As in the UK. so in India, tho | Union? The expectation that it could 

relations between .ihc..P.M. and ir. Kripalani, the Congress | gain overall control was aroused |: 
President at the time of transfer|once again, when at his death, the 


Syndicate chose Mrs. Gandhi and 
loping trend in the Central Gov- contrived a consensus to elect her 
without |as the P.M, but to its chagrin, 
the | too proved to have à mind of her 
Commitiee for|own. After the 1967 elections, 
Sensing | disillusioned Syndicate, then in dis- 
ould not possibly contem- 


k action, and sometimes for | Morarji Desai. à 
precluded consultation with |a contest for leadership and largely 
the Congress Working Committee as |to provide a 
ed 
“freedom ffor his inclusion 
shapo | Prime Minister. 


SPECIOUS PLEA | 


out a 


In both 


r ur Shastri was thus catapul- |: 
it vest wholly in the|ted into the office of the P.M. But |. 
to | whatever expectation the Syndicate || 


xe e omm 


ARTY 


to be tamed. Mr. Lal 


the real 


sharper after the 


was in an even 
than before to 


she 


the 


in office. 
allergic to Mr. 
However, to avoid 


counterpoise, it work- 


package deal, providing 
as the Deputy 


these cases the consensus |. 


fined to the members of g 
the Congress Parliamentary Party. f 


In the usual course, it was the | 


duty of the party secretariat to 
organise a meeting to choose the 2 
new leader. 

usurped this function of the party f 
members on the specious plea that > 
a coniest would WAKA 

and must be avoided. 


tution of 


mocratic mode of election was net- | 


But Mr. 


the party | 
he substi- | 
a consensus for the: de- | 


ther correct nor justified. A well-| 


fought-out 


contest for party posi- F 


tions do not leave a trail of bitter- | 


ness 


in disciplined 


organisations | 


elsewhere. Nor need it have been | 


otherwise 


here. 


The relations between the Con- | 


gress President and. the P.M. have |. 


uneven. course from-—tho | 


run. am un $ 
days of Mr. Lal Bahadur Shastri. | 


Though 
ween the 
the P.M. 


spheres- of responsibility, | 


as distinct fro 


ability. It 
for the P. 


the House and adjust policies with- | 
out surrendering the essentials to 


secure the 


AURIS 
cularly w | 
EC y controlled by the; | 


Opposition, can the Central Gov-| — 


tent units 


the personal equation bet: | 


Congress President and | 
will continue to be 2; 


factor in developing harmo- | 


between the two | 


Work- | 


E s 


Kamaraj | 
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CONFRONTATION IN |, 
^* "CONGRESS g 
Party and Government 


By GIRILAL JAIN 


to it that there was no conflict 
between the office of the Prime 
Minister and that of the Congress 
president. He achieved this objec- 
tive by holding the two offices him- y 
self and by ensuring that only men 0 
acceptable to him were  clected ES > 
Congress presidents. A Nae 
As a result of Mr. Nehru's I 
hegemony it came to be assumed | 
that India had accepted the British | — 
ractice of the Prime Minister | 9 3 
scing supreme in the party organi- | 
sation as well. This assumption | 
ignored the highly important point | 
that Mr. Nehru's was a unique | 
case. | 
Three factors are noteworthy in| 
this context. First, Mr. Nehru'a 
personality. He commanded tho! 
affection and respect of the people | 
by virtue of his contribution to the | 
freedom movement and of being; 
Gandhi's political heir. His elec-| 
toral appeal was a great asset to! 
the Congress. He possessed a dyna- 
mism which no Indian leader has! 
matched since independence. | 


Party Machine E 


Secondly, after Sardar Patcl'a! 
death. in December 1950 no one inj 
the Congress had the necessary| 
stature to be able to mobilise the” 
party machine to confront him.! 
Finally, in spite of his tempera»! 
mental and policy differences mr 
party managers, he accommodated) ~~ 
them in the Government and thus 
eliminated the possibility of their? 
ganging up against him. Mr. S. | > | 
K. Patil’s inclusion in the Union, 
Government in 1957 after his per-! 
formance as party manager in the, 
Andhra election in 1955 is an in-i 
stance in point. i 
Of'-;giyation clearly begda to 
fame wave woe wovtar part ofi 

ave | —Mr. Atulya v5, cose 

he c gal, Mr, pe Ghosh'j 
yA Orrect ro. | 5 r. Kamara; į 
he Prime Mi. | na Mr. S. K. Pati so 
rty leadership 
soon 


| 


a 
ss 


IWT is fortuitous that the confron- 
- tation between the Prime Mi- 
inister and the party managers has 
|taken place on the question of the 
‘Selection of the Congress nominee 
‘for presidentship. The conflict 
¡between them had been building 
¡up for a long time and one issue 
¡could have been as good as an- 
¡other to bring it out into the open. 
| he forthcoming presidential elec- 
tion has thus done no more than 
|determine the timing of the clash. 
| Essentially the issues in dispute 
are starkly simple. Mrs. Gandhi 
joelieves that the Prime Minister's 
office is and should be the main 
centre of power in the country 
and that its incumbent. must have 
a decisive say not only in the-de- 
termination of.the | Governments 
policies but. also. in. the manage- 
ment of the ruling party’s_inter- 
nal. affairs. S APT E 

The Congress hierarchs, on the 
jother hand, contend that the Prime 
¡Minister owes her office to the 
party and must therefore listen—to 
thema. and share. effective... power 
with them, In other. words they 
are-asserting the. supremacy of the 
organisation. over. the Government. 
The fact that Mr. Morarji Desai, 
the Deputy Prime Minister, and 
Mr. Chavan, the Union Home 
| Minister, have reluctantly made 
¡common cause with the party 
| managers does not in any way de- 
¡tract from the effectiveness of this 
(argument 


$ | PM's Approach 


Mrs. Gandhi disputes the con- 
tention that she owes her office 
exclusively to the party. She be- 
lieves quite SPPcar” > thet «he in- 
herits her f x no Operate on 

ng n 
gt as s e d x the 
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¡Isation and/ 
¡[the party | 
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is axiomatic that it is 
M. to sense the mood of 
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ir acceptance. 


several constitu- | 
are 


emment always act at the behest | 


of the party organisation and thus) - 
holly identified with party | 
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issidents may elect. 


Hindustan ‘Times Correspondent ,President Jagjivan Ram is expect- | 


I |i it y q e c . A : : : 4 

Times of India? News Service Soto principal lieutenants, stronely against any solution which | mecting on M New Delhi March 21 — Theled to fix a date lor the next] 
NEW DELHI. March 23, Sha, ae te A and Mr. Uma ca" ta continue as |a fresh vote;dissident Kashmir Congress legis-|meeting of the Legislature Party | 
SE í 1 ; ankar, Diks it, after separate -hief Mir ister, They insisted that they | were informeélators today carried their war|in Jammu by March 25 and ap- 
COMPROMIS ormula was talks with Mr. Sadiq and Mr. sould be permitted to pass a_yote| ters desire against Chief Minister G. M. Sadig|point one of his secretaries, pos- 
evolved tonight following day- | Qasim today. i express its refa step further by deciding to elect} sibly Mr H, N. Bahuguna, as the 


long talks on the political crisis in| During her talks with Mr. Qasim 
Kashmir which provides for Mr.) last night, Mrs. Gandhi was under- 
M. Sadiq's continuance as Chief | stood to have told him that-ahe 
Minister and gives Syed Mir Qasim | did. not favowt a change _in_leader- 
complete control over the PCC. [ship as this would add 10 ahe—pre- 
Under the formula, Mr, Sadiq | sent. instahihty—in the State, But. 
m © lus Cabinet shortly ot the same time, she was agree- 
ine'ude some important mem-}able to making necessary adiust- 
basal the dissident. eroup-led_by; ments to mollify the dissidenis. 
Pau Qasim. The PCC and District"! She had assured that ihe-Chief 
“Congress Committees will also be Minister would. function in. close 


Ww 


n 


reorganised and whatever changes co-operation, with the organisational 
were made in the organisational | wing which Mr. Qasim would 


setup since March last vear when 
Ar. Qasim resigned. from PCC 
|presidentship following sharp dif- 
ferences with Mr. Sadiq will be 
annulled. 


LATE NIGHT EFFORTS 
This will mean that the suppor- 


Sontinue to be the head and neces- 
sary Cabinet changes would —also 
follow, She requested Mr. Qasim to 
use his influence with his followers 
hot to precipitate the crisis, 

Mr. Bahuguna and Mr. Dikshit met 
Mr. Qasim this morning and convey- 


¡ters of Mr. Qasim who were eli- i z HN ne ER EE s ae aes 
. k 4 ^N t esolve e eadiock, e 
| minated from the PCC or DCCs Oasim's. reaction? was not unfavour- 


“twill be taken back. 
— Efforts were being made till late 


tonight to persuade the dissidents 
cito accept the formula. Some of 


able, he said that he could not make 
any. commitment wühant. consulung 
the 32 dissident MLAs. who-have been, 
insisting—on a. change. of. leadership. 


_ them were, however, still in a de-| 7 uer. when Mr. Qasim met them 

fant mood. and unfolded the formula, most of 

~ The formula was evolved by Mrs. | the dissidents expressed themselyes 
* 


4 


of po-confidenc 


a 


© against. Mr, Sadiq 
cla new leader, 


Mr. Qasim was, however, reported 
lo have told them that it would be 
difficult for him to accept the leader- 
ship since he could not eo against 
the wishes of the Prime Minister who 
was keen on retaining Mr. Sadiq as 
Chief Minister, In the event of Mr. 
Sadiq's removal. the only alternative 
would be the imposiien ef President's 
rc which all e£ them. had. heen try- 
OSLO avert. 

PARTY MEETING 


He felt that the members should 
respect Mrs. Gandhi's wishes. They 
should leave other things to him and 
he would sce to it that the rights of 
the dissident members were fully pro- 
tected under the new arrangements. 

In spite of his persuasive speech. 
some members were still in a defiant 
mood and wanted the removal of the 
Chief Minister, The scene then shift- 


ed to 15, Windsor Place, headquarters 


of the ruling Congress Party. Mr. 
Bahuguna and Mr. Dikshit address- 
ed the MLAs and appealed to them 


to withdraw their move to oust Mr. 
Sadiq. 

The dissidents were told that Mr. 
Sadiq would be calling a full party 


told about thd leader of the 


Qasim new]|AICC's observer, 

Legislature Party| The Chief Minister said he did 

to bring abo) within a day or two. not intend to advise the Governor P 

between the Their leader will approach the|to dissolve the Assembly as alleged | 

tional wings, ¡State Governor with the list of {by the dissidents. Asked whether | 

present throu}his supporters among Congress and ¡Mrs Gandhi had suggested a meet- | 
Subsequent!) Opposition MLAs with the request|ing between him and the Pradesh | 


Sadiq's leader PCC President Mir 


ing Mr. Qasi that he should be invited to form Congress leader Mr Qasim, he 
ter at her ría Government since, Mr Sadia replied in the negative, - : 

patiently listg Bad lost confidence of the House.” { After having ascertained the | 
against Mr, j, Although the dissidents are still | views of Mr Sadiq, the Prime} 


that things 4 hoping that the High Command | Minister is likely to have a meet- 


also explaine Will give them permission to elect|ing wih Mr Qasim tomorrow, 
favour of cha new leader, they will not be} Minister of State for Information į 
& me, Jeterred from taking the step in|l. K. Gujral also had a meeting | 
10 Pointcíthe absence of such permission, In With Mr Sadiq and discussed w 
be a TapP'dsuch an eventuality, the Congress |him whether there was any pos 
Sadiq and Mi Party in the State will formally {sibility of a compromise, 
Take" basis. | split: The spokesman of the dissidents 1 
pull togetheri A spokesman for the dissidents | said they would invite af the! 
the State ar said the election of a new leader Congress legislators to the party 
followers shd was necessary to counter Mr meeting. He claimed that 35 MLAs i 
create the nSadiq's move to summon the|had already come out against Mr | 
smooth fund Assembly towards the end of the| Sadiq, They were also assured of | 
and the orz|month, making passage of the} support by the National Confer- 
Earlier, du budget before March 31 "impos-|ence and independents in a House 
called on thisible.” thus creating a constitutio- | of 70, That would give the new 
was his secjnal crisis forcing Presidents Rule|leader a stable majority in the 
since his ariand dissolution of the Assembly,” | House, Their intention is to im- 
Prime Minist Vote from party Pe Dt ZOR Governor that a | 
Chief Minister who met}St@ble alternative ministry is 
> 4 Prime Minister Indira Gandhi for PD in the event of Mr Sadlq's | 
Ya Kasi nearly an hour and also Mr Jag- | £€ on on the floor of the Assembly | 
jivan Ram told newsmen that the | 0 that he does not accept the | 
Continued f dissidents had no right to call a | Chief Minister's advice to suspend 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 


The 


i 
à meeting of ihe party, Only the|9! dissolve the legislature and | 
ji transpired beleader af tha ~ * could summon TO see E Tule,” E 
— A ent age AA tae ea ear eee ——————— ASE (daa ty which he ne spokesman, however, said | | 
ASA E A dero Sete a della. ý à my d March 25 in|the High Command was "examin- | 
ou we o si 11 er ully satisfied” jing” their demand for electing a ? 
= s : ) new : the Prime |#eW leader and they were “hope- 
as ILAA ESS Ü en O e NS Mrs Gandhi |ful Asked why were they re- 
E D ( t Prime Minister was the- majority |luctant to go to Jammu for all 
Ul Dork Xt. (6 70 heir talks were said Eo che situation.” Ho oe Be reiterated B ire neo he said “we are | 
| "The Times of India" News Service | Congress Legislature Party, This has | Mr. Qasim toniput th he had | fully seiten ie constitutional” the dership issue | pOr sure of the safety of our 
j IE > "| orrow ao $ «terised as “U : call a party and decided | legislators. Already three legisla- 
i already been conveyed to Mrs. Gandhi | postponed till x bers’ move to C hi : sa /tors hav YA : za n * 
NEW DELHI, March 21. | and her senior colleagues several other gemens ing | [ident Mem ren he, was leader of the Legislature {tors have been confined to a house | | 
| WHILE the Central leadership has According to authoritative sources, | | Mr. Sadiq ha 60-minute men ecting. Suse the party meeting bo y a and kept under police || ^ 
not yet beer able to decide how | Mrs. Gandhi is still keen on retaining | with Mrs. Gai this BUSH MES peisir only by him. EM Aes communicata Satie ih aul ar ; 
‘| the present crisis in Kashmir can be} Mr. Sadiq as Chief Minister. Other | he save his asment e: Anined that | onyen -esman of the dissi- should seek | world." : aoe 
resolved, the dissident legislators today | Senior Central leaders are, however, | situation in thate- He sprit. in the| Earlier, a spokestonference that t irom the Meetino wi 3 
announced their decision to call a | credited with the view that if Mr. Sadig | he sull commled a Ma i s told a news € d been Tr TE, eeting with Bahuguna X 
on o call a vie g cen formed her Ot | dent w leader ha ns prepared suna 
Party meeting shortly to elect a new] bas lost the majority support in the legislature par He "m i meeting of | decision to elect a ne straie Mr. Sadid'S -» Congress |. He said AICC General Secretary 
leader in place of the Chief Minister, | legislature party, he should unhesita- | his decision reall -a ARS to test | taken by them to e constitutional cri- " [Mr Bahuguna today called all the m 
| Mr. G. M. Sadiq, i tingly step down. to pave the way: for | the party on turn to Jami expressed | “attempts” to create Coi the Centre to? ¡dissidents individually and they! 1 
- k the election of a new leader, his strength, 1 the party he would | sis which would COP esident's rule. ¡told him that they had vol er ES 
Today's developments have _dam-| The Prime Minister is calling | lack of contnce in him. ld face | mlace the State under PIC jwithdrawn their su EE unter 
j pened all hopes of a compromise be- | Mir Qasim for a detailed discussion to- | resien immeately, He WOUN cosh A “asid nts’ | ‘Sadiq, support to Mr || 
| tween the two rival factions Jin the} morrow in an obvious bid to prevent | the Assembl only ti he wen za hrair diss! eu | i Replying 1 ia" ! 
du Congas: AIT eum da the|a showdown between the two groups. | vote of condence. n, Mr. Sadiq Kas ^ d r | against tieni Gea pene gharge l^ 
aissidents choice for leadership of the | Mrs. andhi igi , ce > i newsme 4 ASH gs, 9. ing “reactio- |f 
| a o p rs. Gandhi was originally to meet Later, tallag 10 A 9 to elect lea e | |nares, the spokesman said the PA 
i ‘a $ age 1, column 5 | (Sole! Minister should have “blush- 
; .Continued from P = dole tó NB ton before making the statement. | 
| | uld do everything possible latest Nem 4 liberal and democratic | 
They President's: Tule. f the | lin the revere Sufficlently exposed | 
avert Prokesman said that 35-0 Those who wea chayat elections.” | 
The spokes and 12 out i E who were against Mr Sadiq | 
TEET NES y ki - ‘LCs ha i T | were progressive and democratic [Um 
| elected MS "Since he had lost the and believed in the socialist D 
; | eMe he majority in the tegis- | | policies initiated by Mrs Gandhi” | 
: > EAS JA A AA MENS che pero. disillusioned with the f 
" : e lature Party, heir leader. In these cir- Pas Ges). E Minister who has been 
: 2 regarded as ESOS had no alternative ; Playing ihe tune 
y s, the? A 
: I f n g !| le O to elect a new leader. - ln CODE 
^ except to Clee! not in any way flouting 
: evi Mus =U so. they SOT op the, High Comman 
; 2 z : : : as ; the a Xx ch intention on his f 
i “The Times of India" News Service | Sadiq if the meeting was held  injdissident MLAs are determined to If there was any Suc : ne here Ssembly? ^ « | 
: s S EAE? & ; t have com Mbly? Wer 
Jammu. oust Mr. Sadiq and are in no mood): part, they would no to remove Mr. leader to call 


NEW DELHI, March 22. 


He was also reported to have in- 
formed the Prime Minister that in the 
present circumstances, eg compromise 
was not possible between the two 
rival groups. Mr. Sadiq was largely 
Indira Gandhi, and the dissident raiko neble. Ex Hue. present political 

er » i si instability in Kashmir. A large maj- 
aes Seg eat Qasin: ority of the MLAs and MLCs had 


Mr. Qasim was understood to have} turned against Mr, Sadiq because of 
the “wrong” policies pursued by the 


HE political crisis in Kashmir 
showed no signs of being resolv- 
fed after a 45-minute meeting tonight 
between the Prime Minister, Mrs. 


suggested to Mrs. Gandhi to ask the 

Chief Minister, Mr. G. M. Sadig, to | Chief Minister, be was understood to 
call a meeting of the Congress Legis | have said, 

lature Party in Delhi immediately tof wf Qasim also pointed out that he 
test his strength. The meeting should | pad at A stage aspired for Chief 
be held in the presence of Mr. Jagii- Ministership He was even willing 
van Ram, party's President, whol ig come here and work as the AICC 
should ascertain from the members General Secretary. 


collectively whether 


individually and 
confidence in Mr. 


they stiil had 
2diq’s leadership. 


Since Mr. Sadiq had claimed that 
he snil commanded the majority sup- 
port in the legislature party, he should 
not hesitate to hold the meeting m 
Deihi under the auspices of the Con- 
gress High Command. Mr. Qasim 
feared that pressure would be brought 
to bear on members to suppost Mr. 


But he could not finally accept the 
oHer made to him by the Congress 
President because of Mr. Sadig's 
"refusal" to make necessary adjust- 
ments in the PCC as suggested by 
him. He ako listed several other 
grievances against the Chief Minis- 
fer which had resulted in the present 

ddemand for a ch leadership. 
crisis has deepened | i 
sides ruling out a compromise. The 


Me 
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Bes eo 


to relent. Their attitude has harden- 
ed because of the claim made by 


Mr. à e of 
the dissidents are—bound to redefect 
to their camp withi ew 
days, 


It is not yet known whether the 
dissidents wil] attend the meeting ot 
the Congress Legislature Party being 
called in Jammu by the Chief Minis- 
ter on March 25 or 26. The mood 
in their camp is to unilaterally elect 
their new leader if the Congress High 
Command does not agree to a full 
meeting of the party in Delhi. 


Some of them even fear that they 
might be detained on one pretext or 
another if they return to Jammu to 
attend the party meeting. That is 
why they want the meeting to take 
place here with Mr. Jagjivan Ram in 
the chair. 


Mr. Sadiq is, however. unlikely to} 


accep! this Proposal, He is convinced 


that the dissidents do not want to face | 


the meeting, he says they are not sure 
of their strength, 
Mr. Sadiq is contemplating a Cabi- 


YA 
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to scek permission 
Sadia 


g of the party in} 
ex of April in Jammul 

S id wil be free to con-| 

£ "nS even at that time, 

ve will cooperate with him." =| 
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(From 14 back.” His intention was io re- 
( 2 Page 1, xg ) convene the Assembly by March 
appy with the attention the dis- 31. 


sidents have received in New Delhi. 

He is believed to have made known 

his strong views on it to the 
| highest quarters. The calculation of 

Mr Sadios supporters perhaps was 

that if the dissidents were ignored 
Win Delhi, the move against him 
D*would crumble. But the dissidents 

cquired importance automatically, 
ito the chagrin of the Ministeria- 

‘lists, when they claimed a ma- 
jority in their favour. 

Mr Sadiq, today said the issue 
could not be decided "on the road- 
sides in Jammu or eisewnhere." 

The dissidenis maintained today 
| that they were only waiting for the 
| High Command to allow them io 
elect a new leader. Mr Sadiq al- 
most conceded this demand when. 
he said that he will seek a vote of 
confidence from the party. 

t He said he will convene a meet- 
ing of the Legislature as soon as 
y i the dissidents “decide to. march 


$ 


yl 


an 


“Sadiq. Says He 
Will Quit If - 


y 


Shea Mi TTG 
Majority Wants 


20.—Tne Chief 


| 


JAMMU Mar 


BIO minister of ay munis isidents would vote according to} x Support to 
E N M. Sadiq. sai n iei nsc e. < > v c£ 16716 
E Su of legislators P me i Ohi nie nest not now nappen R e 2-6 E "RUt.c£. 1470 
© State Congress Legislature Party. j'5ocause Mr Sadiq has said that he; j 
dE in a uis ud M CEN Mill convene a meeting ‘of the Le-| a iq Ou te 
ENS ed to change e aU Eelslat Party. f x 
t E will no: resist even for a rre" dissident camp was rocked | , Hindustan Times Correspondent 
1 | moment and tender my TO EAS an apparently false report that [ox : New Delhi, March 19—Dissident Plarey Lal Karihaloo, Mr Sanaul- 
a tion." reports PTI. In that e te of its members had defected į ‘Kashmir Congress MLAs toda lah Banhali, Mr Ghulam Moham. 
$ he would also extend all CO- ihack to the Sadiq group. Denials | characterised as “misleadi y [mad Lone, Mr Amir Ullah K 
leader, he | + . » ing and | Mr M han 
j | operation to the new leader, a ya [rie State' Finance Minister Sidon e DT gba] E Chunilal 
E F : PS f 7, Qe L. gra's claim regarding at- E ulam Moham- 
| Addressing Congress ' workers i J&K MA lodges — -)tendance at yesterday's legislture thee Beg. He also pointed out of 
^j from Doda district here. ee] V- MV Ae - | y Party meeting at Jammu, accents LCs 8 were nominated and, 
EN Sadiq said: “As a democrat [Deci Kee complaint | prom? ¡challenged Mr. Dogra to | they had nc yor, Constitution, 
T lieve in all democratic values. | * n ae : more than 43 out of 94] h ote. It was of little | 
$ ade the members of elp to Mr Sad 
| have every rignt to persu i| Jammu, March 16 (UND-Mrj|. * rs of the legislature party among hi adiq to count them! 
LS members to my. point of view bu | Jagat Ram Arya, MLA, lodged a | | were present at the meeting, SNE Is supporters when they | 
ES Sire not exercise that uo 4 complain with the police yester | ; cu Lu aM wau beistibels he not vote., 
| "Méferring to the prorogation of 3 day against ulam Mohammad, . ; ion in the light e requested 
pee silo bv me Governor. Mustafa, brother-in-law of Mir pasto declaration that they mould sident to eoa a nTen Prez 
ig said it was inevitable | Lasgan, MLA, belonging to the i Minister gence. vole against | the party in Delhi to ascertain the 
| because the legislators had OT- jj Qasim group, and Bharat, son |= ETET Uster G. M. Sadiq, their | correct situation. [ 
B wanized what he called, a "CAMP fof Mr Trilochan Dutta, MIA: O President give then per ios | With Mr Sadig's arrival 
Sid ip ihe darkness of-nieht" In ade: M alleging that they had harassed | |they would vale ce mission, | morrow, discussions on the Kash. | 
E see AEE RO ie Ue enn pim in the Legislative ostel. |; | Mr Mahant Ko ainst Mr Sadia. mu #jalation Will be resumed IS 
not used to oO | here, | | he had pled " enie le Central leaders, Th ; 
goo he E ne Con: | They had confined him by PEA f | Sadiq ancisined fe MP Doses, Mr puten sie anes to d | 
O REANA || ing the door of his room. Mr said h in Delhi : sembly a hi 
gress should not be EEN E A En by removing the hinges. | ^  |met the Prime Mini and had | Jammu next week. eo Un 
EI UU UE added li His life was still in danger, Mr £ | leaders yesterday Paice ando een 
er implications, A | y 
Bis New Delhi, dissident Cean Arya said. p f Sanane usi and demanded change ram L 
| gress legislators of Jammu cx P Sadi k an , ERECT pi uch reports were | IATA 
Kashmir met the Congress. (Ry) adiq makes Thi only to create confusion. | 
President Mr Jagiivan Ram. and > | “fis proved the hollowness of the : 


placed before him their demand 


y 
n 


In the face of the threat to his 
Ministry. Mr Sadiq appeared quite 
confident. He was eager to talk to 
correspondents, in contrast to ear- 
ler occasion when he used to shy 
away from them. 

Mr Sadiq made it known that 
the meeting of the Legislature Party 
would be held in Jammu (and not- 
in Delhi). But he was prepared to 
meet them “here and elsewhere.” 
Asked if he would send for them, 
he said: “I will try to locate them." 
He maintained that a proper no- 
tice had been given in calling the 
last meeting of the Legislature Par- 
ty. ñ 


Conscience again 


Mr Sadiq 15 accompanied here by 


— E 
Sadiq 
P On ed X 1G x) e 


Hindustan Times Correspondent 
were promp: New Delhi, March 20—Kashmir 
the five: n»Chief Minister G. M. Sadiq today 
createu was held out the threat to the dissi- 
ness in botndents in his party that convening 
numbers garof the State Legislature was. con- 
ning over nditional upon their reposing cen- 
others campfidence in him. 

Side hopes ^ Ruling out any rapprochement 
D S ps ott with. the Qasim group in the par- 
SE Ed ty he said whatever . plans the 
He replied , Central leaders might have to 
extension of resolve, the political crisis in the 
had d E State, he. was "not going to ac 
e 9* S8Pleept anything that hedges,” 
i Mr Sadiq who arrived today 
Sadiq from Jammu to attend the Natio- 
na! Development Council meeting 
JAM leaders on 


and for talks with the Central 

the fluid political 

z ¡situation in his State, categorical- 

ERA Ey stated that he would not go 

that he waPelore the Assembly "unless. the 

nis evt “y legislators give me a vote of con- 
ance Minist fidence. 


ma 


his Ministerialist colleagues Mr G. aS IA He maintained he had-the-ma- 
E Dogra a MI Ere ries SS He “added: Jority m added that zie party 
ut he Ministers 1 e adc Uu could adopt a vote of no-confi- 
have their. resignations to and want laonco in him if it liked. Asked 
him canie with Dem tonight. a leadership. when the Legislature Party meet- 
The dissident leader, Mr Qasim, ling would be held he said as soon 


continued to maintain an enigmatic} 
silence on the crisis. His lieutenants, 
the 31 dissident MLAs, completed 
their round of talks with their 
meetings with Mr Jagjivan Ram, 
Mr Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed and Mr} 
Dinesh Singh today. | 

The dissident spokesman, Mr 
itedar, was asked what the. 
denis would do f the Assembly 


i 


Fo- | 
; 


y 


offer 


dissi- 4 


was called without tne leader hav-' 
ing been changed. He said the dis- f 


las the dissident MLAs who are 
‘demanding his ouster “march 
back” to the State, Nothing could 
ibe done in the absence of these 
imembers, 

| While the Chief Minister main- 
(tained a tough posture towards 


| Maori 


majority of inel 


$ ange in the State's | | were with Mr Sadiq. 
© icadershin Says UNI. Íl Jammu, March 16 (UND—Chlef y thee nderit Malhotra, MP, said | 
fe Jagiivan Ram told reporte"!  vinister G. M. Sadiq today offer- | Legislen strength of the Congress 
later that he haved to meet them} © cy to accept the verdict of the | ci ER ature Party was 94-61 ex. f 
again. ` n zi | defectors, if after an hour's, €x- | bre the Speaker. in the As- | 
“A spokesman for the dissident) diucive meeting with him “any- man MEAE luding the chair- 


roup said 30 MLAs were, presen 


Bi at me meeting. He sgid heri ‘him as leaders of the State Con-| — So far 34 M 
W were satished with their SB Dir. Tenislature E 5 lat | 
A with him. Industrial]? Talking to newsmen here this) | f 33 MEGS e | 
ES They also met the In Fakh-| | evening. Mr Sadiq said defections oie had 
"| Development Minister. I th had been arranged in an "atmos- moves cul 
ruddin Ali Ahmed. and the | phere of intrigue and like a coup. Therefore, 
| ternal Affairs Minis er. ere helone: talones AS Leave 
pono shmir/=) them—the ta cc Bios ie 
; : E n 2 y 3. e in 
5 3 ead Pu accept their verdict, 
jhe said. 


M 
M 


Hussain an 
Aslam, MLAs. 


WA 
r r 
Yagoob S 


| where" they stl 


ii 
E 


Te 


ll did not accept 


E d normel fu TE 
aed - notion- 
MT ing_of democratic institutions— 

E the State. in 


The Deputy Chief Whip of 
party: Mr Mangat Ram MLC fx 
e would not like to mention the 
names of all the 18 MLCs who had | 
* jsought change of leadership be- 
{cause of the harassment to which 
legislators were being subiected. 
Ho. ONU, said the li-t include 


> S. L. Mahaian: Lal in | 
Dess Mr Sanaullah Bodha Me | 


makes an offer to diss 


/ihe—dissidenis, who today met 
ihe "neu" Congress President, Mr 
Jagjivan Ram, Industrial Deve- 
lopment Minister Fakhruddin Ali 


Ahmed and Foreign Minister 
Dinesh Singh, also ruled out a 
compromise With him. They 


would settle for nothing less than 
change of. leadership, 


Mr Sadiq imposed two condi- 
tions on his opponents--they must 
return to Jammu and then vote 
him down in the Legislature 
Party meeting. “The issue could 
not be settled on the roadside in 
Jammu or elsewhere,” he remark- 
ed. This is also taken to mean à 
warning to the Central leaders, 
who have given a patient hearing 
to the dissidents. much against 
his wishes, that he is against 
their interference. He is report- 
edly sore over the Central lead- 
ers' insistence that he should not 
recommend dissolution. of the As- 
sembly, 


The Chief Minister indicated that 
the Assembly would meet before 
March YW after the Congress Legis- 
lature Party had repased confidence 
in.him. As regards chances of a 
compromise with Mr Qasim, he said 
the whole situation had changed. 
“A rapprochment should be honour- 
able. No Government can be run 


on_conipronuse,”’ 


At the same time he maintained 
"family dispute" 


the rift was a 


A ment 


d onts 


, and could be settled in the appro- 
priate forums 
"When it was brought to his notice 


| 


1 


that the dissidents had contended 
that Insufficient nofice had been 

given to them to reach Jammu jor 

the party meeting on Marco 17, he 

said under the -hour notice - 
[was necessary and that was given. | 
| As to whether he planned to meet 
| the 32 dissident MLAs now, he sald 

“Jet them come and meet me here 

or elsewhere.” Whether ne would 

fake the initiative, he replied : "I | 
will try to locate them,” 

"When asked what had led tof 
defection from hls camp, the Chief | 
Minister remarked it was the ex- | 
tension of a certain article in the | 
Indian Constitution which had aot 
applied to us so far." 

In keeping with his determina- 
fion to oppose intervention by the | 
Central leaders, as demanded by | 
dissidents, he did not seek any ap- |: 
pointments with them today. Hel 
may do so tomorrow. The Central || 
leaders have so far adopted aly 
strictly neutral attitude in the dis- | | 
pute between Mr Sadiq and Mr | 
Qasim, “I gave them a patient ii 
hearing" was Mr Jagjivan Ram's fi 
comment after the meeting with | | 
(hem: Mr F. A. Ahmed and Mr | 
Dinesh Singh wanted to know whe- |; 
ther there was any possibillty of mi 
compromise but the dissidents ruled | 
that out, | $ 

Despite Mr Sadig's desire regard- |^ 
ing non-interference bv the Central! 

, i 
"Sadiq offers | 
OCU 4g OTTEFS 
ro convene 


Y 


i 
u 
i 


2 
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Continued from page 1 col 


the latter are expected to | 


pi sidents In the present political 
pe sis, which may well mean the 
t of. the Sadiq. Ministry and 

| possibly President's rule in the 
Stai", they do not intend to stand 
laloof While they will continue to 
| support, they wiil advise-hüim 40 
J bow out in case itis decisively 


| proved that he. has lost tie majo: 
rity 

But a jew leaders do not seen! 
| to share the majority view that ini 
position of Presidents Rule ane 
suspension-of the Kashmir Legiske, 
ture for some time would . tell on 
| ihe country's -prestige. They fee: 
¡that way Mr Sadig may be able to 


| win over the dissidents and wetura 
| lo power. fs 
| Soon afier Mr &Aadiq's arriva: 


+ some oi his supporters were trying 


| to establish contact with the dissi- 
| denis so as to take them to the 
| ferences. 
"rive members of thie Kashmir As- 
l sembly. who were late last nigh 
Jreporied lo have issued 
taken at a party meeting held at 
af Minister ^2. M 
deni 
a statement, 


Cnief Minister io sort out their dif- 
| EA 
supporting the 
T. 
todav "i 


^ TAMMU, March 25, 
BE Chief Minister, Mr. G. M. 
penn de ee here this 
morning that his inet might b 
reshufiled within a month. à 

The Chief Minister, who arrived 

re from Delhi, said in reply to 
a question that he had refused tp 
Tecogmise Srcd. Más sim as. PCS 
Chief “incertain circumstances, but 


has now withdrawn his—earlior 
The Chief Minister reiterated 


that his talks in Delhi had led to 
greater understanding between the 
wo groups in the Congress. He, 
however, did not disclose the na- 
ture of the understanding. 

Asked what were the reasons for 


"rhe in Jammuro ee pu 


re bue: hi Ee 
dn al undentanding - 
apa e rival groups, Mr. Sadi 
said: "You will come YA know in 
due time." 


P.M, THANKED 


The Chief Minister said that the 
Congress Lerislature Party would meet 
on March 27, It was necessary that 
the party expressed confidence in his 
leadership before the Assembly meeting 
on March 28 so that the party moved 
in a single direction, he added. 


Earlier Mr. Sadiq was given a 
rousing reception by Congress workers 
at the airport. 

Addressing party workers, the Chief 
Minister said he was glad that Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi and other Central 
leaders had appreciated his stand. 

lo.r:un tbe Goxermment-in Jammu 
and. Kashmir, was nota child's play," 
Mr, Sadiq said. Across the borders 


express renewed confidence in, 
lihe leadership of Mr. Sadiq. The} 


{Chief Minister js 


budget session of the State Assemb- 


Jily on March 28. 


N 
| 
| been reached between. 


Qasim, on the basis of a 


ya smooth passage. 


A split in 
which could have led to the 
| position of Presidents rule 


=| the Prime 
!tain Mr. 


1 MRS. GANDHIS VIEW 


3 


| would strengthen 
f Front in the valley and the 


i Sangh in Jammu. 


The. compromise. formula.isa 
of the stand taken 


> total vindication I 
"d (MENE “Qasim. It will enable 
Qasim 


¿year Although Mr. Qasim 


Dwithdran n his resignation 


— Qasim's 


the State Congress 


l been averted largely by the ciforts 
of Mr. Qasim. He responded to 
Minister's appeal. to re- 
Sadiq as Chief Minister 
and thus maintain the party's unity. 


Mrs. Gandhi was convinced that 
' Mr. Sadig's exit at this stage would, 
‘instead of resolving the stalemate, 
add to instability. This, in turn, 
ihe Plebiscite 
Jana 


to have complete control 
— exer the ECC which has remained 
almost defunct far the last. 


one 


from the 
> PCC Rzesideniship same. weeks age, 

"he was not being recognised as ihe 
par boss by... Mr. Sadiq. Mr. 
first lask now will be to 
reactivate the. PCC 10, enable ito |i 


convening thaj | 


With full rapprochement having, 
Mr. Sadiq d & 
Land the dissident leader, Syed Mir [> } 
com- | 
Es, promise formula evolved yesterday, |. 
the State budget js now assured o 


INK: od 


im- | 
has | 


Mr. 


had 


| face effectively the challenge from| 


the Plebiscite Front and the Janaj 


~ Sangh. 


k of the PCC is being Queue 

1 gets formally hand E. iE 
of the dme the 

ion to Mr. Qasim. The PCC as 
ui as the. DCCs wili be recon- 
stituted to inject new blood asi 
well as bring back some senior © $ 
been eli- 


. caled soon to 
| over the charge 
i 


party members who bad 
minated by 


Qasim. 


m averse : 
Secreatry. but it 


Mr. Sadiq because | 
they were closely aligned to Mr. = 


ae T W-India responsi 
e? should be given a 2 [ong 


| ek 


WA. M 


K 


which kept 


A bolieved that the necessary 
changes will be made only after the 


152 


LS 
of the State wero two enemies and 
not a day passed when they did no! 
create some sort of tension. He was 
grateful to Mrs. Gandhi for ensuring 
stability in the State. y 

Mr. Sadiq hoped that all members 
x d would work together and 
strengthen not only the legislature 

Congress or 


pary but also the ganisa- 
tion. 


Kashmir dissidents 
return 
NEW DELHI, March 25: Most 
of the 32. dissident, members of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly who 


had come here to persuade the Gon- 
eress-Hieh Command to help them 


elect a new leader- in -place of the 
Chief Minister, Mr. G. M. Sadiq. 
left for Jammu today. 


A spokesman for them told news- 


* 
wy 


QML rimo tyre Qe ey 
included in the Cabinet, 


se 


inet 


ment that they would follow the ad- 
vice of the Prime Minister to main- 
tain unity in the party. 


>) 


Their leader, Mr. Mir Qasim, is‘ 


however, in the Capital, UNI. 


Assembly meeting on 
March 28 sought 


JAMMU, March 25: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Chief Minister, Mr. G. 
M. Sadiq, called on the Governor, 
Mr. Bhagwan Sahay. this evening and 
was with him for about two hours, 

He is understood to have requested: 
the Governor to convene the Assembly 
on March 28.—UNI. 


Dr. Karan Singh's hope 


NEW DELHI, March 25: Dr.|r 
Karan Singh, Union Minister for]? 
Tourism and. Civil Aviation, welcom- Ic 
if 
n 
T 
M 


~~ Tassideats- ANI ior trot ine torn 


rity of the High Command and woulc 


Mr. Qasim had ceeded some act as desired by the Central leaders 
months ago the exclusion rom the MPs E ae 
| : B Ne = f " |; HAPPY 
-Cabinet of Pir Giasuddin and Mi. - c j 
Nur Mohammad. Whilo most Kashmir MPs wen 
Mr, Sadiq told newsmen this even- | happy over the accord, Dr, Kara 
ling that a Cabinet reshuffle had been | Singh, Union Minister for Tourisn 


lon the cards for some time. But this 
would not be done immediately, It is 
Cabinet 


session. | 
told newsmen after 


d budmet 
He 


Y 1 
a meeting 
swith Mrs. Gandhi that his talks here 


and Civil Aviation, does not seem t 
have reacted favourably te the for 
mula, He obviously does not wan 


Mr. Qasim to have complete contre 
over the PCC. He is particular 
averse to Mr, Tirlochan Dutt, h 
principal opponent in the Jammu Cor 


Jon the Kashmir situation had led to| gress, being given any responsib 
ja rapprochement between the two} position'in the organisation. It 
Igroups. He characteriséd the  revo!t| understood that Dr. Karan Sing 


jagainst his leadership by the dissidents | wanted Mr. Sadiq not only to cont 


jas a storm in a tea cup. When he 
|came here, he was not dissatisfied; he 
jwould be returning to Jammu tomor- 
row fully satisfied. He declined to give 
| the details of the compromise formula. 

Under the compromise formula, all 
in 


the changes made by Mr. Sadia 


the PCC and DCCs since March last 
the 


j 

| 

| 

| 

ES Presidentship are to be annulled. | hoped that the 
But 

Í 


year when Mr. Qasim resigned 

before this is done, the 
| will. be looked 
Secretary of the ruling AICC. 


as Vice-President. 


Mr. Qasim will appoint two General 
| Secretaries, one from Jammu and one 
| from the Valley. He will have a free 
Tarlochan 

Genera! 
Secretaries or alternatively may be in- 


Mr, 
of the 


hand in doing so. 
|Dutt may be one 


Cabinet. 


Qasim 


| cluded in the 
Jt took Mr. 
E accept the compromise 
The hardliners 


vote of no-confidence against 


it would be wrong on their pan 


| Minister. She had made it clear 


y adopted sympathetic attitude and 
T | pressed her readiness to concede 


Bj abide by her wishes. 
j| here to seek 


verdict. x i 


wanted a) sotn Ri 


Me Si A 


matter 
into by the” General 


Mr, Chau Ram. who has been 
acting as President of the PCC, wil 
be reverted to his previous position 


several hours 
| today to persuade the dissident MLAs 
formula. 
among the dissidents 
were insisting till this afternoon that 
they should be permitted to pass a 
Mr. 
Sadiq. But Mr. Qasim told them that 


him that while she was in favour of 
> |] necessary adiustments, she wouid not 
E allow a change of leadership. 


exsonable demands of the dissidents. 
| As disciplined Coneresymen thev must 
They had come} another 
d the Righ ADON demand 
permission fo onst Mr, Sadio: Since] w : E: 
Sl this nermiesion had bees refused. it all protect our rights. 
j was their duty ao accept. Mrs. Gandhi's 


Mr. Qasim said that there woùli he | ty 


a soli in the State Congress if 
‘ise delit the High Comming. 
He be'ieved That no one in t DTE 


WS fne thar 
me hack’ o^ 


nue as Chief Minister but also con 
ro! the PCC. His voice has not pr 
vailed. 

The accord was welcomed. amor 
others, by Mr. Mohammed Shañ O 
reshi; Union Deputy Minister f 
Steel and Heavy Engineering He sa 
that the crisis had been resolved | 
Mrs. Gandhi's timely intervention. I 
i two groups wou 
work in close co-operation. 


Plebiscite Fronts 
LÀ . AL 
sinister move 

SRINAGAR. March 24: The 
are clear indications now that 1 
Plebiscite Front plans to work j 
a new constitution for Jammu a 
Kashmir after it has been returr 
to power in the State in the m 
elections. 

The vice-president of.the Fre 
Sofi Mohammad Akbar. made t 
abundantly clear in a public spec 
near Sopore yesterday while a 
wering criticism of the Front 
cision to take part in elections 
the State Assembly under the 
dian Constitution, 

Mr. Akbar said 


10 the Plebis 


act asainst the wishes of the Prime j Front candidates would take 


toj oath under the existing Const 
tion with a view to "changing 
later” just as Mr. Nehru and ~ 
Jinna had once took an oath 


; SYMPATHETIC ATTITUDE allegiance to the British cr 
>} Mr, Qasim pointed out that before assuming office before, 
— throughout the talks Mrs. Gandhi | dependence”. 


ERA , According to à published 
the | sion of his address to his p 
workers Mr. Akbar declared: ' 
will change the Constitution ` 
Constitution. ...We 
& new constitution w 


CONTRADICTORY STAN 


The Plebiscite Front till re 
bad taken the stand that « 
the future of Kashmir had no 
been settled through a plebi; 
‘the. party could not take cogni: 
j af any extension of the Indian 
stitution to the State and w 
1 4{*herefore, 
vity under it. 


the 


ske part in v'ections 

3 al now la 
ihe latest Front — stand as 
ipled" and 


take no part in any “Aci 


Critics of the Front decision to 


" „as “une 
contrudictory”,— 


changes soo 


NA 


T £ : ^ f 
NEW DANGER IN 
a KASHMIR 
U^ Mr. Sadiq’s claim that he 
stili retains majority support in! f 
the new Congress Legislature | 
Party in Jammu and Kashmir 
cannot be taken at its face 
value in view of the reported 


UIT ae 


prorogation of the “Assembly 
the suspicion _ that. he—is_no | 
longer sure of his position. It} 
is possible that he may be able! 

to win back some of his; ? 


erstwhile supporters who! 


AA AI 


have now. crossed over—ta 
the Oasim group. Legis- | 


lators in Kashmir, as in cther| 4 
States, switch their loyalty} 

according to their convenience. | 
But Mr. Sadiq does not have; 
much time because the 
Assembly has got to meet 
before the end of the month to} 
pass the budget for 1970-71.) 
Even if he succeeds in winning || 
over some of the defectors, how | 
can he be sure that some others | 
will not defect or that the 
Qasim group will not join the] 


Opposition in passing a vote of} 1 
no-confidence in the ministry? | 
As an experienced and shrewd | 
politician, he should. realise. by | 


nowthat-he—-needs— the—co- 
operation of Mir Qasim-and-his 
group. This means that he 
should end his private. -war 
against the. Pradesh... Congress |! 
Committee, recognise Mir |! 
Qasim as its President and. give, 
the. aggrieved group proper 
representation. inthe Cabinet. 
In-the prevailing. political situa- 
tion it is pointless for him. to || 
argue that it is his exclusive || 
nreracative-to choose his Cabi- |} 
SO Pore: Iter eal le 

“y Aeqwog sais saa ; 
“OLIVIA C? 
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President's rule, | * 4, | 
vs dq Sid , l d T A I» vo c E 
says dissiaen eader | | 4 ba E 
y "The Timés of India” News Service | Rapprochement Bid ü bL Wa nei 


NEW DELHI, Marh 19. to prevent the clection of a new I tate i | ' ^ E 
e 5 Lyn ^s - AI (us Mot. "e | N ; : | 


ii ISSIDENT Congress MLAs who|leader of the legislature party. His 
FROM OUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 


are demanding a change of lead- | strategy was to bring the State under 
Rership in Kashmir said here today President's rule, while keeping — the 
NEW DELHI, Saturday.—The Congress (R) leadership 
Stake a ea KA Te dca [os 


M har the Chief Minister, Mr. G. M, | Assembly suspended. They expressed 
 Sadig, was likely to recommend im- [the hope that the Central leadership 
EOS position of President's rule in the would not let the Chief Minister 
B State, instead of seeking a fresh vote [have his way and direct him to 

of confidence from the Congress | resign as he had lost the majority, so 
Legislature. Party. that a new Ministry could be formed. 
According fo the information re-| Sources close to Mr. Sadia, how- 
eived by them from Jammu, Mr.|ever, denied that the Chief Minister 
adiq would do everything possible | would recommend President's rule. 
Mr. Sadiq, they claimed, süll com- 


ARMA? ~ \manded the majority support in the 
Assembly and me auestion of Presi- 


j o 

Sadi calls denis rule oeng imposed ta Kush- 

/ mii did not arise, 
Under Article 91 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Constitution, the Chief Mjn- 
i $ empowered. — to. recommend 
ion of President's; rule... He 
> suggest either suspension or 
on of. the. State. legislature. 


" 


, According to a report from Jammu, |! 
six of the 32 dissident MLA; who i} 
are here had redefected to Mr. | 


| “The Times of India" News Service 
| JAMMU, March 19: The Chief 
| Minister, Mr. G. M. Sadiq, today 


> by legis- 


adig’ “e 1 i "C ^ 
| dubbed as “great beraya)’ Sadiq's camp. But this was cate 


gorically denied by the spokesman of 


|| According to an official spokes- Delhi. there were three to five more | 
ji man, hundreds of tcachers today 
I| marched to the Chief Minister's resid- 
Si ence and assured him of their support 
SS land resolve to work for popularising 
his programme and policies. 
Addressing the teachers, Mr. Sadiq 
LES Valiesed that some members ol the 
"| Congress Legislature. Party—had_been 
| secceilv whisked sway ^ to. Delhi—by 
PO} misleading — them ¿hat the Centr) 
(ship -wanted a change in —the 
1 State leadership 
d He hoped that they would soon 


who had not yet arrived here. 


Mators Y nte -hang sader- 
ua wanted to change lader me “dissident MLAs. Ho said that | 
He was referring to the recent de- this report had been circulated | " b 
!velopments in the State Congress the supporters of the Chief Minister J E 
Legislature Party. - with the main object of creating son- d 
Deprecating defections, he said that fusion and breaking the solidarity of | 
conspiracies hatched outside the party the dissidents. | 
| framework to change the party leader He was confident that the Chief | 
ator “topple the Government could | Minitter would fail in his efforts to! 
El hardly be described as democratic | win back any of the dissident mem: 
| procedure." bers. Besides 32 MLAs who were in f 


i 

CLAIM REFUTED i 
The spokesman also refuted the i 
claim made by the State Finance | 
Minister, Mr, G. L. Dogra that 3} 


majority of the legislators had at- ji 


tended yesterday's meeting in Jammu j| AHMED T 1 y 
called by the Chief Minister, Mr. i | j | m 
Dogra's statement was not only in- f | 
correct”, but “misleading”. Besides || i 
the majority of the MLAs, 18 MLCs| HMIR 
of a total of 33 had also supported | 

the demand for a change in leadership. | (Continued from page 1 col 8) and without, no effort should be | 


The meeting ia Jammu could not have | effectiv spared to creat ity im 
been attended by more thin 43 mem- in dae Cs stable Government, State to avoid Am Paes 


i 
i 


Mi realise their mistake and return to 
‘the party fold. 
s He said that he was not perturbed 


Bland hoped that the situation would | hers out of a total of 94. which was! Th Agde EE È | 
: M ES Jp $ ot ota . SALES hey were noi taki in 128 in international forums. : 
by the tecent happenings in Bess the strength of the Congress Legisla-[ the quarrel, but the nk, Sides OR Mr Chaadra Shekhar urged that || 
become normal and the legislature | tyre Party. | which the Assembly was prorogu- “20 precipitate action be taken | 4 


pU iüonvoned. shortly. Interestingly Mr. Mahant Ram.| € “needs much io explain", A HE might aggravate the polit- | 
MIA, who was stated to be present meeting of the Pradesh Congress Thee in Kashmir, 

at the meeting in Jammu issued a state- Committee and the State Con- y. je, cent developments in 

| ment here today to deny that he was gress legislature | party should tion of the conti logical culmina- 

supporting Mr. Sadio. t was abso- be sone to “thrash out the the Requisiticniata’ Gee rift within 

Jutely wrong, he said in a statement! ted: leadership", they sug- Ime basic need 15 Congress Party, 


4 : nas 


¿e wa A 
MU Ie ec 


i . Ex-Minister's. complaint 


j T e Jammu| 3 : : pestis _Tesolve organ- 
that he was present at the Jammu! Kashmir being a strategic area (atonal problems in the State has || 


ES 15 qp. polis Mehier 
“The” Times of India" News Service ; meeting. He had issued a statement and prone to pressure, both within been there for a long time. He || 


along with other dissident members called for steps to promote nnde. 


BA JAMMU, March M 4: Mufti | demanding change in leadership. | standin nt 
r ^ ^ Š na g cr 4 n i er . g and co- 3 A x 
Mohammed Sayeed, who resigned A : ; j all sections of hs nalion among | : A Ü est 
Las DU. Minister this morning, || C.M. EXPECTED TODAY EE rne Jana Sangh Pide | ALIA aa 
lodged a int with the Inspec- " Meanwhile, the Chief Minister is ex- | > | Vajpayee, today asked for Tae ' : EY e Mor 


4 diate Central i ti 
T MEM d interveniion to st 
za | i the open assault on democracy P 
L3 $ | the Constitution in Kashmir” 


- tor-General of Police in the even- || pected to arrive here tomorrow. Hoe | 

ing about a "violent" demonstra- B wil be meeting Mrs. Gandhi and other | 

‘tion outside his residence. | Central leaders to give his assessment | $ 

The Mufti said that some sup- | of the situation. Mr. Qasim whof & 

“porters of the Sadiq group went to flis also here has not yet met snyf i 

— his house in a jeep and shouted |. Central leader, His supporters have AS 
slogans abusing him. They also [rud out any rapprochement between p 


ij threw stones at his house. the OUR ades ox 
» 1 & e issident 2 AS 8 100! 
y He named eight persons among g the President of the Ruling Congress, 
the demonstrators. He also alleged aan tomorrow, They EBENE 
hat while the demonstration was | pan APT Ram, t à y M 
| : Shave decided to stay here, till their 3 
lin progress, the police guard posted |} demand for electing a new leader is 
‘outside his residence informed him | conceded. They are quite confident 
| that it had received orders to with- | of convincing the Central leadership 
draw immediately. — | lof the need for a change in leader- 
- The Mufti said in his complaint |} ship. According to their spokesman. 
that he could not get in touch with | | the response from the Central leaders 
the Inspector-General or the Supe- is not discouraging. 
rintendent of police immediately b ORE 
as his telephone had gone “out of 
rder" all of sudden. 


J & K SANGH LEADE 
R 
REFUTES CHARGE 


From Our Correspondent 


| JAMMU, Mar 1 
= 4—Th 
ee Kashmir Jana Sangh lead 
an remnath Dogra, has in Sx 
yea ponent refuted the allegati 3 
| e in the State RRRA 


E 


in i 2 h 
publi oy singly isolated 


Centre 
watching 
Kashmir 
situation 


“The Times of India" News Service ithan to policies, threaten the stability of 
NEW DELHI, March 13: Whilclthe State. 


tho Centre is deeply perturbed over | 
the developments in Kashmir jn view 
rift in the State Congress, it is unlike- 
ly to take any initiative until the si- 
tuation crystallises. 


o 


Two or possibly three States have 
moved into the crisis zone following a series 
of rapid developments. The prorogation of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly following 
the reported defection of 35 Congress mem- 
| bers marks a further stage in the strains that 
¡had earlier developed in the party's organ- 
jisational wing. Mir Qasim has not been 
¡able to see eye to eye with the Chief Min- 
ister, Mr Sadiq, and the differences between 
| them, seemingly more related to personalities 


UPSETS ^ 
ed might enable him to v 
support to prop up his 
will surely damage his 
irretrievably. Firm and 
the New Congress leaders] 
as the dissidents continue 
to Mrs Gandhi and Mr Jagj 
and Kashmir cannot affor 
coalition of President's rul 
In Orissa, the Swatan 
coalition has also been red 


' 


Kashmir 
resigns: 


alt His. ete] 


Dy. 


| Qasim as one of the General Secretaries of 
of the long-range repercussions of the! the New Congress in Delhi while handing 
¡over charge of the State¿Party to Mr Sadiq 
¡came close to realisation, but fell through 


The formula of inducting Mir 


following “the defection 

parties of seven members 
to sit as a separate group, 
the State Government hav. 
for some days and the pos; 
a new Congress-PSP-Jan: 


| JAMMU, March 13. 
mE Governor, Mr. Bhagwan Sahay, 
has prorogued both Houses of 
the State Legislature on the advice 
of the Chief Minister, Mr. G, M. 


According to authoritative indica- [at the last minute. Kashmir now seems try has been canvassed. Sadiq, who met him this morning. 
Acc ing S Y 4 : | 3 ^j : ^ . ... y T e "rl DA. . rx 
fons. the "Centre would not like alheaded for the same kind of mercurial politics of defection is at gha Are oN ES EUS G 

vo in th shi ‘on- in : : ; : - e sim grou ai esterda 
change inthe deadenn of the Con- [politics as being witnessed in some other a new government is form that de hadith sUDport of-35 Condes 
255 eg ariy. O [ E I : à } j 
eM to pU once again! States. The extension of the murky politics lity may not be easily as MLAs, and thc resignation by the 
erefore, we YANAUICO ABS 


to bring about a reconciliation het-| 
ween the two groups heads! by Mr. | 
Sadiq and Mr. Mir Qasim. 524. know- 
ledgcable sources sugg isi that ibe rime 
for a rapprochement—is long past 
Qyer_a year ha s-passed-since iba dif - 
ferences between- the xo. Kashmir- ca- 
ders came to. ahead, culminating JA 
Mrz. Qasim's . resignation _from—ths 
PCC _presidentship. The resignation 
was subsequently withdrawn. 

The matter figured at the meeting 
this evening of the Central Parliamen- 
tary Board of the ruling party. While 
expressing anxiety over the situation, 
the Board noted Mr. Sadiq's assess- 
ment—conveyed to Mrs. Gandhi on 
the telephone—that the crisis might 
blow over. : | 

MP.’ DEMAND | 


| 

Mr. Jagjivan Ram contacted Mr. 
Qasim on the telephone this afternoon 
and asked him to come to Delhi for 
| talks. There is no proposal at pre-| 
| sent to send any senior Centra 
| from here to Jammu to resolve. the, 
| differences between the two factions. 
| Dr, Karan Singh, Minister for Civili 
Aviation and Tourism, was also in| 
touch with the Governor, Mr. Bhag-| 
wan Sahay, and Mr. Sadiq. There is} 
| a fecling in political circles here that] 
| Dr. Karan Singh should, in view of | 
his personal contact with both fac- | 
tions and’ the influence he wields in 
Kashmir politics should be asked to 
intervene to help stabilise the present 
political situation, 

The abrupt prorogation of the As- 
sembly today came in for sharp criti- 
cism in both Houses of Parliament as 
well as in the lobbies. It was most 
unfortunate that the “Aya Ram Gaya 
Ram” phenomenon had been extend- | 
ed to Kashmir. One M.P. remarked 
that the developments showed that 
“Kashmir's integration with India is 

ow completo.” ; 
MEIN in both Houses of Parlia- 
ment demanded that either the Prime} 
Minister or the Home Minister should | 
apprise them of the latest develop- 
nents in Kashmir. 

Strong exception was taken to the } 
prorogation of the legislature even 


t 
t 


] 


| 
| 
| 
| 


DOT ao 4 AH? 


Ls 


E adh 


sorrow of avoidable political turbulence. Mr 
Sadiq has acted hastily in recommending 
the prorogation of the Assembly which is 
presumably intended to give him time to 
mend his fences. 
mission that 
minority in the House. 
far better had he decided to face the Legis- 


a 


] leader!, y 


said that 15 members described az 


El Minister, and. 


of defection to Kashmir is a great disservice 


o the people of the State who have enough 
roubles to contend with, without the added 


This would seem “an ad- 
has been reduced to a 
It would have been 


he 


ature and resigned, if necessary, on an 


dverse vote. The course that he has adopt- tice. 


35 24LAs withd 
Mir AA " ^ o 
support to Sadiq 


Jammu, March 12 (PTI) —Thirty-five members be- 
longing to the Congress Legislature Party in the Jammu 


M 


¡and Kashmir Assembly today withdrew their support to 
_ the leadership of Mr G. M. Sadiq. 
This was announced by the party ¿from the National Conference, 


Mohammed said: “All will be decided on the 

|floor of the House." when asked 
There are C1.Congress members | by a correspondent about their fu- 
the 71-member Assembly. | ture line of action. 
Mr Mir told newsmen that the} 3 
|majority of the Congress members! 


ichief wain Ghulam 


“1 


lin 


sald: “Thej A 


f 

| 
All nine members | 
Sadig. has. been | > 


Support. ío-—Mr 


!in the Assembly ha ist.confi-!-7: $ . 

|dence in the leadership of hiv bec 5 
| Sadia because "he has s he State- Congress. Party 5 
car ihe goods tote pur alm embera a 
| side and outside’ the Ass 7 Y e. stai 2 affaire." 


Nine of the 35 members present 


Report denied 


Jammu, March 12—Deputy chief} 
hip of the Kashmir Congress | 


¡“Young Turks,” met yesterday to 
‘decide "their lack of confidence in 
‘Mr Sadiq's leadership. 


H 
! 


m^ 


A Mr Mir ENE: “Thi nn o obri Legislature Party Randhir Singh | 
lin vay implies lack - | Le arty E 
‘dence in Mrs Indira Gandhi, Prime said late tonight: “The 


Congress 
Legislature Party is firmly behind 
? e ig." 


President 


e TY 
onsress 


| circulated the statement about the 


without its being adjoumed “sine 4 aiivan Ram, to whom we are 3 Tm ; | 
B dic.” ‘ | referring ihe matte: for permission | Mr Singh said: “No disruptive 
x Some members demanded the mopon ita elect a new leader. move from any side can succeed 
EH .- Dresi , on the! i n ining Mr Sadiq' si- | 
| sition of peas y mus a break-|| Another member, Mr Surendar Hon" Counming Mr Sadiqisiipo 
4 rogna a Gona] machinery. || Singh, who had earlier defected | 02- 

own 0 e À sh d ! - our 

Opposition. members interrupted the | SSeS He said: Whoever may have 


proceedings in Parliament to raise this 


mih the Lok Sabha, Mr. Balraj 


< Mr. Prakash Vir — Shastri, 
MERE L. Gupta. Mr. Inderjit Mal- 
hotra and Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed 


Kashmir issue raise 
in Lok Sabha 


Cominucd from pege 1, column J 
wanted to know what was happening 


4 i “ashmir. In the Rajya Sabha, 
| m Roda Reddy, Mr. R. 
| T. Parthasarathi, Mr. Syed Hussain, 


! dra Shekhar and Mr. M. S. 
; eae asked for a Statement 
from the Government, 
The Home Minister, Mr. C avani 
made a brief statement im the ok 
Sabha shortly before the House rose 
for the day. He read out the SUN, 
Government's Press note which sai 
the work of the le 
be carried on because 
Hee. Madhu Limaye 
E u 1 
ins could be prorogued just 
because there were daily agitations 
over something or the other in Delhi. 
M LO NL TN 7e Siue 


of agitation in 


asked whether 


xA 


gislature could not | 


UES | withdrawal of support in fact iti > 


i “The Congress | bly party |i — 
has just met here ne of its}; 
usual meetings at wi 


5 


m 


Kashmir crisis 
p disowns 
mt on 


ithe meeting because of their un- | 
|| avoidable absence from Jammu,” 


lia” News Service 
the solid suppo 


med rt of an over-p 
joys eu: 


iv 


In Madhya Pradesh, 
has lost his election appe: 
Court and his disqualificz 
marked impact on the 
within the New Congress. 
ister, Mr Shyama Charan| 
has also received somethj 
being asked to show c 
should not be instituted 
aiding Mr D. P. Mishra's | 
been set aside on ground: 


ln 


| 
| 
f 
E 


Deputy Minister for Agriculture, Mufti 
Mohammed Sayeed, today, came as a 
surprise to political observers here. 

Mufti Sayced's resignation has been 
accepted by the Governor. The Mufti 
is the only Minister belonging to the 
Qasim group. 

In his letter to the Chief Minister, 
| Mufu Sayced said: “For quite some 
I have been feeling uncomfort- 
able as a member of your Cabinet 
over the whole manner in which the 
affairs of the party were being con- 
ducted.” 


He said: “Distaste has been smear- 
ing which has resulted in the majority 
| of the Congress members in the Legis- 
| lative Assembly having indicated clcar- 
ly that the Ministry headed by you 
has lost their confidence. 

"Apart from other reasons, into 
the details of which I do not want 
to go in the letter, I hereby tender 

my resignation from the Council ot 
| Ministers, in view of the latest deve- 
lopments mentioned above." 


Mr. Sadiq, however, scemed unruf- 
fled when he talked to newsmen after 
meeting the Governor. He said the 
| prorogation of the Assembly did not 


| time, 


aust 


Multi-murder 
accused 


G 


declared 


insane 


“The Times of India” News Service 


BOMBAY, March 13: Three 
well-known psychiatrists who 
examined Raman Raghav, who is 
alleged to have committed several 
murders, have certified that he is 
^ j| insane. 


Bagadia, both from Bombay, and 
| Dr. Dev, of the Mental Asylum, 
Yeravada, Poona, following a direc- 

| tive from Mr. Justice V. G. Wagle 
- jand Mr. Justice N. P. Natwani, of 
| the Bombay High Court. . 


The specialists 


i 


|their findings to the t Court} the Chief Minister, Mr. G. M. Sadiq. — 
| this morning, say fhat Raman| who claims to be a democrat.” - 
Raghav is incapable of giving in- In a statement he said Mr. Sadiq | 
structions to his counsel and,| Should have faced the Assembly and z 
therefore, unable to participate in | established his claim of majority 
the trial EA o iis support, which had been challenged by 
1 } ¿pel 35 members of the Congress Legisla- - 
Mr. C. Dalvi, wl ppeared | ture Party, ; 
with Mr. | le for State,| Mr. Dogra attacked Mr. Sadig for 


| requested the co o 
—|maiter to March 30 so that the|r 
| Government could consider the re- 

port. ci C. 

4” Their lordships 

‘jing of the'case to March 30, 

Raman Raghay has been sentenc- 

ed to death by Mr. C. T. Dighe. 

Additional Sessions Judge, 

sentence remains to 

by the High Court. 


WE: 


be confirmed 


prorogues legislature 


“The Times of India” News Service 


Political observers is the fate of the. 
no-confidence motion moved against 
the Speaker by Mr. Shamim. 
| The examination was carred out| Was scheduled to be taken up tomor-| 
by Dr. J. C. Marfatia and Dr. N.| row. i 


Dogra, lea 


k the prorogation of the State legislature | 
eported | as the ‘most undemocratic” action o 


adjourn the} citing the Jana Sangh agitar 


P 
b^ LEO 
‘adjourned hear- 


* 


4 


E 


Governor 


mean that he had lost the support of 
a majority of MLAs. 

The Chief Minister said that for 
some time past conditions in Jammu ji 
had been such that it was not possi- | 
ble for the legislature to function in a |. 
free and calm atmosphere. Besides, 
there had been attempts by certain 
sections in the legislature to induce 
Congress MLAs to defect. These fac- 
tors had compelled him to advise the 
Governor to prorogue both Houses. | 

Mr. Sadiq parried a question whe- 
ther there was any room for a com- 
promise with the Qasim group. | 

Mr. Sadiq said that he had inform- 
ed the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira | 
Gandhi, about the prorogation. i 

The Chief Minister's action in ad- | 
vising the Governor to prorogue the 
legislature has come in for sharp cri- | 
ticism by Opposition parties. 

Mr. Shamim Ahmed Shamim (Ind) 
said that the prorogation amounted to 
“murder of democracy.” 

DHARNA BY MLAs 

Fourteen legislators, including 10 
MLAs, led by Mr. Ghulam Rasool | 
Kar, staged a dharna at Raj Bhavan | 
this afternoon to protest against the 
prorogation. 

When the Governor, Mr. Bhagwan | 
Sahay, came out to meet them they || 
told him that he should not have 
acted on the advice of the Chicf | 
Minister as he had ceased to enjoy | 
majority support in the Assembly. 

Mr. Abdul Gani Lone and Mr. || 
Makhan Lal Fotedar said: “Demo- | 
cracy has been murdered." 
aec es 

nstitution, he was 
accept thc advice o 
ler except in three matters, appoint.’ 
ment. of the. Council-.of . Ministers, | 
the appointment of Deputy Ministers 


tional. machinery. — 
PROPER FORUM 


He told them that they were “put-' 
ting pressure on the wrong quarters." | 
The proper forum for them was the | 
legislature. In the alternative, they 
should call a mecting of the party 
and elect a new leader. 

Unlike the Indian Constitution, the 
constitution of Jammu and Kashmir 
glves no discretionary powers to the! 


| 


Lh 


y 


Governor. i 
experts, the... Governor.—is--bound—-to _ 
accept the-advico- of -the-Chief--Minis- 


Pi 
One thing, however, which intrigues ' 


This 


Dogra assails C.M. 
JAMMU, March 13 : Mr. Pre 


mnath | 
der of the Jana Sangh group 
n the Kashmir Assembly, described , 


| 

: YA 
: h ion asa”. 
eaction for prorogation.—U NI. | 
i 


> 


and the | 


Mr Gulam Mohammed Mir, 


4 other 
| Assembly, led by 


EM iue | to Delhi, 


- 


Kashmir M.L.AÉ To 
Meet, Mrs. Gandhi 


OS Ma On Ma «197 o. 
FROM OUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 


NEW DELHI, Sunday.—The Kashmir ruling party 
troubles were dumped into the lap of the Central party 
leadership here today with the arrival of 11 of the defect- 
ors from the camp of the Chief Minister, Mr G. M. Sadiq, 
to prove his loss of majority. ; 

It was claimed by the spokes- 
man of the group that two more 
of the 15 MLAs who had left Mr 
Sadiq would arrive here tomorrow 
and that one more had been un- 
able to leave Jammu. The fifteenth 


More Pro-Qasim | 
MLAs Leave | 


| had returned to the Sadiq fold. | 


Accompanying the 11 were four 


members of the Legislative Jammu For Delhi | 


as di ef ^ | 
| Rum, the Deputy ond) A JAMMU, Mar 15—Thirteen more | 


re ay. Fe TAT y NPO pro-Qasim group MLAs left here 
were already supporters of Mir PT? Qa \ ES 
Tte Mr Sadiq'e rival for the today for Delhi bringing the total 
| State E party leadership Many to 98, reports UNI. Three MLAs | 
| more members of thig group also Are staying behind with their group; 
| are expected here tomorrow. leader, Syed Mir Qasim. 
| The 15 MLAs hope to meet Mrs A spokesman of the Qasim Ld 
n - í - aim» * "a - ALAS 
| Gandhi, Mr Jagiivan Ram and Dr AROS that uh SS thi tomorrow ¡ 
| Karan Singh tomorrow for. an WAUWAGA YA TOI. ie Ar d 
| early settlement of the leadership The strength of their group was 34 
| question, either by a joint meeting aS Rue et Con to uf 
of the State PCC, MPs from the DOMNUM, : E 
State and the legislature party, or 
the legislature party alone, if Mr 
Sadia’s group so desired. 


Meanwhile the convener of pro-! 
Qasim Congress Socialist. Forum| 
urged the Congress High Command! 
to ask the Chief Minister, Mr| 


The 13 MLAs today met Mr qc QM xg i A 

Mohammed Shafi Qureshi, the G. M. adi to NER BS he hag] 

Union Deputy Minister, and Mr forfeited the con ence 0 ne | 
FG TOES D DIS MT majority of 


Syed Hussain, MP. members in the | 
Mr Abdul Gani Lone, acting as 
spokesman for the 14 defectors 
from the Sadia camp, said their 
presence here would make it clear 
to the Central party leadership 
that 35 out of the 61 Congress 
MLAs, including the Speaker, had 
lost confidence in the Sadiq Min- 
istry. They were certain also of 
the PCC, as originally constituted, 
backing them. However, Mr Sadia 
had now suspended nine out of the 
1] district Congress committees. 


Mr Lone and his companions, 
however. made it quite clear that 
they had firm faith in ihe Central 
ieadership of the Requisitionists’ 

| Congress. They also emphasized 
j that they would like the question 
of State party leadership thrashed 
| out first in party forums, and that 
| they expected the Central leader- 
| ship to make it possible for them 
lto do so. s 

It was alleged that the 14 MLAS 
had io leave Jammu secretly, in 
ienr of harassment by the ruling 
group. 

The MLAs who arrived here to- 
day are' Master Bedi Ram, Mir 
| Lasjan, Mr Abdul Gani Lone, and 
Mr Payal Singh, of the group ol 22 


Assembly. 


A statement issued by Mr S. R. 
Sudhir today condemned the pro- 
rogation of the Assembly and | 
moves to get it dissolved. He said 
the efforts of Mr Sadiq to retain 
power would not succeed but only | 


1 the Congress. \ 


PTI adds: The National Confer- 
ence leader, Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohammed, said tonight that the | 
Central leadership of the Requisi-| 
tionists’ Congress must allow | 
majority opinion to assert itself in | 
any settlement of the disagree- | 
ment in the party. | 


Let the majority, be it wiih Mr| 
Sadiq or with Syed Qasim, assert | 
itself. “As it ¿s-the situation in| 
Kashmir is centusing,” he said. | 


Meanwhile Mr Jagat Ram} 
Aryan, a pro-Sadiq member of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly, | 
has complained to the police that 
some people “have been harassing” | 
him for the: past four days. 

In his complaint, Mr Aryan said 
that he lived in the MLAs' hostel | 
where some people had been com- 
ing to disturb him. 

Last night, he peeped from his 
window and recognized them. They 
ineluded the son of an MLA and 


N issidents i be Stat I 
alizo party, Eu Mr Gulan the brother-in-law of another 
Rasoo! Dar. Mr Abdul Rehman MLA, he said. 
Dar, Mr Mohammed lar Mr yr = 
Dar, Mr Mons UNT KASHMIR MINISTERS 


Dharam Pal, Mian Bashir Ahmed, 
i Mr Abdul Khaliq Mir, Mr Suren- 
| ära Singh, Mr Mohammed Yakub 
| Butt, Mr Abdul Aziz Pare, Mirza 
| Abdul Rashid and Chowdhury 

Mohammed Hussain. 
| Mr Qasim himself, expected here 
today, is now likely to arrive to- 

morrow. , 

Mr Sadig ls also expected nere 
soon. He was in any case to come 
lo New Delhi to attend the Na- 
tional Development Council meet- 
ing at the week-end. 


With the battle 


OFFER TO RESIGN 


. JAMMU, Mar 15.—AM the Min- 
isters of the Sadiq Ministry have 
Offered to resign to enable the 
Chie? Minister to “reshape” his | 
Cabinet, reports PTI. i 

An authoritative source said 
_the Ministers who include the 
Deputy Ministers, have told Mr 
Sadiq that they were prepared to 
fake this step in the interest of 
sound administration, sty | 
sighility and the Congress orgah- | 
ation 


They have asked the 
Minister that he could choose the. 
appropriate time 
the Ministry [ 


having now 
there seemed 
little likelihood of any Central 
leaders going to Jammu. 


f party 


"a 


UMEN SAP 


Be Rlrefectors | 
‘Arrive In Delhi | 


eee 


Chief Yi 


for reshaping |) 
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Harassmen 


oroup MLAs alleged | 


“The Times of India” News Service 


QUA March 14; The scene ofjin the Pradesh Congress. The 
ithe battle between the nval Congress | had been planned much : die 
| groups in Kashmir is shifting to Delhi. | P. c raa 

According to Mr. “Tilochan Dart. 
a semor member of the ( im_grou 
15 legislators qwing allegiance to Mi 
Qasim Jeti for Delhi today to urge 
the Congress High Command to pe 
mit them 


| 
[ 


! 


ITE 


Asked if Mr. Jagjivan Ram talked 
to him on the phone yesterday Mir 
Oasim said. that he was not on the 
phone .but he had heard that the 
Congress President had tried to con- 
- | tact him. 


am to elect a new leader as 

they had lost confidence in Mr. G. M.| Karly int 7 ^Y 

E | Karly intervention 
The legislators alleged that they 


by Centre urged 
NEW DELHI, March 14: Five rul- ji 


have been harassed by the local po- 
lice. 


Mr, Datt challenged the Chief Min- 


i 


ys 


visit | | | 
|| New Delhi, March 14—The dis- | 


4 and PCC chief, 


i 


1 


Ram calls 


Hindustan Times Correspon dent 


Congress leader 
Mr Mir Qasim, is 
expected here tomorrow Or on 
Monday for talks with the Cen- | 
tral leaders on the political crisis 
facing the State following deíec- 
| tions from Chief Minister Sadiq's | 


sident Kashmir 


| camp. 
| "He has been summoned to 
| Delhi by “new” Congress Presi- 


dent Jagjivan Ram who is deep- | 
ly concerned over the rift in the} 
State Congress which has ihreat- 


i 

L à | 
ing Congress Members of Parliament, i] ened the stability of the present 

I| 


ister's claim that 33 Congress legisla- four of them from Kashmir, today || Ministry. as 
tors were present at the meeting con- demanded immediate Central. inter- | As the Prime Minister, Mrs 
vened by him (Mr. Sadiq) last night. vena. to bring about a rapproche- | | Gandhi, and Mr Jagjivan Ram 
yi 5 2 : ment between the dissidents » fe] are ray on tour, the Home 
Mr. Datt said th dine ; a y e dissidents and the jj 91€ aras ` 
CA a Seen teat ministertalists. i" Minister, Mr  Chavan, and the 
orm T mu embers. includ- | "e te ATinicier Em s 
UMS ERATA T are OTENE It would" bs E AE aos JH Tourism Minisier, Dr Karan Singh, 
& Mr, Sadiq, were present at the would be a "great tragedy” 1 || were today in touch with Jamyu. 
meeting. Mr. Sadiq had made the the Congress party m Kashmir. split | an sera heing < m " 
: plit |] and were being posted with me 


statement in the hope that he would because of the “indecision and delay 
b^ able. t0 win over five or six mem- by those whose responsibility it is to 
| bers, The Chief Minister had failed see that the organisation remains unit- 


A his efforts as only lá ed and provides effective and stable 
Mahammed Mir. chibf-xhin. had gone | Government in the State.” | 
Kocs ta his side and that too “under The present situation in | 
duress, jthey said in a i 
REPORT DENIED ene great anxiety concern”. | 
| Uhirtyfive of the € 


onpress “MIE As 
support to the]! 
as no "caing- 


Mr, Datt denied reports that Mr. 


“bs pliers M had withdrawn the 
Kuhi Singh and two other legisla- | ( GIS Wa NI 


Chief Minister and i 


tors had defected to the Sadia cam lence 

y : 1 Is p. lense” H Orogati 

The wo legislators, Mp Mohammed bly UR mazalio Cad ee 
Hussain and Mr. Abdul Rashid, and | wao y 

MBE were. harassed by ho ona] The four MPs are Mr. Inderjit Mai- 


hotra, 


. Aga Syed Ahmed, Mr. 
Hussain 
TT. 


| police yesterday. They had 
and Mr. Shanti Ko 


the night outside the city. 
| Mr. Datta said that 31 
went to the Governor 


to spend Syed || 


> 


legislators 
today and 


sought protection against alleged im or x "T | 
|ice harassment, s cd po- Qasim group ys, meet | 
Mr. Ghulam Mohammed Mir, ac- - ccs mya EL 

pamba ni by Mr. Randhir Singh, de- termed T invajid A | 
i uty cari WAID ho called on the f 2 Pi A A | 
Governor and c RON that MLAS “The Times of India” News eed 
were being subjected to under pres- JAMMU, November 14:  Mrj 

Bhagat Chhajuram, acting President of | 


the State. Congress, said , here today | 
that the meeting of the Pradesh Can- | 


mbers of the Sadia 
cina are renored fo, have urged the 
q t af in ceae * 
Ub Minos to recommend to the 


on November l&.by the Qasim group | 
was "invalid and unconstitutional,” | 

He said that-most of the requisi- 
tionists of the meeting who were 
“previously” presidents of the District 
Congress Committees had been thrown 
out of their offices by the district 
committees. 7 

The November 16 meeting of the 
PCC is being requisitioned by the 
Qasim supporters in a move to Teject 
Mr. Qasim’s resignation from the 
Pradesh Congress presidentship, which 
he had tendered some ;nonths back, 
and to ask him to resume his office. 


to 2 question by newsmen, 
| said he would be going 
; Shortly. bur the visit had 

nothng to do with tha develo S 
c o with the development 


i | 

i | 
| 

| 

| 


| 
| 
| 


1 
| has again assured them that he 
Ni 
| 


gress. Committee being convened here | 


their adversaries. 
! 


latest developments, Mr  Sadiq| 
would succeed in his efforts to} 
win over the legislators who had 
crossed over. 

According 
longing to Mr Qasim's group, 
dissident leader will bring with! 
him a dozen MLAs whom the} 
Chief Minister claims to be on} 
his side in order to convince the 
Central leaders that Mr Sadiq; 
has lost the majority in thel 
party. Mr Qasim claims the sup-) 
port of 34 out of 61 MLAs after, 
the chief whip of the legislature 
party, Mir Ghulam Mohammad 


the} 


|! walked back to Mr Sadiq's camp. 


The Central leaders are ex- 
pected to resume their efforts to, 
bring about a rapprochement be- 
tween the two leaders. Mr; 
Continued on back page col. 2 


Governor's rule 
pu > | 
suggested? | 
From 0. P. Saraf 


Hindustan Times Correspondent | 
Jammu, March 14—Rumours; 
were rife tonight that Chief Minis- 
ter G. M. Sadiq would suggest to 
Governor Bhagwan Sahay to take 
over the State administration. Un4 
like in other States, where it is 
the President of India who takes 
over, the Jammu and Kashmir 
Constitution provides for promul4 
gation of Governor's rule with. 
the concurrence of the E resideni; 

Hopes of the Sadiq Governinen} 
weathering the current sto:m suff 
fered a setback today with the 
failure of the Chief Minister's 
supporters to wean away some 9} 


Although neither side has so m 
done actual counting of heads, thd 
Qasim.zroup appeared to have 4 
ministerial 


the 


slight edge over the 
group, 


About 20 supporters of 


| Qasim group, including Mufti Mo- 
hammed Syed, whose a 


as Deputy Minister was accepted 
yesterday, called on the Governcr; 
to complain against alleged haras-| 
sment by the supporters of M2} 
Sadia. f 


dent Congress members of the 
Kashmir Assembly ‘eit Jammu to-| 
day for New Delhi 
the Governor for protection toj 
| them till their arrival at Pathan-| 
kot. f 
| Three of them, Mr Abdul | 
‘Rashid, Mr 
and Mr Mohammed Hussain, call-j 


i ES 


A 


[ed on the Governor before their 
| departure R 


io some MPs be-| | 


g 
Meanwhile, over a dozen dissi- | 


after urgins | : 
f 


Mohammed Aslam) 


MP 


y P 


Oncern over 


—— RENE: 


prorogation of 


wasi Kashmir Assembly 


MES 


j 


" 
| 

à 
wA 
| 

| 

ji 

i 


‘Threat to. 


ES 


T i 
aag 


Hindustan Times Correspondent , was unanimity in demanding ajhad received a report, she was 
is New Delhi, March 13—Pressed | statement from ihe Government, shirking her responsibility, she | | j TEM 
A y from ali sides in the Lok Sabha, | Mr Kanwar Lal Gupta (JS), Mr|mus, make a siaterment m tne j o ar ^ 
E. Home Minisier Y. B. Chavan to- | inder Malnotra (Cong-N), Mr|House beiore it adjourned today, Zi E f 1 
Dep "day made a briel statement on the |S. M.  Bannerji (CPI) and |tney demanded. Í En $ ernor TOTO ues 
$i ) evelopments in Jammu and Kash- | Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad were Mr Prakash Vir Shastri (BKD) | 4 
dU ir, wnich did not satisiy «he jall of the opinion that the deve-|said Kashmir being a border | | 3 eee 
/ mbers who felt it was.a mere | lopments in ihe State required to | State the situation inere was no, | . E 
^ ugs of Ds Press note issued | be discussed in the House. only of national concern but aiso | 3 \ A 
Par py the S.ate Government, : of interna.ional importance. About | 4 e IS a ure 
4 $ y Reacting to the statement, Mr Rstraint plea 35 MLAs from the ruling party ^ Wa vi 
“7, Madhu Limaye thought it was “a| Pleading with the members for (had gone out. The ruling party | 
¿> s.range and new reason" given by | yestraint, Deputy Speaker G. G.|did not now enjoy a majority. To |~ | V 
4 IE EE SEDE that te Assem- | Swell explained that the Speaker | remain in power, the Chief Min- | i From 0. P. Saraf 
ay y had to be prorogued because | was considering a motion that had | ister had advised ihe Governor | Hindustan Times 
ye pof the “grave” situation outside. | been submitted to him. In the|to prorogue the Assembly. He |) | es Correspondent 
| Logically Mr Limaye argued that | meantime, Mr Swell directed the | demanded imposition of the Pre- || | Jammu, March 13—Chief Minister G. M. Sadi night € 
, Š E : x ow aar ` " : = | . M. Sadiq tonlg. f 
f | this indicated a break-down of | Parliamentary Affairs Minister | sident's Rule in Jaminu and Kash- |. | appeared firmly in t} TFE : / 
ny | law and order and demanded the | Ragnhuramaiah to convey to the | mir. . y pi - ym the sa e alter day-long confabulations / 
L imposition EE TE TS UN He Government the strong feelings of Mr S.M. Banerjee (CPI) said) | Which won him back most of those who had left him yes- / 
ji was supported by Mr Frakash Vir [the House on the issue. he would not agree for the Pre- || | : / 
typ! Shastri (BKD). — E Y As members persistently de-|sident's Rule in Kashmir. ‘The terday Among them was Mir Ghulam Mohammed, chief Á 
NE = Former Kashmir Chief Minister | manded discussion, Mr Swell said | Governor had used his powers ||" | whip of the Congress Parliamentary Party. 1 
PT" 4| Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad said | he would allow a minute each to | wrongly. | Mir Ghula Mohai : E . / 
Rh the p£erogation of the ‘Assembly | them. Foreion money Mirar IN Mo 1ammed told A r f 
It. |had been the consequence oi fac- Mr Inder J. Malhotra (Cong.- ua r stat Eum TRUE nis VS CMM P AA A 
=~} tional politics and appealed to the | N) said democracy was being| During the private members’ [Mr izh idi wiindrawing support to} - Y 
3 |Home Minister to handle the | ¢hrottled in Kashmir and  the|hour, Home Minister Y. B. Cha- || Be adiq was made under pres-| Kashmir Congress 
(auon in a non parian pem House should take note of it. The | van a the Corera | |^ He attended the meeting of 33 à 
ner. Afterall Mr Mir Kasim had | Governor had prorogued the As- | ment intended to bring a legisla- |} o sd. UA ung o "PLURA i y 4 
videntified himself with the Prime | sembly when it was “in session to | tion to regula:e the flow of for- || feux out of a total of 61 be- A The goings on in the Kashmir s 
¡Minister and there was no reason | discuss the Budget. The Assembly | eign money into India. f Fide E Congress Legisla- Congress have become. even. 7 
why the Assembly should not be [was scheduled to meet to vote| Intervening in a debate on a | Mr saaa pane hat | More bizzaré than before... Both |. 2 
econvened to elect a new Chief | demands for grants tomorrow. |motion of Mr K. L. Gupta (JS) PI four PES DEM MEW ADEs ME UE the Sadiq.ànd Qasim facti ^ 
| jinister, Mr Rajasekharan (Cong.- | “We are interested to know from | calling for accountability to the || pee of his supporters were out of | the Sadiq. an asim factions 
ES supporiea us Vet Mr the Home Minister “what had | Government on the part of those || | WA alleged AKUN cm diain ta dbe: ardent supporters < 
\ Replying to the criticism, happened there,” he said. receiving money from foreign || | He eged that Mir ulam | of 44. » e 
"van maintained that he did Mr Kanwar Lal Gupta (JS) and | sources, Mr Chavon said that the || ¡Mohammed and seven others had | Fars EIE Mo d uy 
|| want to sit in judgment over | Mr Madhok said the Governor | Government would soon call to- || |been abducted by his adversaries | lighting. in the State Congress 
advice Elven, by Chief Min- | had prorogued the Assembly on | gether leaders of political parties || Hast night. While the Mir Mer res continues with undiminished | 
' G. M. Sadiq to the Governor. | ihe plea that the atmosphere in|to evolve a consensus. Based on ||| y his wite after a midnigh : | Em fasi 
idid he have any information | the city was "very tense.” Chief | this, principles would he evolved | ¡search along with some others, | VSOU Though Mr.Qasim-has 
nd what had been conveyed | Minister G. M. Sadia did not face | to formulate the legislation, he || four of them were still in “con- | Withdrawn his resignation from 
| ¡he State Government in the | the Assembly, the Prime Minister added. | finement" and even their relatives | the. presidentsbip. of the PCC 
| note, though Mr Sadiq had » C | were unaware of their where- |, q zai c 
Vs to Prime Minister Indira KUN WI cours T OR 2 | abouts, | and. returned. ta active. politics 
(X |li on the telephone. o do so. But it should know There was nothing new in| |. Mr Sadiq said disciplinary ac-| a-laree number of Mr. Sadiq's 
R ern over the Governor's the implications of its de- what Mirza Afzal Beg and | tion Moule taken against party- | supporters are placing abstacles 
in proroguing the Assem- vision. Participation in elec- Sheikh Abdullah said at their | thet A ing to such undemocra- |: the way of his functioning | 
Pa | Virtually unanimous when ‘ions stipulates respect for the lakeside press conference onj | UC tactics. He also disclosed that ji AA 
A eed In both ons Sup "SY ; š enira || Several speakers at the party Nas the State Congress chief and f; 
pans = Jonstitution and requires a Monday. Since the Plebiscite|.! meeting had urged dissolution of || bringing pressure on Mr 
|e Rajya Sabha, Mrs Ya- Written commitment by every Front continues to preach} |} the Assembly so that the people | ChhamiRas. thecactins Pee 
ND | eddy (Cong.-O) who took :andidate to uphold the sove- secession, there is little point in beg an opportunity to elect trust- || Chhaiju- m, Ue acung 116 ue i 
wy | atter found support not .ejonty and integrity of the Sheikh Abdullah asking the ME C^ men. | sident, noL to. make. way for i i 
^ o pem sountry. Mirza Afzal Beg and Prime Minister to spell out} Support assured dono mid TEC E 
i | où Mr. Sadig's earlier invitation | ve 


Sheikh Abdullah have, how- 


According to informed sources, | 
ver, declared that they want h > 


lot | ¡Mr Syed Hussain and 
now that the Sadiq group is again || 


casekhar both belonging to. . Mr... Qasim..to..resume-—his t 


what she meant by her state- | 1 
ment of last year that. if [A 
| 


*'on- AZA 7 
j ial yi, Congress jomed E ¡o use the constitutional ma- Sheikh Abdullah and his col-|-) assured of support of a solid majo- | party post, Under the circum- | 7 

| \action as undemocra. Minery to destroy the unity of leagues accepted Kashmir's ac- | Br the State Legislature is likely ||stances how can the Qasim 

ganes | he country. In defending this cession to India as final, va-| 19 tes USA Eee ERIT] 'eraup. be-blamed ¡£.it feels that} — 

Rigs \ mood of the House. |ttitude Mirza Afzal Beg takes rious “possibilities” could be! | IO x RE EES LUN the. Chief. Minister's. factionis | — 

| | eE Mi- helter under Article 370 ofthe considered in settling the j|, DE EE ieee 8 nat interested win- unity? Mri 

Il ans | het he would convey pOMstitution. Article 370 con- State's status. The offer- wasi ||to reach an understanding with [S SUID he is) : 


contingent on general accept-' || the Pradesh Jan Sangh to help |) 


jane: |: E ains some “temporary, transi- ; 2 n te 
Pelec- Vor it Eo o. E ional and peu provisions" ance of a settlement within | ¡restore normalcy in the town. | powerless to—control e um 
| | telating to’ Kashmir and sets the framework of the Indian| || Observers, however, are not op- |, Porters. The truth is that the, 
| e. Sabha too. there ut certain limitations on the Constitution. B ci ota salle aca A ministerialis are- bent-on E 
r uwwENWexercise of Parliament's powers Mrs Gandhi’s statement was’ | ence of Aye Hine O EPE ER ating” the Qasim group.| — 
78 in relation to that State. It made 18 month ago. What is| Rams" on the State's political || Lhe inclusion of Mr. Qasim)” 
) does not say that Kashmir is Sheikh Abdullah's motive in/jscene. The Chief Minister will! in the Working Committee) ~~ 


. n 1 ! y r, 
alluding io it now? Sheikh| ¡have to make some 
‘changes to accommodate 


Abdullah feels frustrated be-' | dicgruntled elements 
cause the Central leaders re-| į z 
fuse to open a dialogue with | 
him. He has to thank him-| 
self for his frustration, which 
expresses itself in unbridled} 
attacks on the Central Gov-[ 
ernment and all those who dis- | 
agree with him. He forgets that | 
a "strong" Central Govern-| 


ministerial 
tain 


[l formed by Mz. Subramaniam) 
I amounts fo-a-virtual.rebuke to 
| Earlier in the day, Mr Trilochan B the--Sadig faction. But the, S 
| Dutt, leader of the Qasim group, || interim Congress President isi 


| had charged that Mr Sadiq's sup- | _.- : RIA : 

| porters had confined two MLAs i mistaken if he thinks that this) Goa a 
| Mr Mangat Ram and Master Chajoo N step will by itself restore unity) + 
| Ram—and were pressurising them! in the State Congress. There > “y 


| to issue statements, z : L- in 

Mr Sadiq denied the allegation > CAM-be no genuine. rapproches: - Boe S 
and said both the members had |] ment between th two factions 
attended the Legislature ods 


Party | unless the issues which divide” 


: not an integral part of India. 
4 Article 1, which defines the 
territorial limits of the Union 
of India, applies to all States 

including Kashmir. 
, y Many oí the provisions en- 
- umerated in Article 370 can 
: be gradually eroded by agree- 
ment. After the decision of the 
Constituent Assembly of Jam- 


cer 


Kashmir's link with India being 
regarded as temporary. The 
leaders of the Plebiscite Front 


Minister has to “spell out”. 
nothing. Eighteen months ago.! 
the Government reached the: 


"Threat to 


the party 


Qasim group t 


: "mu and Kashmir declaring the meeting. | 

; accession of the State to the ment might not have been so||| Governor Bhagwan Sahaw-ioday* them are sorted out. How long = 

Union of India permanent and soft towards secessionist  ele-|fIMES SATURDAY MARCH 14 1970 can the Central leadership ofi rut 
final, there is no question of ments in Kashmir. The Prime! A mer Es 


A | are gravely mistaken if they conclusion that there could be; | 
; 2d think that their secessionist no fruitful talks with Sheikh! | b 
: d movement has the sanction of l 


Abdullah. Since Sheikh Ab-| 


Mr. Qasim that his fears ard 


Ministry | 


s 4 the Constitution. Secessionist dullah has not changed his | Q : 
1 activity is banned by law. mind, there is still no basis | unjustified or persuade Mra 
1 Preaching of secession in vio- for meaningful discussions} Continued from page 1 col. 7 , Jan Sadiq to launch a more vigor: 
e 2 lation of the affidavit under with him. eas ieee: the State . Legislature | bou ous drive to combat the acti; 
iz Dal ee dad uid Maid doc see [Minister meeting with the Chief e vitis of the Plebiscite qeu > 
Ux SERI 3 ao Mr Sadiq told Vand the Awami Action Com; 
A | 1 newsmen li appi e, $ ; Sa 
DIOE EE = f ps he had advised the Governos | Puh mittee of Moulvi Farooq. It 
Sor ER e E itet from tomer gy Houses with PUE only bv meeting the challenge 
i * q : y t à - ul ` pe o 
= 1 E A à us e. 5 was not E We! Mof these disruptive bodies af 
: y r 3 Ml o function in a a -| alte hot alitoa ini 
: > phere because of & calm atmos- | Me both political and administra 


that tbe Kashmi 
ones can bone to prajec 3 


agitation 


ive levels 
Political par- ANG 


CHi 
| C 


x z Y i 1, Mr Sadiq said a better image of itself 
FAR debe hy ay Ae A es that, the Attempts of : us 3 x 
4 S í ia ad $ . A 5 poete de in the Legi A ponni c. 
y. eL po E D the members palatu AS we 


AS 
mu. 


Alek 
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Qasim résumes UM 
PCC presidentsh e 
supports Mrs Gandhi 


F NEW DELHI, November 16. 
IMHE Kashmir 
1. Syed Mir Qasim, announced—here 
Js today his return. 10 active politics to à 
! Grusade against forces that were Ihe meeting was attended by, 
ll ranged against socialism, secularism | among others, several Ministers and 
and democracy, reports UNI, — ^77 
Addressing a Press conference, Mir 

| Qasim said he deemed it his duty 
jto respond to the Jammu and Kash- 
[xit PCC invitation ¿to resume. tbe 
e of the State Congress 
| 


Pradesh Congress Committee (Qasim 
* Congress leader, | 8'OUP) was adopted at a meeting of 

supporters of the Chief Minister, Mr. 
G. M. Sadiq, today. 


legislators and the Acting President of 
the. PCC, Mr Bhagat Chhajuram. 
The resolution accused those who 
participated in the PCC meeting of 
having ignored the directives of the 
Acting President. They were also 
charged with trying to create confu- 


and attend the AICC session. atl, A i 
> x sion among the party's rank and file. 


Delhi next week in view of the pre- 
e olitical situation. : A 
VEN xv Net "local. difi- endorsed the action of the Chief Mi- 
culties should not stand in the way Gandhi in supporting Mrs. Indira 
of political workers of Kashmir in| nOn 
EY the wider 
situation 
He proposed to have a heartto- 
heart discusson with the Kashmir 
Chief. Minister, Mr. G. M. Sadiq, 
and other colleagues in the State 
Congress so that he could effectively 
function and contribute fully to con- 
solidate the nationalist forces in the 
j| State. 


context of \the national 


NOT ACCEPTED 


Mir Qasim had resigned from the [| 
PCC presidentship as he felt he was 
unable to function effectively and be 
useful to the. pany.  Hüs resignation 
was, however, not accepted. 

The PCC today requested him C $ 
withdraw the resignation and he sidentship of the 
bowed to its wishes Committee, 

He said the Prime Minister and| The workers, who had come from 
other national leaders were persistent- |far-off places like Handwara and 
ly pressing him to come back to /Baramulla, were heard shouting “We 
active politics, ¢ wil not allow you to resign." 

Mir Qasim said the nation wasi Addressing the gathering, Mr. Qasim 
facing an unprecedented situation jsaid that he had decided to re-enier 
with a conflict between those who [politics because he could not be a 
stood for socialism, for change, and |helpless spectator to “liquidation of 
for the fullest internal democracy, Ihe Congress organisation in the 
and those who were for “conform- State," The Congress ideology of 
The Jana Sangh, the Swatan- |fecularism and democracy was dear to 


SRINAGAR, May 21 


Homs of Congress workers 
today thronged the residence of 
Mr. Mir Qasim, and appealed to him 
to ‘lo withdraw his resignation from pre- 
Pradesh Congress 


E ama a Ln: 


Te meS 


ism. 
tra and some like-minded people in |him. 
the Congress were sparing no effort || Speaking to newsmen later, Mr. 
to reunite the reactionaries of all |Masim explained that he had not 
sorts to defeat the accepted national [opened his mouth" for two months 
j progressive policies. In the interest of the party's unity. 
| In a situation like this, people like |For the same reason. he decided to 
shim who support the ideals of secu- [euro from politics though the Prime 
! larism, democracy and socialism, |Minister, the Union Home Minister 
could not stand aloof and be mere jind many of his friends urged him to 
spectators. 'econsider his decision. 

Mr. Qasim said all the eight AICC | Strongly criticising Pir Giasuddin. 
members from his State would attend [industries Minister, for challenging the 


|the ensu'ng session. i 
ECISION WELCOME Press conference yesterday, Mr. Qasim 
DE COMED said that the Minister's conduct had 


A Rive Consress MPs. from Kashmir `n a eM Bas T shocked him and prompted him to re- 
$ lessrs fi QI Ma! Ta. ARA Syed, 1 itics. ateme 1 
Syed Hussain, Om Mehta and the join, actes. ae A er p rbs 
Lzputv Minister, Mr. Mohd. Sha PCC "showed that there was “some- 
Quereshi, in a joint statement, wel- |thing sinister’ behind i. If any 
¡comed Mir Qasim’s return to active |! ED 
politics and expressed the hope that ms ER 
it would consolidate and strengthen 
the secular and progressive forces in| 
the country. | 
a “The Times of India” Newe Car. I 
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By another resolution, the meeting || 


IPCC, eight of whom do not have 


Government, adds PTI. 


ly Zarear alleged that the Chief Minister 
¿had taken the action against him with- | 


p jand alleged that "jt is men like Mr. 


Med workers and leaders and making 


> i. jare responsible for disruption." 


Sadiq puts blame on 


“The limes of india” News Service 


SRINAGAR, November 15: The 
Chief Minister, Mr. G. M. Sadiq, 
said here today that the conflict 
between the Prime Minister, Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi, and the Syndicate was 
essentially a clash between the pro- 
gressive and conservative forces. 

In an informal chat with newsmen, 
Mr. Sadiq said that the differences 
had arisen about two years ago. 

The organisation was in the 
“stranglehold” of a few persons who 
did not see eye-to-eye with the 
progressive elements in the party. He 
expressed the hope that with the 


change in the organisation the coun- 
try would make speedy progress. 

Asked whether there were still 
some  rightsts left in the Prime 
Minister's group, Mr. Sadiq said: 
"May be so.” 

Mr. Sadiq said that the mere fact 
that. Mir Qasim had resigned from 
the Presidentship of the Kashmir 
Pradesh Congress did not impair his 
tight to attend the AICC meeting 
called by the Prime Minister's group. 
Mr. Qasim's resignation had en 
accepted. 


NO PARALLEL 


When reminded by a newsman that 
some supporteis of Mr. Qasim had 
called a meeting of the PCC and that 
what was happening in the PCC was 
similar .to the split in the AICC, Mr. 
[Sadiq said he did not think a parallel 


Mir Qasim is asked to mite ner 
withdraw resignation 


“The Times of India” News Service 2.2- Ns jsf ihe AICC during the time of 
an 


tention hetween him and Mr. Qasim, 
Mr. Sadiq said it boiled down to the 
Iquestion whether the administrative | 
wing Or tbe organisational wing 
should be supreme. The question was | 
discussed by the Working Committee 


Jawaharlal -Nehru Sardar Pafel 
member was agitated over any matter jand it was decided that the Prime 
relating to the party, the proper forum |Minister should be free to carry Qut | 
to raise it was a party meeting. he party's policies. | 

CONSTITUTIONAL Mr. Sadiq said he was not sure 
Expressing surprise at the 


when Badshah Khan would be visit- 
conten- ling Kashmir. It was tentatively agreed | 
tion that the PCC was not a consti- lin Delhi that -Badshah Khan would | 
tutional body, Mr. Qasim said that it|come here on November 24 on a 
was the same PCC which had elected |three-day visit, but the committee 
Mr. G. M. Sadiq. Dr. Karan Singh |looking after his tour programme | 
and others as AICC delegates. Even|had not yet confirmed the dates. | 
Mr. Chajiu Ram, Vice-President of the} Mr. Sadiq said that Badshah Khan | 
PCC, to whom the MLAs and others |would. be his personal guest. | 
had submitted an application request- | Meanwhile it seems that soon paral- 
ing him not to convene a meeting of el organisations may start functioning 
the PCC, was elected by the PCC. fin this State following. tomorrow's 
ws: À enge the vali- Meeting of the RCC. requisitioned by 
AA ite poe ea he died Syed Mir Oasim—one led hy tha 
Executive Committee had taken maior Cüic£ Minister, Mr. Sadiq, with Bhagat 
policy decisions, including those relat- Chajju Ram as acting president and 
ing to food and the Gajendragadkar the other headed by Mr. Qasim. 
Commission? Mr. Qasim asked. It TWO COMMITTEES 


was clear that the move was aimed! aq. Qasim had resigned president 
at disrupting the party. ship of the PCC following Aereos 
Meanwhile 30 of S0 members of irh the Chief Minister in March | 
the PCC who have voting rights have last. Indications are that- his resigna: | 
sent a fresh application to the acting tion. will be rejected at the -f 
President of the PCC, Mr. Chajiujng here. es | 
Ram. asking him to convene a mcet-| The Sadiq ‘group has already set up 
ing of the PCC by June 1 to consider two principal committees for running 


of a senior Vice-President and hold- mir regions. : | 
ing of elections to the Election Com-| While the Qasim group does not | 
mittee. They have stated in their lecognise these committees, the Sadiq 
application that if the meeting was |;coup. contends that. romorrow's PCC. 


not held on June 1, they would meet jnecting will- be “i legal and i 
. they me eting unconsti- 
at the PCC office on June 8 to discuss [ut;onal." eral a SX E 


these. matters, 
61 MEMBERS amigu pro vinan] unit of the PCC, 
z aime that only 

In all. there are 61 members in the cluding, some DCC ees 

( s 'hom motions ' Hen 
voting rights. Three seats are vacant. een passed. cvi Key Pedes DM 
Of the 11 district presidents who are |squisitioned mectin s 
[emere of the PCC, nine have met "He warned that those attending the 
Mr. Qasim and requested him to with- h-eting would be liable to disei 
idraw his resignation. The two presi- ction, / isciplinary 
dents who have not met him are 
,Kushak Bakula, MP and Begum 


| Zainab. Ho Q y AA v 

A copy of the application requisi- Ja . ( ` a 
tioning a meeting of the PCC has been | 1 ! es Cha we Mu 1357 
¡sent to the Congress President, Mr. | 


Niialingappa. | 
Meanwhile Mr. Abdul Aziz Zarear, > 


.Mr. Randhir Singh, secretary of the 


constitutional validity of the PCC at je resignation of Mr. Qasim, election he organisation in Jammu and Kash | 
i] 


¡whose services as Chief Parliamentary ; 
¡Secretary have been terminated, releas- | ; 

ed his correspondence with the Chief | e A 
, Minister today. He explained that his ! 
purpose in calling a meeting of the 
Congress Legislature Party was not to 
challenge Mr. Sadia. The Legislature 
|Party, he alleged, had no executive 
| which alone was the proper forum 
¿for hearing charges against him. 

| Mr. Abdul Aziz denied Mr. Sadiq's 
¡charges against him of promoting 
¡factonalism and ronning down his 


| In a statement to the Press at the |) 
[residence of Syed Mir Qasim, Mr. 
jour Verifying facts. He denied he 
sought to disrupt Organisational unity || 


| Siasuddin and others who, by making |) ^ 
¡false allegations against old and trust- |! 


IMr. Sadiq believe all what they say, | 


LS AY «oz ee 
Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri \ eel’ 
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| 
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DPs a money Bill: | 
ruling by Speaker 


“The Times of India” News Service 


i SRINAGAR, October 16. |meaning. of Section_77—of—the 
HE, Speaker of ihe. Legislative | 9216 s— constitution. 

Assembly, Mr. Shamusuddin. The Speaker expressed his sym- 

| pday. ruled that the. Bill moved | pathy with those temporarily hit 

ly y —he— Government to—íacilitate | by the ruling and expressed the 

I Permanent. settlement of displaced | hope that the Government would | 

; c from... Pakistan-cccunied bring forth fresh legislation free 


4 


t 
H 


| 
! 


E 
y 


| Persons 

fy reas-was a money. Bill. within-the uem legal and constitutional 

q acunac. 

ra m The Speaker regretted that the | 
1959 Bill had been pendi r—three || 


years, during which it had raised 

a high hopes among displaced per- 
and local sons as well as created resentment 
e has DEDE a tuer of des people wes | 
: thought they were being deprive 
hange of Ha de of their property. This mie aade 
nly dE- standing was a direct consequence 
chal-of the public not having teen in- 
tformed adequately about the pur- 
pose of the Bill. 


j | State , 
| bodies, 
| beenamo C 
"their part; they have o 
{vised a new strategy to 
ilenge the State Governmen 
“and the Centre more effective- 
ily. According to Sheikh 
\Abdullah the Front proposes The Sp 
‘to show to the world that itiswas intro 


the only authentic voice of the 


- ipeople of 
ge 

to 
Yo the State legislature. 

Afzal Beg goes even further 
ES He has categorically stat 
— Mhat his party would enter | 
egislature with the sole objeq It remained pending in this House 
lof cither*mending or endin also. Wie | 
|the Statés present consütj, The delay in taking up the legis- | 
‘tional relationship with tl ation, the Speaker pointed out; 


i A r 4 was mainly due to tbe Govern- ! 
Union. In his view there | ment's action. in. taking-shelter—be-| 
| nothing to prevent the Stajh 


NUUS utional...provisian 
| Assembly from “wiping ou that the legislature. need meet. only 
VEA TIE UA after every.six-months. A modern; 
Es | Article 370 which he describ Government had—dav-to-day—prob- 

as the only link between Kas} lems 10 tackle, and_it_was—neces- 

i mir and the Central Gover sary-to-arrange atleast three ses: 
|! ment. All these assertions sions of ihe Legislaturc-in—a-—year. 
i no doubt based on the pi 


‘sumption that the Plebisc 


S ? 

“VIEWS CONVEYED TO C.M. 
- | Front will be able to sw 
| the polls in the next gene 


The Speaker said he had con- 

veyed his feelings in this regard 
él election. The forthcoming p 
¿chayat elections should sh 


to the Chief Minister, who had 
‘whether the Front is really 
ducted in a constitutional manner 
hi Sadiq, that the Bill did not pro; 
Minister opens a 
their ultimate rehabilitation. Hei} 


reacted. favourably. 
The Speaker appealed to the 
j| strong as it claims to be. dete | 
‘any case, the utterances e drew the attention of the other! 
T J > section, who apprehended that! 
to confer any new rights and 
erely intended to enable the; 

with the leaders of the Plel 
cite Front she will find | t 

oc exhorted both parties to eschew 
| violence. 


legislature 
Apparently ther 


| 
| 
“HASTY ACTION” | 
caker said that the Bill|| 
duced..in October 1966 
after 
the Assembly had bcen prorogued. }, 


i 


The Bill remained in the Coun- 
cil for a long time and came up 
for consideration in the Assembly 
for the first time on April 1, 1968. 


placed persons’ agitation was con- 
opener | property, to the statement by Mr. 
|: saying 
loans from the Government foriji 


members to ensure that the dis- 

E s ¡Sheikh Abdullah and Mr. they were being deprived of their 
hard-hit section of tillers to get! 

in an accommodating i 


Sheikh Abdullah can Earlier the Speaker, in a l3epagei 
hope to cover up his real | mline. said-he was -un - e| 


tentions by a mass of p 
tudes. To talk of acting 
"bridge" between India 
Pakistan is sheer nonsense. 
knows that he has no 
standi in the dispute 
Kashmir between the 
countries. In any case, 


General that the. Bi 
maney—Bil«. Asfor the. Govern- 

S AK a 
and consistent stand. First itj 
conceded that the. Rill was a money! 
Bill bur late ‘ied f 3 M 


The Speaker upheld the points 


the idea of amm 
was | 


TEEL > 
STE n ER , 


told him that € 
“independent Kashmir” 


4 


The feaders of the K i 
Piebiscite’ Front K ds 
po it am cH DUM 
| have given up their policy of 
| boycotting elections to the 


pua 
and DCC in his talks with 


Sad 


$ the controversy 


of order raised by some members|! 
and agreed with them that the Bill, | 


denger In Kashmir | 


ply clear why they E 


KS 


[ 


XA-T —LEYN 


\ 
LI 


Srinagar, May 24 


ifor fresh electi 


Chavan. 


(UNI) 


Chavan on his arrival here this morning had a two 
Lmeeting with Kashmir Governor Bhagwan Sahay. 


Mr Sadiq endorsed the demands T 
made by Industries Minister Ghias-, 
ons to PCC] 


Mr 


Earlier. the Home Minister met 


Chief Mi 


Twelve 
today cond 
for its 
expressed [ 
Mr Sadiq's leadership. 

This brings to 36 ou 
number of 
mittees in Kashmir Valle 

‘Continued on back pas 


emned 


IPCC is valid 


body, says 


iq Alt 
Hindusian Ti 
New Delhi, D 
group” en! 
mir Pradesh C 
is not a cons 
body 
AICC Veneral 
Sadiq Ali. 

He told newsmen, 
aiteniion 


fighting in the Kashmir ) 
has assumed serious 


ress, Which T 
proportions, that in the 


existence of th 
should not be quéstione 

So far as the AICC 
cerned, it had always 
the KPCC and did not 
validity. It cou 
of a sudden th 
ceased io exist 
people had locked 


becau 


nister G. M. Sadiq at the 


e Qasim group | 
"disruptive activities" 
its full confidence in 


t of 52 the | 
Block Congress Com- | 


ongress Com 
titutionally 
was today rejected 
Secretary, 


when 
was drawn to the group 


and 


y, which 
e col 2 


| 


mes Correspondent 
24—The 


Sadiq 


his 
Cong- 


heat of 


the constitutional 
e Kashmir 


PCC 
d. 
was con- 


dealt with 


doubt its 


Id not be said all 
at ihe PCC had 


se some 


its office. 


No complaints yet 


Mr Sadiq 
sions on 
tional erisis in 
Home Minister, 
today before he left for 
maintained that if there 
complaint of 
stitutional 
Congressman, 
look into it on a 
PCC. 

He said whatever 
ences among various pe 
area of controversy 
be needlessly widened 
point when the 
PCC itself was 
into question.” 

So far, the AICC 


ihe current 
Kashmir 


the 


individuals. He doubte 
the suspensio: 
| of various 

committees w 
to esta 


district 
as being 


K 
T 


x 


n of offic 


plished procedures. 


Ali, who had discus- 


organiza- 
with the 


Mr Y. B. Chavan 
Srinagar || 


was any 


indiscipline or con- 
impropriety by 
AICC 

reference by the | 


any 
could 


the difíer- 1 


ople, “the 


should not | 


to the 


existence of the | 
being brought | 


office had 


he visited Pakistan in being a o D E E ati 
- 7 Er RRE : + any communication 
Í President Ayub Khan pl ust ed-in-the-Lewer|| demanding  supersession of the 

| PCC or any complaint against 


d whether 


e-bearers 
Congress 
done ac- 


—Union Home Minister Y. E. 


-hour 


airport. 
Mr Chavan has been requested 
lto shift from Chashma Sm 
Guest House to one in gele 
| Munshibagh to enable more ‘ 2 
gations to meet him. ¿n1as” |i 
Industries Minister Pee? ,parst€ O a e 
udin told newsmen that cone: 
delegations of legislate’ pusing Si 
ress workers!  citizen?' on work- 
men, students and vom jnister to 
era wouldEmec Home fidence in i SRINAGAR, May 23. 
> g cl | ~ 4 eze 
convey lo, him GershiP ved Mir | MR: GIASUDDIN, Industries Minis- 
Congress leader „y that he Bi. ter and chief spokesman of the 
Qasim said here toe legality in Sadiq group, today demanded fresh 
did not recognize on in dismissing clections to the Pradesh Congress Com- 
Sadiq group's acte of the State |] mittee and district Congress commit- 
some office-bea tee. | 
Congress Comm! 1 1 P Mr. Giasuddin, who was addressing 
Qasim conc emnet Ma Press conference, described the pre- 
t | arrival of Mr Chavan | 
with WA &roup has stepped > 
he pro-Sadiq. ¿E AMD Dp o 
| up. its activities in an effort to; 
[xus | Sadiq men 
: more block committees | 


EN 


demand 
ad hoc body 


¡“The Times of India" News Service 


] 

JAMMU, May 23: A resolution 
| challenging the constitutional validity 
Jof the Pradesh Congress Committee 
j 
| 


| 
ki 
Li 
L 
$ 
f 
H 
Bi 
| was adopted at a Jargely attended mcet- 
jing of pro-Sadiq Congress workers 
here today. 

Among those present were several 
members of the Sadiq Ministry and a 
| number o! legislators. 
j|, The resolution also called for an 
inquiry into alleged irregularities im 
accounts relating to Congress funds. 

Referring to the “unconstitutional 
nature" of the PCC, the resolution 
said: “It functions only as a forum 
in the hands of some power-hungry, 
frustrated clements who want to use 
it for personal aggrandisement."" 

It called for appointment. of an ad 
hoc committee to replace “the present 
unlawful Pradesh Congress Committee" 
pending fresh elections. 3 

GRAVE INDISCIPLINE 

The resolution said that “any—at- 
tempt (by the Qasim) group) to_con- 
vene a_meeting, of the PCC will be 
construed as an act of grave _indisci: 
plino and political sabotage.” - 

The meeting described anti-Sad 
ments as “disruptivo-end un, 

It lauded the "inspiring" 
of Mr. G. M. Sadiq. 

Later (adds P11) Mr. Abdul Gant, 
Goni, Minister of State for Finance, 
briefing the Press, claimed that 36 Con- 
gress legislators had signed the resolu- 
“Te is sufficient proof of support 
i ofthe 
G. M. 


grec: 


patriotic. 
leadershup 


i| tion. 
ll of the overwhelming majority 
Congress legislators for Mr. 
Sag 5 j 

ustifying the “locking up” of the 
Congress office REVERT Lt Jammu, 
Mr. Goni said. "We feared some dis- 
order by the disruptionists in the Con- 
gress office and to check it the action 
|| was essential.” 

The provincial Congress office, he 
said, had been reopened and the 
“Qaumi Awaz” (Congress organ) would 
reappear from tomorrow. 


ji 


D COME 
Sadiq group 
' fresh elections 


“The Times of India" News Service. 2^ 


5PCC," he said. 
D 
“continuing to purge the party of “dis- 
Pruptionists and anti 


? dent 


0 emanc S 


241 Mash 1961 + A 


Congress 


Am bo 


kina 


sent. PCC-as an "illegitimate offspring $ oed | 
of Mr. Mir Qasim.” Ij rd 


E: 

Mr. Giasuddin disclosed that 24 off 
the 52 block Congress committees in 
the valley had adopted resolutions de- 
manding fresh elections to the PCC 
and the DCCs. | 

The Congress organisation, he said, [i 
was stagnant and a “fresh breeze" wasi. 
needed to rejuvenate it. 

Among the present at the Press con- 
ference were Mr. Noor Mohammed, 
Deputy Education Minister, and Mr. 
S. K. Kaul, MLA. | 


When à correspondent drew his atten- M x 
tion to a report appearing in a section PL. 
of the Press that he was prepared to | | 
abide by the verdict of the Congress | — 
President, Mr. Nijalingappa, in regard i29 
to the allegation about the unconstitu- | 
tional nature of the PCC, Mr. Giasud- i 
din said that he had been LA S4 
cd." He had merely said that they BA 
would not hesitate to put their case 
before the Congress. President. 


ANOTHER QUESTION 


Asked whether in that case his group pz 
would abide by the verdict of rhe [X 
Congress President, Mr. Giasuddin | 
said: “That 1s another question We | 
should look at the matter beyond its 
technical aspects. The fact is that the [2 
entire rank and file of the Congress ie 


A 
A 
er 


Stake in Kashmir 
PCC dispute 


“The Times of india" 
News Service 

SRINAGAR, May 23: Bigger 
issues than mere constitutional 
validity of the Kashmir PCC 
are involved in the current con- 
troversy between the Chief Mi- 
nister, Mr. Sadiq, and Syed Mir 
Qasim. 3 

While the Qasim group main- 
tains that omy the AICC can 
give a verdict on the constitu- 
tional validity of the PCC, Pir 
Giasuddin, Minister for Industries 
and a spokesman of the Sadiq 
group. contends that only active 
members of the Jammu, Kashmir 
and Ladakh regions can decide 
the issue, 

The Congress here has come to 
symbolise the growing link be- 
tween the State and the Centre 
and the longer the factional 
rivalry continues the more will it 
weaken that link. whichever 
group wins in the end. 


Pe 
in Kashmir, Jammu and Ladakh is 
against the present PCC. I am sure X 
that Mr. Nijalingappa, after seeing tne E 
facts for himself, will agree with us." 


Mr. Giasuddin was asked why hef 
was not demanding fresh elections to 
block committees and halqa commits i 
tees. “They are rightly constituted and | 
they are supporting our view in regard |. 
to the unconstitutional nature of the 


Mr. Giasuddin said that they were [i 


-party elements.” 


The following persons were removed |. 
from their offices today: Mr. P. L.p 
Karhaloo, labour leader and member m i 
of the Srinagar District Congress Com- | 
mittee: Mr. Mohammed Yusuf, Presi- |. 
of a block committee in Srinagar; | 
Ghulam Mustafa Mg President | 


no Bio 


Mr. 
of th 


N view of the Gandhi cen- 

tenary celebrations which 
commenced last October, the 
Gandhi Smarek Nidhi, under 
the chairmanship of Dr K. M. 
Munshi, called upon intellec- 
tuals of the country to parti- 
cipate in a colloquium on ethi- 
eal and spiritual values — for 
promoting national integration 
in the country. It hopes, that 
in creating public opinion on 
the problems facing this demo- 
cracy, responsible men from 
all sectors of the country’s 
leadership — would respond 
whole-heartedly to eheck the 
divisive forces which impair 
national unity and are a hind- 
rance to the integration of the 
country. 


Dynamic outlook 


Said Dr Munshi: “Merely to 
be a country is not enough, 
mere co-existence between 
communities constantly man- 
eeuvring lor supremacy is not 


j 


enough. National conscious- 
ness is a dynamic outlook 
which supersedes every other 


loyalty. As the preamble to our 
Constitution says, “it is a mat- 
ter of human dignity.” 

The crux of our problem lies 
deeper in the fact that most 
of us have lost sight of that 
great and global vision which 
the founders of our Constitu- 
lion envisaged when they won 
ireedom for this land, Today. 
we must re-capture that same 
spirit whieh motivated them to 
work for India as a nation, to 
live and die for her as pat- 
riots. 

Uniortunately, many of us 
think in terms of small groups 
based on petty differences of 
caste and creed, community 
or language, forgetting that 
mien such as Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy. Subhash Chandra Bose, 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawahar- 
la] Nehru. Lal Bahadur 
Shastri and others even 
to our own day did not 
count the cost before India was 
2mancipated into a seli-res- 
pecting nation. Gandhi called 
out the very best in everybody. 
He inspired us to live for 
something big, an ideal that 
vas great enough to Include all 
men of goodwill. 


These barriers of narrow 
tommunalism and lingualism 
are ultimately the outcome of 
à deep-rooted selfishness in 
one form or another. In the 
critical circumstances of today, 
we cannot afford to think as 
small men in terms of a State 
or community alone. while the 
whole nation is being edged on 
to the brink of a cataclysm by 
these fissiparous 


I vya 


tendencies supremacy, 


By B. T. AMBROSE 


The responsibility devolving 
upon our leaders is heavy and 
we must help them bear the 
burden in a spirit of friendly 
collaboration and constructive 
criticism, 

As Dr Munshi confessed: 
“Though an active member of 
the tribe of politicians for over 
50 years, 1 must admit that 
we have failed the country. 1 
am, however, an optimist. I 
have faith in the destiny and 
mission of India. Our people 
are basically moral and spiri- 
tual, The traditions of ages 
are still a vital force in their 
lives. What 1s required 1s to 
canalise these forces to mect 
the challenge of the times. 1 
firmly believe that the springs 
of Indian patriotism have not 
dried up. The hour before 
dawn is the darkest and I have 
confidence that today's encir- 
cling gloom is only a prelude 
io 2 brighter tomorrow." 

We sometimes wonder what 
has become of that unity which 
the founders of this land 
nurtured with such care at the 
cost of great suMering and per- 
sonal sacrifice. Unfortunately, 
thet cup of Indian unity was 
snatched away by the politi- 
cians, Communal dissensions 
have taken political overtones 
and what was built in nature 
to be one great geographical 
unit, has been broken up by 
linguistic and communitarian 
loyalties. 

Until independence, we were 
inspired by memories of our 
cultural heritage and common 
ideals to risk everything in 
the crusade jor Swaraj. The 
years immediately — following 
independenee were a period of 
achievements through swift in- 
tegration of ‘princely’ India 
comprising 562 native States 
and over eighty million people. 
The rehabilitation of ten mil- 
lion people who migrated from 
Pakistan territory, the fram- 
ing of a democratic constitu- 
tion and the inauguration of 
the five-year plans—all this 
was possible because of the 
purposive outlook, the spirit of 
oneness and the sense of mis- 
sion which characterised all our 
activities. 


Sense of betrayal 


Two decades have scarcely 
elapsed since our emergence 
into autonomy and we already 
sense its betrayal by partisans 
who are ready to barter this 
freedom for prestige or power. 
Gross maladies of administra- 
tion, corrupt practices, politi- 
cal exploitation of peasants, 
workers and students, floor- 
crossing in Parliament, party 
defections in the struggle for 
inter-State a 


| 
! 
| 
! 


ig its founder- 
te still with it— 
nd ath Jai Ram 

putes, extra-territorial loyalties Ve terr 
and other such problems of Eug nee E k 
national conduct have re- 214 the executive 
placed that existing bond of;inated. No step 
solidarity. te the party with 
Today, we question our atti-ot turn itself into 
tudes, ideals and way of life, people, not eyen 
And though we are conscious sultivating castes, 
of the goal, we are confused as PARS un 
of the means to achieve this 5r these means 
aim. We wonder why ours is available to 
leaders cannot forestal these and it has been 
crises before it is too late toly a year in U.P. 
remedy tbe widespread agita-ed to be: revolu- 


i a : p 1 C- 
S £ eakdown in public ontinue to fun 
video breakdowr I a n 
e .. 


mly partv which 
Since the common man is to the Congress 


not yet educated, certain mob fituencies in the 
mentality has taken hold of us ns. 

all. What we need is training 

and right education in the UGE 
appreciation of ethical and Lo general elec 
religious values which are the uo is largely 
well-spring and fundation of happens in the 
a healthy society. These prin- ar, Madhya Pra- 
ciples are more than philosophic tajasthan Assem- 
platitudes, a way of life on; may adopt for 
which depends the courage and 'at the Congress 
integrity of the nation, Each ohana eu 
of us must make it his earnest y the Congress. 
endeavour to translate i 


this many such men 
belief into personal convictions Fox is too much 
and commitment which are a ;ss choice of can- 
force to the nation. | Internal feuds 
CEN tis, Con 

T DI 2 de ! E 
New revolution M to 
The  Gandhian revolution LR UA UE 
heralded freedom from unjust ro BRD's success 
tyranny on the basis of human ffer of tickets to 
right and dignity, the revolu- ssmen. The pro- 
tion of the ballot box andiated in Bihar, 
adult franchise. But another | Rajasthan. | th 
revolution is in the offing, & ERSS a haa i 
revolution against the subser- poll in U.P. and 
vience of inner unjust forces js low, probably 


which stifle man’s liberty. ongress's in 1967 
When every man can free Congress morale 
himself from the inordinate. ever been. Elec- 


ambition for power and greedhblies are fought 


for wealth, his asvirations for ES 
a better world will blossomj use of this op- 


forth equality and fraternity 
of all men. ) rope in dissatis- 

Until then, all efforts to Another obstacle 
counteract these influences are)duce a manifesto 
a sham and the cloak of in-!0 the electorate. 
sincerity or cowardice. This'¥®, to change its 


things—from it 
task is by no means an easy, towards mazijans 
endeavour. 


It requires con-dernity—and that 
certed effort,  superhumanct. And the truth 
courage and profound humi- BKD beyond Mr 
lity. Ultimately, it is thet the shadow cast 
work of the spirit without 
whom we are small men handl- 
ing big problems. We require 
strength and guidance to usher 
in this non-violent revolution! 
which will liberate us from the! 
bondage of our apathy and 
selfishness, 

But we need not, nay, dare 
not give up the hope of build- |. 
ing 2 new India of our dreams, 
Strong and united, prosperous 
and egalitarian. Democracy is Fete, 
an experiment but it is up to 
us to make it a successiul ex- 


periment towards stability and 
econom Ospapity 


ks a team of ex- 
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AL COMMENTARY SANGH LOOKS FOR 
NEW IDENTITY 


Stresses And Strains i 


By S. DHARMARAJAN ! 


"y 


POLITIC 


QuE zeal for public service among 
Congressmen currently seen in 


- scramble for election tickets at 


office of the AllIndia Congress 
mmittee in the capital would have 
-en heart-warming but for the fact 
that it shows only once in five years 
or whenever elections are held. The 
Scramble was, of course, expected; it 
was a feature even during the era of 
the united Congress. Few, however, 
expected it to be on such a wide 


i scale: a separate counter was opened 


to receive petitions against rejection 
NA 4 - 
of nominations by Pradesh Election 
Committees; and about 1,000 peti- 
tions were handed in from Maha- 


| rashtra alone. It indicates, first, that 


Congressmen continue to regard a 
seat in the Legislature as the foun- 
tainhead of power, and secondly, the 
gradual erosion of, the influence of 
party bosses in most States. Above 
all, although the Congress is split, 
its basic character remains unchanged 
at the lower levels. The approach to 
power among the old diehards or the 
new  progressives is basically self- 
centred and factionally motivated. As 
in previous elections, the voter must 
console himself again íhat this is 
the price he pays in a democracy. 
Those who hoped for the sírict 
application of the new norms of 
selection by the Central Election 
Committee must have been dis- 
appointed at the lists of nominees of 
a few States cleared so far. State- 
ments by senior Congress leaders 


. since the split had led people to be- 


lieve that hundreds of young men and 
women dedicated to socialism, who 
had been denied opportunities by the 
old conservative leadership, would 
be given a chance by the new Con- 
gress. Very few of these ideologically 
acceptable “socialists” seem to have 
been spotted in the last few weeks. 
Barring a handful here and there, 
the qualifications of the new set of 


' candidates appear to be virtually the 


same as those of the old lot. 

In Mysore from where all the 27 
Congress candidates were elected to 
the Lok Sabha last year, the Pradesh 
Election Committee had to wind up 
its deliberations and appeal to the 
Central leaders. In the Gujarat list 
a majority of the 160 names cleared 
so far are no more or no less ideo- 
logically acceptable today than they 


were as members of the Congress 
33% 


much-publicized 
Sitting legislators has 


The 


4 av i 


"Ihe Scramble For Congress Nomination 


By S. VISWAM 


positive. Mr Shukla’s belated move 
to force the resignations was made 
to appear more as a loyal gesture to 
a friend than as surrender to party 
discipline. But when Mr Shukla 
found the Prime Minister's doors 
closed against him, he had to knock 
at the President’s. The Congress 
High Command swiftly and neatly 
executed a coup against Mr Shukla 
who incidentally. will become the 
third State leader to be eased out of 
office. Of the earlier two, Mr Sukha- 
dia has been taken out of Rajasthan 
politics and appointed Governor of 
Mysore while Mr Brahmananda Reddy 
awaits his turn. 

There were two alternatives before 
the High Command following Mr 
Shukla’s decision to resign. With 
the election dates for Madhya Pradesh 
already announced. President's Rule 
for five or six weeks would have set 
an avoidable precedent. Besides, the 
Congress continues to have a majority 
in the Assembly andso the new situa- 
tion can be met by electing a.new 
leader. The High Command favour- 
ed the election of a new leader. The 
State Legislature Party is to meet in 
the capital today. Mr P. C. Sethi, Min- 
ister of State for Petroleum and 
Chemicals 1s being mentioned as the 
successor to Mr Shukla. If he is 
elected leader today, it will be an 
indication of Mrs Gandhi's preference 
as she is unlikely to nominate an- 
other leader after the Assembly 
elections. ; 


T 
(OR Mr V. P. Naik, it has been 
touch-and-go. By securing 
weightage in the Maharashtra list in 
his favour, Mr Naik has for the time 


being pushed Mr Shankerrao Chavan's ` 


claims to Chief Ministership to the 
background. A significant point worth 
noting in the case of Maharashtra is 
that the State's peculiar feudal 
politics surfaced even at the time 
of the PEC deliberations. Rich farm- 
ers and co-operative magnates who 
sensed that Mr Shankerrao Chavan 
was likely to come to power pledged 
their support to him; he in turn 
included them in the PEC list against 
the wishes of the AICC observers. 
When Mr D. P. Mishra was asked to 
“screen” the PEC list, Mr Shanker- 
rao Chavan’s supporters expected 
that there would be no major changes 
because of Mr Mishra’s known atti- 
tude towards Mr Y. B. Chavan. But 
pP -pdn at, qronmmnadata 
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will be guided by the Prime Min 
The significance of this develop 
can be appreciated only by 

who have followed closely the c +. I y 
of Maharashtra Congress politics Quite some time because many of 
the days when Slate MPs vote its leaders have come to recognise 


Mr Sanjeeva Reddy in the Presthe compulsions of socio-economic 


tial election. Mrs Gandhi stilchanges in the country. The party's 
members that Mr Giri was el Kanpur session can be said to have 
only on the second count, main] taken this process a little further. 
cause Maharashtrian first prefer Bul 1t remains to be seen whether 
votes were cast in favour of Mr Rthe party will continue to move in 
on Mr Y. B. Chavan's directive. this direction or beat a retreat if 
in politics, memories count. the. present, posture does not help 
The selection of candidates !t increase its appeal and widen tts 
Rajasthan has exposed two as base. j l 
of State politics. Despite his ren It may be too early to say that 
from power, Mr Sukhadia's holithe leaders meant what they said 
the party apparatus is fairly stat Kanpur. But they kept on repeat- 
and this was reflected in the acing that the Sangh was committed 
ance of a majority of his nomito Change and they resented the 
bv the PEC The AICC observersSuggestion that iL was a rightist or 
port to the CEC shows that the ‘fs quo organisation. 
was unable to exclude many, To some extent they are pre- 
cluding former Ministers, who ‘pared to concede that at least partly 
facing corruption charges. Seco:they themselves are to blame for 
Congressmen who are .describe(the party's present image. The new 
Rightists these days dominate President, Mr. Lal Kishen Advani. 
party and the PCC reorganization for instance, , laments that the 
not helped to reduce their influtSangh's image’ has been distorted 
A new set of candidates may because of its having kept company 
aided Mr Barkatullah Khan to e with tbe Swatanira Party, 
lish his authority after the elect |, P 
As it is, he may have to continue Swatantra Alliance 
tight rope walk, striking a bali : 1 
between keeping the party in $ The alliance with the Swatantra 
humour and pushing, through Party was forged when Mr. Atal 
forms such as the allótment of | Behari Vajpayee was President ol 
to the landless which he annourthe Sangh. But he, too, insists that 
soon after assumption of officeit is a centrist organisation and that 
July last. That he has been units differences with the Swatantra 
to implement socialist programare fundamental. 
indicates the inadequacy of the Sta But whatever he and other Sangh 
political resilience. Because of jeaders might say, the process of 
unbroken spell of one-man rule adjustment is not going to be easy 
17 years, a variety of vested inter or painless. While seeking new 
has inevitably inhibited. both poli adherents. the party does not want 
and administration in Rajasthan. ¡o risk alienating those who have 
Sukhadia's removal from office sy °° foli ; 
be meaningless if there are no p, 
ceptible improvements. Will the y 


NHE Jana Sangh has been in 
search. of a new identity for 


the Rajasthan list, how different \oj@ 
it be from that recommended by s; 
last elections? A 
^N ci, 
HILE the Congress leaders“: 
W has decided to shun electcP 
aliances in principle, adjustme™’ 
are possible with the Commuin 
Party in West Bengal, Delhi, Bi* 
911092 dy ic 
pue yl” 


didates chosen this time help k 
bring about improvements? Or, p, 
other words, when the CEC final 
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spent in discussing shortages, infla- 
tion, unemployment and the dis- 
abilities of weaker sections than at 
any previous session of the Jana 
Sangh. References to the  partys 
pet subjects were kept in a low . 
key. Apart from adopting one of 
the lengthiest resolutions in | its 
historv on the economic situation, | 
the conference devoted three hours | 
to a debate on what should be ; 
done to end the disabilities of 
Harijans. , | 
A policy statement on the inter- 
national situation, adopted by the 
working committee, was crowded 
out of the agenda of the plenary | 
session. [t repeated the familiar 
stance on the Simla agreement and 
relations with the Soviet Union. 
Though it is part of the record, it 
was not tabled at the conference. | 
The leadership apparently took the 
view that the rise in prices offers 
a better platform for a political 
campaigning than diatribes against 


the government regarding its | 
policy towards. Pakistan and the, 
Soviet Union. The dominant 


theme of most of the speeches at} 
Kanpur was an attack on Mrs. 
Gandhi and the Congress for acts 
of commission in the anti-poverty 


drive. In different times the cri-| 
ticism would have centred on 
“softness” towards Islamabad. 


The leadership, of course, claims | 
that there has been no change in | 
the party’s programme, even in} 
respect of emphasis. It insists that | 
the party has all along pressed for | 
growth in production, equity im) 
distribution and restraint on con- | 
sumption. Of*course, all this is} 
there in the partys record, But? 
these items were conveniently rele- | 
gated to the background in the 
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KASHMIR IN NATIONAL PRESS 


The Indian Express (2/6) carries a despa tch datelirg Srin gar, 
June 1, 1970 that indications were available yssterday that Sayed 
Mir Qasim join Sadiq cabiret as a pleasant finale- to ths recent 
differences which dealt a serious blow to the- prestige and 
popularity of the new Congress in the State. Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
Prime Minister and Mr. G.M. Sadiq Chief Minister are understood 
to hae broached the point in their recent talks. Syed Mir Qasim 
has already been sounded. The despatchfurther Says that although 
he is reportedly still as reluctant to.accept this offer as the 


previous-one to become, the Congress Gensral Secretary-competent 


observers feel Mr. Sadiq has the capacity to get the thing done, 


The Patriot (2/6) reports that the Jammu and Kashmir PCC 
Executive Committees has been convened on June 9, PCC President 
Mr. Sadiq will preside. 

The same paper (2/6) reports that Jammu and Kashmir depressed 
classes league President Amar Nath Bhagat died of a heart attack 
last; morning on the llth day of his indefinite fast in support of 

the demands of the backward classes. 

The IN ian Express (2/6) in its "Kashmir letter" captiored 
"Abdullah finds rival in Farooq" interalis observes: "Indications 
ara not lacking that the coming session of Sheikh Abdullah's State 
People's Convention will be fore more conzerned with the battlo 
for its survival than a search for ‘the solution of political 
future of Jammu and Kashmir! wnich is evidently the most important 
item on its agenda. The reason is the growing tension between To 
State!s tallest leader and his young rival Mir Waiz Maulana Sarooq 
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Ls Ar ‘Unnecessary Show Of Authority 


By INDER MALHOTRA 


necessary legislation in the norma! 
course. 

For example, not the slightest 
difference would have been made 
to the desired and desirable objte- 
tive of cutting down oil consump- 
tion if the government had waited 


cept of ordinance in no uncertain 
terms. 

As premier of the then Madras 
Presidency, Mr. C. Rajagopalachari 
became the first Congress leader 
in power to get an ordinance issued. 
To nobody's surprise though to the 
horror of many, he justified his 
action with the clever argument 
that he was “making good use ol 
a bad power", quoting in the pro- 
cess the Shakespearean dictum: 
“There is some goodness in things 
evil." 

It was against this background 
that, when the time came to frame 
a constitution for free India, na- 
tional leaders had no compunction 
about incorporating in it, almost 
wholesale, the section of the Gov- 
ernment of India Act, 1935, deal- 
ing with ordinance-making! 

Consequently, the powers for 
promulgating ordinances, which the 
letter of the constitution confers on 
the President at the Centre and on 
the governors in the siates, are 
sweeping. They also rum counter 
to the spirit of the constitution, 25 
expounded to the constituent as- 
sembly by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 
while persuading it to accept the 
articles pertaining to ordinances. 
This contradiction lies at the root 
of much of the present trouble 

Dr. Ambedkar had said that 
ordinances would be issued only if 
ihe administration was "suddenly 
and immediately" confronted wit 
an unforeseen or unforeseeable 
situation ^unamenable to existing 
laws. and went on to argue that 
were it possible to summon the legis- 
lature in this country as quickly as 
the House of Commons could be 
convened in Britain, recourse to 
ordinances would be unnecessary 


is a measure of the extent of 
. the Union governments mis- 
e of its ordinance-making powers 
At even the Lok Sabha Speaker. 
NG. S. Dhillon, has been con- 
"ined to speak out against this 
* — jicious practice. 
as was only to be expected, he 
Sad expressed himself in restrained 
and judicious language. But there 
l | can be no doubt about his un- 
happiness over ihe dual impropriety 
committed by the government—in 
issuing an ordinance barely a week 
| | before the beginning of parliament's 
| |session, and in using it to impose 
| | fresh taxes in order to push up the 
j prices of petroleum products, es- 
| pecially petrol. à 
! Unfortunately, there is nothing 
| to show that tne treasüry benches 
i will pay any greater heed to the 
| Speaker's gentle remonsirance than 
| they have paid in the past to the al- 
| 
| 
| 
} 
à 
j 


rorogued both 


Only in the case: of bank na- 
tionalisation did the government 
have some justification in arguing 
that it had to act through an ordi- 
nance, and not through nornial 
law-making processes, because it 
had to maintain the strictest 
secrecy about its move. For the 
rest, its. defence of its ordinances 
has been specious, if not disingenu- 
ous. 


A CORRECTIVE 


But no matter how untenable 
or tenuous the governments justi- 
fication for its all too frequent 
ordinances, there is nothing that 
courts of law can do to ¡emedy 
the situation. Thanks to the letter 
of the constitution, the President's 
powers to issue ordinances are 
more sweeping than is generally 
realised. (Those of governors in 
the states are identical. As for 
the question. whether a situation 
requiring the promulgation of an 
ordinance really exists, the subjec- 
tive satisfaction of the President 
—which really means the opinion 
of the council of  ministérs—is 
final. nt mm mL 


Indeed, under the constitution | rs 


effect from 8.00 


:ount of the 


most unanimous protest against 
"ordinance raj" by the opposition 
parties. 


BANGLA CRISIS 


Exactly two years ago, On the 
pretest of coping with the Bangla- 
| desh crisis, New Delhi issued no 
| fewer than 14 ordinances in the 
three weeks preceding parliaments 
winter session, and one of these 
| jmposed several fresh taxes which 
| became operative, ironically, on the 
very day the two houses began their 
session! 

The protest at that lime was 
understandably strident. But it 
does not seem to have had any 
deterrent effect. Or else the gov- 
ernment would not have repeated 
its past tactics in the case of the 
- wjnew taxes on petroleum products. 


parties which 


rrent session 


ad voiced their 


Ga 
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r of the House. 
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5 What makes the government's per- | he 
| A ipy re, too. di d : 

_* formance both: puzzling and painful ! í 2 ME de UE i en E ; LI PEE 
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But events, as they have unfoid- 
ed. have belied Dr. Ambedkar's 
assurances. Ordinances have been 
issued, like the latest one concern- 
ing petroleum prices, virtually on 
the eve of a parliamentary session. 
Even more flagrant have been the 
breaches of the assurance that the 
ordinances would be issued only 
in situations that arose suddenly 
and could neither be foreseen nor 
dealt with according to the Jaws 
already on the statute book. 

Some instances of the reckless 
use of the ordinance-making powers 
would be laughable were they not 


of the executive! t Cy P Mie e rir Vio eee 

Under the circumstances, a Ccor- A ERN T eir 
rective to the present practice of 
indiscriminate issuance of ordi- | 
nances can come only from within 
the ruling party which, unfortu- 
nately, has not been known for | 
responsiveness to constructive cri- Mkama aa adai $ 
ticism. E E MUR Mr. 

Even so, it might be persuaded |. * 
to recognise that by agreeing to, 
some healthy conventions which 
would reduce the number of ordi- 
nances, especially when a session |) 
of parliament is in the offing. it will © 
lose nothing while both it and | 
the country will gain a great deal. | 
What precisely these conventions 
should be is a matter.for political 
leaders and constitutional pundits 
to discuss. But a proposal that 
merits consideration is that the 
question whether a situation exists 
to warrant the promulgation of an 
ordinance should be made justi- 
fiable. : ty 
Otherwise, it will be no surprise |f 
if the country is back to the days 
when Mr. C. B. Gupta and Mr. | 
Charan Singh between them. could 
issue 26 ordinances in U.P. within | 
a matter of weeks and Mr, Jyoti 
Basu could EE through the first 

e 


= in season and out of season. Its 
majority in parliament is so Over- 
Ax passed at any time. The only pos- 
M sible explanation for its frequent 
Ar | ordinance-making powers therefore 
is that it enjoys displaying its au- 
Nor is this surmise as far-fetched 
as it may seem, judging by the 
"gradually become an integral part 
lof this country’s political and con- 
jt is perhaps needless to add that | tragic eco Y 
E d gically injurious to the basic 
ma the executives power to promulgate | tenets of parliamentary democracy. 
raj although, typically, nothing com- | ordinance was issued to enhance 
arable to it exists in Britain Of%)+he emoluments of a high digni- 
States. The one and only attempt | ree ^ 
2 I be E p count of the ordinances whose 
by the British government to 4°" | sole puspose was to give effect to 
for the duration of the first world : 
w^ [one house of parliament, or the 
war was slapped down by the judi- | per for months, if not years, 
E cil. edu ) 
i ad the government given them 
en before independence, | fe necessary priority. 
jof the man iat|the hasty promulgation of ordinan- 
E $ -Ices achieves nothing Which could 
until the beginning of a parlia- | ministry in West Bengal by ordi- 
ry mentary session and sponsoring the "nance. ? 


— parliament or by issuing ordinances 
nen whelming that it can get any law 
Wu 
RR often pointless recourse to 
T thority. 
— manner in which ordinances have 
S stitutional system. 
ordinances is a relic of the British |On one occasion. for example, an 
or that matter, in the United tary! And it has been difficult to 
| quire such powers within the U.K bills which had been pending in 
CIR: committee of the Privy Coun- | nd could easily have been pass- 
tries did not hesitate 
The irony of it all is that usually 
|not have been attained by waiting budget of the first United Front 
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Political C 
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from 


J&K for 6 months 


onference chief, 
l 21 others arre 


sted 


JAMMU, Feb. 2 (UNI)—The Kashmir "overnment has externed Begum Abdullah 
from the State for six months and arresteu Political Conference president Mohiuddin 


| Kara and 21 others, including some of his partymen. 


While the order externing Begum: Abdullah was served on her in New Delhi 


| this morning, Mr Kara was arrested yesterday while he 


was on his way to Delhi for 


| consultations with Sheikh Abdullah on participation of his party in the forthcoming | 


Assembly elections in the State. 
UTC NSW DHI, Feb 8 (UN = m 


¡fermed sources said the pronounce- 


im^n:s mate by Mirza Afzal Beg to- 3 

day clearly showed that “there has said. 

been no change of heart, but only , "n 

of tact'cs" on the part of Sheikh The Political Conference mem- 
Abdulhan and his colleagues bers and other “anti-social ele- 
‘who are yet to accept the State's ments" were arrested in Srinagar 


laceossion to India as final" 

They joined issue with Mr Beg's 
statement to newzmen tod-y that the 
had accepted tre Indian 
stitution and the instrument of 
scien of 1947. If that wer? so, 
why were the Sheikh and the Front 
d-manding a plebiscite? what would 
either a plebiscite or a procedure 
a’ 1 to that determine? 

Mr Ecg, according to these sources, 
had cv ly arrucd a skilful lawyer 
and irculeed in legal quibblings. 


this morning. 

More arrests are expected 
the next few days. 

The spokesman said that for 
some time past there had been 
increasing evidence of some anti- 
national elements and members 
of an organisation declared . un- 
lawful (All-Jammu and Kashmir 
Plebiscite Front) making “frantic 
efforts to revive the unlawful ac- 
tivities in the Kashmir valley in 
different garbs.” 


in 


as 
as 


Ha haq failed to say that if they ac- A 

! cep.ed Kashmir's accession. Secret meetings 

3 1 s “A number of secret meetings 
1 of these elements had taken place 


¿in order to give shape to and exe- 
¡cute plans to disturb the peaceful 
atmosphere in the State and in- 
ject íresh life into anti-national 
activities." 

| The spokesman alleged that 
| messages had also been exchang- 
| ed with certain foreign intelli- 
| gence sources across the border 
{ìn order to secure support for 
grouping together the subversive 
elements known to have been 
working in the State with foreign 
encouragement and financial sup- 
port, 

"Undue advantage was sought 
to be taken in this connection of 
the recent measures initiated by 
the State Government in relaxing 
various restrictions which were 
necessitated by the situation on 
the country's borders and war 


I settl 


Continued from page 1 col. 2 With pansan he added. 
MS opted "secularis: , The spokesman said that the de- 
i Kronos Re its creed. “W cision of the State Government in 

ga E QOt adopted these objective releasing about 200 detenus last 
s mere political expediency," r month had been misunderstood. 
jas mere Peas unfortunate thi - Instead of appreciating its true 
1 aes » interests had creatcimpori—as a step aimed at af- 
| misgivings and the resultant Mim. 3 
Understanding "between the Cen|duct in the Assembly, it cou 
|e and the people of the, Stati not vouchsafe. —. 

is maliciously perpetuated.’ De Matth 
Continued on back page col. 5 


ye 


m is 


Referring to the charge of 
| Front being. 
sation, he sat is 
| had ‘tenaciously 
L3 provision of the 


a secessionist organ 

is organisation a - 
oy Sz by the only 
Constitution which 
State's relations with 


ences to the right oi "self deterr 


nation" for the people of Kashm 
Mr Beg said that, at one time, 
was considering the question 
changing the name of the orga 
sation. He could not do anyth: 
now without consulting his coll 
gues. The activities of the pa 
had been suspended. I do : 
want to be outvoted by my me 
bers." 
Mr Beg 


T cements the 
| India. A NE 
i ondemned the arrest © 
à de Masoudi, Mr Karra and other 
"and the externment of Begum, Ap 
|dullah. and said, he could me Nus 
lieve that such action couci ve 
‘the blessings of a “crusader onee 
: | cularism and democracy | like im 
{Minister Indira Gandhi" The 


| ted by the Pakistan Army, but 


these arrests and the externment 
of Begum Abdullah, was an “un- 
democratic action.” 


Awami Action 
scheduled to meet here on Feb. | 
was asked to explain 4, to discuss the question of its} 
silence on the developments in B participation in the March elec- 
"gla Desh and the genocide comn tions. 


The externment and the arrests were made under the 
Jammu and Kashmir Security Act, an official spokesman 


fording an opportunity to differ- 
ent elements in the State to take 
a fresh look at the things after 
the historic developments in the 
sub-continent and re-adjust them- 
selves to the realities of the situa- 
tion—it was sought to be utilised 
as an opportunity to re-organise 
anti-Indian elements and pose a 
threat to the peace and security 
of the country.” 

The spokesman said the State 
Government had been watching 
these activities and in the interest 
of peace and security had detain- 
ed about 20 persons including 
some anti-social elements. 


The Government has also serv- | 


ed an order on Begum Abdullah 
requiring her not to enter the 
State for six months in order to 
ensure that her presence is not 
exploited by 
for their own ends. 

The Government wanted 
make clear that while allowing 
full scope for exercise of demo- 
cratic freedom and constitutional 
rights, no attempt will be allowed 


| 


! 


interested elements | 


to | 


to restart illegal activities in any [ 


garb whatsoever, 


Subversion 


The spokesman said that those 
seeking to revive illegal and sub- 
versive activities or trying in any 
way to impair the atmosphere 
Senerated by the recent develop- 
ments in order to serve the in- 
lerest of a foreign power will be 
dealt with firmly and no chances 
taken in safeguarding the peace 
and security of the State. 

Maulana Syeed Masoodi, a for- 
mer MP, was detained this after- 
noon in Kashmir. 

With his arrest, the number of 
persons detained by the State 
Government since lasi night has 
gone up to 21 

Six persons detained under the 


Preventive Detention Act in Ja- 


nuary 1971 were released today 


Mohamad 


official sources said. 


Mirwaiz Maulana 


==! Farooq, chairman, Awami Action 
Committee, has deplored the ar- 
rests of Mr Kara and some other 
political workers, adds PTI. 


The Maulana said here that 
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NEW DELHI, January 


HEIKH ABDULLAH 
that while he did 

ithe fact of Kashmir’s accession to 
| India, the relationship between the 
Istate and the rest of the country had 
jio be governed by the Instrument 
[ot Accession. with all its implications. 


Accession. of Kashmir to India. the 
Sheikh said in an interview to PTI, 
[was governed by the Instrument of 
‘Accession which had been given con- 


said today 
not challenge 


RStitutional shape by Article 370 ot 
ithe Constitution, “There is no ambi- 
|guity about this. The whole rela- 
tionship stands on this." 

| He said: “I have signed the Con- 
stitution and accepted Article 370 
Jwith all its implications, We accept 


¡the Constitution including Article 370. 


¡We cannot start a dialogue to end 
jthe uncertainty in Kashmir on any 
lother basis.” 

|o The Sheikh said that this had" al- 


‘ways been his stand and he had never 


[retracted from the "signature I put 
jon the Constitution.” IL was on 
jihis basis that I brought Kashmir 
to India." 


He was, however, of the view that 
accession and internal autonomy were 
inter-dependent. “If you take away 
ithe one, you take away the other. 
‘That must be, understood fully, I 
am even for regional autonomy for 
the three. regions of the state—the 
valley, Jammu and Ladakh—because 
| am against concentration power 
in the hands of a few.” 


INTERNAL AUTONOMY 


He clarified that his demand for 
internal autonomy was no different 
¡from that of Tamil Nadu and some 
other states. "Such an autonomy. has 
been provided for in the Instrument 
of Accession and J only want this 
instrument. to. be fully implemented. 
The difference between Kashmir and 
Tamil Nadu is that the latter has to 
re-negotiate for such an- autonomy 
while it guaranteed in our case. 
Kashmir would remain a part of India 
peven in that set-up.” 


The Sheikh said if there was to be 
any change in such a set-up, it had 
to be done with the approval of the 
people. “It is not within the powers 
of the government of India to erode 
Article 370 which they have done. 
But with the passage of time, there 
may be changes, After all, the peo- 
ple of Kashmir know what is good 
for them. If they feel there should 
3 be changes, they will ask for it.” 
| He said a question often asked 
twas why should Kashmir have a 
| special status. He himself answered 
iby saying. "the situation that exists 
jin Kashmir does not exist in any 
jother state. This is one Muslim 
majority state that has joined hands 
¡with India. IL has been divided into 


homs ATT a oi armes n 


ol 


Is 


my, in 


| 


The Working Committee of the| 


Committee is 


refused to answer the question. He 


said he wanted to confine the 
conference to 


and would 
on some other occasion." 


He concluded by saying that un- 


e "rule of law" 
ades in Kashmir, 
| Government would not have 


Press 
tne issue of elections 
"discuss other matters 


was allowed 
the State 


an 


easy time at the hands of the sup- 


‘porters of the Plebiscite Front. 


ly 


1 
| 
i 
| 
‘ 
1 
1 
| 
1 
| 

1 
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DEDO, 


herent in 
Sheikh | 


two and is a cause of dispute with | 
another country. Because of all this li 
the people of Kashmir sufler. Hence 
the need for a special status.” 


He said his aim was to satisfy both 
the majority and the minority in the 
state. “The majority feels that il 
things are forced on them against their f 
wishes, their future will be dark. The 
minority also wants some protection. || 
There js fear in the minds of both 
and this fear had to be removed, The [E 
Instrument of Accession had sought to 
do that. That is why 1 want that it |! 
should be fully implemented.” 


Calling for the removal of mutual 
suspicions, the Sheikh said if sus- 
picions continued, — nothing could be 
achieved.” 1 have made my stand clear, 
but 1 will have to carry with me the 
people of Kashmir who may have 
many doubts in view of what has 
happened in the past, The government 
of India must give me the base from 
where -| can work to achieve this. I 
want instruments for winning back 
the people to my stand. It is all in the 
hands of the government of India.” 


COMMON BASE 


The Sheikh wanted a major change 
in the policy of the government of 
India and said: “They can either rule 
by force and fraud or by winning over 
the hearts of the people. There must 
be a common base on which we can 
a eee 


Stating 
the past, 


that he was for forgetting 
Sheikh Abdullah called for | 
the opening of a new chapter in 
Kashmir. “We have done everything | 
on our part to end the uncertainty. | 
We have made our stand clear. The} 
ball is in the other court now. In} 
fact, it had always been.” 
series of talks between 
Mirza Afzal Beg, his representative, f 
and Mr. G. Parthasarthy, the Prime] 
Minister's representative, were a “major! 
step," but it was too early to say what] 
would be the result.” On our part) 
nothing will be left undone to make; 
the talks successful but there has got? 
to be a good response from the other} 
side too.” | 
‘VESTED INTERESTS’ | i 

The Sheikh accused certain ‘vested § 
interests" in Kashmir of trying to 
“sabotage” the talks by polluting the 
atmosphere. “These interests want the 
uncertainty to continue so that they 
can continue to flourish. That is why 
they are creating suspicions.” 

Asked if he proposed to meet Mrs. 
Gandhi, the Sheikh replied: “ | can 
meet her anytime, But for — talking ff 
business the stage has not come yet.” 

Asked if he considered Pakistan to 
be a party to the dispute, the Sheikh 
“This is another question that 
is being raised again. I am not con- 
cerned with that. It is for Pakistan to 


He said the 


sard: 


establish its position in the dispute. 
Why should I plead for them? But 
one cannot escape the fact that one- 
third cf Kashmir's territory is with 
| Pakistan and that India has entered 
into negotiations with Pakistan on this 
dispute often. First let there be an 
understanding between us and the cen- 
| tral leaders.” 


He said even after such an under- 
standing was reached, there \would be 
hurdies like “Azad Kashmir” and |ý 
Pakistan's position. “But these two |? 
hurdles could be crossed easily once | 
there is an understanding between us." 

Sheikh Abdullah said he was against 
division of Kashmir between India 
and Pakistan. “But if ‘Azad Kash- 
mir wants to remain away, it is for 


them to decide. We cannot force 
them to do anything against their 
wishes. But we want the state to re- 


main together.” 


OPM, 


COLOMBO, January 27, 


| Kashmir is 
hurdles”, says Bhutto | team arri 


“hurdle of 


war problem would clear the hurdle 


35 


Plebiscito 


Begum ADR 
externed from 


pe SIDEN] ZULFIKAR ALT} for the resolution of Indo-Pakistan: | o 
BHUTTO of Pakistan has said in | Problems 3 Q 
BJA interview to a Sri Lanka journalist Mr. Bhutto inte | i rie 
TY vi La ali $ pointed out that Vie j 
While the, POW issue was the} Nam "the first Ding utter tie deas. i (s l | 9 a S ıma l 1 U 
JE id EN in restoration of peace | fire is that American prisoners are to : Ce "t 2 : ^ 
| PRIN 8 EI ACD NE the | be gs That is the way it should Hindustan Times Co, India" N Servi 
3 e. YI wi í ndia, “the | he appy American Prisoners-of-wal i “The Times of p D) Qua us 
Eua of hurdles” was the Kashmir | are, returning (o their country. But NEW DELHI, Hep ca Bp tl E / yo d 
E | Indis is linking this with Hanzta-| delegation from Kashmir, discuss <b 3, 12, JAMMU, February 2. + 
j desh. è 


p N interview to the editor-in-chiet 
1 "limes of Ceylon" group ol 
pers, the Pakistani President 
Put the Kashmir dispute should 


H. polved before "India and Pakis- | Cease-fire has taken. place. Territorios | Front's general council to convey months. She is now in Delhi. 
Inch tne hope for lasting peace Inj occupied durme the war have been to Sheikh Abdullah and Mirza " A TSE 
E elt, they seopid live together, th the} returned by the two countries and now SITI Beg the views of the party A Press release issued by the; e 
E Su, “co-openiting with one there- is. no justificaion lor keene workers on this issue and to see gove e aid ‘ is step! ; 
BE mother in as many fields as possible, es 90.000 estes tigi Y SAPRE their advice. A tentative list of government Said that this step] 
Bi ving in mutual trust." which 20,000. are civilians, women aid Candidates was also reportedly was being taken “to ensure| 
i He was replying to a question whe- | -h; gas Vb LAE o CA a rawn up in case the two leaders, SR! tha eT presence is not exploit- | 
BE ner the, solutions GEO aa children, Keeps Our prisoners I 1| who have been externed from the | offici at her P IN IS t € p | 
P. IAA ao eee te iara State, decided to participate in the |20 p ed by interested elements to} 
— » 0 ) ODS = oo 1 the i a 1 a ~ 99 | 
C WE lock cn a hos oa ham! further their own ends. 
future and we look at it hopeful that Bl The President of the Front, Mr hi-u | 
- a soners W ` re Ad" o] Í : f de reste a; thile 2 e avi en | 
SD eaker & en Aa mete A à, be returned," Mi ff Beg, described today's discussions Doe Meanwhile 21 persons have been | 
ft EA QN Michael reported. las of a “preliminary” nature and | rity | Placed under detention. | Y 
1 4 | During the 4U-minute interview, Mu, || serious discussions would begin to-| Hel An official source said later that! / i 
> je Us ME a Bhutto. said that he would welcome || Morrow. They would be able to been! six persons detained under the Pre- | 
$ ;Deaxcr any initiative from the Sri Lanka |, Come to a decision in a day or|situa v. Detention Act in Janu: 
N X TTE Prime Minister, Mrs. Sirimavo Ban- | 'Wo. Mr Beg proposes to make , fectly Y ia esl 
Í i daranaike, for whom he had "the a formal announcement of the| Ththad been released. | 
| : Front's intentions after the dis-| State 


J&K | 
‘elected AA | 


| 
Ji | when Bangladesh gives ns consent W di 3 NS any viet Gone Ww of tie. eee, EOS 
: - reo) as o cea" uc angiadesh give -onsent and fi m in om- o > banne abiscite E 
4 “The Times ot. india” News Service |» recognised. 1 do not, however, want | mittee, Mr G. R. Kochak, Hakim gatic hide comer a Cea 
h SRINAGAR, March 12. [lO say that we will not welcome any || Habibullah and Mr Mohiuddin | ana) attention, E BOR 
a DRHE Congre : 13 e nove taken by Sri Lanka’s Prime [| Shah. An emissary of Maulana oen T ] , | 
E [i = Congress has won 13 of the } Minister. We welcome any move taken Masoodi, Mr. Mubarak Shah, who te aj He said some anti-national ele- | 
q 15 Jammu and Kashmir assembly [by her as a friend of both India and || was accompanying Mr Mohiuddin Ped ments had "exchanged messages | 
seats, results of which have been | Pakistan. Karra, has also arrived. Mr Karra|pgyj| with foreign intelligence sources | 


announced so far. 
Five Congress candidates have heen 
elected uncontested. 


The elected Congress candidates the flames on the sub-continent to suit || mind only after the Plebiscite | d: T : encouragement and | 
| include Mr. Shamsuddin, Speaker of power bloc interests, Prssideni Bhutto | | Front leaders have come to some |m clandestine financial support." 
| [the assembly, — Mr. Ghulam Qadir answered, “Why should we make. our- | | Conclusion, + PREJUDICIAL ROLE | 
® Bedar from the Baramulla constituency, ! selyes catpaws of others? At least then | There is difference of opinion |” PTI adds: a“ 
© | Mr. Talib Hussain from the Rajouri we should fall back on our common: | ¡Among the Shelkh's followers inne ] The order of externment was served 
| constituency and Begum Zenab from|sense and intelligence A | Valley on the question of participa- | on the Begum he Fe j 
E y £ i sense and intelligence. If we know E g at the Ferozeshah Kotla 
B | Amirakadal. Mi. Shamsuddin defeated ¡ tion in the election. The faction led | residence of Sheik 
B, E e pi by Maulana Masoodi and supported > i eikh Abdullah here by | 


his nearest Independent opponent by 


PTI & UNI add: 

The Finance Minister, Mr, Girdhari 
La! Dogra, has been elected from his 
heme constituency of Jasmerbagh in 
| Kathua district. 

1 


“With feeling, he (Mr. Bhutto) said, 


the Geneva t'onvention has to be com- [f 


plied with.. U.N. resofutions are there 


highest regard," for the resolution ol 
lado-Pakistan problems. "But ] am 
sceptical about the initiative coming 
from Sri Lanka or any other quarter 
since india has made her position 
very clear that she will only consider 
repatmatign of prisoners-ol-war 


STAND ON POWER BLOC 


Asked whether he did not think 
that certain big powers chose to tan 


the damage — they are doing to our 


happen "if we have frequent bilateral | 
discussions, more contact, more dia-! 
logue in depth, in dimension, dialogue | 
all the way." 

Asked whether he was disappointed 


“There is no use getting heated up all 
the time. Indians say we are harden- 
ing. we say they are hardening. We 
have to resolve our problems." 
Asked about recognition of Bangla- 
desh by Pakistan, Mr. Bhutto said, "I 
have said quite clearly that» we can- 
not take a decision ol this funda- 
mental and primary importance when 
election campaigns are taking place m 
that country. This is not unreasonable. 
After al we are in January, end of 
January in fact. There is not much 
time left for March elections. It is no 
use anticipating that Mujibur Rahman 
will win. We can wait for the results. 
It is only a month away." ya 
Mr. Bhutto said that Pakistan whole- 
heartedly supported Mrs. Bandara- 
naike’s Indian peace zone proposal, 
“I believe that there should be peace 
not only in the sub-continent, on the 
territorial part of it but also in the! 
Indian Ocean. If there is peace in the} 
sub-continent and the Indian Ocean 
becomes the cockpit of international | 


ISSUE | 


| 
| 
| 
these things are happening and realise | 
| 
I 
} 
| 
| 


the leaders of the outlawed Plebis 


| participate in the coming Sta 
The delegation was sent by the 


cussions have concluded, 


Shah, Sheikh meet 


The Plebiscite Front delegation 
| comprises its Secretary, Mr Sad- 


was arrested near Kathua and the 
tiza in the Valley. Mr Shah 
|| had a meeting with Sheikh Abdul- 
|! lah, who is likely to make up his 


ıb the Political Conference favour 


hand, has yet to make up its mind. 

¡ Mr Beg said today that he could 
¡decide only for the Front and could 
not explain the conduct of others. 


He also clarified that the activi- 
ties of the Front were suspended 


were sealed by the police. Neither 
the Working Committee nor the 
General Council had met since. He 
had only. asked his colleagues to get 
him the reaction of the party wor- 
kers to the idea of the Front's par- | 
ticipation in the election. He would | 
new discuss the matter with them, | 


te A 


"com Å government spokesman reite- 
state: fated the government's determi- 
Syed nation to ensure that the peaceful 
said: atmosphere in the state was not 
to € disturbed b i 

disturbe y anyone, He said 


threz y. > A woes 
of tp (hat anti-national activities of 


lived lO secure support for bringing tọ- 
TT. gether bversiv "me c 

ether subversive elements known 

a [to have been working in the state | 

with foreign 


| Officials of the Home Department of | 


the activities of the Begum have for | 
a some time been and “continue to be"! 

Prejudicial to the security of the state. | 
Aves The Begum has been living with hei 
to y | husband in New Delhi for the past | 
expl | few weeks. | 


Mr. Dogra, who has been represent- with the aftermath of Simla accord, | ` 
. ` r A ali sink >| | the day the ban on it was imposed jeleci! UNI adds: ; er states tha | 
ing this constituency since 1951, Mr. Bhutto said that he was not. by ther Government All the Maes Be| Begum will noi jode di es hal the 


s ; from | 
SUPP|any point in India or from outside. 


Shani [t also says that no ground will be 


d | ir dio: 
EE indicated to her as that would be 
against the public interest. : 
Sheikh Abdullah, and Mirza Afzal 
Baig and Mr. Ghulam Mohammed 
> Shah, two office bearers of the our- 
lawed Plebiscite Front, were externed 
Lom 


% 


i 


2.028 votes. | national interests and the interests of | ¡participation in the election. In (n the Jammu and Kashmir state this | ; 
Mr. Mohammed Shafi (Ind) hasi peace in the whole region, we should REN DUANE Warn carrying, with| s IBADA | 

been elected f > Uri consü-|sidetrack or desist from being caugm m a ist of candidates, indepen- | ext € order, issued under the Jammu | 

M esed irom aus t Xl Or harpopded into them." k | gents and others, whom he would | Ab. and Kashmir Public Security A ; 

tuency. He defeated his Congress) OF harpoone ME | like to fieid with the Sheikh's ap- | soo the state gov S MEAT IMS YS 

opponent by 4,627 votes. He contended that this could not |;proval. The Front, on the other |tolc(Á € govemment js satisfied that 


HE state government today banned entry of Begum Sheikh 
Mohammed Abdullah into Jammu and Kashmir for six 


ES 


Stead the state Jana Sangh Presi- 
31 dent; Mr. Baldev Singh, by 4,333 votes. 
1 The Deputy Speaker, Mr. Beli Ram 
| (Cong) was elected from the Now- 
d shera constituency in Rajouri district. 
| The Congress retains the seat. 
ay Mr. Ghulam Mohammad, Chief 
E Whip of the Congress Legislature 
a Party, has been elected from ` the 
¡| Poonch constituency. 
] Mrs. Zainub Begum (Cong) was 
B| elected by only 72 votes against her 
EE nearest Jamat-i-Islami rival, Mr. 
* | Mohamad Farooq, from the Amira- 
| kadal constituency. The seat was hel 
by her brother, Mr, G. M. Sadiq. 
| The Jana Sangh retained its Jammu 
E North seat when the party Vicc-Presi- 
S dent, Mr. Abdul Rehman, was electec 
| defeating his nearest rival, Mr. Nilam 
l ber Dev Sharma (Cong) 
| Mr. Abdul Rashid (Cong) retainet 
| his Darhal seat in Rajouri district b 
| defeating his nearest rival by ove 
: 9.000 votes. 
| The Jamat-i-Islami secured its firs os E EEA 
|two seats in the Kashmir Valley b'interest, I would say that the sub- | s uk E ; A m dts. ji 
| defeating the Congress nominees in th! continent itself could not escape from | ; : : x TAL B de 
| Sopore constituency in Baramulla dis those activities,” he added. : t 
| trict, and in Nandi in Ananinaí Mr Michael had interviewed the 
Isic Prime Ministers of India and Bangla- 
| - desh during his last year's trip to the 
| Indian sub-continent.—PTI. 
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SRINAGAR, September 2. 


HEIKH ABDULLAH id here 
today that he had entered the 
all-India political arena not to seek 
any office or favourebut to serve Mus- 
lims, Harijans sand other downtrodden 
sections of society and also help Kash- 
mins achieve a "place of honour for 
themselves," : 
© Hé was addressing a session of the 
lebiscite Front convened specially to 


situation in the country as a whole and 
the state in particular. ; 4 
Giving the reasons for his entry into 


dos 


: xd demand," 


E 


“The Times of India” News Service” — ^ 


discuss the political and economic 


allIndia politics, Sheikh Abdullah ex- | 
plained that his motives were the same 
as those in the pre-independence days 
He, for one, had been against parti- 
tion of the country. He still believed | 
that the sub-continent could never make | 
progress unless it followed the path of | 
tecularism | 
The Sheikh said he had never accepi- [| 
ed partition and he still dream of one 
Mindustan. "Let me remain in this | 
dream world. What harm do I causo || 
you even if the dream does not come ji 


He regretted that after partition he |! 
had not been given an opportunity to |. 
| work on the all-India level. He spent 
|the first five years after independence 
lon putting the state in order, From 
| 1953 he was in jail for 16 years for 
| "no fault of mine.” For the last iew 
| years, Muslim leaders in the country | 
| had been urging him to lead them os 
they were despondent and confused 
| He felt that he should not sit still 


under the present circumstances but 


|should devote his encrgies ta prevent- 
¡ing what he called “a third. division 
lof the sub-continent.” 


| 


| Sheikh Abdullah said that Mushms | 


¡In the country should first unite and 
Í Introduce reforms in their political and |; 


true?" b 


Í social life. They should abandon the |) 


4 “politics of votes” because it led tol; 


| sommunalism. There were lakhs of 


rupee lying with Muslim ‘Auqafs’ (re- 
ligious trusts) which could be used 
more purposefully for educating the 
Muslim youth to enable them to cont- 
| pete in examinations for all-India and 
| other services. 


me KASHMIR ISSUE 


| Me pointed that both Muslim and 
| Hindu communalists appeared to be 
lunnerved by his entry into all-India 
| politics. "I am going to stick to my 
| decision; let them burn in the fire o! 
| jealousy," he added amid applause. 
|^ Reterring to criticism that he nad 
| “given up" the Kashmir issue, Sheikh 
! Abdullah told the session that by tak- 
jing their case to the people of tae 
| country as a whole. he was actually 
Í strengthening it. Their quarrel was 
L4 with the Central government and not 
| with the people. “If you remain unii 
¡ed and gain the support of the people 
M of the entire country, the government 
| will one day have to accede to youl 
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by J. B. Kripalani 


DEMOCRATIC Gov 
chosen by the people to 
the aifairs of the coi 
reasonable efficiency and 
the policy give 
fon mani 
overnmet 
> period of 


"hments 


pleds 


doe 
perpeti 
vernment is unthin- 
| democracy 


for 
remain 


rnments, democra 
moved irom ofice, 
prescribed period, if 


Le 


E 


their 


fore 


public so desire? I think no 
democracy can deny tha 
io remove a 


people 


their opinion, 


ge any of the 
two functions mentioned above, lor 
i carry [ which governmenis 
jare institute democracy. It ls 


Quite possible for the people to feel 
{that the Government -chosen by 
them, under certain clrcumstances, 
lif it is nab removed even before its 
prescribed time, w incalcula- 
¡ble harm to th terests of 
the nation. That Governments 
¡once = choset 1 be dislodged 
¡from poy fore the e y of the 
Iprescribed time, is a doctrine which 
lis not only dangerous but also un- 
democratic, Democracy posits tha 
ithe people are sovereign. For a 
jlimited period of and for 
¡particular purposes, the allow 2 
|proup or pe ) manage their 
affairs. The people's ultimate 


abrogated by 
transfer of their 
whom they trust. It 
y or inevitable that 
n should last through- 
scribed in the 
question that 


|vereignty is 
| temporaty 

|rity, to thos 
lis not net 
i trust once give 
jout the period, 1 
¡constitution. The only 


autio- 


|rises or should be raised is not 
labout the right of the people to 
yecall their representatives, but of 


jthe fact that they have actually lost 


the trust of those who pub them 
lin power by their vote. 
| 

Let us now take concrete eXan- 


jples of what happened in Gujarat 
land what is happening in Bihar. Jn 
|Gujarat, the Congress Government, 
[under Chimanbhai Patel, had 19st 
|ine confidence of the people, In tne 
| view of those who agitated against 
ithe continuance of that Govern- 
ment, it had failed to perform any 
lof the two functions for which Gove 
| ernments are instituted. 


For the presenb argument, 
functlons of the Government, that 
oi “giving the people an efficient 
administration, What would be the 
best evidence of the fact that & 
government is performing this func- 
tion efficiently? It is not only the 
Prime Minister or the Chief Ministe: 
who carries on the work of the 
Government. It is carried on by the 
executive of the legislature party 
in power, that is by the Cabinet, 
‘Phe Cabinet has joint responsibility. 
It can be discharged efficiently only 
when the members of the Cabinet 
lare united. He would be a bold 
man who would assert that there 
{was unity in the Congress Cabinet 
jin Gujarat! It was. a house divided 
¡against itself, Its members were 
lmore concerned with power-politics 
jin the party than with administra- 
iion. When this happens, it cannot 
¡be said that the Government is 
| being carried on with due efficiency. 


It is this that made the Central 
| Government to ask the Gujarat Gov- 
| ernment to resign and impose Pre- 
| sident's rule, President's rule in & 


Ti State is not imposed when its Goy- 


| ernment is iunetioning properly, 


ii that is, it is carrying on the work 


ay 
i 


of adminisiration, with reasonable 
efficiency. How did the Central 
Government know that administra- 


2j tion in Gujarat was not being carri- 
7j ed on with reusonable efficiency? It 


was only through a public agitation 
Uat it became aware of it. ,Selt- 
ARS nae 255 A Boss 
ri 4 A) YA 


1 
ži 


ocra 
egislatu 


shall confine ourselves to one of the jo moja up Appvd Jo e 


C 


IMA 


ar, GW. 


prakash, is leading a campaign agad 
inst the continuance of the  Con- 
Government. He and those 
working with him believe that the 
Congn Government in Bihar 1s 
hot carrying on the work of gene- 
ral administration efficiently - or 


SET 


satisfactorily. Here too, as in Guj- 


grat 
It w 


the 


Jabinet was mot united, 
s divided against itself, Apart 
from the disunity in the Cabinet, 
the members of the ruling party 
in the legislature were divided among 
themselves. This was clear when 
a big deputation of the legislators 
came to Delhi to plead for the re- 
moval of the Chief Minister. They 
were induced or cajoled by the 
Centro] authority to go back and 
'k in unity. They were also told 
t the Congress was f: egrave 
difficulties on account of the gene- 
ral economic situation in the coun- 
try. It was their, duty to remain 
united at such a critical time, More- 
over, they must fight the agitation 
that was being carried on by oppo- 
sition groups and parties against} 
the Congress Government! However,| 
this artificial unity in the party,| 
imposed from above, cannot bring 


cr 


about efficiency in the Government.) 
' ima fight is one thing; unity! 


‘ving on the difficult 
of ministration is quite a diff-| 
erent thing. Moreover, Jayaprakash 
und his co-workers presented a 
monster petition, said to have been 
sigi y one crore of voters in 
Bihar, to the Governor, asking for 
the dismissal of the Ministry and 
ihe holding of fresh elections, 


Anyway, it is generally belleved that 


Bu 


-PETURNING to Munich from 

the Alpine resort area of Gat- 
| misch-Partenkirchen by a slow 
|scenic route one of the picturesque 
spots we passed was the lake and 
‘village ‘of Kochel. My companion, 
a leacher with strong socialist 
views, pointed to a big private lake- 
side estate that had left a gap in 
a public promenade being built' on 
the waterfront. 

But the gap would not remain 
much longer, he assured me. The 
mayor had taken the: owner, a 
multimillionaire named Baron Von 
Fink, to court for réfusing to sell 
the Inkeside strip to the village at 
a reasonable price and, after a long 
legal tussle, the verdict had gone 
against “the baron. 

This was his second defeat. Ear- 
lier, some students had broken part 
of a fence around-a moorland Jake 
which came within his property 
and picnicked beside it. "| hey were: 
charged with trespasting and des- 
truction of property. The highest 
court had allowed minor damage 
against the students for breaking 
some posis but at.the same time 
ordered that the entire fence be 
taken down so as to allow the 
public to enjoy the scene, 

This was the interpretation placed 


Bihar has for o long time been) : 
governed, to say the least, indif- fi by, the court, on: Article 14 of the 
erently- | basic law (constitution) of the 
3 | Felleral Republic which while 
When I talk of Gujarat end) „guaranteeing the right to” property 
Bihar, I am not referring to the} Mates: "Property imposes , duties. 
rampant corruption both in tho) - [ts use should also serve the public 
political and administrativo fields,) | weal.” ? : 


the ever-rising prices and unemploy-| 
ment, These evils are not peculiar; 
to Gujarat and Bihar. They are) 
common to all the States. But in| 
the rest of the States governed by 


As a result of this approach to 
property, it has become illegal for 
large landowners to deny the pub- 
lic access to their property except 
for the area immediately surround- 


the Congress people have not star- 
ted an agitation for tlie removal of| 
the Governments, 


Take it from another point of 
view. Are not the Prime Minister; 
and the Chlef Ministers constitu- 
tionally entitled to demand the dis- 
solution of the legislatures when 
they feel they do not back them 
or when they want a fresh mandate | 
from the electorate to carry out! 
their policlés more effectively or to 


introduce what they consider new, 
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ing the house itself. Trekkers can 
pass freely through — priva&ly- 
owned forests or .ficlds provided, 
of. course, they do no damage—a 
big advantage in such a beautifully 
landscaped country. This also. ex- 
plained the absence of. the barbed 
wire fences and no trespassing signs 
so familiar in so many other coun- 
tries. ^ 


EXCURSION 


That excursion took place just 
over a month ago when a Bill to 
A legalise abortion was being hotly 
debated in the Bundestag {Lower 
| House of Parliament). It was passed 
lin spite of the all-out campaign 
waged against it by the Catholic 
church, which is still very rich in 
¡West Germany. It owns a great 
deal of property and receives a 
cess Jevied on its behalf by the 
avernment on all tax-payers who 
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By AJIT BHATTACHARJEA 


25 years They could well “be 
adopted; with necessary adjust- 
ments, by this country to its benefit. 
One concerns general electión pro- 
cedure; the other the procedure 
for voting a government out of 
office and choosing a new one. 
Basically the West German sys- 
tem combines the British pattern 
of electing the candidate getting 
the highest number of votes ‘in a 
constituency with proportional re- 
presentation in which the emphasis 
in on ' giving parties - representa- 
tion in the legislature in pro- 
portion, to the votes they secure. 
This the Indian pattern. (modelled 
on'the British) obviously fails to 
do. In the 1971 parliamentary elec- 
tion, for instance, the percentage 
of the vote secured by the SSP 
went down by half, but its repre- 
sentation in the Lok Sabha fell 
from 23 to 3, ; ; 
Sometimes ‘the discrepancy can 
be even more glaring. In the 1969 
mid-term poll to the West Bengal 
assembly, the Congress improved 
its voting percentage marginally 
compared to its performance in 
1967; the’ number of seats it won 
however fell from 127 to 55. 


INSTABILITY 


But undiluted proportional re- 
presentation,is likely to encourage 
a multiplicity of parties and thus 
promote instability and ideological 
extremism—as the ill-fated Weimar 
experiment showed. lt can prove 
ruinous in a poor ‘country like 
India which needs strong and stable 
governments. 

The West German system is a 
compromise. Each voter can cast 
"two .voles—one for the- candidate 
of his choice in his constituency, 
the other for a general l?st of can- 
didates put up by each of the 
major parties. One set of votes 
elects individual candidates accord- 
ing to the British pattern; the other 
set determines how many candidates 
in the rival lists are returned in 
proportion lo the party vote. 

Half the seats in the Bundestag 
(Lower House of- Parliament) ute 
filled by candidates elected directly 
and the other half from the party 
lists. Thus it repreSents the poli- 
fical views of the electorate more 
fairly than if it was elected entirely 
on the British model, while main- 
taining the direct link between 
some members and their constitu- 
encies which the British modei pro- 
vides. It also does away with by- 
elections. Vacancies are filled from 
the lisi. — - 

The splintering effect of propor- 
i is minimised 
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Can It Be Adapted To India’ 
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able adjustments like lowering the | 
percentage can be made to suit this |i 
country’s needs. 


In the Indian context, the list} 
system would have some very ob- 
vious “benefits. The appeal to caste [ 
and religion, becatise of which each 


election has’ strengthened these | 
divisive sentiments, will diminish. 
Parties will not have to keep the 


caste profile of cach constituency 
in mind when selecting candidates 
because they will not represent. ift- 
dividual constituencies. They will 
also be able to put up candidates 
who may be an asset to a parlia- 


ment or a ministry but are not 
suited to. the unscrupulous > in- 
fighting involved in the- current 


style of elections. 

.In view of these special pro- 
blems there is indeed a good case 
for elections to the Lok Sabha to 
bs conducied entirely aecording to | 
the list system. The House would 
then reflect party strength mor 
accurately. 1n any event, the ia 
rage size of a Lok Sabha constitu- 
ency is far too big to permit more | 
than a megginal contact between a | 
member and his constituents. The 
“advantages of direct — British-style 
elections, are more apparent in the 


|smaller state assembly constitu- 
encies, in which the combined 
method used for elections to the 


JjuEjEMS npe pwer 


Bundestag could be adopted to ad- 
vantage. ; 3 

Unlike in ‘India. the role of 
money is limited in West German ` 
elections by a provision in the 
basic law requiring parties to 
"publicly accgunt for the sources 
of their funds.” Parties are, also 
reimbursed by the government for 
election expenditure in proportion 
to the votes they secure, This makes; 
it possible for a party to succeed | 
without obliging itself e private: 
financiers. Similar. measures would: 
go a long way to revive popular 
respect for our election — proce- | 
dures. ” : i 


INTERVAL 


Another provision of the basic 
law bridges'the interval between 
voting down a government and) 
eiecting a new one. It siates: “The, 
Bundestag can express its lack ofi 
confidence in the . Federal 
cellor only by electing a successor > 
with the majority of its members 
and by requesting the Federal: 
President to dismiss the Federal: 
Chancellor. The Federal President | 
must comply with the request and 
apnoint the person elected." 

This eliminates the possibility 
of wooing. or threatening. members | 
to alter their support during the 


Auparcitical nerind hetween the defeat} 
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SRINAGAR, October 14. 


HE Advocate-General, Mr. Amar 

Nath Raina, told the Legislative 
Assembly today that the Bill moved 
in the House a few days ago to con- 
fer proprietary rights on displaced 
persons from Pakistan-occupied Kash- 
mir in respect of evacuce land allot- 


DPs not money 
erts view 
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“The Timen g india” 
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ted to them in the Valley was nota | 


Do l| according to the pro- 
Visions of the State Constitution. 


ed 


Some members had earlier contend- 


that the Bill was a money Bill 


and as such it should have been in- || 


troduced first in the 
not in the Council. 


The Speaker, Mr. 


Assembly and 


Shamsuddin, rc- 


Served his ruling after listening to the | 


hour-long Statement by Mr. Raina, 
who cited numerous authorities in sup- 
port of his contention, 


Mr, Raina said that Section 77 ot 
the State constitution clearly 


laid | 


to votalo Germ 


“The Times of India” News Service 


SRINAGAR, October 13. 
HE Speaker, Mr. Shamsuddin, to- 
day told the Legislative Assembly 
that he would like to hear the views 
of the Advocate-General before giving 
a ruling on points of orders raised by 
some members that the Bill moved 


WA 


by the Government to permanently 
settle displaced persons from Pakistan- 
occupied Kashmir on evacuce land in 
the Valley was a money Bill, 


Even after the Chief Minister, Mr. 
G. M. Sadiq, and the Law Minister, | 
Mr. G, L. Dogra, explained at length | 
that it was not a money Bill the | 

| Speaker was not satisfied. He said he | 
|would ask the Advocate-General to 


throw light on the matter. 


d down the provisions under which a| 
| Bill could be deemed to be a money 


& 


a 


| Bill. None of the provisions men- 

» tioned 

| question. The constitution distin- 
guished between a money Bill and a 
financial Bill. Unlike a money Bill, 

¿A financial Bill need not be moved 
n the Lower House first. 


Mr. Raina argued that neither the | 


-| preamble of the Bill nor the state- 


jment of its objects and reasons, nor 
‘its financial memorandum, showed 


Jhow and when the Government would 


jpay compensation when 


it acquired 
land. 


The Bill, as framed, only pro 


x vided for acquisition of land. 


Speaker: Can the Government 
¡acquire land without paying compen- 
saton? 

A-G: 


| l have not come prepared 
¿to answer this question, but obviously 


jt cannot. 


o Speaker: 
Bill to be a money Bill, how can I 


Supposing I hold the 


emove it from the Assembly 
ceedings? 

I cannot say anything off- 
hand. The reference made to me was 


pro- 


or not. 
» 


Speaker: So I remain in half 


Earlier speaking on an: amendment 


E and half darkness! 


extension of t 
‘iventive Detention 


moved in respect of a Bill secking 
the Pre- 
Act, Mr. Ghulam 
Rasool Kar (C) read out extracts 
from an Urdu daily published from 


the term of 


> the Valley and two pamphlets — one 


dez M 


|published in Srinagar and the other 
Bg — A á Na 
in Karachi—and said that these pub- 
llications were exhorting Kashmiri 
youth to organise themselves on the 
pattern of Al Fateh guerillas and 


— jNaxalites for “liberation of Kashmir.” 


igi? 


The pamphlets were openly critical 


Jof Kashmir leaders like Sheikh Ab- 


> idullah, Mirza Afzal Beg, Bakshi Ghu 


CRUS 
T 


lam Mohammed 


and Mr, G. M. 
diq. Such propaganda was intended 
o destroy democracy in Kashmir and 
sher in anarchy. 


“He supported the use of the Pre- 
-ventive Detention Act to curb anti- 
ational activities. 


| Referring to the recent _ student 
trouble Tg the Valley, Mr. Kar said 
that while the liberalisation policy of 
he Government had resulted in cer- 
ain gains, it had done some harm 


also. 


was applicable to the Bill in || 


ithe last 22 years. 
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Mr. Sadiq regretted that many mis 
understandings had been created about 
the motive for introducing the Bill 
which had only a limited purpose 
The displaced persons had been ulling 
the evacuce land allotted to them for | 
They were de facto | 
jowners of the land. They however, 

could not get loans from banks for } 
¡developing the allotted land. Tof 
jobviate this difficulty, the Government | 

wanted to confer proprietary rights | 
on them. Even after the land was 
transferred in their names, they could | 
fnot sell it. The purpose of the Bill 
was not to acquire any other evacuee 
property. 


PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION 
The objections raised by some per- | 


sons were indeed strange, the Chief | | 


Minister stated. The evacuees had 
{not got a single paisa as compensation | 
[for the last 22 years. The Govern- p 

ment wanted to pay them compensa- | 

¡tion and deposit it in their names. 
{They could claim it whenever they 
came back to the valley, Mr. Sadiq 


added. 


Earlier Mr. Dogra reiterated that it i 


was only an 'enabling' Bill which pro- 


‘vided for acquisition of the evacuee | 
land. At the time of paying com- 
| pensation, a fresh Bill would be in-| 
troduced. | 


Secondly, even if it was conceded | 
that it was a money Bill, the Assem- | 
bly could not throw it away just be- | 
cause it was first introduced in the | 
Upper House. His third plea was 
|that the Governor's recommendation | 


¡did not necessarily make it a money | 


Bill. 


PUBLIC SECURITY 


Later speaking on a Bill moved by 
him to amend the Jammu and Kash- 
mir Public Security Act, the Emer- 
gency Provisions (Continuance) Ordi- 


| nance, and the Jammu and Kashmir 


| Preventive 


Detention Act, 1964, Mr. 


| Sadiq said that the enactment of the 


preventive law had been necessitated 


| by the circumstances created by the 
| Pakistani and Chinese aggression. 


The Government, Mr. Sadiq said, 


| did not intend to curb the freedom 


of the people of the State, but, he 


aed pointed out, it would be totally “un- 


realistic on our part to shut our eyes 
to the existing dangers and to enact 
necessary laws which would help us 
maintain peace and protect the secur- 
ity of the State.” Not a month passed 
by when Pakistan: saboteurs did not 
indulge in sabotage and plant bombs 
smuggled from Pakistan to create dis- 
order in the State. 


The House later passed the move 


| to consider the Bill. ? 
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ALLIANCE 


The monsoon session of the Lok Sabha 

Y | proniises to be significant for the further 
| developments attending the proposed triple 
Alliance among the Congress (O), the Swa- 

Í tanıra Party and the Jan Sangh. The idea 
| has been subject to such varied interpreta- 
A tions that its very rationale is in danger of 
erosion. With the commencement of the Lok 
Sabha session its pros and cons are being 
| weighed more realistically. The Gujarat PCC 
f (O) has strong reservations though it has 
not entirely shut the door on co-operation. 
|The Mysore Chief Minister is more caution- 
ary than critical. Mr Nijalingappa has indi- 
cated his party’s preparedness “to make de- 

44 partures” from the AICC’s 10-point pro~- 
gramme to accommodate the other parties. 
Mr Vajpayee has also declared that there will 
have to be give and take on the part of the 
three parties to the combination. In other 
words, the implications of coalition politics 

| are beginning to be understood and the line 
lis being drawn between principles and 
policies. Political parties tend to gather about 

= themselves many myths and fantasies which 
figo by many high-sounding appellations. 
| Some of these political angularities will have 
T1 to go if there is to PS agreement, which can 
E still be principle&@9 
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fee 
possible on surrender terms. Even the various, 
leftist united fronts and SVDs have been» 
forged on the basis of minimum  program- ih 
mes that have entailed mutual give and take. ^ 
The Alliance is initially being limited to | 
parliamentary co-operation, hopefully under" 
a common leader and with a minimum par- 1 
liamentary programme, There is no doubtu 
that much still separates the three and their! 
opponents will naturally exploit the points? 
of difference to expose the divided rear of \ 
the united front. But the ruling party andir 
its supporters are equally vulnerable to sucht 
tactics. Nor do such differences detract from“ 
the value of the proposed functional unity. p 
As a political experiment it will be worth“ 
watching and it will have repercussions in| 
the States. The other parties, too, may re- 
group themselves into more meaningful en- |: 
tities. The PSP and SSP may yet come to- 
gether. Above all, there is strength and self- > 
confidence in numbers. A bloc of 130 or so” 
MPs is likely to be a more responsible and: 
forceful Opposition than its individual cons-. 
tituents. The fragmentation of the Indian’ 
polity over the past year has tended to make! 
splinter parties the political order of the day... 
A reverse frends seems to be in the offing | n 


early legend 
: M pes wang has Te- 
rorded, Bi Wee was introduced 
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menks Sand: mung had ral Penn 
to slacken by this time. The cons 


inbation made by ‘Kestemic to Bud- 


dhist tradition during the heyday 
of the faith seus substantial and 
the work reviewed attempts a Stitt 
mary of “it in? varoe fields Hke 
philosophy. act and Literature. — 


The panorama is rich, but if is 
seen throogh a glass darkly, in fact 
very darkly, Dincritical marks are 
even initially a diabolical device 
[or the Yayman and the confusion 
becomes great when they are in- 
accurately used. Punctuation, spell 
ing and even grammar are erratic. 
The “accounts of Surasvativada and 
other philosophical schools are nót 


iliuminatimg beeanse ‘the ‘deeper: 


meaning of the diterentdal concepts 
is not clarified. * : 
But the book is still useful, for 


it is well refécenced aude the Out- 


lines given by: the author are help- . 


ful for further exploration. This 
would be indispensable in the case 
of architecture because undigested 
talk of Dorie and Roman orders 
and paucity of illustrations have 
jed to practically no  comniiniea- 
tion. But the account of sculpture 
is better. Very Tasciniting is the 
deep relief panel (rom Pandrethan 
on the birth of the Buddha. A de- 
lightful indigenisation is seen in the 
representation of Mayadevi wearing 
the Dojaru. which cor. sponds to 
the Mangalya Sutra of Hindu mar- 
ried women elsewhere in India, but 
is worn over the ear in Kashmir. 
In some way influenced by Pala 
sculpture, the relief has also strong 
affinities with the murals in ihe 
Buddhist caves of Kucha int Eastern 
Yurkestan, . 

This leads to the really strong 
point of the whole book — the 
account of the role played by Kash- 
miris in the transmission of Bad- 
dhist traditions to far lands. We 
ger acquainted with the great Ku- 
marajiva of the fifth century who 
became practically the founder of 
Mahayana in China,, Gunavarman 
of royal blood who worked in Cey- 
Jon and Java god finally settled 
down in Nanking, Vairochana who 
went (o Khotan, and many others. 


KRISUNA CHAITANYA 


(JONSIDER a field of study a) 


vague and nchulous ns soci 


into insuperable difficulties, — the 
major ones ingluding the fack of 
any cohesive conceptual frame- 
work, empirical studies that age 
before they are ready and © the 


coterminous , Cxistenes obs us 

levels of civilization- = eads 

ip the corresponding absence E 
he 


‘any direction © in which to wic 
“change. The total result of 


these 
impediments on Professor Kuppu- 
swamy i strove enough to produce 


one of the most disjointed’ and- 


prosaic books om social change in 
India. ' L , 

Has there been any social 
change in fodi? — Kuppuswamv 
answers yes, but that obvious 
answer docs not save his book. At 
the ouset, evaluatively, his book 
is hardly as original as that of 
M. N. Srinivas, though the litter 
was badly mauled for his two 
major concepts of  westetnization 
and Sanskritization. — Kuppuswamv. 
on the other hand, has attempted 
a painstaking compilation of aii 
the research done thus far on so- 
cial change and its numerous fac- 


lors. so that the end result is a. 


faithful and honourable mention 


| of all theories and the slighting of 


none. 


The book. published this year, 
has cleverly managed to avoid the 


later statistics, empirical studies, 


and criticisms aired by social 
scentists on the subject so far. 
‘Conivoversy is alien to Kuppu- 
swamy. Srinivas is quoted on bis 
dual concepts. even though he has 
already — modified greatly bis 
earlier text to incorporate criticism. 


Probably this book was five years | 


in the press! 

At the very beginning Kuppu- 
swamy betrays bis inability ta pro- 
duce a distinct, conceptual Out- 
line to guide bis book. In the first 
chapter he analyses briefly, un- 
easily, various theories (all western) 
of social progress, philosophical 
eyes cl alia which will play no 


AS 


change. Attachy fi to a specific’ and : 
vast avca like India and you run — 


the more 


ferret out, 


quite ercditab 
sampling of 
opes, he is 


fial. 


D 
the time, like nation hs CONE, 
lion. the rational outlook in life. 
which ^ pass the borderline into fi 
attitudes, e qu ora M es e 

flo attempts to detail the factors 
of social change along six major 
dimensions: demography. technolo- 
gy, economy, culture, planning: and 
lesistation, Aside from the artificia- 
lity of such a division. the generali 
assesment is quite superficial, often 
axe and conclusions race ahead 
of the evidence, 1 

The final chapters, admitted? 
historical, are mere detailed chro-/ 
nological factus] renderings, Jogis- 
lation-ociented, of the allempist 
made to change sochti institutions) 
and affect values for better deve- 2 
lopment. They are also the most) 
boring part of the book, A 

It would be unfair, however, fo PL 
dismiss Kuppuswamys attempt tof 
undertake a massive survey of so- E 
cial change and — coneretize ifs 
understanding, Students will like? 
the book (which needs editing) but | 
will find ite price prohibitive. So- (7 
cial. chande and concrétise 184 
rather than embarrass Kuppu- 
swamy by criticising it. For, 
Kuppuswamy’s book on. soda 
psychology was hailed a few years 
ago as a valid and meritful addis" 
-tion to scholarly work in India on™ 
the subject. Abo, his thorough, = 
hard research into many docu. 
ments and books must be admitted, ES 

But this reviewer has the fect 
ing that Kuppuswamy still did noti 
have a clear notion of what hel 
wanted to say when he sat down 
lo write this book. oe ; 
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at the absence of the Gujarat 
Assembly will not affect tne validity 
of the EM E Aca 
get main basis of its opinion 

o election to the 620) which says that "an election 
i that “ t be held to il] a vacancy caused by the 
A E term expiration of the term of Orana ot 
| President shail be completed 
the expiration of the term." 

As the Court put it, “Article 62 
is the constitutional mandate and 
other provisions like Article 94 and 
65 subserve Article 62." From this 
view, the rest followed. The Courts 
concern was plainly expressed, ‘The 
“necessity for "ay ERU the : S 
id vs tion before the expiration of th 

The President TERR im M tes term is enjoined by the Constitution 
opinion, under view of the disso- in public and State Interest to see 
Rasa of tke Oui Assembly and thet the Meets ir tas coun- 

+ Uy is not paralyse y non- 
the E ae ih Au Meme compliance with the provision that 
en outside t “iis forthcoming there shall be a President of India" 
: ential election This view res- MCN Article 52 of ihe Constitu- 
ug y tion). 
Wn kaya gown that "une President pg 1 reper arguments, Doth aa 
shall be elected by the members y E 

9 electoral college consisting of College and the parity between the 
iy dh elected EAM of fon Union and the States, was rejected 
the NO din of Parlament: and (p) ‘telly. The Legislatures are not 
the elected members of the Legisla- “Wits” of the electoral college, 
tive Assemblies of the States.” The ‘None of the Legislatures mentioned 
non-existence of a Legislativo As- 10 Article 54 has for the purpose of 
sembly of a State, it was argued, tat Article any separate identity 
would render the ‘electoral college Yis-a-vis the electoral college," 
incomplete and, thus, vitiate the , The parity contemplated by Arti- 
poli x cle 65 E. not between each Siate 

True r 4a Separately as 2 Unit on the one 
the Gece Dior sone hand and Union on the other, but 
be called in question “on the ground between the States as a whole and 
Of the existence of any vacancy for the Union. 
whatever reason among the mem- The logical conclusion of this rea- 
bers of the electoral college electing Soning was set out in these expli- 

i" But this provision was inser- Cit terms, “Ifasa result of the dis- 
ted by the Constitution Eleventh Solution of a Legislative Assembly of 
Amendment in 1961 to provide for 1 State, there are no elected mem- 
the d of enses mentioned by the bers of the Legislativo Assembly of 
‘then Law Minister in the Lok Sabha 2 State, a State will noi have any 

on ü, 1961, namely, where Clected member of a State Legisla- 
Seats “cannot be filled up because tive Assembly to qualify for the 
Of climatic or other reasons," Electoral College." 
But such a conclusion, however 
UM A ge ed not ved a a ang AO as the law 
e scale of rep- a y the reme b, in- 
resentation of the different States deed, is, ty (tori Articles 141, 
inter se, but also “parity between cannot fail to pose problems lof its 
the ás a whole and the own. The near distranchisement of 
this be achleved a State in the Presldenti 
Was non-esse? — Something which both authorities 
these E ERR d as beter 
A + ft. and the Election Commission, ou 

the Lok to avoid as far as po vM 

vernment ín view of the fact 


Court itself recognised. the Constitu- 

Supreme Uon-makers visualised that “all 
MEET legislative bodies should be in ex!s- 
E x Presid tence at the time of the Presiden- 


and all elected mem- 


(Sto d avo. 


ing the, Eresident 


= VN 


bers of such ns should particl- 

ate in the poll. n. 
P The Court's view that “that 1s 
only an ideal" whose realisation 1s | 
“not practicable because of the 
dkely vacancies in the legislative 
bodies due to death, disqualification, 
resignation and the like” overlooks, eh 
with respect, the fact that the non- Y 
existence of an entire State legisla- ; 
ture simply cannot be compared to ] 4 / 
the kind of vacancies it mentions. 3 

Truth to tell the  Constitution-| | 
makers did not contemplate that the 
imposition of President's rule would! 
become so common an occurrence as; 
it has become. | 

The fear expressed in the Rajya! -— 
Sabha, on December 12, 1961, when ; 
the Eleventh Amendment was being 
debated that “assemblies may bedis- = 
solved on the eve of the election of 
the President” is not as unreal te- 
day as it seemed then, y " P 

The Supreme Court, however, re- - > 
frained “from expressing any opi-| e 
nion on the question which has been; ; 
posed during the arguments as to 
what would be the position if there a 
is mal» fide dissolution of a State) 

Legislative Assembly or Assemblies; 

or there is, after the dissolution of 

the Assembly or Assemblles a mala 
fide refusal to hold elections thereto ! x 

witbin a reasonable time before ihe! ; ) s Z^ 
Presidential election because such 2 : i^ > 
question does not arise in the pre- j : y 
Sent reference," The Court also re- hos ‘ 

frained "from expressing any opi-| = 
nion on the effect of the dissolution 

of a substantial number of Legisla- 
tive Assemblies before the Presiden.! 2 n 
tial election,” x ts 

These vital questions did noi find 
a place among those set out in the | 
President's reference to the Court. $ 
Mr N, A, Palkhivala’s remark that 
the questions which were not refer- 
red to the Supreme Court and which 
it, therefore, did not decide, were | 
far more important than the simple 
issue which it had decided reflects 
& widely-held view. 

The Court's opinion solves the 
immediate problem, but, while doing |. 
So, it imposes on the Government 
of India and on the Election Com- 
mission obligations they can ignore 
only to the deiriment of ihe demo- 
cratic process, On the former, to be | 
less partisan in the imposition of | : y, 
President's rule: and on the latter bs > X ` > dA Si 
to ensure that its credentials as an | ^ ^. > i UN iit fs A EM 
impartial body are accepted by pub- | yA : fa : 
lic opinion far more widely than | me j vC i. ] 
they have been in the recent years, Ry oi dti i RU 
especially in regard to fixing dates = 9 ` 
Tor elections. a ye 
ios ES y Y 
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“Investigation into the demographic charsecterdstios YA 

aa 

of the political decision makers has become e vital ses ween M 


of political studies and research. The sociological study ~ 


of the background provides an insight into the attitude 
influences which the elite class brings to bear on t 

———  áÀ ——— es AAA x 
decision-na'cing processes. Their socio-economic status can 


be determined with the help of variables like income jown and 


ancestral occupations. 


oes d 


Who these people are,will enable us to know how do they | 
take political decisions. What mileau they belong to, wili 
facilitate our knowledge about the myriad patterns of social 


pressures they face in policy formulation. 


State legislators in Jammu and Kashmir faa a distinct 
group by themselves, fairly 391 aie 


bias and orientation and coming of 8 lower-zm 


Lawyers constitute the numerous single group and wape mugs 


E 


child bearing. They have taken a plunge in Politics now an 


not look back 
———— AA ww 
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Investigation into the demographic characteristics of the 
political decision makers has assumed-great~important—and—has , 
therefore, itene be: fon 3 a vital segment of political studies 
and research. The sociological study of the background of^poltiticel 
elites, hrs an insight into the attitudes and xt influences 
which the elite class brings to bear on the decision-making 
processes. Thewsocio-economic status of\the-potiticat decision- 
malen can be determined with the help of variables like income, 7” 
otetipatben and oyen Skeie ancestral vecattena. o cewy ahos , 

Who these people are, will enable us to know how do they 
take political decisions. What meau they belong to, will 
facilitate our knowledge about the myriad patterns of social 
pressures they face in policy formulation: and—lesning e 


It was. berause of weithty| considerations such as these 


that a survey,/ spread over almost two years and covering two 


different indhiries constitutjng a single verse, was taken Upe 


Several variables, like political socializa ion processes, ecological 
origins, age/, education, ingome vacation (both own and a cestral) 
were taken hp for purpose gf the present analysis, which reveals 
certain significant trends. 

State legislators in Jammu and Kashmir from a distinct group 
by themselves, fairly EE educated with a positive rural bias and 
orientation and heses SR. ye a lower-middle class origin. 
Lawyers constitute the numerous single group and women no longer 
seem to contend with traditional values II E and 


child bearing. They have taken a plunge) and may not look back againe 
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M M 
CONSENSUS ON THE | ; 


PRESIDENT 


The Government has been pru- 
dent to accept Mr Madhu Limaye's 
plea and to refer the @estion ‘of 
whether it would be proper ‘to 
hold the Presidential election due 
on August 24 in view of the dis- 
solution of the Gujarat Assembly 
for an advisory opinion by the 
Supreme Court under the terms of 
Article 143 of the Gonstitution. 
Several legal experts are convinc- 
ed that the dissolution of one or 
other State legislature does not 
vitiate the electoral college that 
elects the President of India. 
While this may be so it is as well 
io seck an authoritative opinion 
so as to place this issue beyond 
challenge. In case the Supreme 
Court ‘hands down an adverse 
verdict then presumably three 
options would be open. One would 
be to introduce a constitutional 
amendment to cure the defect 
specified by the Supreme Court. 
'fhis, however, would be a highly 
undesirable course of action and 
should be avoided. The second 
uption would be to bring forward 
à constitutional amendment pro- 
viding for limited extension of the 
Presidential term by say SIX 
months in special circumstances 
uch as the sudden dissolution of 
ne or other State legislature or 

the Lok Sabha, this extension 
eing subject to certain proce- 
dures and safeguards. The third 
option would be to allow the Pre- 
sident’s term to lapse and for the 
Vice-President or other office in 
the line of succession to take over 
as acting-President till such time 
as it is. possible to conduct the 
Presidential poll. 


In this particular instance it 
may also be possible to get round 
the problem by holding a general 
election in Gujarat before August 
24, the date of the Presidential 
poll. The strength of the Gujarat 
Assembly has been increased by 
some 14 seats in the light of the 
latest census data and this in turn 
has necessitated a fresh delimita- 
tion of the constituencies. This 
task will be over in sufficient 
time to hold and complete a gene- 
ral election before August 24. Of 
course, other factors such as the 
hot weather and the onset ot 
heavy rains in Southern Gujarat 
can be pleaded as reasons for 
postponing the elections until ‘a 
more hospitable season. This can- 
not, however, be accepted as a 
compulsive factor since any sea- 
sonal disadvantage would be shar- 
ed equally by all parties and 
contestants. In any case life goes 
on throughout the year and as 
‘ong as physical movements are 
vssible there is no reason why 

ə political process should need- 

*..* be held in abeyance. This 1s 

{ot ‘other option, therefore, that 


do.*be seriously considered as: 


because Parliament cannot even after the ~~ 
amendment abrogate or authorise abroga- 
tion or the taking away of Fundamental 
Rights. After the amendment now, a law 
which has the effect of merely abridging 
a right while remaining within the limits 
laid down would not be liable to be struck 


down.” He said: 


“| have already held that Parliament 
has no power under Article 368 to abro- 
gate the Fundamental Rights but can 
amend or regulate or adjust them in its 
exercise of amending powers without 
T lying this to the 
right of property, Parlia- 
ment cannot empower Legislatures to fix: 
an arbitrary amount or illusory amount 
or an amount that virtually amounts to 


destroying them. A 


confiscation.” 
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the principle of indefinite regimes 
of Prasident's rule and the 1n- 
creasingly frivolous reasons foe 
sulting off elections and by-elec- 
Sion need to be  combated inf. Hegde and A. K. Mu- 
order to revive and strengthen jd that Parliament always 
the roots of democracy and to amend the Constitution 
restore vigour to the political [power was “a very wide 
ROGERS: t include “the power to 

Whatever the course adopted, Plate the basic elements 
this will only relate to the timing tal features of the Con- 
of the Presidential poll. At the 
present juncture the further ques- 
tion that must be asked therefore 
is the manner in which the poll 
should be conducted. ‘The coun- 
try faces its worst crisis since In- , 
dependence. The Government and 
opposition are snarling at one 
another in attitudes of confronta- 
tion and agitation that have only 
aggravated the economic and poli- 
tical crisis and postponed cons- 
tructive action through national 
collaboration on essential, priority: 
tasks. In the situation, should the 
Presidential poll become another 
bone of contention or could it not 
be made a point of reconciliation? 
It would be an act of statesman- 
ship for the Government to enter 
into consultation with the various' 
opposition parties and State lea- 
ders and see whether it is not. 
possible to arrive at a consensus 
on an agreed Presidential candi- 
date who might be a public figure 
of accepted integrity, experience 
and attainments. It is conceivable 
that a consensus eludes even sin- 
cere efforts to find one. Neverthe- 
less, the effort would be worth 
making and would in all probabi- 
lity succeed. 

Agreement on a national candi- 
date for the Presidency would un- 
doubtedly alter the political cli- 
mate and create a new basis for 
national co-operation and consen- 
sus on crucial policies andy. 
programmes. A similar approach stice Shelat and Grover 
might be adopted by the Govern- pent as valid, they point- 
ment in the nomination of the’ 
next round of Governors in the h Amendment does no 
vacancies to be filled over the un to clarify im express 
next year. Admittedly Governors| that which was implicit 
are not elected but are nominated. unamended Article 368, 
But the appointment of tired lit does not or cannot add 
party hacks to these offices and, pwer originally conferred. 
to a lesser extent, of trusted civil er. 
servants has created the feeling the power to amend can- 
that many Goyernors have become narrowly construed and 
political tools in the hands of the to all the Articles, it is 
ruling party at the Centre. This nited so as to include the 
again, therefore, has become a‘ abrogate or change the 
point of confrontation. And here of the Constitution or its 
again it should be possible tures. 
through consultation to discover the amending power in- 
agreed talent to fill these offices e power to amend Arti- 
without rancour or suspicion. The | q question not decided 
Prime Minister and the Govern- >lak Nath Case, the pow- 
ment would be throwing away yett so wide as to include 
another opportunity of positive er to abrogate or take 
Jeaderenip if they are unable to» fundamental freedoms. 
view the Presidential poll and the 1 
appointment of Governors in this poene v Acteal 


p and more constructive con he 24th Amendment as 
i sue H. R. Khanna, in a sepa- 
rate judgment, said; “No generation has 
a monopoly of wisdom, nor has it a right 
to place fetters on future generations to 
mould the machinery of governments." 

“If no provision were made for 
amendment of the Constitution, the people 
would have recourse to extra-constitu- 
tional methods like revolution to change 
the Constitution." 

Mr Justice K. K. Mathew held that 
*the only limitation is that the Constitu- 
tion cannot be repealed or abrogated in 
the exercise of the power of amendment 
without substituting a mechanism 
which the state is constituted and orga- 
nised, That limitation flows from the 
language of the Article itself." 


its” 


agan Mohan Reddy, ima 
t, ruled that Parliament 
amend Article 368 and 
also amend every Arti- 
stitution within certain 


. N. Ray pointed out that 
Mr Palkhivala, that un- 
amendment would con- 
1e Constitution, is right- 
he Attorney General and 
t amendment does not 
gation or wholesale re- 
ntution. 


y General and Mr Seer- 
rat am amendment would 
c mechanism” providing 
organisation and system 


titution cannot have a 
needs must wither," he 


phy which informs the 
s on concentration of 
of production as a so- 
such concentration, re- 
centration of political 
wer in the hands of a 
iduals, not only leads to 
but results in under- 
in the case of many,” 
lekar said. 
de to give effect to the 
les, it is in conformity 
andate of the Constitu- 
deemed to be constitu- 
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“Nothing in this article shall apply 
to any amendment of this Constitution | 
made under Article 368." And the fol- | 
lowing clauses were added in Article 


“(1) Notwithstanding anything in 
this Constitution, Parliament may, in 
exercise of its constituent power, 
amend by way of addition, variation or 
repeal any provision of this Constitu- 
tion in accordance with the procedure 
laid down in this article.” 


*(3) Nothing in Article 13 shall 
apply to any amendment made under 
this article.” 


T 
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;, 25th AMENDMENT 


t substituted 
' word “com- 
and further 
fate compul- 
y of an edu- 
thed and ad- 
y, the state 
runt payable 
ich as would 
the Funda- 
under Arti- 
l administer 
its choice. 


uns as fol- 


ig effect to 
's, Notwith- 
d in Article 
> the policy 
19 the prin- 
2) or clause 
deemed to 
at it is in- 
; away or 
onferred by 
ticle 31; and 
tration that 


May 6, 


^ it is for giving effect to such policy 
in 


shall be called. 
"on the grow 


question in amy court 
that it does not give 


effect to such policy: 
“Provided that where such law 1s 


made by the Legislature of a state, the 
provisions of this article shall not ap- 


ply thereto unless such law, 


having 


been reserved for the consideration of 


the President, 


received his assent. 


DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES 


Two of the Directive Principles of 
State Policy set out in Article 39 are 


as follow 


8: 


“The state shall, in particular, di- 
rect its policy towards securing 


(b) That the ownership and con- 


(c) 


trol of the material resources 
of the community are so Ti- 
buted as best to subserve the 
common good; s 
that the operation of the eco- 
nomic system does mot result 
in the concentration of wealth 
and, means of production to the 
common detriment.” 
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Do Not Tamper 


| With Our Rights 


7 by S. J. SORABJEE 


| HE heat and dust of controversy 
T over the recent Constitutional Amend- 
ments have blurred the real issue about 
the nature of the rights granted by 
our Constitution. It is of no moment whether 
you name these rights Natural Rights or 
Fundamental Rights. The crux of the mat- 
ter is that there are certain elementary 
rights which owe their existence to the very 
nature of man, These rights are an essential 
| part of an individual's personality and are 
> derived from the inherent dignity of man 
as a human being. They are innate and in- 
alienable because they are grounded jn the 
| very essence of man as a rational and morai 
| being. 


- 


zA If you see uo basic distinction in kind 
| between a human being and an animal, then 
all this talk about basic and inalienable 
rights is plain pother. Hitler & Co. were per- 
fectly consistent in working out the mater- 
ialistic premises of Nazism to the logical 
conclusion of the horrors of Belsen and 
Buchenwald. But if Man is something more 
than mere mass and molecules, and in the 
quintessence of dust of which he is made 
there is also a spiritual Spark, then no man 
may be deprived—without grave violence to 
his human dignity and personality —of these 
universal rights which attach to human be- 
ings as members of ihe human race, and 

NOT as special privileges of citizens of cer- 

tain states, 

These rights in their essential features 
| do not shift from generation to generation, 
| nor do they depend upon the rise and fall of 

theories and systems, They spring from the 
nature of things and, accordingly, are not 
subject to obliteration by majorities. “They 
depend on the outcome of no elections.” 
Pandit Nehru emphasised the same thought 
when he said in the Constituent Assembly: 
“A Fundamental Right should be looked 
upon, not from the point of view of any 
particular difficulty of the moment, but as 
something you want to make permanent in 
the Constitution.” 
With the exception of the rights to pro- 

perty, there is no disagreement in civilised 

| Societies about rights which can be charac- 

| terised as basic and inalienable, and which 

| are today regarded as embodying the mini- 

| mum standards and values acceptable to 

various people and political philosophies and x 

ethical codes of contemporary civilised 

world. These are: 

G) right to life and liberty and free- 
dom of the human person; 

(ii) right to equality and freedom from 
invidious discrimination of any 
sort; 

(iii) freedom of thought, religion and 
conscience; 

(iv) freedom of speech and expression. 

zx These rights are found in almost all 

> Constitutions, They designate the guarantees 
=i t every individual requires if he is to 
~ realise his essential Purpose and values. 
^ These basic rights are not theoretical 
| but rights which have been sanctified by the 


| 
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THE AUTHOR SOLI SORABJEE, a leading 
constitutional lawyer, appeared independ- 
ently for the Petitioners in the Fundament- 
al Rights case. 
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biood and toi of freedum-ioving people 
through centuries of struggle against 
tyranny and oppression. They are sacred 
because human personality is itself sac- 
red. It is heinous to smother them in the 
guise of the welfare of the people. It is not 
basic human rights but corrupt and ineffi- 
cient administration that hampers the peo- 
ple. It is not suggested that they are un- 
touchable or cannot be regulated. But, sure- 


ly, there is a vital distinction between ie- 


gulation and annihilation. 


It is a grave fallacy to think that these 
rights owe their origin to a written Consti- 
tution and are conferred by the state as a 
gift on the people. They are not the creature 
or consequence of constitutional provisions, 
but rather their cause. Written Constitutions 
cannot grant basic human rights which men 
possessed prior to any Constitution, 


The great ideals of freedom and equal- 
ity found their way into the lawbooks be- 
cause they were implanted in the hearts 
and souls of men before written Constitu- 
tions were thought of or enacted. They are 
intended to “put no bricks in the building 
but to be the bread of life of the Constitu- 
tion”. The object of incorporating them in 
a Constitution is to guarantee their effective 
exercise and to ensure that they sink deep 


into the soul of a nation and become its im- 
maculate axioms. 


No one can explain these rights to some- 
one who does noi believe that man is moral 
and rational, and human personality is in- 
valuable and inviolable. If he has not grasp- 
ed this essential truth, you cannot convince 
him that no individual, however humble, 
can be made to suffer the indignity of dis- 
crimination because of his race, religion or 
colour, or be turned into a serf in the service 
of the state, or be forcibly prevented from 
raising his voice in praise and worship of 
his Creator even if 
ities of the people so desire. 


_ After all, there is no democratic right 
in any majority of the People to destroy 
democracy itself. And what are popular 
majorities if not volatile aggregations that 
melt and reassemble, shift and change? 

If men do not understand 
of these rights is in the very 
they will not really underst 
ties nor learn to value them until they have 
let them be destroyed and have squandered 
their original birthright of freedom. 


that the origin 
nature of man, 
and their liber- 
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AERE Ss a 
E A full Bench of 13 Judges heard 


the country’s top lawyers for 69 
long days before pronouncing 
judgment on the most vital mat- 
ters concerning our Fundament- 
al Rights. The issues were whe- 
ther the 24th, 25th and 29th 
Amendments made by Parlia- 
ment were valid or not. The ma- 
jority judgment upheld the pow- 
er of Parliament to amend the 
Constitution, provided it did not 
alter its basic framework. 


by ASHOK H. ADVANI 


HIS was the longest case ever heard by 
the Supreme Court and the leading 
lawyers of India—Palkhivala, Niren De, 
Daphtary, Setalvad, Sinha, Seervai—all had 
their say. The legal fees alone have probably 
run into lakhs of rupees. 

What were the issues involved? Some 
people portrayed it as a struggle for supre- 
macy between the Supreme Court and Par- 
liament, between the Legislature and the 
Judiciary. They argued that 13 non-elected 
judges could thwart the will of the people. 
Others have seen it as the beginning of the 
a end of the democracy. 

Yet surprisingly enough, in spite of the 


| | utmost importance of the issues involved, 


both the 24th and 25th Amendments were 
| passed by Parliament during a time of ex- 
| treme crisis—during the tense days of 1971 
| and early 1972. At that time, there was bare- 
ly any public debate. 

The case arose out of a challenge to pro- 
| perty. Quite simply: Should the right to pro- 
| perty be a Fundamental Right? But larger 
issues were raised, If Parliament could do 
away with one Fundamental Right, could not 
the others also be abrogated? Under Arti- 


| 
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Constitution itself provides for reasonable 
restrictions placed on Fundamental Rights. 
But Parliament cannot, even by way of Con- 
ititutional Amendment, abrogate Funda- 
_nental Rights. 
| This view is strengthened by the use of 
word “amendment” in Article 368. 


T 
^ 

"m 
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2. 


“the 
Does it include the power to abrogate or to 
destroy the basic elements or the essential 
features and principles of the Constitution? 


Where the court has to consider the 
meaning of words, it has to see the context 
in which the words have been used. It has 
o consider the scheme of the Constitution 
a whole, the intention of the Constituent 
Assembly and the historical events which 
gave birth to the Constitution. The Constitu- 
ions of other countries have been born out 
of different circumstances, so it would not 
be of any use to consider the scope of the 
: amending powers in other Constitutions. 
; The cornerstone of our nation is the 
Constitution. It is the basis for national unity 
fand our secular democratic way of life. It 
is only when we understand what we mean 
by Fundamental Rights, and their vital im- 
portance, that the true meaning of the word 
*amendment" can be seen. 


itizens would have the basic human rights 
which could not be taken away by anybody. 


AT: 
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tle 368 of the Constitution, Parliament has 
the power to amend the Constitution, What 
is the extent of the amending power? This; 


& 


was the narrow question referred to the. 
Bench. F$ 


At one time, the Supreme Court it- | 


self had considered and conceded Parlia- |. 


ments powers to amend Fundamental | 


Rights, However, in the Golak Nath Case, |. 


the Supreme Court in effect reversed its | 


stand and, by the barest 6-5 majority, held ! 


that Parliament could not abrogate Funda- 
mental Rights. The present case therefore 
involved a reconsideration of the whole 
issue. 

The Petitioners, challenging the validity 
of the Amendments, argued that Parlia- 
ment's power is not boundless but is subject 
to limitations, and that the power to amend 
does not include the power to destroy. 

On the other side, it was argued that 
Parliament is supreme and that there are no 
limitations on Parliament's powers to amend 
the Constitution in any manner, 

It would, of course, be presumptuous 
even to try to summarise all the arguments. 
But the gist is given here. 

Mr Palkhivala's main arguments were 
concerned with the meaning of the word 
"Jaw" in Article 13(2) and the word 
"amendment" in Article 368, By the 24th 


Amendment, both Articles 13 and 368 were | 


amended so as to exclude Constitutional 
Amendments from the bar laid down by 
Article 13(2) against “any law which takes 
away or abridges" the Fundamental Rights 
laid down in Part III of the Constitution. 


The first question is whether the word 
“law” includes Constitutional Amendments 
or not, The Constitution is the bedrock on 
which the rule of law is based. All laws are 
made only within the legal framework of 
the Constitution, The Constitution is by law 
established, and it must follow that every 


| 
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tion gave every citizen Fundamental Rights 
which were not at the mercy of any major- 
ity. 

These Fundamental Rights are the basis 
of any democracy and they are repeated in 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
to which India is also a signatory. It would 
be no exaggeration to say that the unity and 
integrity of this democratic nation could 
only be built upon a basis of Fundamental 
Rights. 


The members of the Constituent As- 
sembly were fully aware of the hurdles that 
the new nation had to cross. Going through 
the debates of the Constituent Assembly, it 
is clear that the Fundamental Rights were 
intended to be put beyond the reach of any 
parliamentary majority. Every living Mem- 


ber of the Constituent Assembly confirms a 


that this was the intention. 


Although the Constituent Assembly TR : i 
drafted the Constitution, the Preamble re- D 
cites clearly that a free people gave to them- bo 


selves the Constitution. And in so doing they 
reserved the basic inalienable human rights 
io themselves. Parliament, the Executive 
and the Judiciary were only created by the 
Constitution and none could abrogate these 
rights. : 

The consequences of any other view of 
Fundamental Rights would be disastrous. 
The unity of the nation would be directly | 
at stake, Quite legally, certain citizens could | 
be deprived of their rights and different 
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classes of citizenship could be created with 
different rights. Overtly favourable treat- 
ment could be given to members of a parti- 
cuiar political party. Minorities could be 
deprived of their freedom of religion, ex- 
pression, thought; their personal liberty 
jcould also be taken away; and they could 
D be prevented from owning property. 


| In short, they could be reduced to sla- 
| very—legally. The South would be at the 
mercy of the North, the minorities at the 
¡mercy of the majority, secularism at the 
¡mercy of religious fanaticism, 


| 1 Of course, such possibilities may only 
i ; | exist in theory and these arguments could 
be dismissed by saying that it couid never 
| happen, But the correct test of the scope 
| of the power of amendment is, not how pro- 
| bable it is that the power would be exercis- 
ed, but what can possibly be done in exer- 
cise of that power, 


| 
| 
| Since ultimate sovereignty lies with the 
| 


d 
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people—who have given themselves the 
| Constitution—there are inherent and im- 
| plied limitations on Parliament's powers. 
|__| Parliament has been created by the Con- 
| stitution and Parliament cannot exercise its 
| ^ | power to destroy any essential features of 
the Constitution. Otherwise the Constitution 
would cease to be a controlled Constitution 
and all other institutions created by the 
Constitution would be at the mercy of Par- 
| liament, 


( 


Essential Features 


4 Broadiy speaking, the essential features 
Jof the Constitution would include sovereign- 
ty and integrity of the country; a republican 
and secular government; an independent 
judiciary; the guarantee of basic human 
|rights, a democratic way of life; and a bal- 
-|ance between the Legislature, the Executive 
land the Judiciary. 


os The essential features of the Constitu- 
tion cannot be destroyed by Parliament, It 
| may not be possible to specify exactly which 
ne ¡ amendments would be invalid by applying 
_ | this test of inherent or implied limitation; 
y À M but it is not necessary to do so, as each case 
| would have to be examined in the light of 
— — its own facts and circumstances, For these 
| reasons, the word “amendment” can have 
dear | only a narrow scope. 
o 38) Mr Palkhivala argued that, even if the 
| court were to uphold the 24th Amendment, 
: ae it could only be on a “reading down” of the 
| Amendment, which reading would preserve 
E »* 4 the original implied limitations on the 
| Constituent power. Parliament could make 
— 7] amendments but only within the basic 
| framework of the Constitution in which all 


y 


| the essential features would be preserved. 


b. Since Fundamental Rights were among 
7| the essential features of the Constitution, 
| the essence or core of any of these rights 
J| could be destroyed even if they were altered 
or abridged by Parliament. 


There remains the question whether the 
people of India are saddled with a Constitu- 
tion that cannot be changed under any cir- 
cumstances. There is no doubt that the peo- 
ple who are sovereign can do what they 
want. At that stage, the mode of ascertain- 
ment of the will of the people—an entirely 
different problem—will have to be decided. 
But it is not necessary for the purposes of 
this case to decide on Parliament's com- 
petence to amend the Constitution for the 
ascertainment of the will of the people. 


“by ASHOK C. PRATAP 


x^ HE task of supporting the 24th and 25th 
E Amendments to the Constitution was 
“shouldered by Mr Niren De, Attorney Gene- 
alof India; Mr Lal Narain Sinha, Solicitor 
»neral of India; and Mr H. M. Seervai, Ad- 
= vocate General of Maharashtra, who were 
appearing for the various respondents to the 
petition, 
It was contended by the respondents 
‘that the 24th Amendment was merely “de- 
_ claratory"—i.e. it simply declared the exist- 
gine law and did not confer any new or addi- 
_ tional powers on Parliament. This was 
claimed to have been necessitated by the 
fact that eminent Judges of the Supreme 
aj Court had differed one from the other and 
this had created some “uncertainty” as to 
Khe powers of Parliament. 


zu 


— It was argued that Parliament always 


3. 
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tion, alteration or repeal, there was really 
no justification for conferring this power 
only to certain parts of the Constitution 
and excluding others, such as Fundamental 
Rights, from its scope, Even in the Consti- 


_tution as it stood before the Amendment, 


there was r^ such scope for a restrictive 
operation, for the amending section spoke of 
an amendment of this Constitution, which 
meant the whole of this Constitution, and 
not merely a part thereof. Thus “amend- 
ment" was a word of wide meaning and 
there was no inherent or "implied" limit- 
ation within it which prevented its exercise 
in a manner that would alter the essential 
features of an instrument. 


Further, it was argued that there was 
nothing in the nature of Fundamental 
Rights that would leave them outside the 
ambit of the amending power. These Fun- 
damental Rights were not “natural” or “in- 
alienable” rights that a human being enjoyed 
simply because he was a human being. Hu- 
man rights had evolved in accordance with 
the changing needs of a changing society 
and every right had a social content to it. 
Even so-called natural rights were control- 
led by the state to subserve the common 
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denied even to citizens who were, say, in eoe 
the armed forces or were civil servants. In 
an organised society, therefore, all rights, 
including Fundamental Rights, were “con- 
ferred" by the state and could be regulated = 
by the state, That no Fundamental Rights 4 
were intended to be outside the ambit of 

the amending power of Parliament was evi- 

denced by the very first amendment to the 

Constitution which amended a Fundamental s 
Right. | 


In the debate, no Member of Parlia- 


ment—many of whom were members of 
the Constituent Assembly—objected to the 
Amendment on the ground that Parliament 
had no power to amend Fundamental Rights! 
In fact the Opposition to the Amendment 
proceeded on the assumption that the power 
existed. 


No Warrant 


Even if the amending power could not 
amend the essential features of the Constitu- 
tion, was there really any warrant for treat- : 
ing the Fundamental Right provisions as an! ^ 
essential feature of the Constitution? The if A 
answer was clearly No. | ; 


ia 


A TRE Oy CT 
adsit uai IA 


Pd 


had the power to amend Fundamental good. 
| Rights and the 24th Amendment merely a NUN 
[s this position substantively; so there Natural Right 

NN oM onafon be amending power Thus society punished adultery although 

of Parliament and, particularly, Fundament- : : “ 

NUBE the purview of procreation might be a so-called “natural 

pur right”, In an organised viable society, there 
were no rights except those that were con- 


this power. 

Means Ife An Teed eS aati ane rerata "i he 

X : oy , . There was intrinsic evidence of this 

^ NI aca $ pon pointed out, was within our own Constitution when Article 
in 57 of the 71 written Consti- 13(2) talked of Fundamental Rights as the 

rights “conferred” by this part; that these 


_ tutions in the world today and had a clear 
and unambiguous meaning in constitutional : 
: Fundamental Rights were not any natural 
law. It meani,amendment “by way of addi- inalienable rights was evident from the fact 
that even our Constitution gave some of 


tion, alteration or repeal", it did not and 
these rights only to citizens—some were 


could not have any restricted meaning, for 
a Constitution was merely a means to an 
f end—namely the larger welfare of society 
—and was not an end in itself. 


| If therefore the power to "amend" the 
3 Constitution meant amend by way of addi- 
E - 


TT as insurmountable barriers in the path o 

; -  !Jegislative efforts towards the achievement 

| j 3 ‘of a society envisaged in the Directive Prin- 
aes | ciples. 


Beer - RIT : | Fundamental Rights are meaningless to- 
v : >. day to the millions who have no economic 
s xus - — means to enjoy them, and it is the Directive 
rod - —-7^ Principles that are meant to set this right 
3 jin the long run. 
| If there was such a thing as a Funda- 
mental Right, it could probably be said that 
every person who involuntarily becomes a 
‘citizen of this country has the fundamental 
right to have food, clothing, shelter, educa- 
tion, equal opportunity and the right to re- 
ceive economic and social justice from the 
state and to live with dignity. It was obvious 
therefore that, if anything had to give way, 
it would be the so-called Fundamental 
Rights, and not the Directive Principles. 


¡Role of Judicial Review 


les focusing attention on matters like the 
Role of Judicial Review in Democratic India. 


| When President Roosevelt’s New Deal 
| legislation ran into similar constitutional 
| challenge in the USA, he had proclaimed: 


“The court... has improperly set itself 
up as a third House of Congress—a super 
legislature ... reading into the Constitution 
words and implications which were never 
» intended to be there...We have therefore 
reached the point as a Nation where we 
must take action to save the Constitution 
: S from the court and the court from itself, We 

; ; want 2 Supreme Court which will do justice 
PA nul bunden Bye Genstitution—not over it.” 


The Constitution made no mention of! "O 
any “essential features”—it neither appoint-: 
ed any authority nor provided any machi-; 
nery for determining them. Although it pro-p 
vided different procedures for amending dif- y 
ferent provisions, it did not put any provi- D, 
sions beyond the amending power. All fea- > Riek 
tures of the Constitution are essential or : 
else the Founding Fathers would not have WA j 
put them there and, in any event, the| 
amendability or otherwise of a particular| | - | 
provision was not left—and could not have : . E 
been intended to be left—to such vague, ab-|. E. 
stract and subjective tests as essential fea- po E WA 
tures—for what is an essential feature to; à WA 
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|*Parliament's powers 


- Supreme Court today. 
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cannot be limited". | 


NEW DELHI, January 15. | 


EGISLATIVE power 
intended to be limited on th- 
speculation that it would b. 
abused," Mr. H. M. Seervai, coun- 
sel for Kerala, submitted in the 


| Defending constitutional amend- 
‘ments by which Parliament has 
affirmed its right to modify funda- 
‘mental rights, Mr. Seervai said: 
|"You cant cut down the wide 


T lambit of the legislative power be- 


cause it may be unwisely and 
extravagantly used, or abused, to 
|destroy another power." 

|! Before the special Bench of. 13 


l 


judges, he pleaded that people who 


|were trusted with war and peace 
¡and other great powers should be 
¡“trusted to run the Constitution, 
‘not for the sole purpose of des- 
| troying everything, but for running 
lit to make normal operations ol 
| government possible." 

Mr. Seervai argued that the 
¡power of amendment on the part 
| was co-extensive 
| with the court's power of invalida- 
lion of laws passed by the legis- 


| lature. 
) 


That way alone the two organs 
of the state could co-ordinate and 
be on equal authority. The judi- 
ciary would become “a superior 
body over Parliament” if what it 
said was the last word which Par- 
liament culd not reverse by pro- 
per amendment, he submitted. 


w | “SPIRIT” OF CONSTITUTION 


Vii 


Mr. Seervai said a law would 


not be struck down in the name 


of the "spirit" of the Constitution 


| \if there were no express words to 
| support the conclusion. 


It had been observed that the 
court would adopt the doctrine of 


| self-restraint in interpreting statutes 


a. 
€t 


s 


and the Constitution, counsel said. 
“A judge will have his own philo- 
sophy, but he must remember that 


cl 


muny 


: NVT 


AUS [ENSIA orpt Y law even remotely concerned 
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“is not: 
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ueyy [ens 


extravagant way, interfere with she | 
power oi the lederal legislature. f 

Thirdly, once it was found on a 
oper interpretation that a legisla- 
vive power fell within the state 
sphere of legislation, it would be 
wrong to deny its existence because 
by some possibility it might be 
abused or might limit the range | 
which would be open to the federal 
legislature. 

In formulating the propositions, | 
derived from a 1887 judgment ol 
the Privy Council, Mr. Seervai said 
the legislature should be trusted. te 
exercise the wide powers il was 
given by the Constitution, 

Counsel said even if two mean: 
ings were possible to an expression 
in a statute or the — Constitution, 
the court would not go by assump- 
tions of extravagant power by an 
important organ of the state. 

Suppose the power was tested 
with reference to the worst that 
could happen if it was  unwisel, 
exercised, then it would be impos- 
sible to run the government itself 
Normal operations of government 
would be possible only if the court 
assumed that a federal government 
wanted to work the Constitution 
and not that each power would 
destroy the other, he submitted, | 

CREATED BY PEOPLE | 

Mr. Seervai said the legislatures 
were created by the people in their 
own Constitution and were given 
wide powers on subjects like war 
and peace, finance, taxation, acqui- 
sition of property and rearranging 
of boundaries. 

Quoting from a dictum, he said: 
"People who are trusted with great 
powers of making laws of property | 
and civil rights may well be ‘rusted 
to levy the tax." 

Supposing the court sent an in- 
fluential leader to jail and there 
was coüntrywide agitation and viol- 
ence in the wake of the arrest, the 
question whether he was rightly 
convicted or otherwise was of little 

evance. The leader would be re- 

sed exercising the power of par- 

m vested in the highest executive, 

: said. 


1 Taking up illustrations advanced | proposed to shed its 
tI € O al 


[Dp ———— M ous on Parliaments power, 


Mr. Palkhivala to plead limita- 


»evrai said if a five-year Parlia 
gent sought to extend its term even 
¡ough it had become unpopular, 
iat would be a patent case of mala 
de against Parliament. It would 
o more be question of what power 


: INYAE possessed. 


lt was argued by the petitioners 
gain that a political party elected 
> power might seek to destroy de- 
aocratic institutiens in good faith, 
mt such assumptions were not 
pade to test the power. For, he 
‘aid, it might not be confined to 
he legislature alone. In America, 
Or instance, some of the judges 
ad taken the consistent view that 


with socialism was bad and should 
be struck down. —PTI. 
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Constitution absolute |: zm 


NEW DELHI, February 20. 


MS NIREN DE,  Attorney-Gene- 
| ral, today emphatically argued 
the Supreme Court that Par- 
laments power, under Article 368, 
to amend the Constitution was absolute 
and unrestricted so long as the speci- 
fic and elaborate procedure prescrib- 
ed for such amendment was followed. 

He contended that the content of an 
amendment had nothing to do with 
the manner of exercise of the amend- 
ing power. It was also clear as crys- 
tal that the question of rigidity of a 
Constitution had nothing to do with 


the width of the amending power, so, 


was entrusted by 
empowered by the 
make such amend- 


long as Parliament 
the people and 
Constitution to 
ments. 

When any such amendment was 
carried out by Parliament in conform- 
ity with prescribed procedure, there 
was no need, nor indeed any jusufi- 
cation, to Jook for inherent or implied 
imiations on the amending power, 

In interpreting. constitutional law, 
the wider and not the narrow mecan- 
ing should be given to any ol its 
articles, the Attorney-General added. 
IL would not be correct for the courts 
to declare ultra vires any amendment 
carried out in accordance with the 
procedure prescribed for the purpose 


jin the Constitution 


TWO SUGGESTIONS 


When Mr. Niren De resumed for 
the second day his arguments belore 
the I3-judge bench hearing the Cons- 
titution amendment case, Mr. Justice 
H. R. Khanna relerred to the current 
controversy in Great Britain, follow- 
ing the entry of the country into the 
enlarged European community, Over 
the limitations on the sovereignty ol 


the British Parliament entailed by the 


acceptance of EEC membership, as 
well as the primacy of the EEC law 
over the domestic laws. 

Mis Lordship also referred to the 
suggestions made to overcome this 
constitutional problem. One of these 
was the convening of a constituent 
assembly to frame a written constitu- 
tion for the countiy. Another sug- 
gestion was the setting up of a par- 
liamentary committee to go into the 
question of reform of the constitution 
in the light of the new situation. 

Mr. Niren De said it would be in- 
| teresting to watch how Great Britain 
parliamentary 
was an essential 
the constitution of that 
country. How this could be done 
without an amendment of the consti- 
tuton was yet to be seen. How would 
this he done when there was no writ- 
fen constitution? If a new govern- 
(ment came into power and scrapped 
lo EEC treaty, what would happen? 

Ar. Justice A. N. Grover — asked 
——77 -> 


sovereignty. which 


whether there was any provision [or 
a referendum im the vonstitution, O! 
was it an extra-constitutional device. 


Mr. Niren De replied. that in In- 
dia also there could be a referendum, 
but even so an amendment ot the 
Constitution could only be carried 
out by the method and procedure laid 
down in Article 368. 


In any event, the Attorney-General 
said, the people were the — ultimate 
arbiters and if then chosen represen- 
tatives failed to carry out their man- 
date, “they would get it in the neck.” 


It was because the elected repre- 
sentatives were apt to be more sober, 
careful and cautious than the multi- 
tude that the Constituent Assembly, 
in its great wisdom, had omitted 
from the Constitution any provision 
for a referendum, Instead the Con- 
stitution-makers provided lor a pro- 
cedure by which an amendment could 
be passed by both the Houses ot 
Parliament by a special majority, rati- 
fied by a majority of the state legis- 
latures and finally assented to by the 
Presdient. 

lhis method enabled amendment ol 
the essential features of the Constitu- 
lion to suit the changing needs ol 
society, without having to have re- 
course to extra-constitutional methods 
such as revolution. 

Ihe Attorney-General then proceed- 
ed to read extensively. from the lead- 
ing decisions of the American. Sup- 
reme Court which had been cited by 
the opposite side and attempted to 
substantiate his contention that a clear 
distinction must be made between the 
amending power and the exercise of 
that power. 

Citing an instance from the Indian 
Constitution, Mr. De said there was 
provision for protection of cows from 
slaughter, But did this make it a 
fundamental right? 


LEGAL FICTION 


Mr. Justice K. K. Mathew once 
again referred to what he called the 
“legaj fiction” that the people had 
given the Constitution to themselves 
and asked whether there was anything 
except the assertion in the preamble 
to warrant this proposition. 


The Attorney-General pleaded with 
the court to be exempled from argu- 
ing on this point. By virtue of his 
office he was bound by the Consti- 
tution and by what il said 


Pursuing his point, Mr. Justice 
Mathew said that merely saying that 
fundamental! rights cannot be amend- 
ed by Parliament and only the people 
could do so. would result in the pro- 
verbial Pandora's Box being opened, 
releasing a crop of troubles. 

Mathew asked: “H 


courts take notice of th 
tuiion.” j PUE 

Mr. Niren De contended that 
amending power, when it was vest 
in a constitution, could not be made 
applicable in degrees, so as 10 E 
Parlament could amend to such and 
such a degree or extent, the state legis- 
latures by such and such and other 
bodies likewise, up to a certain degree 
or extent. 


_ There was, therefore, no express 
limitation on the amending power, 
and no justification. for implying such 
limitation, Mr. De said. No argument 
about a five-year Parliament would 
support the petitioner's case that there 
were inherent limitations to Parlia- 
ments amending power, especially be- 
cause, in this country, despite the fact 
that it is under-developed and its 
literacy rate is low, the widest pos- 
sible representation, based on univer- 
sal adult sutirage, had given power 
to the people. This power they exer- 
cised freely in the general elections, 
and their freely chosen representatives 
had the full power to amend the 
Constitution. 


Replymg to a question whether the 
association of the people with the 
amending process has any bearing on 
the ambit of the amending power, the 
Attorney-General said simply because 
there was no resort to a peoples" 
convention, it did not alter the cha- 
racter of the amending power. Nor 
could it be given a narrower mean- 
ing. 

Leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar had never in- 
tended a narrower meaning to an 
amendment even though they did not 
opt for a peoples’ convention or a 
referendum for amending the Con- 
stiturion, he argued. 

Mr. Justice K. S. Hegde asked whe- 
ther a member of Parliament was 
entitled to advocate disintegration of 
the country by an amendment of the 
Constitution after having taken the 
oath the form of which was purpose- 
fully changed by the 16th amendment. 

The Attorney-General said a mem- 
ber of Parliament was entitled to 
advocate changes permissible under 
the Constitution He could move an 
amendment to remove thé provision 
regarding oath. 

Mr. De contended that amending 
Article 368 in our Constitution was 
unique inasmuch as it provided for 
its own amendment. Proviso (E) to 
this Article showed that amending 
power was not frozen and could be 
enlarged. 

Mr Justice Shelat asked whether 
by an amendment under this proviso 
the requirement of ratification by half 
of the state legislatures could be done 
away with. d 

‘Theoretically speaking, this could 
be done, the Attorney-General said.— 
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Choice BEFORE CONGRESS 


to tna. to, 193 
Lessons Of Last Two Years 


By J. D. SETHI 


DHE Congress Party's rule in the] 69 she made control over the states] choices open to the aa Mins- 
states has passed through three | leaders a critical factor in her | ter, First, she can bg eee 1 ne | 
distinct phases. First, in the period | strategy. After her political supre- | local power structure by a "MEI 
: Monadtéfely following _ indepen- | macy was established, she opted for upon it such legal, ee an | 
dence, states were led by front-rank | the elimination of strong men in |functional MNA e et ely to | 
leaders of the national movement | the states and replaced them by | unleash the pro uctive forces at | 
who had experience, prestige and | uon-descript nominees. This brought | the local level, - This Ares al 
calibre, Men like Pandit G. B. Pant, |a temporary halt to the clashes in- | major constitutional change. "m 
Dr. B.C. Roy, Mr. B.G. Kher and | herent in a power struggle but did | should be no difficulty in amen ing 
Mr. Rajagopalachari dominated tbe|not change the underlying relations, | the constitution, not only because| 
politics of their states and were| That is why the third phase prov-|of the crushing majority the Con- | 
treated by the Central leadership|ed short-lived. One after another | gress has in Parliament but because | 
with respect. They provided strength | the dummies were challenged or almost all opposition parties are 
to the Centre as well as balance to| thrown. off balance by elements | sure to support such an amend- 
its power. n ni the Nag party ment. This eee omy way n pie 
~ 6 : “self. The opposition had no role | mately strengthen the mandal an 
ER ee ad by at all in putting state after state district Congress parties too, the 
propriated power more bv use of | Under President's rule, tument to Wai mist seme | 
Strong-arm methods, skilful politi-| A party that claims the allegiance SUN ihe RA E UN p 
cal manipulation and ruthless elimi- | of almost all social classes is bound m s SERE with, its roclaim- | 
nation of their opponents than by|to be subjected to contradictory |t@ be € ste s prock | 
| 


normal democratic processes. In| pulls and pressures. That is why ed ideology. * q 
fact, they brazenly violated the de-|the need for co-ordinated action) The second choice is to rzorganise 
mocratic principles on which the|on the part of the party to meet | the party in such a way that each 
Congress Party was based, Instead | public demands has _ Often run state unit reflects its true support 
of building support from below, |athwart the hard set lines of fac. | structure and is permitted to have 
they reversed the process. They|tional organization and social | alignments that are determined by 
concentrated power in their own | tigidities. The Prime Minister and | the peculiar — interest-constellation 
hands and controlled the lower|other Central leaders can operate |in that state. The level of deve- 
organs of the party and the govern-|only at a certain level and have |lopment and political consciousness | 
ment through political manipula-| of necessity to leave the rest to differ from state to state. The un-! Z A ; 
tion. This was made possible be-| others who have both adequate evenness of the Indian social and | y 
cause, corresponding to the local] power and legitimacy. By placing | economic fabric just does not permati 5 j ^ 
power structure, local bodies had|the states in charge of dummies, | the imposition of a uniform ideo- | 

no constitutional or functional] Mrs. Gandhi created many more |logy or a uniform commitment on | 

iuthority except that delegated by|problems for herself than she the entire country. | 
he states administration, vould haye if she had either allow- 

: n ^ al|ed the o osses to stay or re- 
wee er SUE scien established the — process of natural 
o the Centre because they firmly selection. A set of titular leaders 
eld the states as well as electoral | OuId not possibly have undertaken 
majorities. Mr. Nehru, despite his|the task of massive social transfor- 
rsonal dislike for so E of | mation. 
hem, continued to support them j 7 
ecause they created fewer head- LOOSE TALK 
iches for him than weaker men 
vould have done, leaving him 
:nough time to devote to what he 
alled the larger issues. The local 


The third choice is of imme- | 


of the first two options. This is to | 


pressure groups 
"utside it. 


CORRUPTION 


At present, there can be no col- 
lective leadership at the states 
because this will amount to fac- 
tionalism being carried from the f 
party to the government. The logic 
of the third choice is that in no 
case should the Prime Minister 


force him to quit. 
It is open to the 
to remain neutral b 
and ask the state p 


failure of the take-over of 
Sale trade in food is, for in- 
. being attributed to a sabo- 


tage by the kulak lobby 
rialized into what came to be] party. The truth of the m 


- atter is|tvpe that the 

known as the Syndicate. The 1969 (that the party at the local level is "i However, there ie a Produc 
split in the Congress was both the | almost conterminous with kulak probability that once RA 
culmination and the end of the|interests. The dominant interest in leaders are free from the e 
second phare: hase followed Ma a ees be called a lobby. of De factionalism of the organiza 

Toen Ee e i plana i T ional wing a q 
Gandhi's landslide victories of 1971 | minority of middle class radicals | Central leadership, the Us the 
and 1972. In order to avoid a re-|in the party. * i ie 


able to readjust and E 
petition of the experience of 1966-* At present, there are only three’ support on 5 ae, reales othe 
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Jana 


Patna Session Charts A 


At its session in Patna last 
week, the Jana Sangh map- 
ped out a course for itself to meet 
what its President, Mr. Atal Bihari 
Vajpaee, described as the “radically 
|new situation" arising from the 
split in the Congress. The course 
lis not very clear, but the Sangh 
can scarcely have been expected 
to do better. Like most parties, 1s 
|members, now approaching a mil- 
jlion, comprise many interest 
| groups from white-collar Govern- 
“ment employees and small shop- 
keepers to feudal princes and 
tycoons of the trading community. 
| In this situation there are bound 
“to be differences of approach with- 
‘in the party. The point to note, 
| however, is that the divisions which 
| have appeared at the top arise 
‘more from questions of emphasis 
‘and nuances than of basic policies. 
| For instance, some members have 
| misgivings about associating with 
Mr. C. B. Gupta in U.P., but the 
|basic sympathy of the Sangh for 
lihe Old Congress is unmistakable. 
| Mr. Balraj Madhok articulates this 
sentiment more sharply than Mr. 
| Vajpayee, but that is all there is 
to their differences on this issue. 


JA CHARGE-SHEET 


Any doubts on this can be quick- 
jly settled by reference to Mr Vaj- 
|payee's presidential address, port- 
lions of which read like a charge- 
Jsheet against Mrs. Gandhi. She is 
- accused of “unbridled ambition”, 

lof having put indiscipline "on a 
pedestal” and of Tesorting to 
authoritarian tactics. Mr. Madhok 
takes an identical stand, except that 
he goes on to spell out more clearly 
the logical corollary that the Sangh 
will need to co-operate with other 
elements in the country's political 
life to dislodge Mrs. Gandhi and 
“her associates from power. 


Mr. Vajpayee does not dispute 
‘this logic. He admits in his address 
that it will be extremely difficult 
for any party to secure an absolute 
majority in a new election, and 
jgoes on to stress the need for 
multi-party coalitions to meet the 
situation arising from the Con- 
gress split. In proposing the basis 
Jon which coalitions could be form- 
ed, he in fact repeats, almost word 
¡for word, the formulations of the 
Swatantra Party and the Old Con- 
jeress that the dividing line in In- 
dian politics today is not between 

the Right and Left but between 
democracy and totalitarianism. 

Naturally enough, Mr. Vajpayee 

has had to slur over the phase in 
the Sangh's history when he and 
other top leaders of the party, over- 
ruing Mr. Madhok's objections, 
sanctioned coalitions in which it 
rubbed shoulders with the Commu- 
nists in Bihar, U.P. and Punjab. 
That deviation is now a thing of 
he past: in today's circumstances, 
Mr Vajpayee considers it "a matter 
of pride and satisfaction" that the 
angh is in the "vanguard" of the 

t to contain the Communist 


n 
The political resolution adopted 
at the Patna session has McCarth- 
jte undertones when it warns the 
yuntry against Communist infiltra- 
LEES f F Is 


By DILIP MUKERJEE 


tion in high places. It alleges that 
this has been facilitated by Mrs. 
Gandhi's reliance on the Commu- 
nists for parliamentary support— 
a point made in much the same 
tone by Messrs Nijalingappa and 


Masani. A specific plea, such as|g 


Mr. Madhok is making, for join- 
ing hands with these “like-minded 
elements” was absent from Mr. 
Vajpayee's pronouncements, but 
this should be treated as a differ- 
ence of style and not of substance. 

It is sometimes argued that the 
clash between these two leaders re- 
flects the struggle between RSS 
and non-RSS elements for domin- 
ance in the party. This is an over- 
simplification; both men are steep- 
ed in the RSS creed and started 
life as RSS volunteers—Mr. Vaj- 
payee in Kanpur and Mr. Madhok 
in Lahore. Both men were very 
close to Dr. Shyama Prasad 
Mukerjee, the founder of the party; 
Mr. Vajpayee was chosen to work 
as his private secretary to assist 
in the party's national work while 
Mr. Madhok was a trusted lieute- 
nant operating from Jammu, and 
later Delhi. 

Yet, as things stand today, Mr 
Vajpayee enjoys the support of the 
RSS hierarchy while Mr. Madhok, 
since the end of his term às Presi- 
dent during 1966-67, has been care- 
fully kept out of the "core" group 
that controls the Sangh. The rea- 
son perhaps is that Mr. Vajpayec's 
non-committal posture on coali- 
tions is more in accord with the 
RSS belief that it is the "destiny" 
of the Sangh to take over from the 
Congress. Allies may be useful fot 
a time, but they are not impor- 
tant in relation to the eventual out- 
come. Understandably, Mr. Mad- 
hok's emphasis on coalitions grates, 
even though the RSS faction may 
privately recognise that his factional 
line is more realistic. 


TACTICAL LINE 


This deference to realism is 
clearly evident in the Sangh's cur- 
rent posture in U.P., where the 
party has decided after all to sup- 
port Mr. C. B. Gupta. In Bihar, 
the situation has not sufficiently 
crystallised for the party to make 
up its mind, but it is clear that 
the Sangh will not hesitate to throw 
in its support if the Old Congress 
should make a bid to set up a new 
Government under Mr.  Harihar 
Singh. In other words, it is Mr. 
Madhok's tactical line that the 
Sangh looks like adopting in 
actual practice. 


In the economic sphere, the 
Sangh is faced with a similar con- 
flict because of Mr. Vajpayee’s bid 
to maintain a centrist stance and 
Mr. Madhok’s efforts to differen- 
tiate the Sangh from Leftists of 
all descriptions. The result is a 
hotch-potch economic programme. 
largely echoing the vague pro- 
mises of‘ social justice made at 
Ahmedabad and Bombay. _ 

Take, for instance. the Sangh’s 
concern for the small farmer and 
the tenants paying rents in cash or 


kind. The demand is made on their 


behalf for credit related to the |j. 


production potential, and not to 


a 


je unwarranted” 
step 


pui - , "E! 
Continued from cc 


X. the present economic order,form 


the backbone of the party. 

This is what accounts for a deep 
lichotomy; as is evident from the 
vacillations in the party over the 
ittitude to be adopted to bank 
vationalisation. It seemed likely at 
me stage that the Sangh may cx- 
and its qualified support to this 
neasure but the stand it has final- 

ify taken at Patna is that it was an 
and “ill-considered 
taken because of Mrs. 
3andhi's need to: give an “ideolo- 
tical facade” to her “factional” 
¡¿mbitions. 
What emerges from all this is 
“he search .for an identity which 
would enable the Sangh to retain 
its traditional sources of support 
land permit it at the same time to 
Take a bid for widening its base. 
The attention devoted to the pro- 
Iblem of Harijans and tribals in 
Mr. Vajpayee’s address, and the 
‘subsequent deletion of a specific 
‘reference to Muslims in relation 
to the plea for Indianisation, fits 
into this picture. 

The emphasis is, however, clear- 
ly upon consolidating the tradi- 
tional sources. This will check the 
effort to be all things to all people. 
From this point of view, the 
Patna session represents a gain for 
the Madhok school of thought, 
even though factional alignments 
in the party may result in his being 

ushed out into the cold. 


AYS uuv wvuvisuie eoe MÀ 
radical ferment bv asking for co- 
partnership of labour and manage- 
ment, and for curbs on monopolies. 
But the really interesting recom- 
mendation is the one asking for 
the Indianisation of tea, jute, ciga- 
rettes, vanaspati and other indus- 
tries in which foreign capital is 
strongly entrenched. — Misgivings 
about foreign investment carry 
over into a plea for a high-power 
commission to investigate the re- 
cord of existing collaboration ar- 
rangements and set the guidelines 
for the future. 

In substance, the Sangh resolu- 
tion does not say anything really 
different from the official policy o 
limiting foreign capital to a few 
areas where this is really neces- 
sary. But the party gives the de- 
mand a nationalist slant which fits 
in well with its general posture. 
Likewise, the demand for nationa- 
lisation of trade with Communist |. 
countries permits it to raise a radi- | 
cal slogan without the danger of 
alienating the business community. 
This trade is mostly in the State 
sector. The take-over of the balance | 
is sought to be justified as neces- 
sary to stop the inflow of Com-| 
munist funds by this route. 

A firm, declaration that the Sangh |. 
will not be a party to any move 
to delete property from the list of 
fundamental rights is qualified by 
the statement that there is no such |. 


” 
, 


thing as an absolute and immut-| 


able right of property. Society, it 

is stated, has indeed the authority | 
to abridge the right and there may |. 
be circumstances where it be-| 
comes its duty to do 
Mr. Madhok may have phrascd | 
this differently but the basic ap- 
proach would not perhaps be any| 


different. 


All the leaders of the Sangh are | 
keen to see it expand its hold | 
among the under-privileged — in 
society, but they also know that 
people with a stake, however small 


— 


Continued in column 7. 
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dministrative reforms. 


" v aes Satish Kumar writes on Pakistan S a 
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» xj servic S >= Foreign Office, there is  scope|P 
. 4 $ i > scessary for eacn public service to be a close.pre- Foreign Ya CODO i 
"Ad AN lags much behind ed competence chy 4 f the permanent civil ser- enough for India to learn from 
A = AR ae fe 99b) AJl/fclasses" among gov" Vico. Tl y R idly the Pakistani example as regards 
; . * India in democratic tradi- 39° ue JR NERBO Vern ments. rapi y. WA O Re SE SPARE 
MA -— M n PRG ernment servants will be abolisn- changing tasks require maximum the mechanism oi bringing about 
Y tion which partly explains the ed, and similarly replaced by & utilisation of all available talent in this | unification, i RE 2 the 
. 1 * ~ 3 = > bi TY a x as t S 
relatively severer jolts 10 (55g grading structure: a peon the country. Therefore the provi Pakistan oe Tue. 
which democracy is subjected or equivalent at the bue S sion for lateral entry into govern. RC en EE Low 
wi Vin Pakist i to time cretary or Departmental head at ment service from the private sec- Vers d “tors, f 1 
A Civil in Pakistan from time o the top. The existing classification tor, This would also reverse the and other technocrats on the one 
l it is in India. But Pak- 5 i ass 1 IV SS ai "ai hand and generalist administrators) 
‘than it is in oí services into class i to class process of brain drain. AU C Bh Tala concent 
istan can area PNE gone wili no CE Operae: Do us The issues inherent in these AL id NN PIS $ | 
ahead of India at least in one res- io the top will be open to l on forms have obvious relevance for € a easi composing derede 
pect, namely, rationalisation of merit. (c) The use of cats India. In fact, coming at a time B M S DS pe dA 
administrative structure, and for jape]s will be discontinued forth- when some of these issues are PETS a aton og pay scales ofr 
UREA this the credit goes to Mr Bhutto. with. (d) The unfied structure already ine subject matter of close 727 d military officers an» Value is 
UCRATS are seldom 3 f I Si hign- ; ; > in India, civil and military officers ane is 
D y By a stroke of the pen, he has ii enable promotions to the hign examination and debate in India, nounced by the Finance Minister consider 
given to h rboles. Something brought about a revolutionary ¿y posts throughout the range of the Pakistani reforms assume add- noun EN colar D Paine i C 
must be seriously remiss, therefore, | tl change by unifying into one cadre public service for horizontal og significance, India and Pakisian asin India hüfdreds df phy schl 
lif some of them now freely refer|l the multitude of services, cadres, movements from one cadre to au- both inherited the same ams existed for various categories 
to the three-month-old conflict be-|d classes, and grades which consti- oiher, including the movement of trative structure, But the political Classes, and departments as far as 
tween the IAS and the rest as ajai tuted the administrative structure technica! personnel to the cadre ethos in which Pakistani adminis. Classes, Snd aaa nira 
“civil war in the civil service" |aj of Pakistan. This dva in garing ol general management. There will trators Ace ur EE HUE employees were concerned. Dis hh 
i i : i ac- also be scope f it-of-turn pro- qucive to unbridled exercis EU YA 7 ; pay scalesl@ is bet- 
su contrast to India where ne also be scope for ou l . i ardinz these numerous Daea 
and say that it threatens to disrupt Ji) ceptance of this principle is yet 2 motion to exceptionally able of- power by them than m India. in the Government Se Pakistani h 
E M S [C 18» cry. ficers, (e). The correct Mcd fs fact, quite a few admi eit decided to introduce only seven 
i i ; „p each post will be determined by Pakistan found M4 possibie Lo ] ati pay scales for civi a 
AUN Ut ta go f qeu d bx Professional Competence job evaluation. (f) There will be tne country througn acquisition of Hei SE edel and nine pay scales 
EUM RN EUR M ben provision for entry into govern- political offices. In India, the'ad- bop defence personnel. According 
Ai Vp Ma FIOR HAE cen ile Explaining this measure In a ment service for talented indivi- ministralors did not molest the to the ‘Finance Minister, the re ys 
EM nes lo broadcast to the nation last week, duals from the private sector im political system to hee a MT IO duction in the number of pay 
joined in the open. sh Mr Bhutto said that he was ae fields such as banking, insurance, for then selves, | thanks Jang us scales -would also IPad tommedut: 
troducing this reform on the re- industry, and trade. the hold of politicians. neve even tion of disparity, between the 
commendation of an Administra- s i nilosophy less, there is a strong case even Len, 0% dT dest paid employecsh 
tive Reforms Committee which he The administrative — phiios P in India for unification of the While the pay scales of lower 
had appointed immediately after underlying these retorms can € large number of services and We pay $ ee i - 
his Gov m nt assumed office. summed up as follows. First, Mr- a alone gazetied employees have e 
his Governme ass m T à p as s. First, 3 cadres in ge; 
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Vim 


Since the current cold war is 
essentially over status, salary, per- 
quisites and promotion prospects, 
the third pay commission is partly 


n 


i i ri ere is nc training |f 
n 1 € “ust. Bi seems be determined to A significantly increased, there i : 
f VU y || The Committee had been entrust- Bhutto seems to be determi / eL A n AN E op. Besides, thees of the 
WA ont e B Mt would ed with the task of “overhauling change the mental anton’ p his Lesson Foi India Ree. Re who ope Besides, 

A the he bureaucracy”, which according . civil servants. According to him, : ati rat in. tl i s compared well. 
[have arisen anyway. For, neither SMS Bhutto had itself become “a “no intstitution in the country has Tne case for such  unification rated in the field a par welfare 


the politicians nor the bureaucrats 
|have had the sense to reform the 
| administrative structure in step with 
| the rapid expansion in the activities 
of what, for want of a more suita- 
| ble word, is called government. 
1 


: ; + ^ ; vi , worked in the 
powerful vested interest concern- so lowered the quality of our Ma-. nas been well made out trom time VIN yaho SIR ane tc 
ed more with its own good than tional life as what ıs called ‘Nau- to time. The jealousy friction, and Decree g 

with the good of the public.” The karshahi’.” He referred to appal- loss of efficiency caused by, rd "That Mr Bhutto has announced 
first step recommended by the ling corruption in the country parallel existence of PUDE Pone aoe ‘Kaas forme is a ear (ot hi 
Committee in this direction was which he said had become a Way “inferior cadres with di eren bold and imaginative approach 1 
replacement of the existing struc- oi life with officials in some de- pay scales, promotion prospects, S 

ture by “a modern and scientific partments and pointed out that and ancillary, benefits is we 


1 "Pe y [[ = tes where ¢ ivil 
For the moment, however, the system based on professional com- officials should become “wor- known. If Pakistan where the civil 


i rofes ils' ae :arvinao T1e Very e a "e o 
¡TAS is at the receiving end. The petence and performance, and at- kers and Professionals” ra- service was very w en hne pressum 
lrailway officers have accused it of tuned to the challenges of a ns ther than DUO ze has found it Abi o se o 
ENS e j moving scientific and technologi- amateurs" as they ,are now. Se- the terms and À ges ota Io Une dowd 
| Fatal arate ts a Ed cal world." cond, Mr Bhutto wishes the tech- classes of civil servants, which had 


i J rev ary reforms on ) 
Correspondingly, the reforms in- nocrats to make a fuller contri- would naturally follow the wake lona ne past Anca 
troduced by Mr Bhutto's govern- bution to policy making. Referring ger of all cadres into oder 5 few Scumed power, And. furthersiprestig 
ment have the following features: to the requirements of a people’s astonishing why India shou | Be he scientific and rational ap-said soll 
(a) Al the services and cadres government, he said, “It cannot be able to do, so. Judging, by ee Font E istration i canno 
will be merged into a unified condone a system which elevates prevailing resistance YA AN pn RSEN MAY 
grading structure with equality of the ‘generalist’ above the scient- of unification of multip j 


| nest. In 1962. it created the so.cal- 
fled special selection grade (Rs. 
11,800 to Rs. 2,000) to provide its 
{members with an opportunity for 
faster promotion; in 1967, it or- 
|dained that the joint secretaries in 
itho Central government could go 
|up, as a matter of course, to Rs. 
2,750 instead of drawing a fixed 
pay of Rs. 2,250; in 1970, it “up- 
graded” the posts of chief sec- 
| retaries in the states by Rs. 500. 


FEELINGS 


Likewise, the doctors in the 
Central Health Service have had a 
go (without bothering about gram- 
mar or syntax). “While the patients 
wait in hospitals”, they say, “in 
crowded rooms without even ele- 

|[|mentary registration and sitting 
facilities and doctors work in 
equally crowded rooms without 
minimal functional requirements, 
the rooms of the secretariat are 
overflowing with coolers, air- 
conditioners, carpets and cushioned 
chairs, not to speak of telephones 
in different colours and liveried 
attendants and an army of assis- 
tants”. 


Why so much bile has been in- 
jected into the feud is easy to see. 
There are deep feelings of  self- 
righteousness on both sides. The 
technicans who joined the govern- 
ment service to man the railways, 
power projects, irrigation works, 


also inform 


i i - ements of political acti | oap 
opportunity for all who enter the ist, the technician, the professional in India, not to speak OF o oter ERN EY lacking in'al capa 
service at any stage based on the expert, the artist, or the teacher". ernment es a Nuno e AE nes ene o ied 

required professional and specialis- Third, Mr Bhutto would not like one crucial departmen zu DSe 

O vices: Ex people, should be able (o send|suppose that in the current dis- 
likely to! them about their business?" pute in India, anyone has invok- 


EX "India does use the idiom of eds noble truth: » X 
XA ‘referring to her magistrates, ad- “They wouldn't dream. of it, 
—— — ministrators, engineers, physicians said Lysis. “The quarrel in India 
To A and other functionaries as public|is among a privileged class, and 
the need servants,” said Lysis, who ever|limited to the question of parity 
the exan since his two visits to India in the | of privilege among the privileged. 
France, E company of Socrates, had made Socrates continued: “That equa- 
bet ingthe happenings in India a subject lity is not the principle that is in- 
lis a of special study. "But if the idiom | volved in the dispute is evident from 
SERERE were taken seriously, India would | the severe limitations that both sides 
be a strange land where the master | in the conflict implicitly set to the 


fs d waits upon the servant." scope of the dispute. If the par- 
SER ties involved were to come to an 


posts with STRANGE agreement on parity of status and 


elo Sum na o Ne wages, India monte TA des 

As ; 5 achieved a reign of equality. What 
Ce aR RUPES: Breed from | would be achieved is a privileged 
vate and ' x 


plateau on which all are equal, but 
word. Ind "Besides, is not the authority of|on the slopes below the plateau 
such a pthe people exercised through their| would be millions perilously per- 
director oichosen representatives who make|ched in varying degrees of de- 
an IAS ofthe laws and the decisions?” àsk- | privation.” 
a month ed Crito. — "Do you think, Socrates," ask- 
marketing “Theoretically, yes,” answered| ed Crito, "that the engineer and 
man recr Lysis. “The power that is in the| the mason, the doctor and the 
ket”—is people is entrüsted to their chosen | nurse, the magistrate and the doos- 
E representatives. But the representa-| men. should .receive equal re- 
. At the tives are so busy squabbling among | wards for their labours?” 
tiring cha themselves that they have no time | “That your question does no! 
clean for to spare for guiding and control-| admit of a simple answer, [ shall 
royalties ling the servants of the  people.|try to demonstrate by asking you 
triated or Even if they could spare the time| another question," said Socrates 
eign firm and the energy, they may not find | "Do you not think that the magis- 
Dalda ansuch guidance and control easy,|trate and the doorman should re- 
about itsfor the servants know too much|ceive equal nourishment? In a 
reliance”, about the ways of their immediate 


top job eee i time of scarcity, should we dis- 
_Mmasters to be amenable to con-|criminate betw i i 
with ditto een the engineer and 


th the mason in regard to their needs 
Minister! of shelter and Slothing? Dispari- 
ties in this matter exist, because 
AS ; Bn are either unthinking or 
: i ch callous.” : 
en their part, have never claimed yall gi s at t "Would it be that rewards are 
Tee wa ane haves in fact, rry | graded according to the value of 
RT au wa EEG uires | the service ‘that is rendered to the 
Even so, the conflict between the Bee E Bike 


pa ES TE 
function being the preservation 
Jaw and order, the primacy of th 
administrator was undisputed. Bi, 
the state's functions ,have expan) af 
ed, calling for skills far beyor of 
those of governance, It is n 
possible te recruit all such skil 4 
through a common selection co pb 
test.” 

"So there are other ways 
choosing the specialists?" Simm pd 
asked. 1 


QUARRELS 4 


d 3E 
he did so only to acquire the art 
of manipulating them. He never for- 
got, and was never allowed to for- 
get, that when it came to the crunch 
he could bare the mailed fist. 


'The exposure of the young IAS 
officers to the panchas, the mem- 
bers of the zilla  parishads, the 
MLAs and the MPs, has nurtured in 
them a different outlook altogether. 
For, by the time the service was 
created, the development process 
had begun in the districts and had 
raised the stakes of the politicians. 
They had the power and knew that 
they could use it to get their way. 
NUR the political power elite 
faithfully is thus a way of life! 
with the IAS as it has never been 
with the ICS, the latter considered 
NS to be part of it, if not above 
i 


“Yes, and hence the quart 
over the primacy of the admi 
trator,’ answered Socrates. Ev 
under the old system, the M 
tribune was assisted, in the m ; 
ing of decisions, by an experif ik 
ed generalist and an  experier qe 
Specialist. The system contin | a 
and the people's tribune has: 
advice of two independent anc’) 
perienced counsellors.” WA 

"How, then, do you explai?" 
numberless errors that are iol 
made?" Lysis wanted to knoto 

“Because the advisers, 1 1° 
stand, have latterly develope 
Practice of first finding ot « 
wishes of the tribune and 
Offering the adyice that wo! h 
welcome,” said Socrates. «SD: 
am told, is true of both there 
tatist and the specialist." 

. "Should you not call then AJ 
tiers instead of advisers?'*nta 
Lysis. “And the present qu'ry 
between courtiers for P iine 


That is why perhaps there has 
been a love-hate relationship bet- 
ween the politicians and the ICS, 
but almost all ministers, regardless 
of the party they belong to or the 
ideology Hey potes, have shown 
a epeen regi S for the IAS. Even 
w e works, | ideologues in the governmen 
i and the ug appointed young JAS officers {i ho 

pendence era accep personal assistan s 
the supremacy of the ICS without | keepers”. Ra den 
demur because maintenance of im- 
perial power—euphemistically call- 
ed law and order—was the primary 
concern of the rulers of the day, 
end it could not be otherwise. 


But the IAS was cast in a dif- 
ferent and an altogether more rug- 
ged mould. For a start, it was 

of Mr. Jawaharlal 
Nehru, not so much as a successor 
to the ICS, but as an effective in- 
strument of national integration—a 
stabilising force that would hold 
the country together in the face of 


and not between public fuxhe 
aries jealous of their in 
ence and the importance 4 
respective functions." 57, 4, 
. "There is some gr% O 
impatient generalisat. $, ~ 
crates. “But India » 
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The government has been |» ECTOR N 


Slow to learn from its experi- 
«YY HAT is the current r; Nee and to get out of its head | Y. D. Si 
i inflation in the eco {he notion that a mere change pect- the 


By r De eed | ae à : EA 
1S appears to be a gM Organisational Structure can there full Promise And Performance y € 


I A 7 
juesti i ; Work i ; : i 
on which requires a Work a miracle in the working |:ding, ever 


|9le statistical answe i 

ill kinds of price mau. Public sector enterprises. | "he | Tl NN 

vallable, there is ON T not long ago it expected now- aibi) i 
| ot the official wholesale pr] < radically i ALI Work 

lex, which truly reflect oa he steel pl i je itn i A. d : 


performance of the steel plants. laicas ive 
Now it is looking forward to art of beyc HE Parliamentary Committee 


the dismantling of HSL to bring, COR- It w on Public Undertakings, usual- 
= imber plan ly a stern inquisitor of the state- 


about the needed ch: c 

MEN Eds a 1 change. Per- orth- rate owned firms, seems to have sud- 
; ES ot to be said : in  denly grown wings and emerged 
or setting up three separate ¿A modas their guardian angel. In its 


À een $ a ; 
companies for running the three (Dhar GN ie bey EE JOB d UE of 
a nd say nice 


steel plants at Bhilai cela jlared i 

ud Do. SR ai, Rourkela low- things about them. But the task, 

HSS] gapur. but experience ve of ed ¿As it turns out, is by no means 

Jas shown that a separate legal n in- Goy, simple, and even a cursory read- 

identity does not alwavs mean KA stati; M8 of that 381-page udafumsni 
: 2 a Patan aS Naa ise leaves one wo i : 

complete operational freedom as to mise CPU has NM UM thé 
in practice: On the other hand, | SPl- Desp public sector or itself 

even where there i separate 2 liam i te 

WA T e there IS NO separate irt of ta On its own showing, the com- 
gal 1 entity as such, there is ating figur mittee has been unsparing over the 
nothing to prevent adequate me speaj Years in its scrutiny and criticism 

| the of public enterprises. A look at 


delegation of authority in- Si 
g y to in [n plani their "positive side", it now feels, 


Likewise, it hands out a well- 
deserved bouquet to the uchy 
plant for establishing an Indian 
material, IS 2062, for heavy pres- 
sure boilers and thus knocking a 
like amount off the annual import 

il. 


doomy price situation 
n under-estimate of the 
¡tad cost of living indice, 
Fave for the Government 
| ¿ort-term advantage that i 
¡Pondingly reduces the di 
T dearness allowance and 
pon „of pay. It may also hav 
ajlitical advantage that by 
aling the actual inflationar 
tween expenditure and re 
me, it legitimises inves 
rough forced savings. But 
ng run those who conceal 
€ worsted by their own t 


Tice Changes 


| The official index nu 
holesale commodity riot 
i—100) which stood at 192 
pril 1972 rose to 2225 in 
173 showing an increase o 
2r cent, On the other har 
milar — index prepared b: 
¡conomic Times showed for 
ame period an increase in y 
ale prices of 25 per cent, An 
ndex prepared by the w 
Commerce was equally wid 
the mark from the official in 
, If one extrapolates the 
irends of the last few m 


films, machine tools, watches, print- 
ing presses, tractors, iron ore, 
coal, newsprint, steel, fertilisers, 
nat to speak of such things as 
quality seeds or guns. 


On the face of it, it seems in- 
credible that they can do all this 
—and play a leading role in the dis- 
tribution of food, petroleum pro- 
ducts and fertilisers besides—with 
a labour force of only seven lakhs. 
But the whole effort is spread so 
thinly and so badly organised that 
even the CPU cannot help taking 
an embarrassed swipe or two at 
the government in almost every 
chapter. 


By and large, the state-owned 
undertakings have broken every 
canon of good management. But 
there are exceptions to every rule. 
Take utilisation of capacity. The 
output of four out of the five 
public sector refineries, Lubrizol 
India Ltd. and HMT's watch fac- 
tory exceeds the installed capacity 
by fair or hefty margins. Consider 
the gestation periods. Bharat Pumps 
and Compressors and the Tiruchy 
plant of the Bharat Heavy Electri- 
cals have attained rated capacity 


But a public sector giant like 
Hindustan Steel—which spends no 
more than Rs, 2.5 lakhs a year on 
research and development (com- 
pared to Rs. 7] lakhs by TISCO) 
—has not bothered to go into such 
mundane details. HSL has simply 
computed the total value of 1ts pro- 
duction till March, 1971, deducted 
the outflow on account of imported 
materials and excise duty, and f 
blandly stated that, on balance, it 
has saved the country as much as 
Rs. 1,638 crores worth of imports! | 
By resorting to similar arithmati- | 
cal jugglery. The Heavy Electricals | 
(India) Ltd. and the Heavy Engi- | 
peering Corporation claim to have | 
effected savings amounting to Rs. 
169 crores and Rs, 65 crores, res- 
pectively. 

But that is not the only black 
mark against them. These and other |! 
public enterprises, like many big | 


dividu: i tice i 

Hid ual plants in practice. In oach, the jis necessary to avoid the snares 
ct it is extremely doubtful if tion inde] of a lop-sided view. But expiation 

the three companies will enjoy tives tions of a sin that is on the borderline 

the kind of operational auto-|^,It ,,Ih|of virtue can be a big nuisance. 

DOR SEI is ececcd se PAR + SnoW and the very first point that the 
my which 15 necessary for the poid- inde} CPU makes highlights the limits, 

efficient working of an enter- [irces other if not the futility, of remorse. 

prise. So vital atter as wage [Such jpde - 

‘only, the rate of inflation qn] dl | . DO Vita! a matter as WagC|spe. in tl The profitability of the public 

han 30 per cent. The situation) Scales is likely to be outside} and Comn|sector, it claims, must not be pitted 

| egard to the index of food y their purview. And thev will not 


eign Kets [against that of the private sector 
en- % CO) because the former has played a 


; even more disquieting have suffici i i 
[onc ch mo ting. suffici JU "ers : : ; 
Sout 18 per “EM 2 ere to deal with the kind of emer. ez prieel ses clon generating, employ [on on ahead of Schedule aiso been indulging meri in te 
ent g po m au CURT Pa ibea . Creatin table infrastruc- also been indulging merrily in re- |. 
p nt increas gencies that arise every now and z A indie tute, developing the backward re-| PROFITABILITY petitive, and often unnecessary, | 
gions, swelling the public exche- import of knowhow. HSL, for in- | 


akes Time: nS M 
more| quer by paying in large sums by 


way of excise duty and other taxes, 


| rded by other index nu in s i 
| he pries ee cum atia such plants. This cannot 
| e the staple diet of the ; ut cramp their style. 


stance, preferred to buy the tech- |. 
nology for cold-rolled ribbed bars} 
from a Swedish firm instead of 


Look at even the profitability 
ratios. In at least ten out of the 


| © up by as much as 50 per | x ; 

| One can calculate price cha The argument that under the Tt jand nurturing skills. But it does [93 concerns, the gross profits as a 
er a year in two ways. aely Weekijnot take long to discover that in | percentage of the capital employed | from TISCO which had developed 
V amount to more than 25 during |it on its own and successfully mar- 


keted the products carlier. In fact, 
no state-owned undertaking of any f 
consequence, with the sole excep- |. 
tion of the Electronics Corporation 
has gone into production durin 
the last quarter of a century with 

out foreign collaboration, í 


BENIGN MOOD 


In its benign mood, the CPU has 
of course, chosen to ignore alli 
this. But the committee has done 
a signal service to the public sec-| 00 
tor by highlighting how its rric- M 
ing policies in regard to both ee 
chases and sales are weighted’ — 
against itself. India is still produce 
ing the cheapest steel in the worl 
(ex-works) because the controlled 
price of salable steel is based on 
an eight per cent. return on capt 
tal plus running cost. Though onf 
surface this formula, evolved by 
the Tariff Commission in 1962, i 
eminently fair, tie capital cost is 
arbitrarily taken at Rs. 1.176 pe 
tonne of finished steel. which app. 
proximates to the actual capital 
base of TISCO rather than that otf 
HSL (Rs. 2.400 per tonne even inf 
the early sixties). This means that; 
HSL is being forced to subsidise 
fabricators and other bulk con- 
sumers of steel in a big way. Such | 
examples can be multiplied. ; 

It is not surprising that the CPU 2. 
comes to the conclusion tat the f 
“advantages accruing from the set- | 
ting up of public enterprises seem 


| € takes the average of j 
months of the year or one Will be able to develop its own 


| 
| ihe e at d personality is also disingenuous 
i n H r t r à n 
| the Beginning, In a Pas for even today each of them has 
| tinuing inflation, it is oby!tS Own peculiarities and its own 
es moet clearly vio:standard of performance. What 


|—ity. The Governme isi 
| 1 the former and for the (decisions should be centralised 


1971-72. The list includes not only 
such commercial ventures as the 
Cashew Corporation (167 per cent.), 
the STC (70 per cent.) and MMTC 
(73 per cent.) but also a couple of 
production units: the Hindustan 
Teleprinters (30.2 per cent.) and the 
Hindustan Housing Factory (25.4 
per cent.). 

It is a pity that the CPU has 
failed to delve a bit deeper inta 
these pools of excellence and give 
due credit to those who have built 
them. But its lapse on that score 
is perhaps not half as damaging as 
its naive acceptance of the lame ex- 
cuses that have been offered for 
poor performance by the heads of 
Other undertakings in the public 
sector. They claim. for instance, 
that the burden of township main- 
tenance and social overheats is 
crushing and largely responsible for 
the losses that the units incur. But 
the records show that the recurring 
expenditure on both counts in al 
the 93 units did not amount to 
more than Rs. 34 crores during 
1971-72. By what standard of rec- 
koning can the outlay of less than 
1 per cent. of the sales turnover on 
housing, education, medical facili- 
ties, transport subsidy and other 
schemes of employee welfare be 
described, as the CPU glibly does, 
as a “commendable effort”? 

Equally amazing is the — very 
flexible yardstick deployed by the 
CPU to assess the Fo ota aia a 

nterprises to self-reliance. D 
tightly credits Hindustan Antibio-|to have mainly gone to a small 
tics, for instance. for  replac- | section of the population li e cot- 
ing imported raw - materials— | tractors, distributors, — suppliers of pr 
lactose, cencentrated corn oil, | raw materials and big industries 
lard oil and calcium carbonate —by and have not proportionately pei- 
indigenous substitutes such as sugar. colated to the lower sections of the 
peanut meal and groundnut oil and | community". But in its anxiety to 
thus saving the country R$. ome |jaud the public sector, it wosiully 
erore a year in precious foreign fails to suggest an effective strategy 
exchange. for mending matters, 


f 


" 
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new dispensation each plant jail- pared] assessing the performance of even 
” on takes! the most desirable of business ven- 
be- Mg St tures, profitability is easier to dis- 
ms FORA parage than to ignore. 
Advis 
¿he Gav's) ANNUAL RESULTS 
í pore iter’, | In fact, the CPU itself has taken 
| ‘73, a i 5 Ny ener ith- im | the t le t te, tabulate 
X, the Wana ia otf and what should be left to the Ww tively and joe ae RET atancial re- 
i TEA by 7.8 per cent SS Ae Mo of individual [tion there | sults of all public enterprises for 
z oio at pus order cPiants Js a matter of trial and” a eran five years running. The table shows 
ou ot be much wierror.. If after n ; Jo. Jand on th|that collectively their net loss ha 
certainly there would no: ad earn early (WO. de» bent modit | declined from Rs. 27 crores in 
Te Sad cades of experience the govern-brer this 1968-69 to less than Rs. five crores 
corded A is Ment has not been able to make 60> Noven| in the following year and further 
ecale and retail Sree ee is mind what allocation of to Rs, 2.86 crores in 1970-71 be- 
nflation the gap between "esponsibilities is likely to yield] in modait|fore climbing to Rs. 19 crores in 
Br the best 1 p : K ' on ces 1971-72. This serves to put in per- 
jthe best results, it will never be) sa th we cet 
‘able to do so. WI $ ^l |spective the — governments rec 
| So. What matters ||claim that the public sector has 
, most for the efficient running of ;| finally turned the corner by making 
A the steel plants is whether some- | ]an overall net profit of Rs. 9 crores 
‘thing can be done t ly during 1972-73. Considering that 
th = hay to SUppiy Š | the 90 odd state-owned enterprises 
SN them with raw materials of the} |account for a total investment of 
X $ YA n SÁ 1 Í | Rs. 5,000 crores or more, the latest 
è ‘ up | swing in their fortunes would be 
ES ¡QUE f Sar] "hardly worth mentioning except to 
x ; lu cui KAENI AA 5 A |underline the fact that, despite all 
2 ET oou | ‘efforts to pull it up, the public 
> $c 4 Á . sector is still far from being sol- 
L2 ou A CE gs A : 
HIN, O UE ES ; | 4 The CPU, however, is reluctant 
zd aeo d s p4 eT edad oD ito call a spade a spade. It takes 
PE IR Y A: inotice of what it euphemistically 
e o NC 2 V wW | calls the low profitability of public 
EFE e. i - > c! ¿ undertakings but only because that 
y 70 gman ae S an clouds” their real achievements. 
* The public sector, the committee 
goes on to say in effect, must be 
good because it is big and bur- 
‘geoning. The government's paltry 
vestment of Rs. 29 crores in in- 
_ dustrial and commercial concerns 
has now grown to the staggering 
- figure of more than Rs. 5,000 
crores. What is more, public under- 
{takings now produce aircraft, ships. 
rail wagons, teleprinters, computers, 
cables, hydro-sets, tirbines, crude 
oil, gas, petroleum ¿2 ducts, drugs, 
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. Reconsidering Gandhi 


And finally, "let not the people 
of India forget that they are heirs 
as much to Gandhi's tradition as 
to Gandhi's courage," | 

Even Current, which rarely shares 
the same views as Blitz, says that 
Gandhiji's “followers have not put 
any of his teachings into practice," 
and recalls some of those that are 
particularly relevant. For instance: 
“a non-violent system of govern- 
ment is clearly an impossibility so 
long as the wide gulf between the 
rich and the hungry millions per- 
sists. The contrast between the 
palaces of New Delhi and the 
miserable hovels of the poor- 
labouring class nearby cannot last 
one day in a free India in which 
the poor will enjoy the same power 
as the richest im the land. 

“A violent and bloody revolu- 
tion is a certainty one day unless 
there is a voluntary abdication of 
tiches and the power that riches 
give and sharing them for com- 
mon good.” 

Writing in Patriot, Krishna Kri- | 
palani strikes a more philosophic | 
note. He does not forget Gan- 
dhiji's failure because “measured | 
in terms of concrete, tangible 
agreement, he must necessarily | 
shrink to the stature of his fol- 
lowers." | 

But even he is angry: “hence 
the sorry spectacle that the most | 
visible aspect of the Mahatma's 
legacy in our country today is the 
colossal increase in public shams 
and private grccd.” Nor does he 
forget the misuse of satyagraha: | 
"No less sad is the increasing | 
evidence that what was in Gan- 


Jike the routine spinning politi- 
ida S M cians engage in on Mahatma 
ADEVAN — Panong prua RIED ai 
aie se e tials on the event have usually 
h me ever mihl Nehru among them) to readbecn a formálity, empty of thought 
LX the Indian pol cal elite takes Hind Swaraj "with his eyes,” thand feeling, for most of the last 
»ar in a little ritual. No incense | book continued to remain neglect<wenty-five years. 
s burnt, no bells toll, no conches | ed, ignored and almost forgotten-- But this October, many com- 
are blown. In their place speeches | until modern systematic scholar- ents and articles have an un- 
re made, articles are written and |ship has identified it for What itxpectedly sharp edge. And some 
last year's resolutions are given a [is as the Gandhi Manifesto. appear in journals of the left that 
rood shake and poured into new} ‘The fact that Nehru argued withformerly showed little regard for 
bottes. Ws all great fun. Gandhi to the bitter end over tbelis road to revolution. | 
Superficially the ritual almost Hind Swaraj thesis suggests and, To some extent, this is because 


4 


B o it were a serious | he was familiar with the book andijis emphasis on simplicity and 
Eccc ob. But any na-|that he acknowledged its impor-\usterity has gained content as our 
tional effort. that lacks honesty |ance. On the other hand, the ridi-fulers move further and further 
Jeannot be taken seriously. It is [cule he poured on it, puzzling a'from his example. But the change 
¿| more like an annual Abore in lit is, can only point to the exis! goes beyond a purely moral re- 
which the political mind of India | ence of a communication bloc| action to corruption and ostenta- 
—all ends of the spectrum—tlexes | between him and Gandhi. This cal tion; his, teachings are being re- 
its muscles for public show. The mean either that Nehru failed tt examined for solution to problems 
same questions are asked and the match Gandhi's stride and shanthat the policies followed so far. 
same answers are given. The over- | his Long Vision or that Gand have failed to mitigate. 
used rhetoric has lost some of its | mode of communication was faulty de 
shine. The doublespeak is more y PIA The comment made by Ahmed- 
easily detected. Otherwise it's busi- | Radical Prescription — — avad's Janasatia is fairly represen- 
ness as usual, Others less daring than Nehry'ali ve. Events in the country, 1t 


Why have we gone through : ; : says, are proving how right Gan- 
x: his tual for 25 irs SS ATOA Eee they heard hum apii was in urging dissolution of 
x ! g the courage to res d 5 
feeling ashamed of ourselves? If ond to his radical prescription the Congress Party after Indepen 
andhi's ideas are all that irre- a sank into a deafening silence, dence. While the poor still remem- 
evant or outdated or impracticable | Slander, Oscar Wilde once said Vered him with a sad fondness, the 
Doer too far ahead of our time | (and he had good reasons for say. Congress, which had risen with 
take your adjectival pick, thank | ino so), is the tribute that medio» him, had shelved the Mahatma, 
—weu-whs not save our breath to m ave to genius. In India we From the same city, Sandesh says 
cool the porridge? Why exhume XO "OUT ME men by keeping that the void left by Gandhiji's 
him each year merely in order to | mum! g Ping death has never been felt as 
bury him deeper still? Now surelv Nehru was not acutely as today. His insistence on 
— I have often brooded over this medioerity. He mav have lacked» Purity in public life was of great 
~ paradox, We don't want to accept | Gandhi's prophetic vision, but ae relevance. A . 
a Gandhi's radical prescription (as- | had a profound sense of history. Trichur's Express 1s more biting. 
~ suming that we understand what it | How then did he fail so utterly It depicts the choice as between 
is); at the same time we can’t|(o sense the meaning .of Gandhi's Gandhism and Indira Gandhism. 
(pet him oif our conscience. He is | manifesto! Where had his percep- Gandhism could still save the 
“like that unpleasant fishbone which | don of the historical and evolu. “OUntty, but the Congress had com- 
has got stuck in our throat and |üonary process gone wrong? How pletely abandoned it, 
which we can neither spit out nor | had he missed secing what even 8 According to National Herald, 
jswallow. What then shall we do |child can sce? ` iowever, “it has not. been possible 
with the Gandhi fishbone? Digest| The question is of more tham ? project Gandhi entirely or even 
fit as we digested the Buddha, so [academic importance, For out of iubstantially into the working of a 
that all that is left of him is an |that failure have arisen, as I view nodern nation state.” Nevertheless, 
emblem on our flag? Or shall we | it, all the ills that beset our young bis main teachings like non- 
take it out carefully and see what | nation. The transmission of power ‘i9lence, ^ non-possession, satya- 
it is like? —and not only political power— 3faha, the cycle of means and 


nobled those who wielded it and | 

helped to convert the opponent | 

has become a blackmailing tactic.” 
* 

Mainstream carries two articles 

that are more representative of the 


appraisal of his approach to the 


: s 3 3 ARI : ” his views on trustceship. 

E was directly from Gandhi to Nehru, ¿nds will always remain relevant," | °°, Ones DM 
Annual Ritual Bas y > Th 4 ; While not criticising him or his 

ET and thence to our present leader- ep bapen op with” awhom | ME ees directly, the latters mode 


ship. Had the transmission not been Nehru was once closely associated, 
In the recent past [ have often PESE by a eco fac Ansists that "the programme which 
| canvassed the view that if Gandhi's | the. whole so-called erosion of Nehru followed as Prime Minister 
E cn rejected him—and the | Gandhi, it is reasonable to assume, Yas a continuation of the pro- 
4 annua ritual only lends poignancy | may not have taken place at all. 8ramme which he had discussed 
Tp R the kolea cab. did so out} ]tis not my purpose in this brief With Gandhi. It is therefore futile 
B s HAS ney cig not under- essay to suggest that that erosion !O seck to put Gandhi and Nehru 
EE. "AM oe vas Ne ws talking [is necessarily undesirable or that 28ainst each other, and demolish 
pat They misperceived — his | there is a necessary connection— Nehru.” 
l d a E NA this aie Was |not indeed a casual connection— * à 
MU TET pe iim ene between the erosion and the na- But Blitz, which has often prals- 
RM have ra ue rent Ga üon's continuing malaise. Here at ed Mr. Nehru as well as his 
a a A NU te Tam et a monist. Every daughter, seems sympathetic -no 
WA eden hee whe doko an (situation. I believe, is the end- longer. In fact it hits out harder 
, id so not (result of diverse causes. What [jthan most others. The Mahatma, 
wish to examine simply is how ajit says, "was the genuine stuff of 
qu Tho m amela SEMI dep d as against the mockery 
national scene for” ; of the slogan raise 
and accept him. In a manner of could have been so QUE e Gandhians” A a 
aye Dolo; into the limbo. "Never before,” it comments, 
a ma "did his immortal ‘talisman of | who have b 
swaraj ring truer than today: | power and ecome hungry 
¥) Recall the face of the poorest and | Another Pear in B 
anga- 


eakest , Q 

E LS e Enc Romy M E iii Kannada Prabha describes 

1 St his 4 Marne. 4 aginary conv i 

to Sestablch a ontemalats ds einge be Of any | the "aresent taljowere. of Gandhin 
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of attack is familiar. For example: 
"In the years since his martyrdom, 
any semblance there might have 
been of honesty among the busi- 
ness community has more or less 
vanished, and to try to revive his 
theory can only be considered 
amusingly irrelevant or as an at- 
tempt to divert attention from the 
need to divest the affluent of much 
of their wealth .and power which 
are at the root of most of the 
social and economic difficulties 
faced by our people." 

Other journals focus on the gulf 
between the words and deeds of 
Congress leaders. In  Manipal's 
Udayavani, a columnist says that 
those who speak in the name of 


uu a 


S3HONVYS ANO102 HSVIYM Y 


SuSE NVOVN VINYA_ LV 318v 
. MV3 - JAd LIKO “YVIVN VIN 3-9 ; 


1 53I)N39V. vus 


^ thé: gre. of. b 

acquisitive, [ig incompre blo SERTE 
ercfore khadi a Fa Nan Tass are i dum 
t E | S mm i 

Made sense. We efort to make o “anes ant 


hi but : Holda 
sk Wwe ah Da 


dhis hand an instrument that en- |" 


traditional leftist stance on Gan- | 
dhi’s teachings. One is a critical | 


communal problem and the other | 


the Mahatma are the very people 2 i 
or | 


the present. followers of Gandhiii : 
EEE Eee 1 


> ee" CPES ET oS 1 IAA 


The Indian Civil Service is reckoned as. among th ETE 
n * | | ; 
four: or five services in the world. But it is also one: 


yaka 
M 


| which has roused criticism and even controversy. Here are, 


some reasons why it has been praised — and blamed 


NE of the objects of the 
impending amendment of 
the Constitution of India is to 
enable the abolition of the 
"privileges" of the ICS. The 
surviving members of this ser- 
| vice are few in number, less 
| than a hundred in fact, and 
| within five years none will be 
| left. Certain service condi- 
| tions and rights, ihe continu- 
| ance of WEE assueti at e 
|the time of the transfer ot both the Government and the cisions. nt QU. rre E UPS Mm 
power, hardly men: the high- people. vided by «the. ita reap d mit himself to be a Usipime EO 
sounding appellation of privi- CD : ., the service from immobility. If positive a M E more the policy in your own light I 
‘lege. Their abolition (or con- Abtei aca, USOS the majority steadfastly stuck and 0, AA NETTO DM Raye! oM lo say. But if 
(dinuanee for that aee ranks quite high. Indeed, it is to rules and regulations, there The Deputy Secretary would use Ud nani not you would have 
hardly likely to have earth- reckoned as among the best four WA always the minority ready his mind more freely and say “I it about it and in no uncer- 
|shaking consequences Si five za a world. Among pa gue oe ioe bes Homies pum ond consider”, or, if CIE 
| e ss. some imme- these it stands out as the on y Ao 1 ung- venturesome enough, even “La 
"iato Is desired, one xe which, partly by accident of Nr. the ÓN s change itself in convinced", But he had to stop . Another good tradition of the 
| Dhink of simpler ways. I think, cumstance and history, has, in the BI AN uua To show at this intellectual level. Some ICS (which of late has been 
| Kior example, that by inae unde uad E ee in form, par SINT e. eno E wer ia yum however permitted be et owing to Leet and 
|4raegotiation the service can be icipated most in policy-making. just vit A aal » Joint Secretary, who Pressure on lime) was the care- 7 
Im cai now bv voluntary re- The traditional distinction that es qi LN un ME A eaa feel this would ‘be ful attentions given | bye eeu 
CQ. ements. Thereafter those who Policies are always made at the undivided -Drevince: In the old the better course” and so on. tO the formation and develop- 
Marsh to serve the Governmént political level and the civil ser- collectors province of Madras, Anxiety and concern was re- ment of their vounger colleagues. 
{land whose services the Govern. Vices proceed to carry them out ins tl (SHA OS when writ- served to the Secretary, but when Ine formal training which the j 
ing their fortnightly reports to things threatened to go wrong, Young entrant to the ICS re- 


per- long as you have strictly applied 


| itment want can be employed on is an over-simplifieation. Many PTOL reduc e [ 
| £mew mutually agreed terms. The policies are unconsciously evolv- eS ee vere remuren even he was not permitted to feel cieved was very sketchy. Re-! 
asize and intrinsie importance of ed through a series of adminis" of Soraga i par tenja format alarmed or perturbed. This cruited from among well or even | 
¿this problem is therefore not trative acts. One sort of dis- iin pO S of hen was the privilege of the Mem- highly educated people on the 22% 
|“great. What gives cause for covers the policy thread later and district in 1946. was da ter ber of Council. © basis of intellectual capacity as iq the 
s . was "danger o Another useful lesson which revealed by a competitive. €X-4]] his 


‘disquiet is rather the underly- then gives it shape and form. ings? ` i ; inati i 
| ing attitudes which lead to so Further it is next to impossible enemy landings”. In one re can be drawn from the experi amination of high Standard, it ats im 
ence of the ICS is on the sub- Was assumed that by and large yained 


jrmuch hog-ha being made about to evolve policies purely in the YT ROC thev would learn by doing. ' i 
na relatively small and seltliquid- abstract. By ‘the nature of By S. BHOOTHALINGAM Wa AA Sed ARCU MO b ee pened 


kating problem. things there will always be a : i 

1 For one who has been a mem- grey area between policy and ad- needed.  Fortunately they are the year of probation spent at lnarked 

“ber of the Indian Civil Service Ministration. port I omitted this paragraph ES Very fashion a Ea ont ata Sa thie ture ates 

ae. prd ) , inki WA ; ; practitioners there are fore, mo nature of ani. 
|for the appointed span of thirty- In the course of its evolution thinking that it was out of date Jess and less. On the contrary, orientation course, In the first Indian 


[i red ue approach of the (he [CS developed these qualit- and sup: I was promptly re- the more one talks of delegation year or two of service in a dis f Td 
end naturally stirs up nostalgic ¡o : Mh eR TK E warded by two letters from the Ao Mea 5 Boho Da ode E 
memories. But 1 do not wish to ies to a considerable degree. Chief Secretary Th one’: was and decentralization the more trict the process of learning by re 

| 3 What enabled it to do so was the YA one tends to breathe down the doing was started in an intensive officers. 


j fi is with an excr- solemnly tick . i : A i 
| fill this column with an excr- encouragement given to the ex- other T a ceed SHA e neck of the man below. The way. but in a broader sense the? 1289. 


cise in aneedotage. I shall ¿ro ? divi Bak gags RA kaa p A 
c : 5 ercise of individual initiative but į : : tradition and practice in the ICS training continued for a few 
^ » VS "on EY ^ ^ s x er i anachr > 1 g E 
[instead contine myself to recall in conformity with established WA d = janacli oni a was more relaxed and less hypo- more years ‘through association panied 
E. o 'S "pj. 4 - y ritia 5 i Í i d E 
policies embodied in laws, re- (though in the wrong way) and critical. If something had to with and the guidance of more pe still 


which hold valuable lessons that AS the scope of Governmental about it. But where there was service: the IAS, formal training | 


| modes of functioning of the ICS y ME CONS $ pay i MIT n s E 
) d gulations, rules and procedures, informed that the order pres- be centralized one made no bones senior officers, In the Successor nying 
might facilitate the orderly evo- activity was not too large, and : 


il o thc E N 5 A ^ 
cribing the format would be delegation it was generally is more comprehensive and im-.. 


d } ivi ices ante P LSU ! C ged. is i 
hlution of the civil SOVICE of policies were not laid down in SE E qd 3s genuine. I have had an unfor- tense, but the follow-up is much 


[r ndia. too great detail, there was always - settable experience in this re- weaker as the more senior offi- 

| e ) a SO CE Che ied A r ehang ; getta xperie ‘ y E 

f We have chosen demoeratic enough elbow room for initiative tabem chingo ER e gard. During the war, when cers, whether because of pre- 

stitutions as the preferred and thought. Thus was en- disciplined way s I was a Deputy Secretary, I was occupation or worry, find less 
s in charge of a particular subject time and are less inclined to take 


‘ans of working out our social sured the emergence of an ade- chin 
| 1 economic development. For quate number of people required ` In the Secretariats where the and was left very much to my on this responsibility with 
t se institutions to function to participate in policy formula- civil service naturally had a devices to start with, After a cnough seriousness. 
\ »erly, well-organized civil tion in the grey area. One of bigger role in policy formula- few months the Secretary of my 
Y ices which can adequately my senior colleagues in the early tion, the spirit underlying the Department—a distinguished As the end of the ICS as a ser- 
MN sensitively carry out the days of my service said that the rules and procedures was simi- Civil Servant—asked me to send vice approaches one would wish 
h j and changing tasks of ICS had come to develop three lar. On the one hand rules and him all the files on the subject to say good luck and long life to 
'. dstration are a basic neces- types: a small fringe of eccen- procedures were all pervasive which I had dealt with during the successor service, and, in- 
j fc Since independence the trics, unruly or incompetent or but there was the safety valve the previous three months. deed, to all the civil services of | 
ya of Governmental activity both; a large percentage of com- of provision for change. Natur- Knowing him well I just sent India. But how long the life 
ti weased enormously. In petent conformists treading the ally enough it was only at the them to him without any ex- or how fruitful will depend on 
Cc y life the ordinary citi- beaten path to some purpose; higher levels that one could planatory note. Three days the traditions which emerge 
Wd bore and more exposed and a reasonable minority of more freely initiate change. Be- later, all of them came back from the interaction of fhe ser- 
| int ‘ment activity, is in- thinkers, some of whom also cause of this one could detect with a simple note “Seen. vices and their political leaders. 
lea bv it, depends on it could be eccentrics. , The mid. subtle differences even in the Thanks.” Rather intrigued, l'un > 
the etimes is its victim. dle group of course formed the style or jargon used in noting at asked him. when I met him next, is m 
NUM ‘ernment means, of backbone of the service, for different levels. Thus one would whether he approved of my de, alipo WA 


the. more bureaucraey. It after all the greater part of ad. find that notes by “office” would cisions. ‘His. answer was, “I ire 
y offic y vital that we must ministration is orderly applica- be using hesitant or fence- may have decided some of them ess 
chai 1 bureaucracy. For a tion of established policies sitting language: “it would in a different way. But that ive 


ibile one will choke through a host of individual de- seem", “it would appear", etc. is neither here nor there. So 
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ident shall nominate a Vice President| ~~~ o | : Th e Li tera list allacy | 
ds h ; [Rmo shall take office upon confirmation [EE 2 p | E B 
! in | as ‘hinges ya majority vote of both houses of $ : | 5. ae Sate | 
| T mi Due At i threatened to E ONgress. 


shoo him out of Patna. pe 
Whatever Mr. Bhandare's illu- 


— Section 2, Amendment 25 


_ AMIDST the welter of violence | hills”; 
U.S. Constitution 


; | 
it is a brand new Idea! 
that is rocking our society | Gandhi E 


: t Was using old words t 
A ent fo its roots, one often hears ironic Convey new meanings. But we tool 
po ee d t was ratified | AT hones chee non-violent society (him at his word, literally, 
sions, Until that amendmen vi ied | ESL TN lent society 
| fin 1967, the Constitution provided a line | 2. 


In a sense, the literalism an a 
the simplification are reflections A 
of the selfsame Process—the sleight 


not widely repo 


‘of succession only for the nation’s top | cause they. origi 


red, perhaps be- 
job. If a Vice President died or resigned | — 


nate from an in- 


accept him, we look around for a| 
most an age Surrogate. "What better than a} 
acceleration which | Gandhi Without tears? 


i 
| 


of a century old—al 
in terms of the 
is the hallmark of our time—hut 
even today it rémains indistingu- 
ishably treadmill. Only the other 
¡day there was in New Delhi 
'in-gathering Of  faithfuls to 
jhearse the theme, W 
ground covered in this latest exer- 
¿cise? Or was it another attempt 
¡to bring about revolution by in- 
cantation? Being an in-group exer- 
cise, one never knows, 


Practical Idealist 


Tt is true that the Mahatma had 
often spoken of a non-violent so- 
ciety. He had also used words like 
Ramrajya ‘and Sarvodaya with the 
same general idea in mind. But 
in doing so, he was utting be- 
#| fore us nothing more ño a con- 

struct, a heuristic device. It wasn't 
as though he was pointing to some 
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az n a pertedieally atte oh takes pes ds pe D which Tone Mean cad 
) XT E son, MENS enodically within the so-called | the cake and have it too. Unable 
i he Sg cd ME dE Kae » == Gandhian movement. to reject Gandhi, unwilling to 
Tas He Meis tions NÓ 2 c The exercise is at least a quarter : 
iof the incumbent—the nation's p | FA 
A 
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One of the assumptions—not 


re- 


or as any new 
ly remained vacant for the 


four-year term. Now, if Spi- 


| «y » legal troubles. force his de- 
| pomp and glamour, gubernatorial shard Nixon will be required 
“office is bereli of power except dur- Hae ae . 
Jing a constitutional emergency. RAMOS remarkably si- 
E Indeed. many Governors before precise timing and the me- 
jhim' have discovered to their dis- putting a new man behind 
[rasa Raj Bon vana Me pill? president's desk. Since no 
| more Nlded cages. r. Dhar- T» M E 
vo dina West Ben- Are specified, NOR 
| gal's first United Front ministry y take his time about s D 
| With the stroke of a pen. was the ination. On the other hand. 
proverbial exception to the rule. jud not only demand a nom- AiR 
One former Governor used to also insist that the nominee ki 
complain, for eXample, that news- questioning before special | 
PASA HAN OMY saure of Would the two houses con- 
| information about what went on po i 4 X 
lin his state although he was sup- SAI SONGO MI nce ser 
posed to be the eyes and cars of [ogether? Would they 
the President. ecial committees to 


: act as a 
The most touching story about eens? The 
{a Governor's helplessness Was told JO y e dd 
| not long ago by Mr, H. V. R, | does notsay. — d. 
|lengar, a retired ICS officer who |House officials insist 
was once Home Secretary in New nes of candidates are 
| Delhi and later Governor of the eNe indica. 


isi s hat the process would 
| On a visit to a state capital, Mr. ferent from the usual 
lengar was invited to dinner by picking a Vice Pres- 
the Governor. When the mea] htrast to the tradition- 
was announced, His _ Excellency balancing,” in which 
led the way into the dining room, 4 -— 5 

| 1 nominees try to cur- 


Nothing could be farther from tha 
ing an aberra« N 
tion, which could in course of timo 

bo eradiçated, violenċe is almost 
the norm. However, what follows 


Ses 


and non-violence are both norms | 
with identical weights. Without | 
their coexistence, a society of 
human beings (not of course ter. 
mites) would be unthinkable. 


‘The point simply is that, unlike! 
us, Gandhi did not wish away | 
conflict. He did not run away from| 
violence. The sight of blood did} 
not frighten him. He was keenly 
aware that, short of setting up 
recognisable. goal, near or distant.’ shop on a lonely coral island, you 
le was too earthy a politician to | couldn't have 2 society sans cons} 
4| look upon a non-violent society | flict, And conflict inevitably led to; 

as even a working. assumption, As | violence, whether Overt or hidden.| 
à practical idealist, Gandhi was| In the past I have vainly tried| 
{Mot given to day-dreaming. to force this crucial issue out 

In talking of a non-violent so-|into the open. My aim was to 
ciety—as indeed in much else that | save the Gandhian teaching from| 
he has put before us—Gandhi was the simplicism that threatened to 
trying to take man outside the pale | reduce it to a parlour game. Alas,» 
j of history and to free him from |I reckoned without the , Gandhi} 
shackling stercotypes. He was put- establishment! For every time my | 
ting into our hands a tool with arguments, uncomfortable as the 
which we could work our way|WCre, were deftly swept under the | 
towards a better human condition, | carpet. Mark you, they were not} 
But the tool was intended to be contested. And contestation is |. 
remedial in function. It was not | precisely what 1 sought. 


designed to give us an easy lift CN : ta $ 
E ud The Plagiarism ; 


¡and sounded the dinner-gong hard. HN ae cur 
| "This" he said angrilv, "is the |th voting blocs by se- 
| only thing I can do without having Dorthern Catholic ag- 
lto seek the permission of my pert or a Border-state 


| ù labor-union support, 


into a millennium. 
But then it is so much easier 
to take a man literally than to 


How far we have digressed 
subject his ideas to critical ana- 


from the uniqueness of the Gan- 
lysis. It costs no mental effort |dhian teaching comes out 


RICHARDSON, LAIRD, ROCKEFELLER, CONNALLY & B 
No Northern agriculture experts or Border- 


"ministers." And he struck the 
| dinner-gong hard again. 


most 
! o | Moreover if the man is widely | clearly in the plagiarism that 
A UL NUS ~ent President naming A y à : ¿credited with a prophetic reputa. |Stigmatises everything we do and| 
m > i a mid-term successor need concern him- mands impressive respect in Congre ion, who will dare look behind |say in his name. In a misguided | 
bd k self only with the views of 535 voters: Main drawback: both at Defense a pis words? If Gandhi spoke of a |attempt to modernise Gandhi—f  , 
A C TA the members of the House and Senate. at the White House, Laird has never h non-violent society, so 


e it: Les | actually a variation of the simpli- į 
Possibilities. Since the Democrats itated to 


voice disagreement wus put our minds in cold storage Rein » anne haye got! 
control both houses of Congress, Nix- Nixon, is thus considered too indepiand pursue fis vision; for wasmt|rid of “non-violence and put in 


: : : he ar its, place a thing called “ ceace.” ME 
on's selection would have to be agree- dent, Nixon doesn't greatly like him. et des than all of us put In AC process S Have dried 
able to them. And since his Adminis- SENATOR HOWARD BAKER, 47. Thus do we have this very ja whole brood of non-words, such | 
tration has been shaken bv scandal, he G.O.P. superstar in the Watergate h tragic spectacle. of the Gandhiap | as “peace 'action," "peace educa«| 
would have to name a man of respect- ings, Baker is one of the Republic: movement in India trying-hard to rend peace IU und so on. f 
able background. Beyond that, it is new lights and could help Nixon achieve the unachievable. Perhaps um Hee cian acon 
wholly a matter of speculation wheth- Watergate behind him. Main drawba ee at See Mor iet Dudes plagiarism is the E 
er Nixon would prefer a Strong nom- Nixon nds it hard to forgive any 26) ear had AS genuine and [Of the day in India- from Alma 
inee who would bolster his Administra-  connecied with the Ervin committe carnest, the  hollowness of the to fiestas. y 
tion but also make him more vulnerable ATTORNEY GENERAL ELLIOT RICHA enterprise would have become ap- | The West never understood Gan- | 
to impeachment, or a stand-in who SON, 53. Respected and utterly TeSp| parent Jons ago. , Nevertheless one | dhi. He was tough, meat for its 
would be acceptable but lackluster. De- — able as an administrator, Richarc Snes See Be acts weak quaker —pacifist digestive} - "us 
spite the official denials that there is any could give the post-Watergate adr Beanies that oes ug an RU os Was E ,Qonviolence E 
list of candidates, the guessing in Wash- istration a believable air of ref 8 pe 


re- | 

a | expended on this will-o'the-wisp | exported into India. Canned and S 
ington does name names. The most Main drawback: Richardson made of the non-violent society. Some|labelled, the new product was Ww 
commonly cited possibilities: appointment of Special Watergate F misguided social scientists 

JOHN CONNALLY, 56. The former Trea- 


ecutor Archibald Cox, now regarde 


haye | naturally hard to resist. At any} © ¿ 
even, I guess, been persuad 
the White House as a partisan en 


build lel P led to |rate, the Gandhian 
sury Secretary is admired by Nixon for uild models of such a soci 


movement, 
ety! sulted Ge its dynamism, took to! 
> n Fri: m ay Lo A t wit a acrity. After all, if peace 
his air of self-confidence and political out to "get" Nixon. 3 Unigu a i 
Shrewdness. Main drawbacks: Big John The only trouble with such lo que W y 


is a convert to the G.O.P. and is closely predictions is that Nixon's actual 1 
identified with oil interests as well as 


inations are often highly unpredict 
Texas wheeler-dealers. Spiro Agnew is good evidence of th 
NELSON ROCKEFELLER, 65. An old 
G.O.P. rival, he is now a fairly cordial 
supporter of Nixon's, and as four-term INVESTIGATIONS 
Governor of New York he ranks among 


the nation's most experienced politi- 


is what Gandhi was all about, 

And not some reckless SAD puente] 

ing with truth and non-violence, 

Sure enough he's our man! 
A peaceful word, a peaceful 

‘ociety—perchance an antheap] | 
O cares? 


Of course, it's all in 
.India has always h 
bowdlerising the teachings of her 
great men that is unique. Perhaps 
it is an expression of the boneless 
elasticity of the Hindu mind, Gandhi's life be 

ink of how we transmogrified | in tragedy, N 
the BU kachia of the Buddha with the first 
. ine the bewildering perplexities | ment. But few will 
cians. Main drawback: despite his age, The Indictments Begin EE A mahayana system. . 

Rocky reportedly still covets the pres. John Ehrlichman, once the ties ése of Gandhi, the bowd- 


In th ¢ As to the nature of t 
idency and might thus start acting on White House adviser on all domesti RR ISO. fho form of ral i i 
his Own as soon as he was confirmed. fairs, has steadfastly denied Knowit belief, the cope eS YAA would say that he 
MELVIN LAIRD, 51. A former Defense advance of the break-in at the offic teaching derives from a process of gie P. t z TAN 
Secretary and Wisconsin Congressman, Daniel Ellsberg's PSychiatrist. A co reasoning that js anything but] rades so za nil 
now Nixon's chief domestic adviser, grand jury in Los Angeles last weel Simple, "When Gandhi pan 
Laird is an able administrator and com- ci 


indhi claim- 
cided otherwise. It indicted Ehrlich d^ he had nothin 
tell us, he was Kidding. 
Violence was. not “as old as the 
ges Ee ibrary, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


p pa 
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tam ied vecrui 
hian ethic | UE HERR 
M^ Br, AJ Ys hamblirt | 
e the Picebersty of the tidien mass B roH S 7 " D e " 
Ne EL NES E ses? as he unwise io warn us! | "PIE Government has constitut- tunities to get' higher education . Certali of | chang 
> - Nba kg naa most in India against the capers and canters of fal ed a committee of eminent are dependent inte one's social are at work and the Wi "n 
Oday to steer us out of the ine 


A : e 
Industrialisation geared tg KI Public men to review the policy status and not on JO or intellec- en of 
D&rrows that are largely of our own the accelerating pace o! technolo. | : S agencies are oblivious UM T 


and methods of recruitment to tual capabilities. Many talented 
g? “More oil" is y, ready ans- sical advance? Writing of his eco. ! : 1 aghed to oli ose 


2 2 


the higher civil service. Three in- boys drop out after the higher cte- 
¡ve might d, perhaps, OMe thought, Dr Kenneth Rivets | | terrciated issues should be exa- secondary examinations. it i agunga ray Mud 
i Mer. bas ot truly that “Gandhi's ex. | | mined to evolve a proper person- again an empirical fact that yA tion of higher education. The great- 
fe San ED ht was that the Indian | | nel policy for efficient, public ad- portunities of higher education in est disadvantage at which this 
E [Myrdal], author e inpet a high power of recupe- | | Ministration in India. First, what elite institutions are cornered by group of first generation students 
| has observed that more than PESE rorramme was to help |] are the assumptions underlying a social group in India. Thus, ás is put is in the sphere of profici f 
MW. What India nee yk ign ` and mof to hinder it." [L| the present recruitment policy? one goes up higher and higher in ai 


; ; Secondly, is there any gap be- education, there is an increasing- Ah d at Brees Foes tT 
mise Aie economie insights, Gan- | | tween the publicly stated assump- ly ruthless elimination of the ct selection for the "is further 
dhijis educational insig too were | | tions and the actual process of socially vulnerable groups, irres- exposed SU ind that a cer- 
mainly correct, The British | | recruitment? And thirdly, if there pective of their merit or talent ` tdo D | 


love, and fearlessne 
h the group of patri 


ti ti 
5 und such a leader, of education had. among r| is a dichotomy between the as- for higher education. This is an a WA ur Tp ANGA 
he might electrify the nation to tnings, precipitatec an "educ | | sumptions underlying recruitment "iron Law” of higher education in the Eneli. n fanus of EN ful 
undertake, late but perhaps not too Middle class" tr tically policy and the results actually ob- India. Thus, one consistent fact TAS canta is id thel Him. fond 
late, the revolutionary changes in from the hard actualilies of life in | | tained what are the remedial mea- about the IAS is that while the i tel el AR prog n G in 
ocial, economic and politica! jn- the country, Aversion to all forms sures needed to ensure that highly UPSC says it recruits candidates the English: Jan Bis i ^ Baraat 
d. 5 ions, attitudes and practices 9! Manual work was a pernicious | | talented and capable Persons On the basis of their IQ and talent, a nestion of eie a 16 but of! 
} | are now desperately needed", pyorodict of this education, and | slone enter the higher civil ser- m ze ne deii 5 m xoci inputs IQ. 
aid-hunting, vote-catching us in turn led to what Rajaji | | Vice? ^ y welgnted in avour of those [ ei petit 1 
iminisiry-grabbing may be Dior has brutaly described as “the A | | "rhe present philosophy, and who have the resources needed to NEU eo s here Eom | 
[but alas? they are not quite enough. es of the middle class”, Gan- | | Methods of recruitment are based acquire higher education in bet- i maly  also.] 
ut alas? they are not quite enough, IOS GE 1 > 1 2 4 : take care of this anomaly also. 
| 3 hiji's “Basic Education’ was meant | | ON the assumption that talented ter institutions, If highly talented when the age and edneational qua- | 
|. And yet, what would happen if to make the child participate m tho | | Young men with a sound academic but socially disabled young men 


background should be recruited cannot enter the higher civil ser. Ufications for the TAS examination 


zi - Ainara Geta. (ake it da «y are reduced to the school level | 
on the basis of an all-India com- vice, ultimately it is the country young boys and girls would be 


Gandhiji were to be with us again? creative life of the region — the 
lin Dostoevsky's novel, The Brothers 10“a1 crafts. industries and occu 


: ` - ions — ASE a liga 1 )etitive examination onducted that loses. The services become 2 ; : 
BM Kina Ivan reads a "poem" rs di RC MAUA p aec onani v the Union Public Service Cont refuge for mediocrity. i d m ms language of RU 
* Te describing how, when Jesus re- meno o Understanding of the en- ME mission. The Uode. T - : motas ¿qual proficiency in the Mi 
] | to earth, he is firmly told su ent. Through such purpose- ME tion is m PT Y gt ins Remedial Measure mother tongue of the schoollevel ]- 
| e Grand Ing rto go back ence ihe Dd Or work experi MM formity of standards anil net us children is an index of equal merit. | 
| leave the rld well alone. fivatg setae expected to cul- an antidote to the prevailing , One remedial measure to cor- Thus the present language contro- 


rs ex a self-reliance and y : ene : ! dsti is 1 i y 
p Gandhiji might receive no warmer ; he tos eae diversities in the university stand- "ect the existing distortion is to versy should be delinked from re-| 


A ae sense of responsibility for well. ` a itiv 'xami i i | 
= [Welcome in the India he loved and benz of the communi ^ “CM | | ards. But this policy has created hold a competitive | examination gional and other pressure groups. 
3 whos E 


: = À ii : spree with a pass in the higher secon- An extended period of traininz 
freedom he won. He would be distortions in actual practice. All KAA > E 5 
almost 105 if he were alive today, India and the world have changa studies conducted into the social “ty examination as the minimum would take care of the need for 


background of the IAS have Qualification. The intellectual abi- proficiency in an all-India admini 


but it is already 26 years trative language. Indian Foreign | 


since ed a good deal since Gandhiji was | b n A iti ] ies 
eatin a violently removed Bo gua ed | Shown that candidates with high fusa dii n EOD DEN T 


i fell at the hands of an as ; : ificati future administrator should be Service personnel learn th ir-' 
d i mers 7 : EA mama | alifications : : S RE aa : exedqurm 

f January 30, 1948. Although he had 26 years ago. But the maladies he | | University, E esee M the tested after schooileaving at the ed foreign languages affer Peenni- 

f loften expressed the wish to live fo He rod and sought to cure have modern professions, who are ex. %8€ of 15-17, It would radically ment. Similar would be the pattern 
be 180, the massacres preceding and mir RTOW end "m. BA KAN posed to urban life and are edu- es ae Soni gt COD Renae the or DA the Denn of exami- 
following August 15 ; sad self seems to be purbiindly As i ai WA aa S and provide opportunities to nation is thc , t 
olowing August 15; and haif-fatalistically . racing to- | cated in premier . metropolitan ; hy talented to ad Pr TUE 


saree ie Dates ht S those who are red ^ der é ; 
universities, successfully compete compete successfully. If young Limited. Experience i 
boys of the school-leaving age are f y 


profound inner OÍ ^i^ 
p ; ne wards self-destruction, Ab this tino | 
X of the cracking of old certainties | 


ng events 
d them, 


in the IAS examination. 


ls 
O ANR = away And the eruption of new challenges, Y] S recruited, it has an added advan- An elite character of the {AS has |. 
[Eno ne MU E R away Gandhijí's ideas merlt at least cere- Social Status tage in that it enables the Gov- another important social  iraplica- E 
; aries * 2 i et Nte ded MULA ful study, These are simply, on the | On the basis of his study of the ernment to inculcate the proper tion. The people who are recruited f 
3 unies of a long life. Yes, freedom individuai ^ plane, inner mastery | IAS for the period 1947-56 and attitudes in the future admunistra- to the IAS have one kind of limited 
| bad come tor which he had Jab- through freedom from hatred and | 1957-63, V. Subrahmanian observes tors. If the recruitment is at the experience of life. The diversity of. 
d Oured for 30 years; and partition fear alike: on the national plane, | | "(a) that the salaried and profes- age of 15-17 years, an intensive India is not reflected in the IAS. 
] jaiso, which he did not approve and a cessaiion o? current tensions | | sional middle class as a whole is programme of training of four to The varied social experience which 
h had felt powerless to resist. through the elimination of the tust | | over-represented, (b) that every five years would have to be devis- would make the IAS capable of. 
for power and demination; and on sub-group of this class, such as ed. This period of extended train- dealing with socially diverse and; 
E Twenty-six years after his martyr- the international plane, the out- | | civil servants, business executives, ing would be used in e ucating pomer wi alors can ln ACE 
DX com, Gandhi the Mahatma is sii] l&Wry of war once and for all, and | | teachers, university professors and the future administrators, in in- ry, 2 d dat aso ae tS 
vaguely venerated by the millions; the resolution of disputes through | | lecturers, doctors, and lawyers, is culcating the: right kind 'of- attl- is Perce, Sa maai Aa 
i and the fighter and the liberator— 429 Ways of peaceful negotiation. | | over-represented in greater or les- tudes, and” finally.in ‘screening must structure its examination 


s 
; ; z sons those who are not fit for this as- tem to find out the level of sodali 
ae Bote and father ihe very signment. ~A sound system of ‘awareness of the future administra- 
much under-represented.” Fur- training can help positively in the tors. Instead of following the school 


ther, graduates from only half-a- flowering of talent, and negative- syllabi, the UPSC -schowa ‘evolve 


b the Father of the Nation—is hon- mhe Gandhian ethic, while 2 is 
Eu oured officially in due measure. But no doubt rooted in the Indian trie 
this 15 the crucial question; has dition, has its close affiliations 


$1 India—or the world—any use for with the Christian tradition as well 2 iversiti ik i, Cal. ly in the weeding out of misfits. its own syllabi under such heads as 
| i y ji 8s . ozen universities like Delhi, Cal- ly RÍA ; e 
L the teacher? Gandhiji began his And we can spurn the Gandhian p Madras, Allahabad, Bombay, Under the system now obtaining. "Society and Economy,” “Society f 
: ¡career as a ceeming dandy. He way only if we are sure that there etc, get an absolute majority of no candidate can be weeded out if and Science,” “Society and Cul- 


went to South Africa as 2 thorough- Sa better 
ly westernised barrister. But within 
a few years all was changed. He 

: gave up luxurious living and adopt- 
b ed the austerities of Daridra Naras 
2I yana, the incarnate God of Poverty. 


wav to human 


salvati . i i sful IAS found unfit for the job after re- ture,” and “Society and Polity.” 
alvation, | RS an A qur of 3 UN MAL cruitment. Thus, a “catch them This delinking of the UPSC syllabi 
dates selected in 1970, as many as young” policy should be followed from the school syllabi would en- 
54 were from these half-a-dozen literally, talent should be searched sure uniformity in the attainments 
universities. Similarly, in 1969, for E UA and SEE ce Me cies Sapre a certam 
i ities in the path o ler i 
aS Seine AA UE should be eliminated by a positive ness on their part. 


social aware- 1 


COEUNT Wa 


He took the vow of abstinence, he = Pare rra Aene SE ci public policy. No candidate of the To sum up, Macaulay's “gentle- | 
B wilingly shared the toil, the bare- pe TER This data shows that a high IQ Scheduled Caste can today enter men, cultured administrators" with! 
guess, the rugged realism, the ele- EA - Jor talent is not the only basis of the IAS without reservation. More a liberal education and outlook re- 
mental humanity of the dumb mil» d pd zt RS 3 success in the competitive exami- steps should be taken by the Gov- present a segment of the Indian | 
jiions. Was it no more than play- PN RUE. DIS. e ERE - Į nation. To enter the IAS, one has ernment to equalise opportunities elite; and talent and merit are 
acting for publicity? A] to be “talented”. plus socially for the talented to enter the IAS; casualties because socio-cultural 
ME : ; z AS above par. It is.the social status and this is possible only if the em- factors obstruct the entry of “talen- 
Gandhiji saw that two formidable pos PY. x - “4 which determines the . basis for phasis is shift.d from “acquired ted" but socially disabled 
evils held sway over the people and jp. iem acquiring: higher education for higher education" to a real search men. A serious effort n be 
o emasculated and demoralised them, || 7. 2. 7 2 successfully competing for the for talent and potentialities in made to correct this distortion in 
| These evils were idleness, enforced || . PR hes VL M eme Y IAS. It is à truism that the oppor- school-leavers. Rat - public ser 
or voluntary, and poveriy, self- UT Y E PET SF ; : 


wrought or imposed by UN ee |; ES La - MA j oF VESTMENT IN 

| was crystal clear to Gandhiji that f dc E dca tao de 

the cure for idleness was work, eRe a (a € PUBLIC SECTOR 
and íne cure for poverty was, 
firstly, mobilisation of all existing. 
resources, secondly, equitable dis-- [ 
tribution, and thirdly, limiting 
population growth through moral| > 
restraint or brahmacharya. $; 


While foreign rule no doubt cave 2 aig ce ES ; 3 Three Annual 
mj an edge to the native evils of idle- h = ~ us ? Plans 
ness and poverty, even the removal] 
| of foreign rule was not going byi 
itself to eradicate the other eyils/ 
Therefore, Gandhiji's fight on the 
politica] front was but a small par 
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uE controversy between the 
generalist and the special- 

| ist is somewhat as follows, The 
generalists’ point of view is 
¡that specialists are single dis- 
|cipline professionals and as 
such are likely to be narrow in 
|! outlook, They are not experienc- 
y ed in diverse settings and are con” 
> sequently unable to take a broader 
look at problems, They do not 
| take into account the practical 
_ realities, They have a trained in- 
capacity on issues beyond their 
>) fleld of speclalisatlon, and they 
~ fight among themselves, The gen- 
2 eralist’s perception about himself 
| is that he ls equipped, with broader 
2 training and experience, he is not 


committed to any one professional 
"| discipline so that his Judgements 
T and decisions are more objective, 
— fair and neutral. 


— The specialists, on the other 
— hand, claim that the generalist is 
Jan amateur, since his professional 
2 knowledge is limited; he relies 
» heavily on his status and position, 
— he is authoritarian and likes sub- 
2 ordinates who do not argue, he 
— brings in 'rules and regulations 
| which ere not conducive to the or- 
< ganisation's objectives. He is tem- 
| porary and has no long-term com- 
~ mitment and that his policy mak- 
ing seeks immediate resulis (to 
— impress his superiors) rather than 
as pes gains The  speclalist 
_ believes that if the politician and 


| the generalist were to leave him 
~| alone he would be able to produce 
j excellent results, 


| 
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Basic elements 


Xt is worth examining here the 
basic elements of a bureaucracy 
&nd of a professional organisation 
lait denier tpalist and the ape. 
e e. 

way of thi Exp ER 


maki 
: ng end communicatio 


specialists: A 
false dichotomy 
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gineers, doctors—find it difficult 


to work in highly structured and| ~ 


hierarchical systems. Even among | 


the specialists, the research 


a more permissive system than is 
required by an engineering or a 
medical-therapeutic organisation, 
The basic orientation of generalists 
and specialists is — different in 
terms of work, authority, inter- 
personal relations etc. These dif- 
ferences in orientation are likely 
io create conflict between the 
bureaucrat and the professional, 
making any team work difficult. 


Diverse functions 


The generalist belleves that he 
is specially trained in administra- 
tion and can consequently 'admin- 
ister’ almost any kind of organisa“ 
tion. This assumption had validity 
when the functions of the govern- 
ment were relatively simple and 
not too diverse, But since Inde- 
pendence the activities of the gov- 
ernment have increased in scope 
and complexity. Whereas, in the 
earlier days government was 
mainly concerned with law and 
order and collection of taxes, its 
activities now extend to manage- 
ment of large industrial com- 
plexes, tourism, hotels, export, 
banking and other economic acti- 
vities. At the other end of the 
spectrum are activities related to 
the development of the small and 
the marginal farmer, the small 

roducer, the welfare and the 
evelopment of backward classes 
and tribes etc. To manage these 
M divérse ^ activities requires 
different kinds of  speclalisation, 
different types of commitments, 
and different forms of organisation 
structures, 


X fs worth quoting the Fulton 
Report here about the generalist's 
problem in the British Civil Ser- 
vice, “...the Service is still es- 
sentially based on the philosophy 
of the amateur (or “generalist” or 
all rounder”), This is most evi- 
dent in the Administrative Class 
which holds the dominant position 
in the Service, The ideal adminis- 
irator is still too 
the gified layman 
frequently from job 
the Service, can take a practical 
view of any problem, irrespective 
of its subject matter, in the light 
of his knowledge and experience 
of the government machine. Today, 
as the report of our yana ement. 

tancy Group illustrates, this 
concept has most damaging conse- 
guences.,.” 


Tt is important 
t tas 


often seen as 
who, moving 
to job within 
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eren re differen 
kinds of structure and different 


e Of administrative practices, 


istrative practices 


either to indus- 


transfer-of government admin- 


sci- E 
entist requires a more flexible and 


| 


À 


| 
| 


| 


» 


pattern with increas- 
Tewards o? 
up the ladder. office as one goes 


On the other hand, the basic ele- 


# to a man. Eut the perso- 
10f woman is such that she 
4 take lightly — the affair 
«e. 


i 
3 


man can take love lightly 


zit leaves no deleterious 
€ on him. But sex relation 
8 @ is insufficient for the 


áment of the sex-instinct in 
| ven. Conception, delivery, 
merhood and the rearing of 
t child are different compo- 
ris of her sex-life. None of 
te is realisable in illegitimate 
le. The husbandless woman 
Mids little satisfaction in casual 
We affairs. She desires perfection 
Mi, love and she loves with such 
pagerness, enthusiasm and pas- 
on that a failure in the effort 
ings her face to face with 
Hisappoiniment and loneliness. 
Love pervades the whole of a 
roman's life, physically and 
mentally and her every action 
is inspired by il. Man can sepa- 


h 
] B 
' 


late love and sex without any 
imotional disturbance, but it is 
hot possible for an ordinary 
| 

Poman. 

NA scientific study of the 
farious problems o: lone women 
h our country B be 
fade. It is essential to search 
ər a solution with a realisation 
$ 1 A 
Bf the seriousness of The prob- 
[ E $ 
fm from the social and psycholo- 
i 

Hical points o? view —(PS). 


i friendly 


the three categories, the 
Pugs, the diets and the practices 
very vast. The chapter on 
Metics and purgatives alone 
scribes 600 combinations of 
1gs. The practices include 
Mercises, baths, massages, etc. 
Mi these items run into hundreds 
if varieties. 
Mental disease and mental 
biene in Ayurveda do not have 
Mactly the same significance as 
By have in the allopathic medi- 
Me. It will be more correct to 
Minslaie the “manasika roga" as 
Sral disease and "mansika roga- 
hiibandha” es normal hygiene. 
n here the difficulty of giving 
exact rendering of “manasika 
ra” in modern medical terms 
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words of a patriot burning with 
new fire. 


Most importantly, Hind Swaraj 


was an expression of  Gandni's 
consciousness about the main 
conflict between India and Bri- 


tain. To Gandhi the conflict was 
between two civilizations and 
not merely between two count- 
ries. Once this conceptualization 
of Hind Swaraj is accepted, 
everything falls into place, 


That is why, on the one hand, 
ne asserted, with a great deal of 
overemphasis, that "Ihe Indian 
civilization is unquestionably the 
best’ and said on the other that 
‘my patriotism does not teach me 
that I am to allow people being 
crusned under the heels of Indian 
princes if only the English retire. 

Therefore, it would be a great 
mistake to revive, as some ortho- 
dox Gandhians are trying to re- 
vive, Hind Swaraj as a blueprint 
for new India. It would amount 


to negating everything that 
Gandhi said subsequently. In 
feneral, such a view would he 


anti-nistorical, anti-evolutionary 
and certainly anti-revolutionary. 
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Nehru was that the one represented the 
collective conscience of India and the other, 
the collective interests of the elite... 


By J. D. SETHI 


is even more relevant in 1973 
than it was at any time before. 


Third, as stated earlier, Gandhi 
was a politician par excellence. 
It would not be an exaggeration 
lo say that there was not a single 
moment of nis life when he was 
not acting as a politiclan, There 
wasnothing apolitical about him. 

Such eminent Gandhians as 
Jayaprakash Narayan and Vinoba 
Bhave, and such dedicated orga- 
nizations as the Sarva Seva 
Sangn, Gandhi Peace Founda igya 
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Surprisingly, Nearu, who knew 
Gandhi better than others, made 
the mistake of rendering his own 
concepts absolutist, ^Panchsheel, 
non-alignment, world peace, 
negotiations as the only method 
of settling international Issues, 
etc, were framed in sucn a way 
that at one time or another when 
they were found to be inconsis- 
tent with the pursuit of India's 
nationa] interests, Nehru's posi- 
tion became indefensible, Gandhi, 


on the otner hand, derived the 
conceptualization of his ideas 
through action. That is why 


he once said that "the test of 
trula lies in action". Writing in 
the Harijan of September 19, 1939, 
Gandhi said: "At the time of 
writing I never think of what I 
said before. My aim is not to be 
consistent with my previous state- 
menís on a given question, but 
to be consistent with truth as it 
may be present to me at a glven 
moment. The result is tnat I 
have grown from truth fo truth; 
I have saved my memory an 
undue strain." 


Therefore, it would be totally 
unfair to judge and analyse 
Gandhi through some  absolutist 
concepts or ideas, For nim truth 
was also not black and white or 
fixed for al[ times. Dr. Joan V. 
Bondurant was of the opinion 
that Gandhi ‘used the fradtion’ 
but only ‘to promote the novel’. 


A DISTORTION 


Often it fs made out that 
Gandhi was dogmatic about non- 
violence. There is enouga evi- 
dence to show that he was not, 
particularly when 1t came to the 
territorial defence of this country 
against foreign aggression, as for 
example India faced from Pakls- 
tan soon after Independence. 
There is another more telling 
piece of evidence wnich has re- 
mained suppressed so far because 
it did not put a favourable reflec- 
tion on Gandhi’s successors. 
Everyone knows that Gandhl 
opposed the partition of India. 
At one of the Congress Worknig 
Committee meetings held before 
partition, Nehru, Patel and Azad 
feared that rivers of blood would 
flow if the scneme of partition 
was not accepted. To this Gandhi 
replied that he would prefer 
rivers of blood flowing to the 
partition of the country. It was 
one of those cholces between 


cowardice and violence on which — 
Gandhi had definitely stated his 


views. To Gandhi, acceptance of 
partition was an act of national 
cowardice, Besides, as we know, 
the partition has solved no prob- 
lem and rivers of blood did flow. 
In fact, partition cut short the 
revolutionary processes of true 
independence that Gandai had 
done so much to start. 
expand. "y 
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of Gandhi to say that he wanted 
to return to a primitive soclety 
with a human face, For ‘him, 
non - consumption - oriented de- 
velopment, practice ín one's own 
belief system, constructive work, 
satyagraha, ete, were all instru- 
ments of revolutionary elite for- 
mation. The masses anyway have 
had to wait for decades before 
they could have even the neces- 
saries of life, not to speak of 
comforts. To Gandni then, as it 
is to us today, the problem was 
of an elite which had lost its 
historical role. In other words, 
Gandhi worked with and to- 
wards a value system and left 
the future social structure to be 
determined by tn future genera- 
tion. Whereas the Marxists put 
total faith in the blind forces of 
history, irrespective of the ques- 
tion of minimizing the cost of 
progress and avoiding the debase- 
ment of,human values, Gandni 
was prepared to go along with 
the historical forces but insisted 
on defending human values af 
each stage of the struggle and 
minimizing the human cost so 
tnat theend product did not turn 
out to be something very different 
from what i£ was i Wa 


UN-GANDHTANS 


Professional  Gandhians may 
have to their credit simplicity of 
living as much as devotion to 
Gandhian ideology but they seem 
to ignore Gandhi in two vital 
aspects. First, by keeping aloof 
from politics they are violating 
the elite-masses dynamics through 
which alone new struggles ran 
be carried on. Non-politícs 1s 
non-revolutionary and anti-Gan- 
dhian; indeed it is ths most 
reactionary attitude which, in- 
deed, tne power elite is prepared 
of support and even finance. 
Such a posture, adopted in the 
name of Gandhi, would sult the 
ruling elite of this country in its 
business of exploiting the people. 
Second, the failure of the Gan- 
dhian to furtaer develop Gan- 
dhian thoughts and practices to 
meet the requirements of a 
changing soclety and the emer- 
gence of new forces is also anti- 
Gandhian. 


Gandhi's main farust was to 
bring about a constant dynamic 
adjustment with new forces and 
new questions of life. To revali-. 
date Gandhi by suggesting that 

.Hind Swaraj was his bueprint of 
India's social reconstruction or 
that  khadi means  swadeshi is 
totally anti-Gandhian in spirit. 
Tts revalidation, as suggested 


earlier, lay else where. Not only 
had Gandhi himself moved much 
farther away from Hind Swaraj 
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'specially the Cabinet Secretary, 
he Finance Secretary and Secre- 
ary of the Department of Person- 
el and Administrative Reforms 
ith the Cabinet Committee. 


In order to work out the pro- 


A POCCSS | | Largely A Political | 1 

| cial c ia eat : > s pg Process : E. 
oque" i in current d Continued from col 5 | 

m has gained his present degree of ad hocism in current de- |... MES nts, i | 
IE pan pan d of the cision-maki ng by _ encouraging |ociate some senior p 


1 ] i ts 
€ "n for su ersonnel policy planning in all departmen s 
the po- Eain a on essential ES LUE with the economie minis 
bure y y sent type of political try. ; f 
conti in 28 Shite SERE Pand die technocrats. — 3. Steps will have to be COND 
E tie EDUREY consisting Long-term political and administra- set up a policy planning. ce 


structs adership; a he deve- in the Party which will enable the 
of political cadres and leadership; tive reform must aim at t piz Darty which vill | 
cipation in ol 


the business and entrepreneurial 
class; professional and trading 
classes; large, middie and small 
Jand-owning peasants; and the in- 


— jare derived from those professed 
EN by this elite. 


one, Till now no headway has 
been made in this direction mainly 
v because administrative reform has 
| so far been viewed only.as an ad- 
, | ministrative process. The recom- 
mendations of the Administrative 
— Reforms Commission and various 
— Other committees that preceded 
— it could not be seriously imple- 
mented by the Committee of Sec- 
—  retaries on whom this responsi- 
bility fell since no organisation 
|, can be realistically expected to re- 
orm itself without any external 
npulses, In the absence of such 
¿external impulses, all recommen- 
—— dations and proposals tend to be 
> Watered down, modified and adapt- 
— — ed till they cease to be meaning- 
SA > ful, 


Confused Aims 
| Perhaps because of the uncer- 


— — tainties of their own future careers 
— and an inadequate long-term 


ance of bureaucratic advice on a OA rat ? Cabinet Committee fo in- 
commitment to the future of the single point basis. Parily, this may gan uot personnel policies and ge for Eier admin 
country as distinct from their own be traced to a tendency to play Practices. 


personal prospects, the percep- 
_ tions of a large number oí politi- 
cal leadership cadres are limited 
to short-term objectives and do 
— not extend to long-term change. 
- — Since aims, goals, strategies and 
wt policies are all long-term aspects 
of politics and administration, 
there is perhaps not adequate 
commitment on the part of the 
political parties, cadres and lead- 
ers to such long-term aspects. This 
is a source of ad hocism in our 
| policy-making and lack of commit- 
men at political and bureaucratic 
evels. 


lopment of such talent among the 
leadership cadres of the ruling 
party. There must be a deliberate 
drive in the party to recruit at 


sionals into the party as is being 
done in countries like Canada and 


Unlike in advanced industrialised 
countries, both socialist and non: 
socialist, the parties impact on 
government is only in terms of for- 
mulation of certain broad aims. 
When it comes to evolving goals, 
strategies and policies, the parties 
contribution is sporadic and results 
very often in advocacy of mutually 
conflicting sub-optimised policies. 
This is inevitable as the party does 
not have any machinery for policy 
formulation. 
` Frequent shifts of personnel, 
both at the ministerial and secre- 
tariat levels, also tend to militate 
against development of long-term 
policies since the personnel con- 
cerned do not have adequate time 
io study and absorb the data re- 
garding a particular area and 
arrive at long-term policy formula- 
tions. 

There is a preference for accept- 


safe. But this, however, tends to 
lead to highly centralised decision- 
making without adequate debate 
within a ministry and to a hier- 
archical system of decision-making 
Which is not conducive to consi- 
dering the whole range of policy 
alternatives. 

"Therefore, it may not be possible 
to carry out administrative reform 
without undertaking collateral mea- 
sures which must have a major 
impact on our political culture. 
However, restricting oneself purely 
to bringing about radical adminis- 
trative changes in the light of the 


parti 


goals, and strategies. ; 
also giye the ministers an indepen- 


then bring them to bear upon the 


bureaucracy- (functioning 


would have beneficial results on 


the bureaucracy itself. 


4. A vigorous recruitment driv 
by the Party for professionals tofi 
join it and participate in its policy 
formulating activities. 

To bring about 
Change, it is necessary to have 4 


wholetime senior political 


functioning as a minister devoting 
attention to this task. a 
of Administrative Change is, there 
fore, called for. This Ministry will 
he responsible for generating the 
external impulses 
ge without being concerne 
with substantive policy in regard to 
different ministries. The principal 
functions of this Ministry shall be: 


chan 


New Ministry 


(a) Identification of the impor- 
tant areas of administrative chauge, 
including the question relating 
to the suitability of structure, or- 


(b) Developing à continuous 
ramme of administrative re- 


prog 


form in various areas. This 


involve a radical revision of our 
present rules and procedures, 
methods of business, concept of ac- 
countability, etc, in the Central 
Government, public 
takings, and model 


State and local bodies 
istration, 


(c) Implementation of 


prog 


change. 


The Minister st 
ed by a 


e effective 


administrative 
A Ministry 


to bring about lireer advancem 
uations, 
llection, and feed 
ent. 
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Sector under- 
reforms for 
admin- 


f agreed 
rammes of administrative 


i is- d forn i sf bdures and the political and social ' 
ix S d E middle and senior levels adminis- dent agency for formulation of hd [ 
2-4 b QUEM, SN ATi trators, entrepreneurs and profes- such policies and strategies and Jilieu and are at the same time 


under 


3 : 3 f : Sali ies. them. In due course, this mutual Jy a modern and progressive ad- 
Va a PENA MN Aa e PCM AA terdction between” such outside Jinistrative structure. The recruit-| 
| a SOSTA AAA Party Impact agencies and the bureaucracy jent should be from people who 


| 


leader 


would 


)i0uld be support: | 
Cabinet Committee d ad- 


ramme of administrative change, 
. is desirable to recruit a y 
ersonnel who are familiar with 
le present administrative pro- 


»mmitted to bring about the 
langes necessary to give the coun- 


ive had experience of 12-15 years 
1 publie administration including 
e fovernment service, public finan- 
al institutions, local bodies, aca- 


lemie bodies and public life. 


The organisation itself should be 
Óflat pyramid with a minimum 
more than three 
Once a body 
is assembled, 

rouped into task forces to attend 
) different areas of administrative | 


lange such as structures, process- 
i, 


fierarchy (not 
#vels). 


onnel 


ent, rules and re-; 


ng into govern- | 
As and when these task for- | 
nplete their particular tasks, 


nge may be referred to the con- 
ed ministries and organisations 
of their com- 


, in the light 
ints, will be brought up before 


publie commitment to such a! 


administrati 
nges and the first He 


d above should bring 
nge in the atmosphe 


.The dominance of the civil ser- above diagnosis, the following Steps ministrative change. The committee 
|| vices is mostly due to the inability are proposed: would consider the programmes oi 
-| of the ruling party to acquire or 1. Setting up of a political machi- Change worked out by the Ministry 
|| develop | appropriate managerial nery which will generate the neces- and provide the necessary clear- 
and administrative talents among sary external impulses for adminis. ance for government-wide imple- | 
themselves and their limitations in trative change and also bring about mentation of the changes. It would 
dealing with technical personnel its implementation. be useful and even desirable to as- 

ctly. In fact the generalist ad- 2. To circumscribe.or reduce the - 3 
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THE President and Governors 
in a 


uanons" 


S 
excepuonal 
JONS forntat 
nsünibonal powers only upon and 
accordance with the advice of their 
ministers. 


few wellknown 
shall exercise 


f 
| 
| 
3l 
| NEW DELHI, August 25, 


their 


This view of the meaning of the 
provisions of the Constitution about 
the powers of the President and Gov- 
mois was declared on Friday b) 
ir. Justice V. R. Krishna her and 
tr. Justice P. N. Bhagwati of the 
upreme Court in a concurring judg- 
ient. of a seven-judge Constitution 
ench, says PTI, 

The bench was disposing: of appeals 
sf probationers in the Punjab judicia! 
probation had been 
who had challenged 
minaüon. 
delivercd 


i 
j 

^ 
WA 
YA 


] 


T 
oy 


| 


whose 
Patminated and 
of t 


by . the 


ief Justice, epted the appeals and 
ashed the orders. 
While concurring with the Chief Jus- 


Mr. Justice Iyer and Mr. 
Bhagwati in a judgment deli- 
. Justice Iver dealt with, 
laid down as law 
1 141, the of the 
"sident's powers and whether he had 
act on the advice oí his ministers 


es orders, 


put ot, 
Article 
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snd abide by it could and shoulú 
exereise his own individual judgment. 
[he two judges held the Indian con- 


or 


stitutional tramework as akin to the 
Westminster system of cabinet oti 
parliamentary form of government. 

Both were of the view that 
in the light of the scheme of the 
Constitution “functions” of the Pre- 
sident and the Governors and, the 


‘business’ of the government belonged 
so ministers and not to the head of 
state. 

“We are .of the view that the Pre- 
sident means, for all practical pur- 
poses, the minister or the council 
of ministers as the case may be, and 
ais opinion, satisfaction or decision 
is constitunonally secured. when his 
ministers arrive at such opinion, satis- 
(action or decision.” they said. 

. Both the appellants, probationer 
judicial officers, Mr. Shamsher Singh, 
ind Mr, Ishwar Chand Asgarwal, in 
their petitions, had projected’. certain 
constitutional issues relating to the 
poweis of heads of state. Both the 
appellants’ services were terminated 
by concerned ministers on the advice 
the High Court of Punjab and 
Haryana without reference to or per- 
sonal satisfaction of the state Gov- 
ernor. Jn the case of one officer, 


of 


though the decision to minate his 
service was’ taken daring Presidents 
rule in the state, jt was given effect 
lo by the Chief Minister alter Presi- 
dent's rule had been’ withdrawn. 


The orders terminating then prova: 
ton were chailenged on the ground 
that since the power ol appointment 
was vested under the Constitution with 
the Governor (or the President in the 
case of central services), their remo- 
val must also be made by him alone. 

Ihe mun contention of the appel- 
lants was that the President and the 
Governor were not just “constitutional 
cousins” of the British Queen or con- 
stitutional heads of the state but rea) 
wielders of powers, bestowed on them 
expressly in the Constitution. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

racing the historical background 
of different stages of the Constitu- 
Uon-making, and quoting extensively 
Irom the speeches of founding fathers 
inthe Constituent Assembly and opi- 


nions of legal celebrities and eminent 


constituticaal jurists in favour of the 
present parliamentary system of gov- 
ernment as enshrined in the Constitu- 


ton, beth the judzes said the Presi- 
dent, under the Indian. Constitution 
was however, not merely a ‘figure- 
head’, 
‘ 
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President can act only on Ministers President's powers are 
limited: SupremeCourt 
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cle 78 wisely used, keeps the Presi- 
dent in close touch with the Prime 
Minister on matters of national im- 


course off portance and policy significance, and 


ters-in-cou 
sider the 
that 
advice, 


sort 


there is no doubt that the imprint of 
his persenality may chasten and cor- 
tect the political government, although 
the actual exercise of the functions 
entrusted to him by law is in effect 


Te Juc| and in law carried on by his duly ap- 
whelming pointed mentors, ie. the Prime Mi- 
was in Ll nister and his colleagues." 


of govert 
Constitutid 


“In short,” 
said, “the 


the judgment further 
President, like the king, 


dos Mr b has not merely been constitutionally 
ent said] romanticised but actually vested with 


cipher. 
of the std tical 


only 
with 


a pervasive and persuasive sole. Poli- 
theorists are quite conversant 


d with the dynamic role of the crown 
e 


which keeps away from politics and 


above Pol) power and yet influences both. While 
Mis vil he plays such a role, he is not a rival 


eood 


204) centre 


of power in any sense and 


“the right| must abide by and act on the advice 
and eicov tendered by his minister except in a 
Ihe judd narrow territory which is sometimes 


? 


Continued] « 


: 4 is invested with power—and the same 


^| to exercise his powers “personally”, 


"| istration and 


4 slippery.” 

'Ihe judges, however, pointed out 
some qualitative" difference between 
the position of the President and the 
Governor and said that the President, 
under Article 74 “has no discretion- 
ary powers." The latter too has none 
save jn the tmy strips covered by 
Articles 163 (2) and 371 except its 
schedule six, para 12 (3) omitted 
since January, 1972. These discretion- 
ary powers exist only where ex- 
pressly spelt out and even these arc 
not left to the sweet will of the 
Governor but ‘are remote controlled 
by the Union ministry . which is 
answerable to Parliament for those 
actions.” 

Again a minimal area centering 
round reports to be despatched under 
Article 356 of the Constitution may 
not, in the mature of things, be 
amendable to ministerial advice, The 
practice of sending periodical reports 
to the Union government is a pre- 
constitutional one and it is doubt- 
ful if a Governor could or should 
report behind the back of his min- 

j| isters 


| “For a centrally appointed con- 


stitutional functionary to keep a 
dossier on his ministers or to report 
against them or to take up public 
stances, critical of government policy 
settled by the cabinet or to inter- 
fere in the administration directly 

—these are unconstitutional ‘feus 

nas’ and run counter to the parlia- 

mentary system. 

“In all his constitutional functions, 
it is the ministers who act. Only im 
"the narrow area specifically marked 

out for discretionary exercise by the 

Constitution, he is untrammelled by 

the state minister's acts and advice. 

Of course, a limited free-wheeling 
is available regarding the choice of 
chief minister and dismissal of t 
ministry as in the English practice 
adapted to Indian conditions,” the 
judgment said. : 

Referring to the contentions of the 
appellants that wherever the President 


| holds good for the Goyernor—he is 
| sovereign in his own right and has 


the judges said that if the vast powers 


«| conferred on the President and the 


Govemors under a wide range of 
such articles that exist in the Con- 
stitution—most of them very vital 
for the daily running of the admin- 
embracing executive, 
emergency and legislative power either 
of routine or momentous nature— 


then “parliamenta r à 
become a dope and national elections 
a numerical exercise in expensive 
futility. p 

“In that case, we will be compelled 
to hold that there arè two parallel 
authorities exercising powers of gover- 
nance of the country as ln dyarchy 
days except that Whitehall is substi 
tuted by Rashtrapati Bhavan end Raj 
Bhavan, The cabinet l shrink at 
Union and state levels in . political 
and administrative authority - and 
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cience, 


having solemn regard to the gamut of |. 
his powers and responsibilities, the! 
head of state will be a  reincar-[ 


nation of Her Majesty's Secretary | 
of State for India untroubled by even j 
the British Parliament—a little taller | 
E poten than the Amermican Presi- |. 
ent. 


“Such a distortion, by interpreta- | 
tion, it appears to us," they said, | 
would virtually amount to a subver- į 
sion of the structure, substance and} 
Vitality of our republic, particularly f 
when we remember that Governors 
are but appointed functionaries and 
the President himself is elected on a} 
limited indirect basis. 


“As we have already indicated, the || 
overwhelming catena of authorities | 
of this court have established over 
the decades that the cabinet form of |] 
government and the parliamentary 
system have been adopted in India and |; 
the contrary concept must be rejected | - 
as incredibly allergic to our political ||. | 
genius, constitutional creed — and 
socratal culture." 


On the question whether the Presi- |) 
dent could exercise his powers, express- | 
ly conferred on hím by Clause C of| 
the proviso to Article 311 (2) of the} ~ 
Constitution relating to judiciary on} 
his “personal satisfaction" or the |” 
same can be exercised by a minister į 
or an officer on his behalf accord- {i 
ing to allocation made by rules ofl 
business, the judges said the President [- 
did not enjoy any “absolute powers" [— 
in the matter. 


of India obligatory," they said. 


“In all conceivable cases, «corn-- - 
sultation with that highest dignitary Mad 
of Indian justice will and should be 8 
accepted by the government of India, , 
and the court will have an oppor- 
tunity to examine, if any other ex 
trancous circumstances have enter 
ed into the verdict of any minister,” 
if he departs from the counsel given! 
by the Chief Justice of India. 

“In practice, the last word in such: 
a sensitive subject must belong to 
the Chief Justice of India, the rejec- . - 
tion of his advice being ordinarily | 


i 


js immaterial whether 


the issue." - E 

OATH OF OFFICE 3 
- Dealing with the argument of the 
appellants that the President's action |. 
is beyond the scrutiny of the court to 
know if it is based on ministerial 
advice, the judges said, "Even so, the 
fact that courts cannot inquire into 
whether any and, if so, what advice 
has been given by his ministers to 
the constitusional head does not mean 
the latter can act as he fancies. Aj i| 
thing is lawfully done not because a | 
court can examine it but because It 
is mentioned by the Jaw. Many are 
the ways, (e.g. Impeachment, censure 
by Parliament, a massive protest) in 
which law Is recognised by the social 
organism. Rights are enforced not by 
courts alone, and remedies are not 
the source of rights.” 


On another argument about the 
oath of office of the President to 
defend the Constitution, the judges 
expressed the view that the President 
defends the Constitution not by deny- 
ing its "spiritual essence" of cabinet 
responsiblity—indeed he subverts it 
that way—but by accepting as his 
constitutional function what his "res- 
ponsible" ministers have decided.” 

The judges replied in the negative to 
a question whether a judge (who a 
fakes an oath to defend the Constitu- 
tion) in fulfilment of the oath of his 
office, can ignore all binding prece- 
dents and decide according to ad hoc 
dictates of his uninforme 
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Legal lum 


pays trilpute to 
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inary passes into history 


LALA HARBANS LAL BHAGOTRA a vibrant personality of Jam- 


mu, a legal luminary and philanthropist, hailing from Mirpur (POK) who left this mortal world on June 7 
leaving his friends, admirers and large number of poor and needy persons plunged in grief. 


. Lest we forget an eventful life as that of 
* Judge Sahib, the author has made an hum- 
ble attempt to collect the salient features 
ofhis past life. I am grateful to him for an 
interview which he gave me during his life 
time and answered all my questions with 
frankness. It may be worthwhile to give a 
Pirie resume of his life sketch and his mis- 
- Sion in life vis-a-vis - the religious philoso- 
phy followed by him. 
| Bkaketra by caste, later known as Bhag- 
otra, Lala Harbans Lal was born at Mir- 
pur, (PoK) on 25.06.1916 (Tuesday at 7.30 
pm) in an affluent family of Mirpur. His 
| father Lal Dewan Chand Ji and grand fa- 
_ ther Kanshi Ram Ji were renowned busi- 
ness men of Mirpur. His revered mother 
|. Smt. Ram Khetri expired when child Har- 
; bans Lal was one year old. Although de- 
void of his maternal love, his father Lal 
. Dewan Chand brought him up with all the 
care. He passed his matriculation from 
Punjab University as a student of Govern- 
| ment High School, Mirpur, in 1931 and F.A. 
dn 1933 in 3rd Division. Unlike present 
_ times, the education used to be tough and 
| there was no system of private tuitions. 
. Thus Lal Ji had to work hard to complete 
his studies. For his graduation, he joined 
< Sanatam Dharam College, Lahore and 
passed his B.A. from Punjab University 
Lahore in 1935 in 2nd division. 
| The education in this college was a 
Building stone for his subsequent career as 
_ recalled by him, and his mental faculties 
got proper expression in subsequent years 
only due to his education from this college. 
fe joined Law College, Lahore, in 1935 and 
ssed his L.L.B. with distinction from 
| "jab University Lahore. His example is 
“ah quoting to the hierarchy ofthe present 
n of education who deny admission 
®t, students on the basis of low marks 
Metage. Here I am reminded of Great 
x ‘Einstein’, the author of the theo- 
ivity, who was a poor student in 
college but later became the 
i t of fiis times. 


Ted 
b 


à t with Pandit Roop 
à assistant with Pandit} 


YA la Harbans Lal 
L.L.B. Lala He 


Chand a Lawyer, at Kotli for a couple of 
months in order tounderstand systems and 
procedures in the Courts and thereafter 
started independent practice as a Lawyer 
in the Courts at Bhimber (PoK). 

In December, 1946, he appeared in the 
competitive examination for Kashmir Ju- 
dicial Service and was selected on merit to 
be appointed as a Munsif Magistrate, first 
on leave vacancy atMirpur and then on a 
regular basis at R.S.Pura on 25.05.1947. 
From here onwards; he had to move vari- 
ous places in the statein quick succession. 

E ; Just after 

; 10 months at 
R.S.Pura he 
| was posted as 
| a Sub-Regis- 
trar Judicial, 
first at Jam- 
mu for a peri- 
od of 4 months 
and then at 
Srinagar 
| ; A where he re- 
mained posted for a Petod of 6 months. 
From Srinagar, he was S€ttas Munsif Mag- 
istrate Rajouri, after the town was recap- 
tured from the raiders. After a short stay 
at Rajouri, he was transferred to Reasi 
where he stayed as MuDSf Magistrate in 
1951. In May 1951, he WS posted as Dy. 
Registrar at High Court Where he worked 
until mid of July 1955. In 1955 he y, 


> ecame 
city Judge Jammu till 1958 when he was 
transferred as A.D.M. B?thua till June 


as 


Xministrator 
March 1961 and 


1959 and then posted 
Jammu Municipality till 


then on the same post at S™agar til] De- . 


cember 1961. In December ^ 1961he was 
posted as Secretary pets tion Commis. 
sion (for Assembly Cons *tencies) and 
special officer for a short SPA of about 6 


4 


F ions i h | 
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Se: 


against the newly created post. He worked 
there for one year and on 4th August 1965, 
he was posted as Sessions Judge Udham- 
pur, where he remained for two years. On 
19th September 1967, he was posted as 
District and Sessions Judge Jammu and 
remained on this prestigious position fora 
period of 4 years till 26.06.1971 when he 
retired from active service on Superannua- 
tion. 

After retirement he was posted as one- 
man commission to enquire into the charg- 
es of ‘Food Adulteration in Jails' and then 
Special Judge State anti-Corruption Organ- 
isation for a short period. He was made 
Director Jammu and Kashmir Bank from 
1972-1980. In 1977, he was elected as MLA 
from Jammu-West Constituency and re- 
mained MLA from 1972-1978 (the only 
assembly which completed its full six years 
term during those times). He was elected 
to the assembly on Janata Party Ticket. 
Thereafter, he started his private practice 
in the State High Court in Jammu in 1984 
which he continued till 2004. 

Besides the aforesaid positions held by 
him during his service career, he had to his 
credit of being elected as a member of the 
Senate from Registered Graduate Constit- 
uency from 1957 to 1969, member of the 
Governing Committee of the Syndicate of 


the University of Jammu and Kashmir 
from 1961 to 1969 when 


bifurcated into J ammu 


Although approaching 88, hehad noe 
problem 


its to ge 
in prayers. Smilingly, he sai 


and prayers, clean mind, good intentions, 
extremely helpful nature for the needy and 
above all his spiritual attainment which 
he did not describe, contributed to his long 
healthy life. He had some very sad events 
of his life, imprinted in his mind, which 
may perhaps have been one of the causes 
of the modeling of his special way of life. 
His father Lal Dewan Chand was tak- 
en prisoner during the holocaust of Mir- 
pur in 1947. He was confined in Alibeg 
camp which witnessed coldblooded 
slaughter of innocent persons every day 
by the raiders. He lived under the shad- 
ow of death. It was his providential es- 
cape, that during the exchange of old pris- 
oners, he reached Jammu to see his son 
newly appointed as a Munsif Magistrg 
at R.S.Pura in 1947. But alas! He 
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the later and adminis tor Sri- 
unicipality, narrated the tijustice 


igh Court by engaging Baks)i Ishari 
Singh as an advocate and paid for the same 
om his own pocket. The writ petition suc- 
ceeded and S.Baljit Singh along with sev- 
en other candidates who were also victims 
of injustice got admission in MBBS next 
year in 1968. Bhagotra Sahib because in- 
Separable part of their family. 

Judge Sahib is survived by his three il- 
lustrious sons and a daugther and grand 
children. Lastly, I wish a Tx: aot Sie 
lished by his family. ea + 
his cheri 
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xternal Affairs Minister K 
Natwar Singh, under the new 
| dispensation, has sent sharp 
| signals to Pakistan, not once, but 
A repeatedly, before a composite dia- 
Jd! logue process begins to resolve the 
|| contentious Kashmir problem. 

In his candid remark he has made 
jit clear that his first question to his 
‘a | Pakistani counterpart, Khurshid 
Mehmud Kasuri, at the negotiating 
table in August will be *when Islam- 
2 abad plans to stop its terrorism pro- 
| gramme?’ The new minister was 

frank enough to put forward his 
yd, point that talks with Pakistan would 
225 be pursued on the basis of the Shim- 
Fla Agreement, which provides the 
73 framework for mutual commitment 

"| to dialogue for resolving differenc- 

2 es and not to take any unilateral 
^2 action. Natwar Singh has also sug- 
o | gested that India-China agreement- 
EEN — not to allow differences on bor- 
| der issues to mar progress on other 
A fronts-should be made applicable to 
2 1 improving relationship between In- 
LS dia and Pakistan as well. 

x. However, his straightforward 
22 statement has raised hackles in Pa- 
2 kistan that Kashmir cannot be treat- 
fed as a ‘border dispute’. The pre- 
3liminary talks are slated to begin 
à for two days on June 27. Now that 
| the ice has started melting on the 

— Kashmir Himalayas, over 4000 ter- 
ZU rorists are waiting in their wings to 
slip into Kashmir from Pakistan, to 
225 continue subversive activities and 
4 spill over blood of Kashmiris. 

ET Pakistan cannot escape from the 
Bo While seeking peace with 
25 India, it continues to use its ‘jihadi 
| infrastructure” in Jammu and Kash- 
T | mir. About 85 to 100 terrorist train- 
"Jing camps are operational in PoK. 
"| Even though Pakistan President Gen 
| Musharraf had ordered ceasefire, and 

Jin its wake lull prevails along the 
| LoC, Pakistan has held its hand firm- 
ly on the ‘terror tap’. Over 370 
"| militants and 120 security force 
y J| personnel have been killed since 
January, in encounters. The latest 
7 incident occurred when the terror- 


"lists engineered an IED blast on the 
| 


Srinagar-Jammu Na- 
tional Highway, kill- 
ing 33 BSF person- : 
nel and their fami- 
lies. 

Pakistan-trained “ 
terrorists launched a 
grenade attack on 
the residence of 
former  Hurriyat 
Conference Chief, 
Mirwaiz Umar Fa- 
rooq, and wounded £ 
his uncle, Moulvi É 
Mushtaq, in a 
mosque, in a bid to 
derail the ongoing di- 
alogue between the 
Centre and the Hur- 
riyat. But Mirwaiz escaped. He 
blamed for the attack the breakaway 
group of the Hurriyat, led, by dic- 
hard Jamait-e-Islami leader Syed Ali 
Shah Geelani. 

When will Pakistan say ‘to hell 
with jihad; to hell with terrorism’, 
which has now recoiled on Pakistan 
itself. Serious negotiations will be- 
come impossible, because Pakistan 
has kept the Damocles Sword dan- 
gling over India. Is it to pressurize 
India to submit at the Table in favour 
of Pakistan? Perhaps Pakistan is 
under a false impression that it will 
have an upper hand by allowing so- 
called mujahideens a free hand in 
Kashmir. 

There is a school of thought in 
Pakistan, which believes that Kash- 
mir is no longer a bilateral dispute 
that can be discussed ‘within the lim- 
ited ambit ‘of the Shimla agreement. 
Pakistan has a wrong notion that 
much water has flowed down the 
Indus since Indira Gandhi and Z A 
Bhutto had signed the Shimla agree- 
ment in 1972. So what? It was Pa- 
kistan which violated the Shimla 
accord by enginecring proxy war. 

India is opposed to Pakistan's 
two-nation theory. Kashmiris had 
rejected this theory way back in 
1950. It was then that the General 
Council of thé All Jammu and Kash- 
mir National Conference (then led 
by Kashmir leader Sheikh Abdullah) 
had opposed the ‘anti-democratic’ 
two-nation theory. The N C had 


LoC as international 
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vowed to nail the two-nation theo- 
ry in Kashmir. When Kashmiris de- 
cided not to join Pakistan and miffed 
Pakistan's founder Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah, the latter resorted to a plan 
of annexing Jammu and Kashmir by 
force. But Kashmiris resisted this 
challenge unitedly and joined India. 
Jammu and Kashmir entered into 2 
legal association with India and the 
N C considered the Act of Acces- 
sion as ‘final and irrevocable’. 

To undo Pakistan’s aggression, 
the Indian forces defeated Pakistani 
raiders, but later as a ‘loyal mem- 
ber’ of the United Nations, placed 
the Kashmir question before the 
Security Council. That was a great 
blunder. 

While agreeing that Pakistan had 
committed aggression by sending 
tribesmen and subsequently the 
armed forces into the territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir, the Security 
Council's mediator Sir Owen Dix- 
on, instead of suggesting that con- 
ditions following from aggression be 
undone, made strange suggestions 
like * the area under the occupation 
of the aggressor should be secured 
legally for him (aggressor- Paki- 
stan) and that the area al present 
with the lawful government ( India) 
be further parcelled out arbitrarily 
into the disputed areas’. 

But subsequently, the U N told 
Pakistan to vacate from the occu- 
pied territory before a plebiscite 
could be held. Till date, Pakistan 


— — NNNM — 


has failed to 
* comply. Instead 
zit has violated 
i the Shimla agree- 
Ws ment and slapped 
R 
j 


militancy on 
Kashmiris. 

The General 
¿2 Council of the N 
C adopted a res- 
olution on Oct 
“$9827, 1950, to 
condemn the Sir 
Owen Dixon re- 
port, which it 
said “had adopt- 
ed novel meth- 
ods’ of dealing 
with the Kashmir 
issue. “The report had not only de- 
feated the very objective on which 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir. 
had placed their faith, but also side- 
tracked the issue and violated the 
fundamental principle embodied in 
the charter of the United Na- 
tions...” 

Although President Abdul 
Kalam, in his address to the joint 
session of Parliament has removed 
Pakistan’s irritancy by observing 
that India will pursue dialogue with 
Pakistan on all outstanding issues 
on a ‘sustained’ basis, within the 
framework of the Shimla agreement 
and all subsequent accords, Pakistan, 
in its own interest, should not feel 
gleeful and allow the U S to playa 
mediatory role. It will not augur well 
for Pakistan. 

Neither should Pakistan take 
comfort from the fact that India- 
Pakistan dialogue was being held in 
an ‘international framework’. This 
inference seems to have been drawn 
from an interaction the U S Secre- 
tary of State Colin Powell had with 
journalists in Washington, where he 
spoke about his administration's 
‘contribution’ to India-Pakistan 
peace process. Powell has said he 
was aided in his ‘efforts’ by a host 
of ‘international leaders’ and —— 
in an “international frame- 
work we were able to persuade the 
Indians and the Pakistanis that they 
should start talking to one another, 
and in January they produced à 


border .... 


walia it means Pakistan has succeed- 


framework agreement” 
Americans must inden ia 
hecause of people-to-people con: 
tact between the two countries. 

_ Obviously, the message for Prime i 
Minister Manmohan Singh makes 
it clear that ‘peace with Pakistan 
could not be brokered outside the 
International framework’. Pakistan 
should judge the role of Colin Pow- 
ell in Iraq. 

Why Pakistan felt slighted by 
Natwar Singh’s reference to the 
Shimla accord is the fact that in the 
US view, India was harping back on 
old positions that some observers 
believe “ will not be acceptable to 
Pakistan and the US now’. Inter 


ed in making Kashmir an interna- 
tional issue, India needs to make its || 
position clear on this new develop- 
ment, if any. 

Pakistan continues to harp on |: 
the U N resolution, favouring a 
plebiscite in Kashmir. But the pleb- 
iscite is a dead issue and cannot be 
resurrected, Pakistan has no right 
to speak for Kashmiris. It is not 
the question of Islam, for had it 
been so, 30, 00,000 Muslims would 
not have been killed by Pakistani 
forces in Bangladesh before its 
separation. 

Pakistan is keen for an active 
and big-brotherly role of the U S, | 
which is dangerous, after seeing its | 
operations in Afghanistan and Iraq. | 
Saner elements in Pakistan should 
assert and make the military leader- 
ship understand that Bush-Powell 
intervention will harm not only 
Pakistan but also the entire South 
Asian region. 

WA Conference leader Dr 
Farooq Abdullah and former Paki- 
stan Premier Mrs Benazir Bhutto 
have among others sugg to make 
the LoC an international border. 
That seems to be the only 
If Pakistan fears a backlash 
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/Pak committing atrocities, huma: 
| T ie 


rights violations in PK 


| NEW DELHI, July 4: of the European Union of Public Rela- Shia tradition. | 

| = tions said in the recent years, religious Mr Shah pointed out that students 

| , Despite efforts by several organ- fundamentalists and the “Jehadl" out- protesting the imposition of this sylla- 
Isations to expose flagrant viola- fits had infiltrated into the region with bus have been beaten and jailed. — ! 

| tion of human rights in Pakistan full connivance of the Pakistatiauthor- Mr Gul Nawaz Khan on behalf of 

| 

| 


occupied Kashmir (PoK) and north- itics. | the Interfaith International said the 
ern areas of Gilgit and Baltistan, “The ISI has made Gilgtand Bal- Sunni majority in Pakistan had tried to 
Pakistan has continuously been tistan a safe haven for international "Sunni-ise" education through its Min- 
suppressing the fundamental ang terrorists,” he maintained istry of Kashmir Affairs. kv; 
democratic rights of people in these "[naccessible arcas away from the *Human rights activists like 
| arcas. gaze of the international community, Haider Shah Rizvi and Basharat 
| Several organisations, including the security forces and intelligence Shafi of the Balwaristan National 
media houses, and human rights activ- agencies of Pakistan cóntinue to vio- Front have been under detention 
ists have raised the issue of continuous late the local's human iilis," he point- for more than a year on fabricated 
| Suppression of human rights in PoK and ed out. charges of sedition,” Mr Khan stat- 


| the northern arcas by successive Paki- "The notorious intelligence agen- ed. i 
e Governments at various interna- Cies recruit innocent Kashmiri youth — , At the 59th session also Mr Ali had 
tional fora. for subversive actiyilies.... Pakistan's. cited several incidents of violation by 


Organisations like the European claim to champion the cause of the Pakistani authorities; He said Pakistán 

! Union of Public Relations, the In- people of these areas is nothing. but wanted mor e 1 

| ternational Kashmir Alliance, the hollow and self-serving propaganda,” PoK to Pakistan rough a 

| Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity Or- he said. means, " uw 
ganisation and the Interfaith Inter- Elections in PoK were being rigged In their respective reports on thc 
national have consistently been high- and constitutional fraud perpetrated in human rights situation in PoK and the 
lighting the plight of the people in the northern areas, he said at the ses- northern areas, both JKHRM and CAI 


'PoK and the northern areas at sev- Sion from Math 15 to April 23. have said the Pakistani Army and in- 
eral Sessions of the UN commission “The Constitution of PoK com- telligence are committing atrocities and 
on human rights. pels the people to accept the rule large-scale repression of political work- 


According to informed sources, of Pakistan despite the fact that ers. 
Pakistani authorities are denying they had not acceded to the coun- 
political and human rights of peo- try," Mr Ali, who is the'secretary- 
ple and they continue to suffer at general of the International Kash- 


CAI in its 2001 report on Pok 
pointed out how terrorist groups ha- 
rassed and blackmailed ordinary resi- 


the hands of those “who profess to mir Alliance, pointed out. — ^ dents and asked to transport arms across 
_be committed to the so-called cause "Despite the so-called polls in POK, the border into India “Political work- 
| of Kashmir". it is the Chief Secretary and the In- ers are being killedby Pakistani intelli- 


Human rights organisations like the Spector General of Police who are the gence agencies,” it added. 
Jammu and Kashmir Human Rights de facto rulers,” he said. Pakistan un- News reports emanating from På- 
Movement (JKHRM) and the Toron- leashespropaganda on its official radio kistan have also highlighted the plight 
to-based Council of Advocated Inter- and television, he added. ` of the people and the increasingly de- 
national (CAD), have time and again He expressed concern about people teriorating human rights situation [n 
akistani Army is com- Of PoK being deliberately keptilliter- PoK and the northern areas. 

nd gross violation ate and backward and lack of educa- On June 11, the Daily Times;.a 

PaKeand the north- tional facilities and economic develop- leading English-daily, reported that 
ment in the region. the Pakistan Army and the Paramil- 

Regarding political workers, MrAli itaryforces demolished 30 houses ín 
said they were being constantly perse- Chilmisdas village in the northern 
cuted. At the same session, Mr Amir areas and imposed curfew in the 
Shah representing the Afro-Asian Peo- on June 94. 
ples’ Solidarity Organisation said reli- It repo. 
the UN gious discrimination had been institu- rested 20 i 
in Gene. tionalised by manipulation of school 
syllabus and deleting reference to the 


i governments 
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How plebiscite was sc 


A. Shimla Agreement 


Trae vierta otarated This is precisely what the Indian 
Pakistan €nvoy meant by saying inthe UN 


insurgency in Kashmir, 


| is raking up Kashmir question on 
all platforms it can reach, OIC at bark but the caravan of India's 
Ankara, SAARC at Colombo and democracy and commitment to 

UN. As a Cover international peace will keep on 
for violation of the established moving. The second question is 


now lately at the 


international law that NO Country 
should interfere in internal mat- 
ters ef other countries, Pakistan 
speaks of solving Kashmir prob- 
lem in accordance with the UN 
Resolutions passed nearly 43 years 
ago. In doing so, Pakistan wants 
to inject a dose of legality into her 
claim over Kashmir and at the 
same time to carry the blame of 
violating (or not honouring) the 
UN Resolutions to the doorsteps 
of India. Simultaneously, Paki- 
stan has been meticulously avoid- 
ing all reference to Shimla Agree- 
ment of 1972 in which both coun- 
tries agreed to settle their differ- 
ence bilaterally and without rak- 
ing up issues on international 
platoforms. Before we proceed to 
analyse why Pakistan wants to 
ignore Shimla Agreement and 
instead harp exclusively on the 
UN Resolutions of 1948-49 on 
Kashmir and interpretation of these 
resolutions, it should be clearly 
understood that by violating the 
vital clause in Shimla Agreement, 
Pakistan has undermined its credi- 
bility and struck down its regard 
for honouring commitments made 
by its duly elected Prime Minis- 
ter. The present government is in- 
no mood to honour the commit- 
ments of its previous representa- 
tive government which was duly 
elected by her people through 
fair and impartial adult franchise. 
Shimla Agreement categorically 
stated that both countries will 
desist from propaganda campaign. 


against each other through offi- . 


cial and non-official média, and 
that they shall resolve their dif- 
ferences through bilateral nego- 
tiations eschewing the use of force 
and without intervention by a 
third party. Both of these two 
vital clauses have been blatantly 
violated by Pakistan in regard to 
Kashmir situation and there is no 
need to ask for a proof. Two 
question arise. One, if Pakistan 
finds it expedient to go back on 
own commitments made in 


|^ Shimla, what should then stop 
India from disowning any com- . 


mitment made in the UN? Does 


. Pakistan think that any commit- 


ment India made to the UN is 
sacrosanct but the one she for- 
mally made at Shimla is profane; 
that the former is to be upheld at 
any cost and the latter to be vio- 
lated at all costs?;Since this is no 
logic, therefore, India cannot be 
hoodwinked by a crude double- 


= 


our. Not only thét, floutin doing in d $0 f 

Shimla Agreemerat is Beinen Prod bits im 
way of discre/diting the major Before go) iing stt: h j 
oppositionpojliticalpartyofPaki. Resolution |s of ist On to thé 
stan which vivas in power at that take up piefatorie: ^^» let us 
time. It uncJovers,deep political readers arı idea o. Bive the 
schism by jwhichicontemporary perceptions of KashriKistan's 
Pakistan py lity is rent. A'democ- while the State was stiuation 
| "sei racy' which thinks and acts along decision about its fufike a 
Pakistan, claiming to have rozue  narreuw political vendetta against British paramountcy lapce 
to power as a result of f ‘ait elec. its political opponents, is too June 17, 1947, varely two'n 
tions, does not ene com- dangerous to be admitted to any before the formal declarat 


standard in international relations, 


the other day that the dogs will 


that if the present government in 


(m 


mitment of one of its 9, Previous credence. Therefore the voices independence, Mr Jinnah’ 1 
governments formed 2 £ legally iraised in Pakistan against Shimla "With the lapse of paramour 
and constitutionally as + the pres- ‘Agreement, raised to rake up and all India States would autom! 
ent one, what guarantee iS there, internationalise Kashmir issue, are cally regain their full sovereign, 

that future governments / in*Paki- the voices of only those who are and independent status.They ar& — 
stan will honour whate {Vet com- fighting their overwhelming po- therefore, free to join either o 
mitmentsthe present go 4vernment litical opponents inside thecoun- the two dominions or to remain 
makes. And if the preseki gover- try. Why should India become a independent,.” He reiterated his | 
ment is followed 5 victim of internecine war raging Stand a month and a half later on 


ly a regime of 
one of the top brasi in that coun- July 30, 1947. In the light of Mr 
try which appears KO bè“ likely By Jam Sabuhi Jinnah's statements, the State of 
J&K was free to join either of the 


now, India's appreshensic. ; <duld 
be even worse. Ffully conscious 
of these eventualiities, New Delhi 
has taken the right course in in- 
sisting upon Palkistan for obser- 
vance of the (clauses of Shimla 
Agreement in [letter and in spirit. 
The cogent point has been well 
taken by the British and Ameri- 
can official ‘circles. The British 
Prime Minister, Mr John Major 
has put it succinctly that Shimla 
Agreement supersedes all UN 
resolutions on Kashmir. It pre- 
cisely meant that Pakistan cannot 
set aside her commitments made 
at Shimla, and go about invoking 
UN resolutions made more than 
four decades ago. It should be 
recalled that since history would 
not come to a halt in the year 
1948, Pakistan realised in 1972 
that UN resolutions made 25 years 
earlier made but little sense in the 
drastically changed circumstances 
in the subcontinent and in the 
region. Her reckless adventure 
against India in that year aimed at 
wrestling Kashmir by force of 
arms, was a bitter lesson which 
led to the disintegration of Paki- 
stan. Hence arose for her need of 
revaluating entire gamut of rela- 
tionship with her neighbour. In- 
dia's magnanimity apart, it was 
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto's diplomatic 
skill to have bound India into that 
agreement and therewith saved 
Pakistan from further disintegra- 
tion particularly the separation of 
Sindh. India believed that a frag- tyfour years elapsed since those & 
mented and truncated Pakistan resolutions were passed and the 
could pose no less a dangertothe generation of leaders and nego- ensuing im 
disruption of peace in the region. tiators who had handled the issue the Popular poli} 
Today Pakistan Government is and marathon debates is almost 4Puteq a py Political party. NC, 
side-tracking the Shimla Agree- gone. The new generation, there- T the Power delegation 
ment because it restrains and curbs fore, should not go by word of 'P#rSuage Pak E. G.M. Sadi 
state sponsored terrorism of that mouth but try to critically exam- an Jerstana aut 
ine and interpret the stipulations : = 
of e resolutions on which 
akistan is now harping hard. 0D 7 Mber 
This is precisely what we intend Made Dis sta, 
: invasion, 


"in Pakistan which, according to WO deminions or remain inde- 
many reliable western and Paki- pendent. In Kashmir, as we know, 
stani sources is reflected in the 2 Strong movement demanding 
developments in Sindh, Baluchis- democratic rights of the people 
tan, Saraikistan and POK. The had been going on under the 
tirade unleashed against PPP by leadership of National Confér- 
the present regime is that it had £nce, a popular and powerful 
sold away Kashmir to India, and national political party. The ruler 
is now reclaiming it. There is a Of the State, conscious of com- 
powerful movement in POK Plexdemographic distribution of 
demanding withdrawal of Pak Population in the State and of the 
troops from the territory and res- democratic aspirations of the! 
torationoftheoccupied Northern People, decided to maintain status | 
territories. The Jiye Sindh move- quo vis-a-vis the dominions to 
ment demands nothing short of give it some more time to decide 
separate state fot Sindhis. The the future of the state. There was 
Ahmadiyyas have already been nothing in this proposal to contra-. 
declared non-Muslims and the Yene the mechanism of transfer 
extremist Sunnis are vociferous Of power after the lapse of para- 
to include Shias of Pakistan jn mountcy. Government of Indiz 
that category. Yet Pakistan goes. agreed immediately and Pakistar 
about berserk forselfdetermina- too, though with some.reluctance 
tion of Kashmiris. But shortly after that, Pakistar 
UN Resolutions: Government imposed economic 
ADe Pieni niee tM Me anda embargo on Kashmir denying 
carried out by Pa naout UN -Suppl i 

resolutions on Kashmiris to cre. RACE UIT goods tore 
ate an impression with the Ka. 
shmiris and others that these were 
‘just and favourable’, and that their 
implementation would have put JV : r 
India to a disadvantageous posi- Road was fhe only viable link 


punished for impropriety. For- Pleas had no 
Zlin 


Stent for 
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country, and forces her to behave 
as a civilised and ible state - 
answerable to world community 
in her good international behavi- 


vilh he rs 
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There are hundreds —thousands?— 

By Dr. R.L. Bhat suspected to be terrorist-operatives 

n engincer trained in En- active all over the nation, working 

gland, scion of a billionaire Al the instructions of their masters. 
family, personal wealth in There are more hundreds, who are 
millions, an acolyte of sorts to the Yet to be suspected, known or no- 
capitalists wesr's'struggle'againstthe. iced. They are the real assets of 
communist occupation to promote the terrorists. The case against the 
democracy in the Jirga-loving Af- JNU professor for the attack on 
ghanistan? A brilliant Youngman, Parliament many not have been 
alumni of the prestigious London ‘proved’ but the technical acquittal 
School of Economic, of serious dis- does not answer what an a profes- 
position as if contemplating prob- Sor in one of the most prestigious 
| lems that Noble-laureates usually do? universities was doing hobnobbing 
The son of a retired chief engineer, with the terrorists. The attack on 
sent to USA as much to train for a Parliament is an irrefutable fact. It 
pilot as to escape being bearing en- -happened. The terrorists killed 
listed by the rampant terrorist re- there were identif ied. They could 
cruiters in the Valley? Boys in pro- not have operated in the high secu- 
fessional courses like medicine and rity area, in the union capital, alone. 

| engineering, school teachers teach- They certainly had accomplices, 


| ing nursery and primary classes, pr. most of them unknown to the po- 
|licemen, laymen, unemployed lice records.That is how they suc- 
| youth, singers and dancers, em- ceeded in perpetrating the greatest 
ployed persons, graduates and post- Crime against this nation. Somebody 
| graduates, a professor in the most did that. Somebody assisted them. 
prestigious medical institute this Somebody was unknown to police, 
| side of AIIMS vying to become an Security and agencies and hence was 
| institute at national may be inter- able to aid and abet it, 
level, a nuclear scientist in a four- 
y university? Canany oneofthem active police force would know 


terrorists? Oh, Yes! 


i would have been eradicated | 
i » If GO aNeoaiiDe 


Logic says that an efficient and 


a terrorist? No way. Have any of. about it. Logic would trust that ours 
Be heen is an efficient and effective police. 
o is a terrorist, is easy to say. Yet it that dedicated and efficient 
taterrorist is also easy, A police force would not know all 

a ba-za-bita (regular) about all terrorists. If it knew all 

st. Those about terrorists and terrorism, it 


ong 


it becomes an accomplice. Again, 
logic says that it is contradicts the 
very principle of police to be hand 
in gloves with the terrorist elements. 
So it cannot be presumed that po- 
lice records know all about who is 
not a terrorist. Nor can it say who 
can be a terrorist; who may a ter- 
rorist, who is a terror operative, 
activist sympathizer, in absence of 
records. Of course. it cannot label 
anyone as a terrorist. Just, as the 
Maharashtra police is saying. about 
Ashtrat Jehan killed along with 
three LeT men. But it can't be equiv- 
ocal inrefuting the facts of the case. 
The young lady could be one like 
you me, one of the young third of 
the populace of this nation who 
mind their own business, work for 
their aims, aspire to do good, a get 
good job. help the family and possi- 
bly help the nation too. She could 
have been coerced into accompa- 
nying the terrorists, could have been 
coerced, kidnapped by them to be 
used in their anti-national designs. 
She could as well have been a sym- 
pathizer, a low level operative, an 
unknown accomplice. She could 
have been a frozen-contact to be 
thawed at the requisite time. She 
could as well have been fired by the 
very zeal that motives young men 
from alien lands to wreck hay 
this land of India that is 
There are jpGas 


_Tegisters, attendance statement 


tions 


Who can be a terrorist’? 


abilities have to be examined. That 
is what investigation is all about. 
The hard fact is that the young lady 
was found far away from her school, 
unknown to her family and circle, 
in company of terrorists, who when 
challenged by police started a gun 
battle. with them instead of show- 
ing their identity and driving away. 
That reality has to be probed and 
tested. The background, the school 


all would be tested. But by them- 
selves they prove nothing. They can 
be correct. They can be a cover. 
Making hasty presumptions on this 
flimsy ground or that apparent rea- 
son is neither correct nor meet. For, 
this nation is faced with a heavy 
challenge of terrorism. The terror- 
ists have penetrated far and wide. 


24 


ctively 


yds and 


have been given the slip. It is as | 
wrong to grant certificates of 
innocence as it is to implicate in- 
nocent men and women in it. 

It needs investigation. Good 
and proper investigation. It would 
help if a climate of trust in the | 
police and system is promoted 
alongside ensuring an atmosphere 
of transparency. The nation | 
would get nowhere by calling it- 
self into question. People, who 
have not seen terrorism first 
hand, are lucky fellas. They have 
the handicap of not known its 
dark dimensions.They usually end 
up supporting the ‘rights’ of a ter- | 
rorists instead of safeguarding the 
innocent. They often forget that 
terrorism is not ordinary crime. 
They refuse to see that it begins 
where other crime ends. Terror- 
ists think nothing of killing, get- f 
ting killed, subverting nations; 
unsettling people. Their.primary 
instrument is sabotage of whole 
nation, most.ofthe humanity, if | 
possib! One terrorist at large f 

death of a thousand f. 
c people, sabotage of af 
pillion-strong nation. It took just 
six men to attack the Indian Par- 
Jiament. It has taken just twen- 


ty-one to subvert America, Be- 
hind that handful stands an ug. | 
known hundred, a mute thousand. | 
That thousand, or a few thousands 
of them, hold the whole w 1 a 
ransom. dal 


ceoyiolation of human rights in PoK’ 


NEW DELHI, Feb 17: 


From being continuously “watched and monitored" by Pakistan's ISI to 
denial of basic fundamental rights including access to judiciary and fair trial, 
people in Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK) have suffered gross violations of 
their rights, according to the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan. 

“The Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) has a strong presence in the region 
(PoK) according to information gathered by the HRPC and people here contin- 
uously feel they are being watched and monitored,” said areport released by an 
11-member delegation of the commission which had been on a fact finding 
mission in PoK. ; 

"There are various constitutional limitations on Azad Kashmir's autono- 
my,” it said. “Defence, security, foreign affairs and currency are, for instance, 
outside the purview of the Azad Kashmir’s Government.” 

The Government is also said to lack vontrol over the state’s natural and 
(Contd on page 4 Col 4) 
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ut. and decision on their 
"use. "A number of people mentioned 


that Pakistan's "injustice" as manifest 
- jn denial of royalty on hydel genera- 
tionat Mangla dam to Azad Kashmir,” 
the report said. 

On the status of security in the 
[3,297 sq kilometre stretch, the report 
aid the judicial powers of the people 
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sion is restrained. “Journalists frequently 
face harrassment at the hands of intel- 
ligence agencies, jihadis and the Gov- 
ernment," the report said citing cases 
of abductions and execution of journal- 
ists in the region. 

The plight of women, however, 
brings a little cheer to the report which 
claims that their literacy rate is 46-50 


ized! 


Gross violation of human rights in PoK” \ 


bouring communities. 
However forced marriage, domestic 
violence are common evils with many 
who have non-Kashmiri fathers facing 
difficulties with their domicile rights. 
Children of PoK are denied their 
rights and do not receive priority in the 
Government’s policies, according to the 
report. Child labour is a common prac- 
Kit said. (PTI) 


SG Wir eee PT eS Pet ee 


Z 
¿NEW DELHI, Feb 13 
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The European Union (EU) has 
assured à Kashmiri group that it 
wi take into account human 
rights violations in Pakistan-occu- 
Kashmir (PoK) and northern 
Peas comprising Gilgit and Bal- 
istan while finalising its agenda 
for next menth’s session of the UN 
commission on human rights. 

This was stated by Chairperson of 
the Sub-Committee on Human Rights 
of European Union, MME Helene Flau- 
tre, to a delegation of International 
Kashmir Alliance (IKA), an amalgam 
of overseas Kashmiri separatist organ- 
isations headed by Syed Nazir Gilani, 
Which visited Brussels recently. 

“We briefed her on human rights 
situation in three administrations — 
Srinagar (Jammu and Kashmir), Muz- 
zatarabad and Gilgit (both in PoK). Spe 
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The IKA delegation later met hu- 
man rights committee member Liz 
Lynne, Member European Parliament 
(MEP) from alliance of liberals and 
democrats for Europe, and discussed the 
situation with her, Gilani said. 

Lynne is tabling a resolution in the 
European Parliament expressing con- 
cern about alleged violation of human 
rights in Jammu and Kashmir. 

"After detailed discussions, she 
agreed to amend the resolution and in- 
clude PoK and northern areas in her 
resolution," he said. 

The delegation also met MEP of 
European People's Party, Philip 
Bushill-Mathews, who is on the 
Foreign Affairs Committee and co- 
chair of European Parliaments’ 
group on Kashmir. Mathews recent- 


violations i 


has no knowledge about the adminis- 
tration of northern areas," Gilani told 
PTI over phone from London. 

“It was agreed that she will take on 
board our views on PoK and northern 
areas and that her delegation will re- 
main in touch with us during the forth- 
coming session,” he said. 

Flautre took keen interest to 
know about restraints being put on 
the freedom of choice and freedom 
of expression in PoK and the hu- 
man rights situation in northern 
areas, he said. 

"She was surprised to know that 
Pakistan Government has not honoured 
the PoK High Court’s ruling that north- 
ern areas are part of PoK,” Gilani said, 

He said "our visit has quashed the 
earlier monopolised impression caused 
due to free run by the Kashmir centre ; 
(of Pakistan). Our efforts have been 
, ConsiderddGstpdianajiiDesbomukdilibrary, BUPralámimwi Digitizeenb\epGasgoriof 
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PoK at UN Commission]. 


ly chaired the International Kash. 
mir Conference in Islamabad. 
“The IKA delegation highlighted th 
exploitation of Muslim sentiments ar 
the plight of Kashmiri Pundits who hav 
been thrown out of their homes," Gil 
lani said and added the MEP was m 
pressed by the view-point and appreci-| 
ated the “secular stand” of the IKA. | à 
The last in the series was an inter-} 
action with Charles Tannock, vice el 
chairman of human rights. "He con- | 
curred with us that Pakistan exploited | 
Muslim sentiments and used the human | 
rights question to advance its national | 
interest," he said. | 
Besides Gilani, other members of the | 
delegation were IKA's secertary gener- 
al Shaukat Ali Kashmiri and Jamil Maq- 
sood. (PTI) [ 
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ithree-pronged Strategy to fight ter- 
rorism in Jammu and Kashmir, 
Governor, Lt Gen (Retd) S K Sinha 
today said that militancy is on de- 
dine with daily killings slashing 
down to five this year from seven 
last year in the trouble torn State, 


| more than half of them terrorists. 


1 


| Interacting with accompanying 
| media persons during his visit to sever- 
| al remote villages near the hill capital 
| of Uttranchal this moming, the Gover- 
A nor spelled the strategy 5. Continuing 
military Operations against terrori sts. 
| undertaking extensive fconomic devel- 
j opment and winning over the hearts 
and minds of the people. who have Sut. 
A fered immensely during decade and a 
_ | half long militancy, 
— He said about 50,000 people have 
— + lost theirlives during 
saw colossal damage 


LE lure raised with huge funds over a peri- 
___ od of decades. The situation, he said, 


proach 


through civic action programme. 
‘ Dwelling on the purpose of his vi 
to women empowerment centers an 


General Sinha said that humane ap- 
is being adopted towands the civil- 
ian population while tackling terrorism and 
| the Army has launched many initiatives to 
; ameliorate the lot of the border. dwellers 


—— mini hydel projects in Dehradun pe- 
= riphery, the Governor declared that he 
| Uttranchal model is being adopted to | 
) revolutionize rural economy and em- } 


~ power village commupty.dinsridjtines 


up in the border belts of Jammu and 
Kashmir this year under the Army’s 
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effort at the grass roots level, we may 
be able to overcome the problems in 
Kashmir on our own’, he said, adding 
that it js a national effort. 

The Governor described Kashmir- 
iyat, the liberal ethos of the Valley, an- 
other key weapon to fight terrorism 
and said this glorious tradition places 
Kashmir uniquely different from other 
parts of the country. Revival of Kash- 
miriyat is imperative for bringing about 
peace and restoring the lost glory of 
the Valley, he said. 

Gencral Sinha, accompanied by the 
Lady Governor, Mrs Premini Sinha and 


- his Principal Secretary Dr Arun Kumar 


interacted with the entrepreneurs of 
Women Initiative for Self Employ- 
ment, who had displayed their produce 
at an exhibition. The Governor was 
briefed how ahumble initiative by afew 
women of the village has grown up as 
an empowerment movement. He 
evinced keen interest in the produce, 
which has ready market and potential 
to give big boost to the rural economy. 
The Governor drove to a remote 
village of Ambewella and inspected the 
mini-hydel project sponsored by a lo- 
cal Non-Governmental Organization. 
Dr Anil Joshi, Patron of the NGO 
gave a resume of the activities under- 
taken over the years and the benefits 
these initiatives have percolated to ru- 


HE momentu ick 
T the industrial deed RI 
Ss al sector in 1972 
is petering out. This is to be 
expected since industry cannot ex- 
e to escape the general decline 

at has overtaken the economy 
as a result of last year's severe 
drought. But while accepting this 
ovbious explanation, it would be 
a mistake to overlook the fact that 
growth in four out of the last 
seven years has not exceeded three 
per cent—a clear pointer to a 
long-term malaise. 

The year 1965 marks a watershed. 
In the seven years following 1958, 
industrial production increased at 
a compound rate of ten per cent. 
a year. In the last seven years, the 
rate has come down to three per 
cent, or the same as the increase 
in GNP. This implies that modern- 
isation of the economy has come 
to a standstill: the share of mining 
and manufacturing in national in- 
come is not moving up at all. 


DECISIVE MANDATE 


A ruling party cannot live by 
slogans alone; the responsibilities 
of office require it to face up to 
basic issues and find answers for 
them. Since 1971, Mrs. Gandhi and 
her colleagues have had the benefit 
of a decisive mandate from the 
country, putti in a posi- 


ng them in a po 
tion to follow bold and imaginative 
| policies without 


worrying about 
| what carping critics may say. Yet 
|l there has been no effort to deal 
with the root causes of the indus- 
trial slowdown. All that is offered 
is a paper projection of high rates 
of growth in the fifth Plan, although 
it is becoming increasingly clear 
|that the first two years O the 
plan will be taken up in recover- 
ing from the present setback. 


CS The approach paper, setting out 
guidelines for the fifth Plan, pro- 
|mised that the government wou 
o lrevamp its policies in various 
- spheres to create an appropriate 
Environment for progress along the 
- "Hines chalked out in the document. 
- "The only thing that has happene 
‘since then has been the formula- 
"ion of a new industrial policy, an 
"excellent statement 0 genera 
~ [principles but hopelessly vague o 
i the practical problems at have ; 
‘Ibe sorted out before investmen 
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By DILIP MUKERJEE 


criterion adopted to satis 
provisions of the Monopolies f 
namely possession of assets of Rs. 
20 crores or more as against Rs. 
35 crores stipulated in the 1970 
industrial policy, But the real point 
to note is that the number of firms 
coming within the purview of the 
revised definition js much fewer 
than those listed as larger houses 
following the 1969 enquiry into 
licensing. 


But the carte blanche is only 
notional inasmuch as no significant 
private investment can take place 
today without the support of the 
financial institutions. controlled by 
the government. This brings into 
play the joint sector concept, fol- 
lowing the decision that the lending 
agencies will take an option to 
convert into equity a part of ali 
loans exceeding Rs. 50 lakhs. In 
principle, this is unobjectionable 
since investment gives the govern- 
ment an unquestionable right to 
a say in management. The question 
really turns on how this principle 
is to be translated into practice. 
Many minísters, notably Mr. Subra- 
maniam, have had a great deal 
to say on this subject, but there 
is still no clarity. This explains the 
reluctance of big business to go 
ahead with new přojects. 


More ministerial statements will 
not help. What is needed is a con- 
crete example to show what the gov- 
ernment's real intentions are in this 
matter. The bigger and more drama- 
tic the example, the better it will be 
From this viewpoint, it will be 
particularly useful if, the govern- 
ment starts working out a model 
for Tata Steel because both New 
Delhi and the present management 
agree that its expansion will have 
to take place under the aegis of 
the joint sector. 


FEASIBILITY STUDY 


The exercise need not wait until 
the feasibility study, begun by 
Japanese consultants at New Delhi's 
initiative, is completed. Very large 
sums—running into hundreds of 
crores-—will be required, whatever 
the phasing Or product mix the 
study may recommend, Since gov- 
ernment agencies already own 40 
per cent. of the present equity, they 
will obviously have a decisive 
majority whatever the pattern adopt- 
ed for financing the expansion. 
Given this premise, the negotia- 
tions can begin immediately on the 
future pattern of control and man- 
agement. 

Unless New Delhi gets down to 
brass tacks in this manner. the 
prospect of growth in several key 
industries wiil remain bleak. Take 
the case of paper and cement in- 
both of which are getting 

i f tan ARER. As 
it happe ublic sector is 
kai fields but it cannot 


active in 
ois own create new capacity on 
an adequate scale, mainly because 
of the shortage of managerial and 


technical skills. qu 
two industries also ofer 
WANO example of the way 


in which price controls are getting 


INDUSTRY 
199%, 
A Long-term Malaise 


in the way of growth. In the case Res 
of cement, it is claimed that they 
cost of setting up a new plant hast 
gone up by 150 per cent. in the) 
last few years—making it impos- 
sible to service the additional capi- M 
tal now required on the basis offf 
present prices, The problem has! 
been considered by the Tariff Com- 
mission and other agencies for many f 
months but no decisions are forth- 
coming. Much the same is true 
for steel and fertiliser prices, al- {f 
though in these instances the public 
sector is the main sufferer. » 
One can understand New Delhi's | 
reluctance to agree to price increases 
in the present circumstances; it will 
make for bad publicity to authorise 
a hike just when the government 
is entering into a wrangle with its 
employees over cost-of-living ad- 
justments. But who benefits from 
shying away from reality in this 
way? 


BLACK MARKET 


There is a thriving black market | 
in cement, steel and fertilisers, im- 
plying that the money that pro- |" 
ducers might have otherwise made | 
is going into pockets that are 
beyond the reach of the tax man. 
Even more ludicrous is the time g 
New Dehi is taking to revise air à 
fares to correspond to new costs, y 
mainly the rise in fuel prices. This 23 
means in effect that the ordinary | 
taxpayer is subsidising the expenses 
incurred by affluent companies on 
business travel. 

In other «words. the effort to} 
accelerate industrial growth must | 
start with policy decisions to create 
an economic environment conducive | 
to a forward thrust. Mr. Subra- 
maniam, as Minister for Industrial 
Development, has undoubtedly the 
right intentions, but he needs to 
realise that a mere tinkering with f 
the licensing procedures will get 
him nowhere. 

Any meaningful exercise in re- 
shaping the environment must pro- 
vile for some assurance that the 
wheels of industry will not stop 
turning for want of adequate public 
investment. This has two aspects. 
First, the capital goods sector--now 
accounting for about a third of 
total industrial output—is la ely 
sustained by overnment orders. 
Wagon production is @ case in 
point. Despite an improvement in 
bala output is still below the 1965 
level. 

Secondly, adequate public invest- 
that 
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ference leaders have been lodged in jails 
without any specific charge. A large 
number of Kashmiri militants are lan- 

` guishing in jails without sufficient 
¡ the charges and they have not been tried 
¡bell for the several years. No challan has 
Col been produced in the courts of law 
den against them. Hedemanded thatall the 
poll militants and the Hurriyat leaders 
reje  shouldbe released immediately. 

Was MrKar said that political initiative 
Con with strong will and the dialogue with 


all the political units including the 
Hurriyat and the militant leaders can 
only resolve the Kashmir problems. 
“It is right time to initiate talks with 
Pakistan to defuse the rising tension 
MPEP: between the two neighbourers and 
y 28a1n seek areasOnable solution to the Kash- 
it om. mirproblem,”Mr Kar said adding that 

ackeg ‘this Central government should soften its 
stance towards Kashmiris. 


Apparently isolated from the Party 
rank-n-file, Mr Kar appeared to be 


Former PCC chief Mr GR Kar talking to media-perso 
eme at j integrit speaking in a totally different tone Wednesday. 
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export potentialities in the Indian 
| market. Four Government 0i 
' enards, estabüshed in tne tempe 
|! rae. zone during the last cigar 

| years, have shown encouraging re- 
| sults. Soil and — climatic studies 
| are said to indicate ideal condi- 
‘tions tor growing apples, peaches, 
plums, apricots and walnuts, 
Development of private orcnards 
also is being encouraged for the 
i last three years when nearly 
| 400,000 fruit plants have been dis- 
! triputed to interested farmers at 
' subsidised rates. 
| Some experiments are under 
| way for the development of cash 
Crops, such as tea, cardamom and 
|! hops. Studies are also being made 
; of the export potential of the} 
| Bhutanese traditional handloom | 
| fabrics which are comparable to | 
| the very best in the world whe-| 
ther for their texture or for their | 
; design and harmonious colour | 
| Schemes. The Bhutanese crafts: | 
men also make attractive papier | 
‘mache masks (a gift of tantric} 
Buddhism) and a wide range of 
silver and bamboo ware. Commer- ! 
cial production of these articles, 
‘hitherto unknown in Bhutan, is 
now encouraged by the Govern- 
ment with marketing facilities 
made available through an empo- | 
jrium in Thimpu. With tourism | 
development in the offing—two | 
¿hotels in Thimpu and one at 
Phuntsoling are nearly ready— 
tradiuonal Bhutanese wares | 
should be a good revenue earner, | 
The Bhutanese development 
officials maintain—and they are 
supported by Indian experts who 
' have carried out — surveys—that | 
| there is good prospect of deve-| 
| loping medium-sized industries | 
| based on the country's forest and 
muning resources. Project studies 
have already been completed for 
the establishment of cement fac- 
_ | tories as limestone is said to bel 
¿available in plenty. Resin produc: |- 
tion, as a forest by-product, is 
^ also being undertaken. Bhutan's 
| Plentiful resources of bamboo and 
soit-timber are said to hold out! 
good prospects for paper indus: 
tries whose products have a ready | 
market in India, 

It is admitted on all hands that! 
power, essential to the establish- 
ment of medium-industries, is not} 
yet adequately available — in| ` 
Bhutan, These industries must, 
therefore, await the commission: 
ing of the Chhukha hydel project! 
and other projects to be taken 
up later. It is within the range of 
probability, however, that one P 
cement factory will be established! 
Somewhere in the intermediate 
stage of the Chhukha project to 
meet at least a part of the coment! 
needed for it. Other medium- 
dustries are 
Stage of feasibil 
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Bhutan. Today—II 


Je Indian expertise has been res- 
- . ponsible for planning Bhutan's 
| socio-economic development since 
4 1961, when the late King opted 
for the Indian-style development 
rogrammes in 5-yearly phases, 
| India has also provided the finan- 
ces and the bulk of the technical 
| manpower to execute the projects 
J and maintain them. The reason 
why it is so has a history which 
needs to be dealt with separately. 
Indian financial commitments to 
the first two plans (1961-71) 
amounted to Rs 37 crores and for 
the current third plan (1971-16) 
Rs 35.5 crores. Practically all of 
L| these funds have been given as 
| outright grants, 


l Small Loans 


A small element of loan was ìn- 
| cluded in these amounts from 1970 
-| onwards totalling Rs 1.075 crores. 
| Small loans have been advanced for 
| the purpose of revenue-earning 
| projects: About half of the total 
loan amount is for the establish- 
| ment of the Bank of Bhutan, bear- 
ling a rate of 3/4 per cent inter. 
est, repayable in 18 instalments 
_ commencing after an initial mora: 
| torium of five years. The rest of 
_ the loans (totalling Rs 57.5 lakhs) 
_ | are for minor industrial ventures 
L| and carry three per cent interest 
_ | repayable in 15 annual instalments 
arter an initial moratorium of sis 
| years. 
| To these commitments for plan 
į expenditure must be added the 
y cost of the big Chhukha hydel pro- 
ject which India by a recent agree- 
nent with Thimpu undertook to 
| finance entirely. The amount ir- 
volved, according to present esti- 
mates, is of the order of Rs 83 
crores to be spent over a period 
9f eight years. The amount is like- 
ly to increase owing to price fluc- 
tuations. 
Apart from these outlays, India 
has made direct investments in 
Bhutan totaling Rs 16.58 
during th 
the con 
airfields, tele 
lities, and 


figures for the expenses incurred 
under these heads for the ten- 
year period from 1961 are not 
readily available but it is a sate 
guess that the quantum of invest- 
ments at the initial stages was 
considerably higher than those in- 
dicated by the last three years' 
outlays. There is also an invisible 
Indian expenditure on the pay and 
allowances of the Indian technical 
personnel on deputation in Bhutan, 
not shown separately in the various 
Indian aid commitments. 

At a conference held jointly by 
the Bhutanese Home, Finance and 
Foreign Ministers in Thimpu during 
the coronation, many questions were 
asked on the budgetary deficits and 
the manpower shortage for skilled 
jobs. The questions seemingly em- 
barrassed the Ministers. But they 
made a frank appraisal of the socio- 
economic situation in Bhutan with- 
out the least effort to gloss over 
the present difficulties. They thank- 
ed India' profusely for taking- 
as interest in the kingdom's 
development and coming to the 
latters aid unconditionally. The 
Bhutanese take heart from the fact 
that this particular imbalance is 
not uncharacteristic of many other 
aid-receiving countries. 


National Self-sufficiency 


However, Bhutan's 18-year-old 
monarch and his advisers are plan- 
ning to augment skilled manpower 
and internal resources with the ob- 
Ject of attaining national self-suffi- 
ciency. But Finance Minister was 
averse to fostering false hopes. He 
emphasised that the goal, however 
laudable, was still a long way off. 

Some light industries have al- 
ready been established with an eye 
on augmenting internal revenues. 
These include distilleries, fruit and 
fruit-juice processing plants and 
saw-mills. Philately is another field 
being explored. with modestly en- 
couraging results. But no serious 
effort is possible until the infra- 
structure for economic growth— 
roads, communications and power— 
y is firmly laid. It is this basic prob- 
d lorations. These lem that still engages the attention 

directly by of Indian and Bhutanese lanners. 
rganisation, the Indeed the problem of Bhutan's 
Telegraphs and economic self-sufficiency came up 
the concerned survi agencies of repeatedly at the informal meetings 
the Government of Exact between King Jigme Sighye and 


Indian Aid Bridges Ga 


By Prithvis Chakravarti lately in Bhutan 


AS Dua 1 AY. 


his two elder sisters, Princess 
Sonam and Princess Dechhen, and 
visiting newsmen during the coro- 
nation. The King, for example, 
made the point over and over again 
that agriculture and animal hus- | 
bandry constituted the main sphere | 
of economic activity for the bulk of 
the people in the kingdom. The 
main effort for creating surpluses 
thus had to be directed to these 
fields. It was for this reason that 
current planning was largely devot- 
ed to modernisation of agriculture 
and establishment of agro-based in- 
dustries. Exploitation of the mine- || 
ral resources which might perhaps 

bring about a breakthrough would ji 
be taken up in the second stage. 


Demonstration Farms 


The Bhutanese are among the 
first few communities in the 
Himalayan belt to practise terrac- 
ed cultivation for the last 300 
years or more. In its bid to mo- 
dernise agriculture—rice, wheat, 
buck-wheat, barley and maize be- 
ing the main traditional crops— 
the Bhutanese Government has 
established 11 State demonstration 
farms in different climatic re- 
gions of the country. The empha- 
sis is on the use of the high-yield- 
ing varieties of seeds, better im- 
plements and greater inputs like 
manure and water. Some 100 small 
irrigation projects are said to 
have been completed already. 

That the farmers have taken | 
some lesson from the demonstra- | 
tion farms is borne out by a re- 
port prepared bya team of 
Colombo Plan experts last year. 
“Food ^ production", the report ji 
says, "has registered a sharp in- #/ 
crease during the last two years 
owing to the introduction of high- 
yielding ^ varieties of seeds and 
greater inputs.” Significant ad- 
vance has been made with simi- 
lar demonstration farms for 1m- 
proving livestock, sheep-breeding, 
forest products, orchards, sericul- 
ture and cultivation of medicinal ¿| 
herbs which abound the country 
in the northern parts. 

Taking India's Himachal Pra- 
desh as model, the Royal Bhu- 
tanese Government is currently 
trying to go in a bie way for the 
development of oreho-ds for their 
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Autonomy evokes opposition | 


(af New Delhi seminar | 
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q eport by the J and K Government 
NEW DELHI, Feb 7: ani as a blackmail tactic. 
|). The issue of autonomy for It seems to be a gimmick (of the 


1, Jammu and Kashmir evoked oppo- , NC Government) to pressurise the 

© | sitionata seminar here today, with | Central Government or an attempt to 

—— Minister of State for Civil Avia- | hide its failures, Gupta told the semi- 

tion C L Gupta terming as gim- ‘nar on "question of autonomy for J , 

mick and untimely the endorse- and K: Its impact on national integra- Po 

ment ofthe report of a committee tion and minorities of the state’. : 

by the National Conference Gov- Gupta, BJP's Lok Sabha member 

| ernment. from Udhampur, said his party would 

Allthe speakers opposed the rec- never allow the grant of more au- 

| ommendations of State Autonomy ¡tonomy to state as it (BJP) has made y ER 

Committee Report which proposes [many sacrifices for the integration of | 

i revoking of all the central laws ex- |the state with the union. WA 

tended to the state after 1953 and most | / Stating that the state already en- ni 3 

‘of them termed the acceptance of the joyed a considerable amount of au- | ze x 

tonomy under the Article 370, he said $ V got 

even if any talks between theCentrey} ~ 

and the State Government are held, it) it 

would be withiz che Constitution of |. T 
He said that if more autonomy ~~ DUX d 

was granted to J and K, it would | 

open a pandora's box and might | — 

lead to other states as well to de- 

mand a similar position. 

k The minister also opposed an 

a 


ivision of the state into eight regions 
igainst three at present as proposed 
| by another panel — Regional Au 
— tonomy Committee. (PT) - 
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"Release all the militants lodg ed in jails’ iğ 


Kar rejects NC’s autonomy move, 
favours dialogue with Hurriyat 


| Excelsior Correspondent 
h 


oo 
| JAMMU, Feb 9: In a surprising 
| move, the former Pradesh Congress 
| Committee (PCC) president Mr 
| Ghulam Rasool Kar today advocated 
? the immediate release of all the de- 
| tained Hurriyat Conference leaders 
| and Kashmiri militants lodged in vari- 
; ous jails of the country. 
The former Member Parliament, 
who wasseen inthe wintercapital city 
| afteralongspellofhis ‘political hiber- 
` nation’ spoke to the media-persons 
| today. Though Mr Kar did not give 
| any solid reason for his remaining a 
silent spectator to the several political 
and other unhealthy developments in 
the state in last few years, yet he 
maintained that he will certainly be 
seen active in the political field ahead. 
Coming down heavily on theruling 
National Conference Government, the 
senior Congress leader said it was most 
unfortunate that several Hurriyat Con- 
ferenceleaders have been lodged in jails 
without any specific charge. A large 
number ofKashmiri militants are lan- 
guishing in jails without sufficient 
charges and they have not been tried 
for the several years. No challan has 
been produced in the courts of law 
againstlhem, He demanded that al] the 
militants and the Hurriyat leaders 
should bereleased immediately. 

. MrKtrgaid that political initiative 
With strongwill and the dialogue with 
all the pditical units including the 
Hurriyat ad the militant leaders can 
only resolW the Kashmir problems. 
“It is right the to initiate talks with 
Pakistan to éfuse the rising tension 
between the nyo neighbourers and 
seek areasorable solution to the Kash- 
mir problem MK ar said adding that 

Central government should soften its 
stance towads Kashmiris. 


Apparently iSQated from the Party 
rank-n-file, Mr Kar appeared to be 
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pe tothe detained Kashmiri youth 


to reform themselves and join the na- 
tional mainstream. 


invited to talks f. s 
es in Kashmir He opined 
ES political units in 
Humiyat, can 


umbrella to 1 


a 


initiate dialogue in the the 


interest of the state and the country. 

In response to a question on the 
release of hard-core militants respon- 
sible for several killings the Congress 


leader said, “ Most of them have al- 
ready spent 8-10 years in jails, but 
they are nottried. The witnesses should 
be produced against them and they 
should be tried properly as per law. 
Only Kashmiris are suffering in this 
bloodshed,” he maintained. 
Rejecting National Conference 
Anvermment's Regional Autonomy 


Former PCC chief Mr GR Kar talking to media-persons in Jammu on 


speaking in a Istally different tone Wednesday. ui 
today. He said tha excesses on the | move, the former PCC chief said that J&K as 
Kashmiris be stopped by the security | it was a one-sided report as the Oppo- 
forces and they should begiven healing 
uch. The government shouid give b 


Sition was not taken into confidence 


all the three regions of the statewere- 


e representa- not involved in such a process. The 
tions should be Government should have invited all 

- the sec “A be Governm Si 
tives from all s for the restoration of theintellectuals, political figures of the 
that all state and representatives of various 
«he state including groups for the debate and it should 
brought under one have 


been discussed in detail even in 
Assembly. seeking suggestions 
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y the ruling Party. Moreover, the” J&K, Mr Kar through refused to com- f 
intellectuals, prominent leaders from ment, yet maintained after giving a | 


from different quarters. It was again 
surprising that the state cabinet gave 
itsapproval to thiscontroversial docu- 
ment. 
Criticising NC government for con- 
taining militancy, the Congress leader | 
said that during ‘popular rule * , mili- 
tancy even spread to Jammu, Rajouri, | 
Poonch and Udhampur districts. The 
people are facing electricity, water and 
financial crisisandallthedevelopment | 
works have been stopped. The Gov- 
ernment should waive off loans in 


an 9^ o »-—- 


Excelsior/Ashok 


done in Punjab. 
. Replying to a question over the 
installation of a weak PCC head in 


pausethat non-Kashmiri knowinglead- | 
ershave proved as failuresasobserved 
in past decades. In response to another f 
question, he said, * I do not intend to | 
be the PCC chief in future but | will 
sacrifice even my lastdrop ofblood for [ES 
the Party. lamalways available for thes 

Party cause. “ - 


c x Ka —— R e 1 
E AUTONOMY | 
| ** Union Home Minister L K Advani has set all speculations at rest | 
when he virtually skirts the autonomy recommendations of the | 
` state government bv holding the olive branch of more powers to || 
the state. But here also there is substantial rider. He makes it amply | 
clear that all states are clamouring for devalution of more powers | 
and whenever such powers are devolved JEK will also be covered | 
automatically. The quantum of such powers that the centre is pre- | 
pared to shelve and give to the states is a matter for discussion in (l 
the Inter-state Counci! headed by LK Advani. it is also a fit case | 
for reference to the National Commission for Review of Constitu- | 
tion which can indeed go into this aspect of devolution cf more ||. 
_ Powers to the states to strengthen the federal structure. It is how. | 
ever made amply clear that centre at any given time has to be more | 
powerful than the states which inter-alia implies that no state would | 
be allowed to became as such. The reasons thereof are not di fficult 
* to comprehend. As things stand, Article 370 does accord this state 
exclusive treat not available to any other state. NDA government is. | ^ 
committed to leave it intact. Here one has to draw distinction be- | 
tween recommendations of the state cabinet for adopting SAC re- 
port in totó and passing of Resolution by the State Assembly to 
that effect. The centre is indeed obliged to Dr Faroog Abdullah that 
he did not adopt the latter course despite such demand from his 
cabinet colleagues and National Conference MLAs on the floor of 
the assembly when the SAC report was placed before it. It would 
have been quite embarrassing for the centre if assembly had passed 
the resolution for repeal of over»300 central laws extended to the 


state and full reversion to status quo ante to what is called pre-1953 
Status. 


BJP to oppose autonomy l 


for Jammu & Kashmir 


Excelsior Correspondent 


IE uer 6i A 
| JAMMU, Feb 7: The Bharatiya 
(Janata Party has decided to build upa . 
"strong public opinion against the moves 
‘of the State Government for restora- 
‘tion of the pre-1953 status of Jammu 

; and Kashmir. 

| Addressing the meeting ofthe party 
J activists here today, the Pradesh gen- 

| eral secretary of the BJP, Mr Bhagwat 


"| Swaroop said that the slogans of au- 


|tonomy were more dangerous than 

' those of Azadi being raised by the 

| secessionists. 
Healleged that the ruling leaders of 


^! the National Conference always in- 


| tended to create a Republic within the 
| Republic of India where the Centre 


| will have to protect the Government. 


| leaders fromany foreign onslaught and 
| provide funds for their communica- 
| tions and luxurious livings but the 
| Centre will not be in a position to have 
| accountability or any other say in 
| keepingthe internal affairs oftheState 
| in order. 
| The BJP leader further said that if 
| the State is reversed back to the posi- 
| tion of pre-1953, the Chief Minister 
| will become the Prime Minister and 
| Governor will be the Sadr-e-Riyasat 


C butall the people ofthe State would be 


| subjugated as in the first Assembly of 
| the State prior to 1953, all the members 


C belonged to one party i.e. the National 

_ Conference and the opposition was | 
0 deniedthe right of even contesting the , 
L polls as their nomination papers were 
2. rejected on flimsy grounds and there 
^| was no jurisdiction of the Election 


Commission of India, no jurisdiction 


L3 of the Supreme Court and also that of 


| the Comptroller and Auditor General 
of India. 
Mr Bhagwat Swaroop said that the 


perpetrate a despotic rule in this State 
| against the interests of the common 


205 man, the nationalists, to bring toan end 


to this despotic rule had made tremen- 


clock back to 1953. 
He described the report of ty 
Autonomy Committee as unconst; 


a retrograde steps. 
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NA 


ruling National Conference intendsto |. 


7d dous sacrifices and the great leader of 
3 India Dr Shyama Prasad Mukerji had 
1 sacrificed his life for the cause of the jif 
| integrity of the country. fi 
"| He said that no nationalist cang 
tolerate the reversal of the integration 
process and allow anybody to put the 


è : i ts of p, 
tio and against the interests o pw 1 
Sense of the State as State Gc AES | 
ment has no powers to indulge" n such 


He pointed out that whe never the 


leadership of the National Conference 
iscutoff fromthe masses, they indulge 
in misleading and confusing slogans, 
they did so in 1952 and are doing it 
again now. 1 

The BJP leader alleged that the - 
eruption of militancy and sad situation | 
was in fact the creation of such ele- 
ments who committed wrongs and 
indulged in scutting the democratic 
rights of the people. 

He said that the misleading and 
controversial slogans of Autonomy 
and Azadi are being raised at a time 
when the forces hostile to India oper- 
ating in various guises have launched a 
proxy warand there was great nced for 
unity and clear perceptions about the 
unity and integrity of the country. 

Mr Bhagwat Swaroop hailed the 
statement of the Prime Minister M' ; 
Atal Behari Vajpayee that entire Sta’ ¡e 
of Jammu and Kashmir including f he 
Pak-held areas of the Stateare inief gra", 
part of India and if any issue rem airs 
to be settled, is that how and * when 
Pakistan would vacate itsillega! o ccu- 
pation of PoK. 
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i he two autonomy reports 
B | tabled by the Jammu and 
. Kashmir Government and 
M approved by the State Cabinet, have 
M} now been sent to the Government of 
| India. The response of the National 
Democratic Alliance will indeed be 
interesting. The whole matter is 
extremely sensitive and fraught with 
widespread implications that need to 
be thoroughly and extensively 
debated. What I wish to point out that 
ihe entire issue has to be viewed in 
the context of the larger question of 
Jammu and Kashmir which has three 
dimensions - the conflict and dispute 
with Pakistan;/in which China is also 
involved; the precise relationship with 
the rest of India;"and the prevailing 
perceptions ef the three regions of the 
State where the people have widely 
differing sentiments and aspirations. 
The status and welfare of the people 
living in those areas of the State which 
for half a century have been under 
Pakistani control, must also be NS) 
into account for a final settlement. 
With regard to the first issue; 
although military rule is an undesirable 
phenomenon, we have to be pragmatic 


y C vut ot ta it. E 


J&K - 


and deal with whoever happens to be 


Part 


€ 


averse to talk to General Pervez status - even if tht 

Musharraf who seems to be in:control constitutionally, finaníall 
in Pakistan at present. In the course administrativ 
of the talks it should be made clear open to serious questin - would. 


that imposing a solution through force certainly meet with strog resistance 
and violence, or by stoking the fires | ffon the Jammu and Lzakh regions. 
e disingenvus attempt by 

ve the Regional Autonoy Committee 
¡to divide the Jammyprovince into. 
three new regions orrligious lines is 
entirely unacceptab. Quite clearly, 
‘therefore, the repgs as they stand 
today will not fd favour in the 
broader tapestry cational interests. 


i By Dr Kran Singh 


However, ith law and order 
deterioratingith in the Kashmir 
valley and ininmu due to renewed 
insurgency,idefinitive political 
initiative üverdue. An internal 
dialogue vi established political 
parties ayell-as-with groups” 
Tepresentir differing approaches 
such as tbiurriyat in the Valley, the 
Dogra & Sabha in Jammu, the 


—<t 


Ladakh?gdhist Association, Panun 


were 
y and 
ely possibl; which is 


of militancy and fundamentalism is " Similarly, the 
entirely unacceptable and will pro 


SN 


terprod 


uctive. It is in the spirit latio 
and letter ofthe Simla agreement that "Kashríimd others, needs to be 


Ls 
coun 


V. AZ o 
the dialogue between our countries  initiat/Jecause in a democracy the 


must proceed. 


The way forward 


be available. 

Finally, however, utopian it may. 
appcar in the present atmosphere, my 
considered view is that both India and 
Pakistan should seriously try and| 
move towards a larger Sub-Continental | 
Economics Confederation on the lines | 

-of the EEC in Europe, with the focus | 

on economic development and! 
poverty eradication. Let us not forget | 
that the peoples of the subcontinent, | 
who constitute almost a fifth of the | 
entire human race and share centuries | 
of common history, culture and! 
civilisations, are also among the! 
poorest on planet Earth. Such ai 
confederation will make this region an! 
economic power house and help to| 
life its people out of the morass of. 
prevailing social inequities. 

It is to be hoped that better sense 
will prevail in Pakistan so that they 
change track and adopt the road to 
friendship rather than confrontation, 
and replace their hostile and aggressive 
obsession with Kashmir by a more 


realistic and balanced approach. Let 


the once-beautiful, now ravaged 
Valley become a bridge to harmony | 


in Pakistan. We have done so in the 
past, and should therefore not be the 


Regarding the autonomy reports, 


Suggestion to revert to the 1953 Cory good offices will always 


Cam "wet never be and friendship rather than an apple of | 
awe €f dialo ee a discord and self-destructive animosity. | 
-to grin > S - 


(Contd. on Page 7) 
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| Hawkish statements about the | 
linevitability of war are extremely | 
dangerous, as they can act as self- | 
fulfilling: prophecies which would | 


cause unimaginable death and | 
destruction to millions of people in | 
“both countries, and set us back by a | 
| century in our efforts to build a better | 
| life for our people. This must be 

| prevented at all costs. | 
| Courtesy: The Hindustam Times 
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| Talks only within Constitutional framework 


Excelsior Correspondent 


| SRINAGAR, Aug. 30: Chief Min- 
| ister Dr Farooq Abdullah today reit- 
| erated National Conference's firm re- 
| solve to seek greater autonomy and 
| said tabling of the final reports of au- 
i tonomy and regional autonomy pan- 
; els in the state legislature is a stride 
| towards achieving the goal. 

Addressing a National Conference 
| rally at Kangan today Dr Abdullah 
| said that National Conference is com- 
; mitted to satisfy the urges and aspira- 
y tions of the people of the State who 
| have suffered heavily during militancy. 
| He said during past few years many 
| innocent people were killed, infra- 
A structure was damaged and the admin- 
| istrative machinery had failed to re- 

| spond to the needs of the people. 
Immediately after taking over the 
reins of the State, the first priority of 
2 his Government was to put the State 
| on rails. Though we don't claim that 
| heights of progress have been achieved 
| yetanumber of development projects 
| like road construction and rebuilding 
of gutted assets have been completed. 


He said no other State Government in 
the country has made 60000 
recuitment in three years. He said 
there are yet another three years of 
present Government's term and his 
party is determined to achieve the 
agenda of peace and progress. 

The Chief Minister referred to the 
unconditional talks with militants be- 
ing advocated by PDP leader Mufti 
Mohammad Syed and said we are not 
against talks with anybody provided 
these are held within the constitutional 
framework." He said he had'an- 
nounced in the State Legislature that 
if militants surrender their arms we 
are prepared to dissolve the assembly 
so that everyone tests base among the 
people. 

He said Mufti Mohammad Syed 
is now advocating autonomy but eve- 
rybody knows that he was always 
against it and even stood for abrogat- 
ing article 370 giving special status to 
Jammu and Kashmir. 'People cannot 
be befooled and exploited any longer,’ 
he said and regretted that those who 
were igniting the sentiments of the 
people in Kashmir exploited the se- 


NC committed to greater 
autonomy, says Farooq 


lections of MBBS and engineering in 
Jammu last year saying that the rights 
of the people there were usurped. He 
said Ms Mehbooba Mufti created a 
scene on this issue though the selec- 
tions were fair and the procedure of 
competent authority was transparent. 

Saying that release of five militants 
in lieu ofthe daughter of former Home 
Minister gave new dimension to mili- 
tancy, he said that time national inter- 
est meant nothing to him. He said de- 


. Spite his opposition, Jagmohan was 


deputed as the Governor of the State 
which prompted him to sacrifice his 
Government in the interests of the 
people of the State. He said Mufti 
Mohammad Syed failed to ensure the 
protection of Mirwaiz Maulvi 
Mohamad Farooq who had informed 
him about threat to his life. 

Chief Minister also lashed at 
Hurriyat Conference leaders saying 
that they were advocating poll boy- 
cott just for furthering their interests. 
He said the people of the State have 
fought for this right eversince 1931 
and the leaders who are now oppos- 


(Contd on page 11 Col 2) 
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New Delhi, August4 


| IN WHAT is being perceived as an 
| effort to woo voters, Jammu and 


econ Chief Minister Faroog ; 

Abdullah has constituted yet 
| PES Regional Autonomy 
| Commission (RAC) with a new 
! chairman to suggest measures for 
i implementing reports of earlier 
| Commissions. 

The fresh initiative in this direc- 
| tion which was ordered on July 31 
ilast, has thickened the already 


0) existing row over the validity of the 


Í two reports submitted by the earli- 


3 er RAC under different heads. — 


"EP 


| Ignoring the existing sub-judice 
| nature of the issue, as a PIL was 
| under J&K High Court's consider- 


7 


| 


ation to decide the ‘authenticity’ of 
the two existing reports, the Chief 
Minister’s decision has forced the 
Congress to seek the Election 
Commission’s intervention. 

Describing it as a most “flagrant 
violation of the model code of con- 
duct and an attempt to hoodwink 
the people of the State”, 
spokesperson for the Pradesh 
Congress Committee, Mr Amrit 
Malhotra, has asked the EC to stay 
the appointment of new RAC and 
its chairman. 

The autonomy issue was a major 
plank of the ruling National 
Conference’s poll manifesto dur- 
ing the last Assembly elections. On 
being voted to power, Dr Abdullah 
constituted the RAC headed by 
political analyst Mr Balraj Puri. 
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The Committee ran into rough 


weather as Mr Puri refused "to toe. 


the line that suited the party." 
“He was | unceremoniously 


removed by the State Government. 


and the report compiled by the. 


“RAC under his chairmanship was 
replaced by another one which was” 


signed by three of the six original 
members of the committee. 

Ignoring his own assurances 
given during the last session of the 
Legislative Assembly, Dr 
Abdullah's follow up action has 
resulted in the autonomy issue get- 
ting mired in a fresh row. 

The setting up of the new com- 
mittee is being viewed by Kashmir 
Observers as a move by Dr 
Abdullah to pre-empt criticism 
regarding non-fulfilment of his 


| Yet another J&K autonomy panel constituted | 


promise to give autonomy to three 
regions of the State and check it 
from becoming a major election 
issue. By raising the autonomy 
plank in its new form, Dr Abdullah 

| was preparing a case to check crit- 
icism and capitalise on it during 
Lok Sabha elections. 

Expressing surprise at the BJP's 
silence on this issue the Congress 
spokesperson alleged that BJP's 
role in the State Government's 
plan stood exposed. 

Meanwhile, a large number of 
aspiring Cong candidates, includ- 
ing those considered close to for- 
mer Union M Minister Mufti 
Mohammed Sayeed who recently 
left the Congress, are camping 
here to seek the party ticket for the 
six Lok Sabha seats-of the State. 


T 


/ 


-> um. 
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BS committed..... | | 
i (From page 1) d | 

ing elections were seeking votes and | 
| the leaders advocating secession was 
given the best available specialised | 

| treatment in Delhi which demonstrates | 
the level of democracy in the country. | 

| He said Hurriyat leaders exploited | 
the youth and thrusted guns in their | 
hands while sending their own chil- : 

| dren for persuing career in and out- | 
| Side the country. Their machinations | 
| have put the people of Kashmir to lot | 
many problems as thousands of youth | 
¡were killed. | 
Dr Abdullah also spelled out the Y 
achievements of his Government and | 
said despite financial constraints the | 
State is marching ahead. | 

| He urged the people to strengthen | 
| National Conference which Was a | 
| mass Movement and stood for their , 
| dignity and honour, | 


- 
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"NC committed to autonomy 
of all regions:Umar | 


Excelsior Correspondent 


JAMMU, July 22: Former Mem- 
ber Parliament and president of the 
Youth National Conference, Mr Umar 
Abdullah today reiterated National 
Conference Government's commit- 
ment to grant regional autonomy to 
all the three regions of the State. 

Addressipg a rally organised by 

_ the District Youth National Confer- 
| ence at Sher-i-Kashmir Bhawan here 
| this afternoon, Mr Umar Abdullah 
| cautioned the youth against the 
disinformation campaign launched by 
some vested interests to create con- 
fusion among the people of Jammu 
and Ladakh regions. “Our Gov se 


ent is committed to an equal devel 


K te”, he said. 
Bu Virtually launching an election 
Lx | in the Winter Capital, the 
SA 


r MP from Srinagar constitu- 
5 € of Chief PUES Dr 


asked the people to strengthen 


Farooq Abdullah, who he said, was 
fighting with Pakistan. 

Without naming any political 
party, the junior Abdullah said that 
successive Member Parliaments from 
Jammu had done nothing, except ver- 
bal assurances, to heed woes of the 
masses. He asked the people to elect 
National Conference representative 
from Jammu-Poonch constituency in 
the ensuing Lok Sabha polls so that 
their problems would be effectively 
highlighted in the Párliament. 

He lambasted Congress (1) for its 
double speak policy and castigated 
BJP for ‘dismal’ performance during 
the tenure of 12th Lok Sabha. 

Mr Umar Abdullah urged upon the 
people to exercise their vote with ut- 


ment of all the three regions of the; Most care so that ‘real’ representatives 


could be elected. 

Highlighting achievements of the 
National Conference Government, he 
said that State Government has made 
sincere efforts to mitigate miseries of 
the masses, who had faced lots of 


Pakistan may step up its activities in 


BII Pal, MLC, Mrs Bimla Luthra, MLA, 
2) and Mr Rattan Lal Gupta. 


I 
hardship due to decade old militancy | 
and bloodshed. | 

Reiterating National Conference's ; 
commitment to heed to the woes of | 
the down-trodden people, Mr! 
Abdullah recalled how his grand fa- | 
ther, Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah, | 
launched historical struggle against | 
poverty, exploitation and injustice. | 

Launching a scathing attack on 
Pakistan for supporting subversive ac- 
tivities in the State, he cautioned the | 
youth against the nefarious designs of | 
the Pakistan. “Pakistan has been badly | 
defeated in Kargil but people should } 
still remain vigilant as that country is | 
notorious for treachery”, he said and | 
added that frustrated Pakistan spon- | 
sored militants can strike any where 
in the country for which the Govern- | 
ment should also make contingency 
plans to deal with. 

He said that people should not feel 
complacent with India's success as 


the State. 

“Kargil conflict exposed nefarious | | 
designs to create disturbance in the 
State”, he said. E 

Among others the rally was ad- |. 
dressed by Mr Chander Mohan 
Sharma, district YNC president, Ram 
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| Farooq wants to keep autonomy, 


She is novice in politics. But in 


short span of her 3 years political | PDP has not initiate any 
career, she has been accredited as | step to effectively high- | fates 


emerging fire-brand leader with 


whom the forceful’ National Con- | es. Despite being a just 8 
ference has to reckon with. Further | months old outfit, we | BS 
more, denizens of this militancy | have been vociferously | RA 
| plagued state have pinned their | opposing all wrong pol- 
hopeson this young leader who has | iciesofthe Farooq Gov- 


| politics in her blood. 


Rightly termed as 'Back-Bone' | shortspan, people of this 
of the newly carved political out- | State have identified 
fit, J&K Peoples’ Democratic Par- | PDP with their regional 

1 o (PDP), Mehbooba Mufti had al- | aspiration. We are mov- 
ready proved her credibility as a| ing very slowly and cau- 
member of the Legislative Assem- | tiously in the prevailing 
bly. Butitisalsoa hard-reality that | tense conditions. 

she could not fully come to the | ** Security scenario is || 


expectations of the people so far. 


Mehbooba-who began her po- militancy related in- 
litical career as Congress member | cidents 
under the guidance of her father. climbing steeply. 
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed-has rea- Being a mass lead- 
son 10 claim that only they can er, how do you anal- 
provide alternative of National | yse the situation? - 


Conference. She speakes to Week- 
end-Chat. Excerpts. 


** What were the reasons for! when militancy was 
parting way with Congress and | a heroic concept and 


flouting a new political out-fit ? 


As Opposition we have to op- | hands oflocal youth. 


pose all anti-people policy of Na- 


tional Conference Government but 
unfortunately some elements in 


Congress, with soft-corner for NC, | mitted fundamental- 


always created hurdles in our ef- 
forts. We were suffocating in the 
party following our total failure to 
highlight miseries of the masses. 


ple rid of this, what you dub, 
anti-people Government. W 
| are the reasons ? 


Un ——v 


Azadi options alive 


It is wrong say that 


I am not identifying 
3| with whom talks should 
be held. But it isaneed of 
the hour that Govemment 
of India have to start dia- 
logue with Kashmiris to 
solve the prolonged vexed 
problem which has tumed 
this Paradise into hell. We 
SS | are oftheopinionthat talks 

ES | should beheld with all sec- 
l| tions of thesociety regard- 
less of their political be- 
liefs and perceptions ex- 
cept National Conference. 
It is all due to the ostrich 
j| like attitude and opportu- 
nistic stance of Farooq 
Which create confu- 
sion at different quar- 
ters. 


* For the long 
time, you have been 
advocating for dia- 
logue but your sug- 
gestions are not ac- 


Lom ofthe strong opinion that Ali Mohammed "ePted by the Cen- 
Sagar has raised the question of Azadi as Dart of I want to make it 
Total miliany has | 112 Nefarious game-plan of Farooa Abdulah to | nwa; nata predomi- 
mention wi conc} 2222 Both the options alive, In case Cente toke | “merging in different 
any action against Farooq for his stupid acts, 


that gun is no solu- 
he start crying for Azadi. 


tion of the vexed 
problem. During our 
and organising Winter Sports in the 
Valley. A wave of alienation and 


light woes of the mass- 


ernment. With such a 


deteriorating with 


graph 


Mehbooba Mufti 


Situation is worst 
than that of 1990 


gun was totally inthe 


ist ideology. The con- 
cept of Kashmiriat in 
the militancy has been replaced by 
Islam and situation is taking ugly 
turn. I shift all blame on non-seri- 


Stay at Delhi for more 
than one and half month, we: dis- 


: : a Cussed the situati ith all Centr 
ya disenchantment is beginning to Situation with all Centre 
ous Chief Minister, Dr Faroog Ab- | sweep the SUE SEDES leaders and majority of them have 
MS the prevailing situation, | ** Doesitmean thatsituation has | Mdorsed our stand. 
Ope arose in 1996, when | w > oN ; 
a good number, brains inae ent out of control ? 9 secessionist group is ready 


Itdoesn't mean so. But, thetime |’ 
is ripe to get the "people of this 
State liberate from the yoke Of mis. 
governance of Farooq Abdullah, 
Centre should initiate new Process 
in Kashmir. 

** What do you mean by hew 
process- dialogue with Militants 
and Hurriyat leaders? 


to hold talk. Are you going to 
mediate between Government of 
India and alienated groups ? 
Why should we. As a political 
Organisation we are just creating 
atmosphere conducive for holding 
talks. Secondly we are informing 
People of India about the real pic- 
ture of the State. It is upto Govern- 


E 
$ 
E 
a 
3 
2 
o 


a hice tye center 


ment of India to open channel with 


different groups for talks. 


** Chief Minister, Dr Faroog Ab- | 
dullah is advocating for autono- | 


my while his Minister is demand- 
ing Azadi if not autonomy. How 


do you consider these demands ? | 
I don't terms even these hallow | 


slogans as demands, these are rath- 
er tools of the National Conference 
to black-mail the Centre. I am ofthe 
strong opinion that Ali Mohammed 
Sagar has raised the question of 
Azadias part ofthe nefarious game- 
plan of Farooq Abdullah to keep 
both the options alive. In case Cen- 
tre take any action against Farooq 
for his stupid acts, he start crying 
for Azadi. If situation remain 
favourable, he continued to raise 
autonomy plank to befool the com- 
mon masses and to black-mail the 
Centre. See the irony, Farooq on 
one hand demanding autonomy 
from Centre but on the otherhand 
he himself has centralised all pow- 
ers. Some of his Ministers are not 
more then his clerks. 
> You're dubbed as pro-mili- 
tants politician, unnecessarily 
criticising security forces on 
rights violation allegation e 

Itis absolutely wrong that I have 
soft corner for militants. Actually I 
am against any kind of violation. 
Beside visiting houses of the inno- 
cent people killed by the security 


forces, | usually visit families af- 


cted by the militant’s act. It was 
He I ih visited house of the 
family whose 11 members were 
killed by militants at Kupwara. I 
along with my father, had to walk 
about 15 kilometre on feet to con- 
sole the family of Rattan Lal who 


"was killed by militants near Bar- 


isited house 
hala. No NC worker visited i 
See Kargil martyr at Pahalgam, it 
was Mehbooba Mufti who paid vis-. 
it to that family. 
— Dinesh Manhotra 


at. 


status to Kashmir 


in Kashmir. But the question of r€-] port, particularly the ones pertaining 
From B L Kak .storing the pre-1953 constitutional ^ br laws A well as the jurisdic- 
NEW DELHI, Jan 22: The Gov- position in Jammu and Kashmir just} tion of Election Commission and Su- | 
ernment of India has shot down the does not arise". — 1 . preme Court. While one expects the 
| suggestion favouring the restora- The constitutional position, as it J&K Chief Minister to accept the fact 
tion of the 1952 constitutional po- obtained in Jammu and Kashmir prior. that much water has flowed down the 
sition in Jammu and Kashmir. The to 1953, had made Srinagar's local rivers in tis State since 1953, no Gov- 
suggestion is contained in the re- Government mightier than New Del- ernment ht the Centre can afford to 
port prepared by the J&K Autono- hi. The 1952 autonomous status to endorse the demand for the abroga- 
my Committee. Kashmir, precisely, allowed the Gov- tion of Central laws extended to J&K 
Notwithstanding the fact that the ernment of India to have its control in after 1953”. 
J&K National Conference party head- respect of three subjects only - De- “The Ministerial source argued that 
ed by Chief Minister, Dr Farooq Ab- fence, Communications and External. New Delhi's none-too-old talk of 
| -dullah, is an ally of the BJP-led coali- Affairs. “maximum” autonomy to Kashmir 
: tion Government atthe Centre. Prime “How do you expect the Centre "just does not mean accepting the 
Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee. Tto accept such a dangerous scheme unacceptable demand, namely, full res- 
has opposed the demand favouring} or things when Jammu and Kash- toration of the 1952 constitutional 5 
full restoration of the 1952 autono- mir State is part and parcel of In- POSITION 1^ Jammu and Kashmir". 
mous status to Jammu and Kashmir. dian Union just like other States" Asked to comment on latest reports 
r > ^ H lar 
A copy of the report of the J&K the Ministerial source asked. He TOM the ruling National Conference 
Autonomy Committee has been de- disclosed: “Just the other day, this circles about a proposal to adopt a |. $e 
livered to the Union Home Ministry issue was taken up for discussion | Tesolution in both Houses of J&K | 
by atop official of the State Govern- «ith Prime Minister. Mr Vajpayee Legislature for full restoration of the 
ment, in an apparent bid to make the was baffled. In fact, during the dis- 1952 constitutional position, he letit Jo... ES 
| Government of India take necessary cussions, the demand for full res- be known: “Let them do what they | ~~ d 
steps. In this connection, Mr Ashok toration of the 1952 autonomous | WANI lo, but | wish to make one thing | 
Jaitly, Chief Secretary to the J&K status to Kashmir was turned fYCTY clear-that is Parliament just can- 


To. 


Government, had a quiet meeting with gown, not be ignored when vital constitu- E 
the Union Home Secretary recently. tional matters are to be decided upon”. DUE SUR 1 
Un 


A senior Ministeria! source, while When asked to comment on yet While explaining that parties, 
admitting that the report was at another recommendation by the J&K other than the National Confer- 
present being examined at the “high- Autonomy Committee forthe removal ence, have to be involved in any 
est level”, made it abundantly clear: ofall Central laws extended toJammu_ discussion on how to @sure *max- 
“New Delhi is keen on assisting the and Kashmir. the Ministerial source imum’ autonomy toJ&K without 
J&K Government in the gigantic task said: "Yes, we have gone through cer- disturbing the preMt administra. | 
of bringing about peace and normalcy tain portions of the committee's re- tive, political, ¢Stitutional and f 

: legal arrangem™t between Srina- s n q 

gar and New4€lhi, the Ministeri- E gy ^ CEP 
lal source dr JP€d a significant hint |» : ^ i ; 
is-à-vis U^ Quiet initiative taken Y 
by some ¿0-Government militants 
or “uy ónditional” talks with the 
ovement of India. Y 

hen asked to elaborate on the 
S operandi of some representa- 
A yA pro-Government militants, he 


Ya is ri Y 
formation notwithstanding. the mes- 
sage was unambiguous: Secret contact 
has been established with some pro- 
Government militants. And 
ing to one indication, at least 
of quiet I ani = far 
between them an - 
um — 


JAMMU, FRIDAY, JANUARY 21,2000 


DAILY EXCELSIOR) The fo 
AUTONOMY REPORT 


Acceptance by the State Cabinet all the recommendations of the 
State Autonomous Committee necd not be taken at its face value. 
For one thing when SAC recommendations were forwarded to the 
centre the comments of the state government did not accompany it. 
Endorsement by the state cabinet is thus a formality to clear the 
query of the centre. State could not have given any other comment 
for the very simple reason that SAC members are synonymous with 
cabinet ministers. To that extent it is a purely National Conference 
Affair as no other political party was ever consulted or involved 
while discussing the autonomy. To be precise, such autonomy 
formed part of the National Conference manifesto and constitution ` 
of ministerial committee and the approval now given by the state 
cabinet only tries to redeem its electoral pledge. There is no deny- 
ing the fact that right from day one, all that has been done with. 
regard to formation of SAC and recommendations thereof have met 
with massive flak publicly and on the floor of the assembly due to 
yarious reasons. The SAC recommendations had been lying dor: 
mant and the topic is sought to be revived by accepting its recom- 
mendations for onward despatch to the centre. 

Everyone in the country and the state realises futility of such 
reversal of tide. None can reverse the stream of Jhelum. First at- 
tempt in this direction was made by the tallest leader of the state 
Late Sheikh Mohd Abdullah sobnafter his re-incarnation as the 
Chief Minister of the state under the Indira-Sheikh accord in 1975. 
As a result he constituted a special cabinet committee headed by 

his trusted lieutenant Mirza Afzal Beg. The committee was asked to 
review all the laws extended to the state after 1953, some 300 laws to 
he precise, and recommend repeal of any law that was considered 
Not beneficial to the people of thy state. This committee was subse- 
quently headed by DD Thakur.It is well recorded that none of the 
aws thus extended were recommended for repeal. This status re- 
Aes me is ikh the helm. It may be relevant 

assembly slegtion held in the 

as revive „Shei "S 

Tomped home with thumping majority and ee ee une po 

not the issue in the then manifesto. à 


cancer in Kashmir. 
One: india wins a decisive 


and Pakistan. 


Cabinet seriously believed 


in blood and moncy. 


. Political compulsions and expedienc {ati 4 
i | y of the National Confer-| 
ence motivated NC to incorporate autonomy in its manifesto and |. 
then gradually translate into something that is kept alive although 
ae right from the beginning. It may have been a coun- | 
sionist or any other rea ‘plained. In fac 
none in he oe Other reasons not explained. in fact | 
ed s power apparatus has tried to make it a =e YA 
t A a re fora other than keeping the theme alive B 
uae E pu o eM d of the SAC now accepted by the 
SEN “Lis quite revealing. t recommends restoration of pre- | 
ae DA 3 : ei repealing 300 central laws since DE 
N . proposed restorati 
A ation of the nome 
pan e Minister instead of the Chief Minister and Sad EM 2 
instead of GovernorArticie 370 is included i REDE 
(ag as ‘temporary’. SAC ants in the Indian Constitu- 


; a the w NOE 
special". Jurisdiction of the hes Word to be substituted with 
x burt of the State would be the hi 


Be provid: mean end of any 
here Iberemercency-an 


nere be emergency an 


here are, or have been, or could 
à be. at least four solutions to the 


Kashmir territory. In conventional 
perception this option was lost in: 
1948 when Jawaharlal Nehru and his 
L K Advani, Sardar Patel, agreed to 
the proposal for a ceascfire that 
stopped the advancing Indian forces 
at the line that is threatening to bc- 
come the de facto border between India 


This is a partial truth. Hindsight 
has a poor reputation but it has its 
merits, particularly if it can be a good: 
teacher. There was certainly an elc- 
ment of naivete in Nehru's conviction 
that the United Nations would be an 
impartial world body that would treat 
every nation as an equal. Nehru knew 
all there was to know about colonial- 
ism. He was less perceptive, in the 
carly post-war years, about this 
emerging fact called neo-colonialism, 
although after the Kashmir-UN expe- 
rience he would become the world's 
leading crusader against exploitation 
by other means. In 1948 the Indian 


United Nations was an alternative to 
a prolonged and possibly indecisive 
war. Why ? Because the United Na- held on to some territory in Rajasthan had still not recovered from 1962. We 
tions charter said so. But while the i 

second world war may have brought 
one world to an end, it had not 
changed power-politicians into human 
beings. India learnt this the very hard 
way. We do not trust the United Na- 
tions for anything substantive now, 
but the price of Kashmir is being paid 


However, the war option was not 
truly lost.in 1948; it was lost after 
1971, in 1972. The Indian armed forces 


T o s 
th solution 
urth so to 
had sliced Pakistan in half. decifP&td with ing; 

: Tid. , an-Ocrupied-Paki 
qe ya p Cry least, just we ate en 
wife to a new nation. Zulia ial Pakistan. i EAM g 
Bhutto, who picked up 2 sha a . Oppor- 


tunities do 
i not return; 2 cer- 
Pakistan, could go only thus far With ; and 1972 cer 


tainly did no. Bhutto’ 
. ve utto's successor (and 
oratory, he had neither the weapons hangman) General Zia ul-Haq used 


nor the confidence to do anything effective di rios 
about anything. Mrs Indira 4] hi, gradual E NU Sinik ale 
who had won the war, sa [o Strength, bought peace on his castern 
If everything went ng 1972 She border as the exploited the war on his 
everything went wrong Ur ©?" 1 Westem, By the time he died, Paki- 
gave Pakistan a pact In a @and stan was ready to convert Kashmir 
asked for nothing in return. teven into a cauldron once again. 
hindsight can explain or rationalise the Solution 2: Pakistan wins a deci- 
policy of the Indian government. All sive war over Kashmir. History gave 
that Delhi needed was one demand : Islamabad two changes. The first was 
for a settlement of the Kashmir dis- in 1962, when we ¡were tottering un- 
pute as part of a final packagefor fu- der the Chinese onslaught, and were 
ture friendship. We asked fornothing vulnerable militarily as well as psy- 
except a phrase in the Shimla agree- chologically. There is no serious ex- 
ment that, for all the benefitit gave planation as yet as to why Pakistan 
us, could have been draftedby Paki- dithered in October and November 
stan, and probably was. 1962, since generosity can be ruled 
Why did India never ask for the out as a possibility. President Ayub 
rest of Kashmir during the talks on Khan attempted to compensate for 
the exchange of captured teritoriesin his uncertainty in 1962 by a well- 
1972 ? Did Maharaja HariSingh ac- crafted plan in 1965 Operation Gi- 
cede two-thirds of Jammuand Kash- braltar would set up infiltrators tn our 
mir to India or the whole of it? Lam Kashmir valley in the autumn of 1965, 
.not suggesting that we could have got and Operation Grand Slam conducted 
back Pakistan-Occupied-Kashmir. 1 with the full force of the Pakistan 


am merely asking why we did not armed forces would deliver the knock- 
want it back. Supposing Pakistan had out punch against an Indian army that 


Solution 
war over 


that the 


j “of Kutch- di in the beginning, and 
or Gujarat - perhaps a slice of. Kutch- did get ambushed int 

from previous coaflicisi would that badly. The Pakistan army was on the 
have been on the agenda of 1972 or verge of a famous breakthrough in 
not ? That was the moment to force à Jammu that would have cut off the 
Sesionon Pisa outs valley and naan was 
cent a compromise withiheceasefire] from. te orth, 

in athe bona ra I eydid saved by Pakistan's enero ould 
not, th ir defeated Yahya KI an (the 
.troops Tack a Ped not re- serve India brilliantly once again be- 
store the territ ES YA captured, tween 1969 and 1971) decided to re- 
and relations oe Wc be normal- place his field commander in Ue 
iced. Pakistan vedi WA had to live Jammu sector just 25 he was pois 


Kashmir issue 


¿problems by 1951, when the Nehru- 


By MJ Akbar 


to complete his pincer. Why ? Be- Srinagar. Fact : India has no desire to methodology- Article 370 used to be 
cause Yahya Khan wanted the glory seize the part of Kashmir it lost in the one of the great contentions issucs, 
of victory for himself. As simple as. first war in 1947-48. Pakistan hasal- unti] the BJP setit aside in favour ofa 
that. We got breathing space, and very ready annexed the northern parts of _ conciliatory national agenda. There are 
soon our breath had become a gale that Occupied Kashmir into its territory, two ways of solving the Article 370 
tore open the international border be- and will not surrender its hold on the” problem : either by removing it from 
tween Amritsar and Lahore, and rest. Fact : The ceasefire line is the Kashmir, or by giving it to everyone 
trapped Pakistan's tanks at the battle effective border. Fact : The United else. Equality is achieved in either 
of Asal Uttar. Pakistan lost its chance Nations is present at this border, al- case, This is not to advocate any such 
to conquer Kashmir. We would never beit in a ceremonial, non-combatant move, merely to indicate possibilities. 
be so vulnerable again. role. The resolution bringing the The first step on the ladder of logic is 
Solution 3: Plebiscite. Dead. Bom United Nations to this border has al- to leave the non-negotiables where 

in 1947, sired in haste by Maharaja ready been passed and accepted by they are; Kashmir is divided, and let it 
Hari Singh and the Indian Cabinet while the belligerents. Fact: The belligerents remain so. It isaxiomatic that a settle- 
Pak intruders were raping the state possess nuclear weapons, and even. ment will be part of a larger Indo-Pak 
(literally). Developed serious health those nations why do not care whether agreement, ánd that any movement 
India and Pakistan join hands on the forward would mean both countries 
Liaquat talks settled a number of prob- journey to perfidy are certain that a cooperating on agreed SAARC prin- 
lems between the warring neighbours settlement is necessary to prevent an ciples of saftening the borders for 
but not this one. Pakistan refused to international catastrophe. Fact: There trade and travel. India and Pakistan 
withdraw its troops from occupied isa sizeable terrorist force fed, armed can therefore agree on a date for the 
Kashmir, a necessary precondition for and trained in Pakistan whose single culmination of this process, and in- 
E picbiscite. Tottered through various mission is to raise the bloodshed toa clude Kashrairwithin the ambit of this 
Indo-Pak talks, until it was buried point where either one side crumbles proposal. This does not work until 
constitutionally by Bakshi Ghulam oF both blow up. Fact : There is a another intemational demand is hon- 
Mohammed, who replaced Sheikh government led by the Army in -oured. The world is in no mood to 
Mohammad Abdullah. Ghost has been Islamabad, and no one can be more tolerate terrorism: and Pakistan will 

iven residence and preferential treat- hardline on Kashmir than generals. have to eliminate terrorists from its 
menti d but indicationsare Fact : There is a BJP government in soil. If it does not, then it must face 
A Baran Arm that Delhi, and if anyone can deliver aset- the judgement of the world, which will 
MAANA AR Bre E tlement it is the BJP, member of the be harsh. Pakistan has to stop being a 
gions frighten On Se Hindutva parivar. de facto terrorist state. Nothing is 
tions. Do these facts add up to anything? possible if that is Hees wa It is 

There's the rub. What the factsdo up to America, which may or may 

indicate is that the fire could becomea not control the world, but can cer- 
nuclear arson, despite the best ofin- tainly cont pan if itso HoF 
tentions. General Musharraf has ac- to ensure MIS. in its own interest, as 
ries in addition to straight lines). What tually said that Pakistan yai Me much as iaIndias interest. 

re the facts ofthe Kashmir situation, nuclear weapons in a war with India. E me 
a unlikely to alter. Two thirds of Obviously he added “if required”, but This m the babs oe 
the Kashmir area is part of India and trust me, Pakistan will require them if process, ot ing more. ut E bo 
will remain so. The Pakistani army is itis so foolish as to take on the Indian Presidentiill Clinton comes a | i 
not capable of defeating Indiaina war army. The facts also indicate that there b he will have s jev T 
across the ceasefire line, and there is is space for wisdom, if there is some e fie can start something. It 
no other way of removing the pres- wisdom left in the subcontinent. Let 
ence of Indian administration from me give an instance of the de Bono 


Solution 4 : Reality, with a touch 
of Edward de Bono (the management 
guru who suggested that answers were 
also available in curves and trajecto- 
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Regional Autonomy for Jammu to 
fulfill the democratic aspirations of 
| SRINAGAR, Jan. 28: Semi) people of the region, who had deci- 
Council Communist Party of India sively rejected the BJP at the polls." 
expressed its satisfaction over the It is unfortunate that the National 
State Cabinets formal approva! of , Conference has given a low priority 
State Autonomy Committee Report. Yo the autonomy issue much to the 
In à press statement, Mr Mohd disappointment of people who voted 
Yousuf member of the Council said. for it. We feel, it is merely due to lack 
"Party is of the opinion that this ac- of political will or failure to read the 
tion has come after loss of consider- popular mood. 
able time." The National Conference Unfortunately, after the installa- 
y had fought the last assembly elections tion of democratically elected Gov- 
2 on the issue of autonomy for the state emment under the leadership of Dr 
and had raised the demand to accept Farooq Abdullah the situation in 
¡the 1952 Delhi agreement as the basis strife-tom valley had not improved 
¡for resolving the question of au- to the expectations. The promises 
jfonomy with the result the National with people to provide a clean and 
——3 Conference gota massive mandate and responsible administration has not 
| a popularly elected Government was | been fulfilled. Unemployment and 
“installed: It was hoped that democrati- rampant corruption touching to a new 
cally run political and administrative high has increased the sufferings of 
{system will wean away the dissatis- the people. 
| fied lot among the younger generation _ ^ Today the situation in the valley 
from the path of militancy. ,/ and other parts of the State have wors- 
. It was also expected that the Na- ened. Militancy had taken a dreaded 
tional Conference Government will course. It is therefore, need of the hour 
its proposal for autonomy in , that confidence of people of Kashmir 
the State legislature. The National is restored. 
Confer hee Government was also — - "We feel by demanding abrogation 
pon to declare its package of of Article 370, they betray complete 
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ECPI support approval to 
autonomy committee report 


ignorance about constitutional history 
and evolution of Article 370 of Indian 
constitution. According to them the 
]root cause of crisis in Kashmir is the 
[retention of Article 370." 

CPI is of th view that Jammu and 
Kashmir State be granted autonomy 
and kepts its special status intact. The 
people of Jammu and Kashmir had 
acceeded to India on the basis of three 
subjects. Defence, Foreign Affairs and 
Communications, while other subjects 
to be administrated by the State. This 
is the initial basis of autonomy. for 
Jammu and Kashmir. Article 370 given 
constitutional sanctions were further ‘ 
fortified by 1952 Delhi agreement. Y 

Return to pre-1953 position 
strengthens accession and helps in 
preserving the gains of state people's 
movement. The grant of autonomy to 
any State cannot be conceived an act 
of generosity. Hence the erosion 
caused to the autonomy of Jammu and 
Kashmir State need to be restored in 
the right earnest without any further 
delay. This would pave the way to 
fulfill the aspirations of the people 
and autonomous status of all the three 
parts of the State. 


EE fect Y 


Youth 


Congress opposes 


' autonomy report 


ST NEWS SERVICE 


JAMMU, Jan 28—Jammu 
and Kashmir Pradesh Youth Con- 
gress has strongly opposed the 
report submitted by autonomy 
committee of Ministers to State 
cabinet which has been accepted 
by the cabinet. 

While opposing the report, the 
Pradesh Youth Congress leaders 
described it as anti-national 
propaganda of the ruling party in 
the state by dividing the state 
population on the caste and re- 

"gional lines. 

They further alleged that 
Bhartiya Janta Party and ruling 
! National Conference are playing 

witli the sentiments of people. 


, Junior 
Administrative 
| Grade granted to 


^5 Shantmanu 
p ST NEWS SERVICE | 


| JAMMU, Jan 28—The Jam- 

| mu and Kashmir Government has 

| sanctioned grant of Junior Ad- 

| ministrative Grede (IAS) of Rs 

| 12750-375-16500 to Mr. 

| Shantmanu, IAS (1991) with ef- 
vary. | 2 


| 
| 


Prominent among those who | 
were present in the mecting in- | 
clude Yogesh Sawhney, Ashok | 
Sharma, A.S. Mickey, Ashwani 
Puri. H.C. Sharma, Rajesh Bittu, 
Babbal Gupta, Raj Kumar and | 
others. 

Meanwhile, Pradesh Congress | 
Committee leaders have strongly | 
condemned the bomb blast on the | 
residence of Mr Mirza Muzaffar | 
Beg at Doda. They described it | 
as cowardice act. | 

They further alleged that State | 
government has failed to provide | 
security to the common man in | 
the State. | 

Prominent among those who 
condemned the bomb blast in- 
clude Ch. Mohd. Aslam, 
Dharampal Sharma and others. 
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This refers to the news item re- 
garding approval of State Government 
to the Autonomy Committee Report 
(ACR) and your Editorial on the sub- 
ject, published in your esteemed Daily 
dated 21.1.2000. 

While the country is stressing to 
march ahead in the new millennium, 
our State, unfortunately is going back- 
wards without knowing the repercus 
sions on the national scenario. 

The most important factor which 
has to be visualised is the internal se- 
curity of the State. In view of the 
stepped up militancy by the foreign 
mercenaries, all the security wings viz. 
Amy, BSF, CRPF, IB, Raw etc. have 
been deployed by the Central Gov- 
ernment to curb the same, In case pre 
1953 position is restored, the situa- 
tion wil! become grim, as the central 
forces may have to be withdrawn. 

Another aspect is the financial dis- 
integration. The State cannot find suf- 
ficient resources on its own to meet 
its requirements. There will be no aĉ- 
countabiliy-and consequently misuse 
j of funds, moreso, when the state will 
| have its own Accountant General. - 


With no jurisdiction of Supreme 
Court, it is apprehended that funda- 
mental rights of the people will be 
curbed which will amount to denial of 
justice. 

The Government of India, in view 
of above and other far reaching impli- 
cations involved should ignore the 
Report with firmness or reject it 
outrightly. The real purpose of the 
NC Government is to blackmail the 
Central Government for more funds 
with no accountability. It is a known 
fact that all the political parties have 
denied the rampant and unprecedented 
coruption in the higher echelons while 
the people are suffering for the basic 

amenities. 

Moreover, in case the Autonomy 
is given to J&K State, there would be 
very much apprehension that other 
states will also follow the foot steps 
of the J&K State, and as such there 
would be every chance for disintegra- 
tion of India. Therefore, such an argu- 
ment or proposal of the J&K State 
Government should be outrightly set 
aside declaring that it is not possible 
atall for the Central Government and 
they (State Government) should not 
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talk for grant of Autonomy. 


Yours etc... 

B L Seru 

908 Subash Nagar, 
Jammu. | 


Students' plea 
to employees | 


Sir, 

The strikes by the Government 
employees have created great prob- 
lems for the student community, es- 
pecially for the student community 
belonging to District Doda. At first, 
the college remained closed for sev- 
eral days as some of the rooms were 
locked by the agitating employees. 
Simultaneously, the employees ex- 
tended their. strike upto January 25. 
So. the students belonging to Doda 
District left. for their respective des- 
tinations. : 

Now. some teachers appointed on 
adhoc basic took this opportunity to 
teach the students by taking the 
classes in some unlocked rooms and | 
marking the above said students be- | 
longing to the District Doda as absen- P 
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| CPI welcomes acceptance of 
autonomy report by cabinet | 


ST NEWS SERVICE 


JAMMU, Jan 28—Kashmir 
Council Communist Party of In- 
| dia has expressed its satisfaction 
| over the State Cabinet's formal 


, approval of State Autonomy : 


Committee Report. 

It is unfortunate that the Na- 
tional Conference has given a 
low priority to the autonomy is- 
sue much to the disappointment 
of people who voted for it. We 
feel, it is merely due to lack of 
political will or failure to read the 
popular mood, a CPI spokesman 
said. 

The spokesman further said 
that after the installation of demo- 
cratically elected government 
under the leadership of Dr. 
Farooq Abdullah, the situation 
in strife torn valley had not im- 
proved to the expectations. The 
promises given to people to pro- 
| vide a clean and responsive ad- 


ministration has not been tul- | 
filled. | 

Dehat Sudar Sabha, Poonch | 
has also welcomed the step of | 
the State Cabinet to accord the 
approval to the recommenda- 


tions of the State Autonomy and 


Regional Autonomy Committee. 

Mr. Javed A. Rana, chairman 
of the sabha said that by imple- 
menting the report of SAC and 
RAC, the state ensured the bet- 
ter involvement and participa- 
tion of people in different regions 
for a balanced political, eco- 
nomic, social, cultural and edu- 
cational development. He stated 
that there is dire urgency of de- 
fining the regions and provinces 
in the state to achieve the objec- 
tive of self-governance and so- 


cial-development. 
—X— Ó — 
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“unacceptable 


Excelsior Correspondent 


JAMMU, Jan 20 : Vaid Vaishno 
Dutt, Member Parliament expressed 
! grave concern over the reported ac- 
| ceptance of Autonomy Report on the 
recommendations of the State Au- 
| tonomy Committee (SAC) by the state 
— cabinet. 
! In a statement issued here Mr Dutt 
said that this is a serious issue which 
does not concern J&K state only but 
whole of the country and its unity, 
| integrity and sovereignty. “We, as a 
whole, represent one entity that is 
India and all the síates are its constitu- 
| ents embedded to it through workable 
secular constitution, providing equal 
status, and equal opportunity to one 
and all. This character of our country 
is upheld by one and all on the globe 
and our secular character is graded 
first in the world,” he maintained. 


He said some vested interests are 
interested in breaking down this un- 
blemished character of the country. 
Great sacrifices have been made in the 
past and many people have laid down 
their lives to the cause of Integrity of 
the country with sole motto of having 
“Ek Pradhan, Ek Vidhan”. The sacri- 
fice made in this direction by late 
Shama Prasad Mukerjee can not be 
ignored. Besides the changes brought 


: Vaid 


in laws and constitution from time to 
time for the past half a century to 
strengthen ties with Indian Union in 
respect of J&K state can not be re- 
versed. 

Mr Dutt said that the Autonomy 
report is ful! of malafide and not ac- 
ceptable to the masses at all. It is an 
attempt to disassociate by gradual 
steps with the centre, which none will 
permit. 

The requisition made in the Au- 
tonomy Report for providing the seat 
of Prime Minister, Sadre Riyasat and | - 
repealing of over 300 good laws of b 7 
the Centre, providing the status of| 
Supreme Court to the High Court off — 
the state and what not speak the | 
herent behind it. This all is against the! — 
country as a whole. 

Mr Dutt made eamest appeal to the 
Centre for not acceding to any of the 
points mentioned in the Autonom 
Report, if the country is to be kepti 
united and its integrity maintained] — 
The time has elapsed enough whic 
warrants that this temporary conces 


sion of Article 370 should totally g 
off. 3 
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Excelsior Correspondent 


|) JAMMU, Jan 23: Describing 
| greater autonomy as commitment 
Jof National Conference with the 
people of the State, Chief Minis- 
Poi iter, Dr Farooq Abdullah today 
‘staunchly defended his decision to 
¡get the State Autonomy Commit- 
tee report approved by the Cabi- 
— net, 

2? Im an informal chat with me- 
dia-men at Jammu University, Dr 
Abdullah criticised those elements 
who have un-necessarily been ras- 
ing hue and cry on that issue and 
LS made it clear that autonmy for 
State don't mean secession. 
) “Our party's Government had 
| [rom the very beginning asked for 
| greater autonomy within the con- 
- stitution of India", he said, adding, 
“we don't want to weaken our ties 
With the country and we are not 
ding anything that is going to be 
?minst the national interest”, 

Dr Abdullah further said : “To 


ED S EPR WA 


EA » 


“Station is very important and we: 
3'tpart of India and being part of ` 


India one has to be part of the peo- 
ple. We can't live in isolation". 

Dr Abdullah asserted that National 
Conference wants to strengthen the 
country and it don't want to create a 
«situation that was detrimental to the 
nation. The Autonomy Report, 
‘though delayed. would be discussed 

with the Centre and other political 
parties, He claimed that the then Cen- 
tral Government had appreciated the 
demand for greater autonomy to 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

Coming down heavily on some 
politicians interferring in the employ- 
ees’ stir, he said that some vested in- 
terest were exploiting employees for 
their petty political interests. 

Speaking at inaugural function of 
the Interactive Radio Broadcasts of 
the Jammu Centre of the Indira Gan- 
dhi National Open Univeristy 
(IGNOU), he regretted that agitating 
Government employees became putty 
clay in the hands of some base-less 
politicians who for their petty politi- 
cal interests exploiting the former. 

Dr Abdullah said that he was 
not against employees but was 


my won't weaken ties | 
with India, says Farooq 


helpless to concede their demands 
in the prevailing financial condi- 
tions. *Ours was one of the first 
State of country which imple- 
mented 5th Pay Commission de- 
spite difficult financial position 
which has put an extra burden of 
Rs 700 crores", he said and la- 
mented that instead of cooperat- 
ing with Government at this cru- 
cial time, they (employees) resorted 
to hartal. 

*We have put before the employ- 
ees the financial situation ofthe State 
and knowing well the difficulties they 
must not nurture the feeling that we 
.are being harsh to them, he said. On 
one side we are fighting a war un- 
leashed by Pakistan while on the other, 
we have very little for development 
works and services like education and 
health. He, however, hoped that the 
striking employees too would appre- 
ciate the financial constraints of the 
State. 

With out naming former Union 
Home Minister and PDP supremo, 
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed, Dr 
Abdullah regretted that some vested 


interests, asking for White Paper, were 
instigating employees in a bid to 
destabilise the Government. “ These 
base-less leaders, who are dreaming 
to get power in the State, are living in 
fool's paradise as they don't have 
even two men to accompany them but 
they are demanding dismissal of 
Farooq Government", he said, add- 
ing, "they are not only exploiting the 
employees but befooling themselves 
also". 

Referring to negotiations being 
held with the striking employees by 
the Divisional Commissioner, Jammu, 
Chief Minister said ^we have told the 
employees that as soon as our finan- 
cial difficulties areover, we will meet | 
their demands. He added that Gov- | 
ernment was aware that their demands | 
were genuine but they should stand | 
by it in view of present scarce re- | 
Sources. 

Defending Government's decision 
to declare secretariat service inter- 
transferable, the Chief Minister said 
that step will end domination of the 
employees from Srinagar and Jammu f 
(Contd on page 11 Col 1) 
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Excelsior Correspondent 


JAMMU, Jan 3: Bharatiya Janata 
Party leader from Ladakh Division, 
Padam Shree Sonam Paljor (Retired 
Comdt. ITBP) has said that the peo- 

“ple from Ladakh are totally against’ 
the Autonomy move of the National 
Conference Government and would 
Oppose it forcefully, 
Addressing a press conference here 
today, Mr Sonam termed Dr Fa 
Abdullah’s recent approval to State 
Autonomy Commi 
hollow slogans to 
deeds. He alleged that Projection of 
such a controversial issue at this cru- 
cial period by the Chief Minister make 
the people to understand that the 
Party has some vested motive, Keep- 
ing aside the National interest. ^ 

Such a dangerous move of disinte- 
gration of the country to create yet 
another country within the Country 
appeared to be a deep rooted con- 
Spiracy and the people of Ladakh will 
never tolerate the division of the coun- 
try in phased manner. Bringing back 
the State to pre- 1952 conditions, is 
the one step to disintegrate India and’ 


BJP leader from Ladakh Padam Sh 
4 press conference in Jammu on Thurs 


[alleged discrimination w 


ttee Report as a NC Government has s; 
pu VER mis-: Ladakh Autonomous Hill 


moreover, no citizen ef this egesr Des 
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Excelsio, 
ree Sonam Paljor Slanked by State BJP Chief Mr DK Kotwal, 
day. 


addressing 


Strongly opposes N C's 
my move: Sonam 


‘country would like the disintegration, 
The sacrifices of the brave soldiers 
who fought for the honour of the State 
and the Country as well, in 1947-48, 
1962, 1965, 1971 and now in Kargil 
War in 1999, will not be allowed to go 
Waste and Succumbing to such a ne- 
farious move of a section of people 


from the State, would be dishonour to 
those brave Souls, 


Criticising the NC gov 


Jammu and Kashmir state became part 
of India after the accession, which was |. — 
legally done by the ruler of the state. | * 
© power can separate it from India. | 
Mr Sonam said that BJP favours re- | 
Sional councils for Jammu, Kashmir 
and Ladakh regions but if any group | 
Or section tried to mislead the inno- | 
cent people with anti-national slogans | 


and moves, will be dealt with iron } 
hands. 


- 


emment for 
ith the peo- 
leader said that 


: he- 
ple of Ladakh, the The BJP leader condemned the 


sabo then MOS Home, during Kargil war | ~ 
AS ed the: for his Teported Statement—"who. c . 
ment Council for its Vested interest. knows, Who has won the war ?" Mr | ^w 
The students 


d the ated class “Onam said that such a statement is |- 
of Ladakh region has V shameful on the part ofa ruling Fary pa 
government jobs and also for admis. "Minister. During Kargil "cA he main- E 

“Sion to the professional colleges. It tained, the civilians fom nu 
has also sabotaged the Socio-economic Bion supported the sold esi every 
development of Ladakh. Only defence "espect and even wor P 


A ily. 
related development works from the f^ S rd a said that any 


Central funds are visible in this re- uarter to weaken 
í : ` t from any q a i f 
EIC Teen anis dangerous move te with the country will be foiled 5 
iate Shan Mo ed Abdullah was by the people of Ladakh region With } 
jail by the Central goy ent Y il and warned the ruling 
sent to jail by Bovernm tooth and nail 


for long period and the so called lead- government to desist from such dan- 
ers should take lesson from it. gerous moves. 


He said every body knows that 
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SRÍÑAGAR, Feb: 3: Acting chair- 
man A the Hurriyat Conference, 
Mirwaiz Umar Faroog today assailed 
National Conference Government and 
| its eaders for propagating that inter- 
nal autonomy to Jammu and Kashmir 
| was an alternative to the demand of 
| right to self determination fer the 

| Kashmiris. 

Talking to reporters here today, 
Minwaiz Farooq said that the National 
Conference leaders were trying to 
mislead the world community . Au- 
tonomy is an eye wash that can never 
resolve Kashmir issue, he asserted. 

He claimed that US President Bill 


Autonomy an eye-w 


Clinton's proposed visit to India in 
March was primarily aimed at resolv- 
ing the vexed Kashmi/ issue. 

Bill Clinton is coming with a pro- 
posal on Kashmir resolution which 
will be discussed With New Delhi 
during Clinton's stay in India, the 
Hurriyat's Acting chairman said. 

Mirwaiz Famog said Kashmiris 
welcomethe proposed visitof Clinton 
to India as it will help in resolving the 
Kashmir issue) We whole-heartedly 
welcome the"iSit ofthe US President 
to the sub-continent in March, he fur- 
ther said. 

J US is more interested in 
the resol 9n ofKashmir issue for the 
. bright fte ofthe sub-continent. US 


ash: Hurriyat 


was interested in the resolution of 
Kashmir issue so as to prevent a pos- 
sible nuclear confrontation between | 
India and Pakistan over Kashmir, he | 
said. | 
- The Mirwaiz reiterated Hurriyat's | 
demand for holding tripartite talks | : 
among India, Pakistan and the repre- 
sentatives of Kashmiris to resolve the | 
Kashmir issue. | 
He also called upon India to give | 
up its hard stand on Kashmir and | T. 
resume talks with Pakistan. India /- 
should talk to Pakistan without con- 
sideration whetherthat country is ruled 
by Army oracivilian Government, he | 
added. 


b 


NEW DELHI, Feb 3: 


Three prominent organisations of 
‘Jammu and Kashmir today raised a 
¡joint demand for splitting the state 
| into four parts and opposed grant of 
| Autonomy to the state: as sought by 
— the National Conference Government. 
À Leaders of Jammu Joint Students 
| Front (JJSF), Ladakh Buddhist As- 
|| sociation (LBA) and Panun Kashmir 
| at a press conference here also criti- 
| cised the Vajpayee Government for 
+ being silent to the endorsement by the 
) State Cabinet of the report which en- 
| visages limiting Centre’s powers in the 
state. | 
| We demand political reorganisation 
M | of the J and K state which envisages 
| Union Territory for Ladakh, separate 
state for jamn.“ and creation of Panun 
(own) Kashmir wiih 2 Union Terri- 
tory status for seven lakh internally 
displaced Kashmiri people, they said. 
JJSF president Rajinder Jamwal 


and LBA president T Samphel charged 


that their regions had throughout been 
discriminated against by the State 
Governments dominated by 
Kashmiris and said carving out sepa- 
rate entities of Jammu and Ladakh 
would be an appropriate way to ad- 
dress the grievances of the people of 
these two regions. 

Ladakhis have always been domi- 
nated (by Kashmir). We have never 
been comfortable and that is why we 
had started a campaign for UT status 
in 1989, Samphel said, adding they 
later settled for hill district status for 
the sake of national interest. 

The LBA leader said the Ladakhis 
had again started feeling that our ex- 


DAILYEXCELSIOR 


E J&K groups demand 
split of state 


ticularly after the Farooq Abdullah 
Government mooted the idea of pre- 
1953 position for the state. 

Right now, if we have any prob- 
lems with the State Government, we 
rush to the Centre. Where will we go 
if the Centre's powers in the state are 
reduced, he said. 

Jamwal said the people of Jammu 
and Ladakh and Kashmiri Pandits had 
nothing to do with more autonomy 
for the state and that it was the de- 
mand of only the National Confer- 
ence. ` 

Integration of J and K with the 
Union can be kept in tact only if it is 
reorganised, he opined. 

Panun Kashmir's Chairman of Po- 
litical Affairs Committee Ajay 
Chrangoo likened the autonomy de- 
mand to that of Muslim conference of 


“MA Jinnah which led to partition 


and warned that this could be ihe first 
step towards secession. 

The timing ofthe demand for more 
autonomy is intriguing. It raises 
doubts in one’s mind whether it may 
have been made to coincide with the 
coming visit of US President Bill 
Clinton to India, he said, adding the 
proposals of the NC Government and 
some us think tanks were on same 
lines. 

He demanded that the Centre 
should forthwith reject the State Gov- 
emment’s report, failing which the 
state should be split. 

The three leaders added that the 
alienation of people of the state was 
not due to so-called erosion of the 
autonomy ofthe state but due to mis- 


deeds of rulers ofthe state since 1947. 


(PTI) 


istence and future is in danger, par- 


| 


a 


Juditi 


Constitution 


Continued from page 1, column 5 


breach of the privileges of the House 
and its contempt. 

The court referred to the advisory 

opinion given by the Supreme Court 
in the Presidential reference in the 
case arising out of the clash between 
the UP Vidhan Sabha and the judges 
of the Allahabad High Court that 
the courts had the jurisdiction to 
examine the existence and extent of 
the privileges claimed by a legislature 
and said: “We have no desire to 
arrogate to ourselves jurisdiction which 
does not belong to us. But one thing 
is certain—we owe allegiance to the 
Constitution and if the Constitution 
requires that we shall adjudicate upon 
the existence and extent of the pri- 
vileges claimed by the legislature and 
if in our considered view it does not 
exist, we shall refuse to give effect 
to it. There is no power on carth 
which can deter us from doing our 
duty. . 
“Therefore, despite the threat of 
contempt we must proceed to examine 
whether the claim of privilege made 
by the legislature is well-rounded.” 


UNFORTUNATE TREND 


The court said that unfortunately 
attempts were being made to deni- 
giate the judiciary but these attempts 
proceeded on a total misconception 
of the true function of the judiciary 
under the written Constitution and a 
lack of awareness as to how essential 
and indispensable was the institution 
for maintenance of the democratic 
values which we cherished so much 
and to which we have given perma- 
nent abode in our Constitution. 

Democracy, it added, was a deli- 
cate, sensitive and highly sophisticat- 
ed mechanism. It demanded for its 
successful working a great sense of re- 
sponsibility, maturity and restraint on 
the part of all those who were engag- 
ed in it. A slightest disturbance in the 
delicate balance of its adjustments 
could throw its mechanism out of 
gear and seriously impair its efficacy. 
Something of Pascal's spirit of self- 
research and self-reproach must, there- 
fore, imbue every department of the 
State and cach must be willing to 
recognise and concede the legitimate 
exercise of its function by the other. 

Referring to the privileges of the 
legislature under Article 143 (3) of 
the Constitution the court said that 
in England the House of Commons 
had the privilege to be the sole judge 
of its proceedings as it was also the 
superior court of record and this 
position was recognised by courts 
there. But the position in India was 
different. India had a written Consti- 
tution and under it the entire judicial 
function to interpret the laws and the 
Constitution were entrusted to courts. 
Under Article 226 of the Constitution 
High Courts were given the wide 
power to interpret and enforce the 
Constitution and thus also examine the 
privileges available to the legislature 
under Article 194 (3). 

This power was given to High 
Courts to ensure that different organs 
bf the State functioned within the 
limits set for them by the Constitu- 
tion, the court observed.—PTT. 

€ court held rhat the power of 
Be High Court nnder Article 226 was 
Vnrcstraá'ned and under this super- 

Ory power the High Court could 

examine the legality of the proceed- 


ings in the House if approached by 
an aggrieved citizen. The privileges 
enjoyed by the House under Article 
194(3) (as those enjoyed by the House 
of Commons) did not give immunity 
to it from the scrutiny of courts 
even in respect of internal procced- 
ings. If any privileges were exercis- 
ed which properly did not belong to 
the House, the court could intervene 
and strike down the action at the 
instance of an aggrieved party. 


It said that a contrary view would 
make it possible for the legislature to 
define the limits of its own powers and 
in that process to expand them if it 
so chose and that would be clearly 
destructive of the rule of law. If one 
looked at the problem objectively it 
could hardly be disputed that where 
there was a written constitution, the 
task of interpretation must be left to 
the judiciary, for judges were trained 
in the science of law and as such they 
would be best fitted to arrive at a 
proper construction of the meaning of 
a statute. Moreover, as pointed out 
by Mr. Justice Frankfurter, they were 
"free from the tensions and tempta- 
tions of party strife, detached from 
fleeting interests of the moment”. The 
content of Article 194(3) must, there- 
fore, be determined by courts. 

The court, however, agreed that the 
House had the power to settle its 
own code of procedure and was not 
answerable for its observance to any 
external authority, The House enjoy- 
ed this privilege of the House of 
Commons as incorporated in Article 
1943) and this also included the 
power to adjourn. 

At the same time Article 208(1) of 
the Constitution empowered the legis- 
lature to frame rules to regulate its 
own procedure. Under these rules 
framed by the Gujarat Assembly Rule 
9 gave power to the Speaker to ad- 
journ the House. But Article 208(1) 
made it clear that the rules would be 
subject to other provisions of the 
Constitution. Thus the power of the 
Speaker under Rule 9 was subject to 
the power of the House to adjourn, 
as available to it under Article 194(3),. 


Congress (O) circles 
jubilant 


“The Times of India" News Service 


AHMEDABAD, May 2: The Con- 
gress (O) circles were jubilant here 
today following the dismissal by the 
Gujarat High Court of the writ peti- 
tion filed by four Opposition members 
challenging the adjournment of the 
State. Assembly. 

They described the judgment as a 
"moral victory" for their party which 
has recommended the adjournment of 
the House. 

Soon after the judgment was an- 
nounced, the Chief Minister, Mr. 
Hitendra Desai, held discussion with 
some of his Cabinet colleagues to 
chalk out the party's strategy. 

Sources close to the Chicf Minister 
said that Mr. Desai would not re- 
commend to the Governor to pro- 
rogue the House. “We will re-sum- 
mon thé Assembly but at our choos- 
ing". the sources said. 

It would not be “advisable” to 
ccnvene the Assembly in the “atmos- 
phere of tension", they said. 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, 


May 


of Gui 


AHMEDABAD, May 2: The Guja- 
rat High Court today held that the 
State Assembly had rhe power to ad- 
journ itself and rejected the writ 
petiion of four Opposition MLAs 
challenging the validity of the adjourn- 
ment of the House “sine dic" on 
March 28. 


The court said the power of the 
Assembly was not curtailed by Rule 
nine of the Rules of Procedure of the 
House which gave power to the 
Speaker to adjourn the House. 

The ruling given by the Speaker 
allowing the House to pass the motion 
for adjournment was within his powers. 
The court said that his ruling was 
final and the motion valid. 


LEAVE GRANTED 


The court, however, granted leave 
to the petitioners to appeal to the 
Supreme Court. 

The petition was heard by a Special 
Bench of the High Court consisting 


of the Chief Justice, Mr. AED 
Bhagwati and Mr, Justice B. J. 
Diwan. 


It was contended on behalf ot the 
petitioners that under Rule 9 of the 
Rules of Procedure of the Assembly 
the Speaker alone had the power to 
adjourn the House and the House had 
no power to adjourn itself by adopting 
a motion by majority. 

The Chief Justice, p 


Mr. N. 


| Bhagwati, who delivered the judgment 


of the court, said the power given to 
the Speaker under Rule 9 was subject 
to other provisions of the Constitution 
including Article 193 (3) under which 
inc legislature enjoyed the powers and 
Privileges of the House of Commons 


adjournment 


ic 165710 k 


arat 


Assembly | 


to settle its own code of procedure 
to conduct business of the House and 
to depart from it whenever it thought 
necessary. To adjourn jtself was an 
incidental power of the House to 
settle its own procedure and code of 
RUE of its business, His Lordship 
said. 

At the «ame time the court reject- 
ed the argument that the House was 
the sole judge of the legality of its 
internal. proceedings. 


It held that under Article, 226 of 
the Constitution the High Court had 
the jurisdiction to examine the exist- 
ence and extent of a privilege claimed 
hy the Assembly. 


The court remarked that “it is | 
rather unusual" that the Speaker of 
the Assembly should have conveyed 
through a communication from the 
Secretary to the Assembly to the Re- | 
gistrar ofthe High Court that he 
could not appear before the court. 


Referting to this communication the 
court observed “though it is not claim- 
ed in so many words that the House 
is the sole and absolute judge of its 
own privileges and these cannot be 
allowed to suffer the scrutiny of the 
court even as regards their existence 
or extent, that is in effect the basis 
of the stand taken by the Speaker 
on behalf of the Assembly.” 

The court further pointed out that 
the Speaker had said in words plan 
enough to admit of no doubt that if 
the court assumed jurisdiction and 
issued any direction or order on the 
petition, it would amount to a clear 


Continued on page 5. column 1 
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2 Sir,—The elections in Jammu had not come for thelr removal, the one hand we helped, and did y 
mU. dan 31—Syed Mir with Padma Siri fA her oxehi " and Kashmir State have been Last year it was on the eve of everything at our CMS) tol, 
‘declared. here today that ary courage in apprehen ine 9) fixed for March 8, onwards and elections to the Parliament in liberate Bangla Desh. And this) 
3 would be allowed de dle Heavily ‘armed "Pakistan! enr somef the final date for nominations is which Sheikh Saheb had expres- was done to safeguard and  de-| 
he peace and stability of in Poonch ANON E ae AM ARIAS 1972. The time fac- S DOS o contest that zena M principles pi democracy 
shmir under the pre 5 - . iders for his externment were and human rights. Yet on : 
EK de erg Hem LUE. xci Magd introduced] After the stand taken by issued. Now that India's image other hand we O, fanani 
t MUR Sakan r anyone did w ut brave Gujjar Muslim} India for securing democratic as a country dedicated to demo- such cherished principles in our| 
PESIN Ba n b goman at the Press conference\ rights for the people of Bangla cracy has emerged in stronger own country. a 
As ` i $n sald she had given a strong} Desh it would be unwise and colours, our responsibility is grea- Jt would be proper for the Gov- IB 
Addressing a Press conference, SAP In the face of Pakistani lead. | shortsighted if the ‘Union and fer. The continuance of his ex- t of India not Med 
tne Chief Minister said the Gov. CYS who thought they could exploit | Kashmir governments  continus ternment and ali restrictions that ii DOE theses acl Ne os SERI 
ernment was considering the speech the religious sentiments of — the] the policy of banging the door fetter the rights of the voters on ‘Abdullah and his mW M ELT ` 
mae by Maulana Mohammed people of Kashmir. Jon those who wish to join in the eve of election to the State allowed to contest ihe elections fil 
Saeed Masoodi, a lieutenant of . Mrs Mall told PTI that she was building a democratic structure Assembly can have no other mean: in Kashmir.—Yours etc Sd 
Shetkh Abdullah who ts in favour Proud of what she did. “How could and participate i ash economie: ing thünskhe dese ot tue Burns “TANVEER A. shari li 
of the Sheikh’s followers participat- Y tolerate an enemy agent who reconstruction 0 ashmir. 6 party to preserve power and pri- Sarai Rehman, Aligarh, . > t 


: had come to he dc condition for a fair and free elec- vilege for itself. You have right- 
ing in the Assembly elections, It o harm my own coun-4¢ion is to normalise the situation ly said that the laws are firm es January 22, A 


had also noted that the Jamaat-e- try’s security forces”. she asked.] by withdrawing the externment clear enough to prevent any mis- — ande K v 


Isami wanted to contest the elec- > qy ye ET Shei s hs - 
WAA "KASHMIR AWAMI Nets Slits ciet nier Aar 
e did not indicate any specific ical prisone ^moving e Tudd rich eee Ra SE 
action al present against either. BODY YO M EET € He PA TT edd cde ciem Judicia fr Ys Aes wen SEX n that) lied 20,993; invalid 1417. Sonaulleh | 
But pointed out that election law j kers, and removing the ban on e onstituti È Wa AGES hie b RS Bar (Cong) 104002; Ghulam Hassan: 
= i prevented use of religion for elec- SRINAGAR, Jan 31.—Mirwaiz,f the ‘plebiscite Front. There are fighting hi dh Ten Gama Where Mir (Ind). 4,978; Omkar Nath (ind) | 
tion purposes, It was for the Maulana Mohammad — Faroo el known hurdles in giving free and then is the ustification for the 414: Abdul ‘aziz Mir (Ind) 490; Pir | : 
Election Commission to see what Chairman of the Awami Redon fair elections to the people of law which lays down that a per- Ghulam Ahmed (Jamat-i-lslami) 3,692. | $ 
it should do if any candidate used Committee. has convened a meet] Kashmir in a fearless atmosphere. gon who once was a member of Bijbehara : Electorate 28879; polled 7 
religion for electioneering. ing of the Working Committe > f^ But very little is known about the a banned organisation shall con- 20161; invalid. 596. Saif-ud-Dinn Dar | Y 
Replying to a question, the his party on Fehruary 4. r e of recent amendment to the State tinue to be banned? It smacks of Pu gh $ 
D Chief Minister sald since the PTI ` ary 4, reports. | election law, known as Act VIII caste rules in secular politics for e E memes 
| Plebiscite Front was an outland According to a Press fi of 1971. This is not only undemo- in casteism once a person belongs £ 
organization its members were issued today the em p releast A cratic but preposterous. Accorde to a caste, he can never be con- 
disqualified from contesting elec. cuss the UH meeting will dis’ ing to this amendment, a person sidered to have cast off that | 
tion, Asked what would he do if Action Gorn gon nr the Awam | who has ever in the past been 8 mark. May I ask: do we there- | 
some Plebiscite Front men tried in the Ass Ya eee participatic dr[ member of a political party, NOW by serve the cause of building 
to enter the legislature under an- ties Assembly elections. | thi banned, cannot offer himself as a free secular democracy? E: 
ther garh, he said he was sure! the likely to suffer the same fate! A candidate or work and came Jt should be noted that this $ 
Jte law had eves to detect this.aigher | (It is expected to lose” thel aign or be an agent for any monstrous law prevents not only | 
5 i e E e other candidate. No procedure a few Individuals to come Into the | 
| 
: 


Pulwama + - Electorate : 28,919: | 1 


moe 


etm PIS I 


ft He hewev Ü ñ 3 x No x : | 
État whether een. BASS: main | it is contesting from the Dojhas been laid down as to how mainstream o? national life but 
blessed anyone or not ii S54 334 : : ‘this is to work. Jt thus gives lakhs of Kashmiris. are affected. 
yone not the Con- There will be keen cont power of blackmailing and obs -—Yours etc. 

structing elections to _ political MRIDULA SARABHAI 
opportunists in power. 31, Rajdoot Marg, 

After this monsterous law was Chanakyapur| New Delhi-21, 
enacted, efforts were made to ine January 22. 
iroduce a similar amendment in 
the election law of the country. It 31 
is reported that the Joint Com- ; Ps 3 y 
mittee of the Hauses of Parliae Sir,—it is murprim d that Sheikh 
ment on amendments to the elec- Abdullah an the . Plebiscite 
tion laws strongly protested against Front are not to be allowed to 
it and the idea was dropped. I? con the com ag y 
of the Walle ihe JANI Sang 5 i his amendment is considered anti- Kashmir, as stated by the e 
de tr E STMT Sangh | will be keen contests bet SERE for the rest of the Minister oi the State. The im- 


comes next with 32 candidates, follow- | pendents" and the Congress] country, how can anyone uphold position of such bans on an un- 


‘gress would win a comfortable™ls in 

ho A e ` -b: se , 

E i majority. Since the events inngress the urban seats, and pow 

Bangladesh the pro-Pakistan ele- unop- l qi ^ cr e 
|, ments in Kashmir had begun o5: in solidated their position m s 

wa reappraise their stand. E They include all the sew 

The political situation now was FT 


pendent" candidate seem to 


et 
"D 


BE vere Srinagar city, and those 0 
very healthy "on £ y» 
WI hata Ps Das | Sopore and Barmulia GI in 
ya Mr Qasim — announced a cash J wil | In Jammu city, the Sangh 
d mum A Rs 10.000 for Mrs Mali Ran- | best to face the Congress. 
; o has already been honouredfuency | dhar (Poonch) and Kathua 


d 


1 bv the Jamati Islami which has set | $ ; shmir? disputed leader and his party is z 
m E A DR ae uo m So far, neither Sheikh Al i o AUN Chief Minister of Sanamobratic Ed ^ Baa Mr. A. G. Goni 
i i as | Mirwaiz Farooq have indi Kashmir remarked that orders ment which boasts of up” Won—Congress 5 


preferences, But it is learnjon Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah holding democratic values. Such = 
extend their support to so and his colleagues would conti- Imposition will certainly create 8 (Cong) 14,300; M. S. Bhat (Jamat- 
A PI ue as, according to him, the time bad impression in the world. On ¿lslami) 5285. à : 

27 a Badgam: Electorate 28,675; votes 


2 put up nine candidates, all in Jammu, 
The Socialist Party has three men, the 


Swatantra three (a i e Valley). | +; : 
There ya AA dti | tion candidates. But the Perret ss - m 
>) practically from all places. The Jammu | should be able to take them on com- SF ¿gan AN p 17,853; invalid 567. Ali, MORE bs 
Se Shae E | fortably since only a few such can- E o Air (Cong) 8,448; Asha Syed AU > 
| (south) constituency has the largest didate aarti env. ¡PUBIS attention onis S (Ind) 5,918. AA 
T number of candidates. 16. Zadibal in | idates inspire any pup" * : ecessi j Udhampur: Electorate 33,177; vaild |f 
E Srinagar has 13 candidates, There will | Chief Minister Qasim's decision to JAR T ?7.—Sharp coming 4 votes 20,372; invalid. 66666 Dev D x 
| be eight straight contests, two in Jammu | ask senior Congressmen to look after vs dn the secessionist E an Saarma ae aa 12,111; Paras iamh e 
; Ue UNO RA A ARENIS sined considerably ; uses, S) 7.107. ATE 
and the rest in the Valley; twenty tri- | party affairs has helped considerably. pemg ae open en were freely Sefakadal: Electorate 33407, votes 


ers of 


angular fights, 12 in the valley and | They have been able to streamline the ) led 21287; invalid votes 21; Abdul 
morning over the ques" Front and < Rashid oni (Ind) 8050; Mir Mukh: 


| eight in Jammu. The main challenge | Congress election. campaign. Qasim is orning 
yarticipation in the forth- by  Maulai tar Kanth (Ind) 5970. 


P to the Congress comes from the Jana | also taking every care to remove all n den NE 
Í Sangh in.Jammu, and the Jamati Islami | doubts about some alleged behind the IIT ECCE Mausoodi à De nO: Sem ise 697; Mohd 
in the Valley. But in no case do these | scene activities by some Congressmen. = : x Bons Dees chali Cong) 14,148; Mohd. 
communal and reactionary bodies pose | He has suspended 47 partymen, includ- E eee — Eua Selian Shah (Jamat-i-lslam) 6774. 
| a threat to the ruling party, which | ing some sitting legislators for anti- te e DEM The outlé Gool Gulabgarh: Electorate 35,815; 

seems certain of retaining its majority. | party activities. He has also suspended ame pu Valid votes 25,082; invalid votes agi 
EX This may be slightly reduced, from its | the local unit of the Congress Forum DU do vius: ^ Mur Kara n EE un ERA A 
| present strength of 62. for Socialist Action after it was bronsi | OL NE X3 election o x : 
; CTS CHR US .| to his notice that the forum actec $ EA E or i : | 
Some prominent independents stand- | against the party candidates in some P eH V MESE Ape d ET Meum Bat 


ing from er- aces | | ub AR 
The National Conference, though unde greater confidence in the party and its T: LACAN S OC TA the Congress "with. the approval} 
! ; 1 ce, gh under $ ©} of Sheikh Abduliah”, the Plebiscite; 
dissolution, has fielded about a dozen Front. secretary, Mr Sadruddin; 
candidates against the Congress no- | Mujahid declared that the fron ; 
7 minees, “with the moral support of the | leadership had not taken any d 
M party." At least three of them could i cision in the matter so far 
| pose powerful opposition to the ruling 
party. A wide spectrum of indepen- 
dents, us also some of the Jamat can- 
| didates, have the support of the seces- 
| sionists, who continue to be active be- 
hind the scenes. 


JAMAT, SANGH: The Jamat by 7 : 
itself cannot hope to get more than (MESE Ni con idm X REC ide 
four to five seats though it has a fairly Wa ders m. AE V anc im uns El to 
well-knit organisation. Similarly in || E : $e PX Re a put WA yana EU people's wishes before his talksi- 


> Jammu, the Jana Sangh suffers from a jf | with Sheikh Abdullah. 
se ase eae qe ; i a But, the Maulana 


personally he was in favour Ji 


leadership. 


` When Maulana Mausoodi took WA 
the mike and referred to the me 
f participation in | rat 


——] participation in elections. Before 

"the Maulana ended his speech, Mr 
| Mujahid again got up to say that | 
immediate issues were withdrawal 
of ban on Plebiscite Front and 
restrictions on its leaders. 3 
This led to a free-for-all. The; 
Maulana threatened and pre 
vented from continuing his speech. 

When the Maulana, asked people 
to raise their hands in favour of 
| participation in. poll, a sizeable 

section of the audience did so. 


E -— 


nace Age 


amaat-e-Islami on the 


In the mid-term Lok Sabha elec. 
tions Mr S. A. Shamim had de- 
Teated Bakshi! Ghulam Mohammed 
in Srinagar district. The situation 
has since evidently changed in fav- 
our of the Congress with Mrs Indira trated not as much on the final out- 
Gandhi as its undisputed lea- > 
der. A fune of the Congress nominees in! 

No electoral understanding ls about a score of constituencies where! + 
possible between the two extre- they are facing strong rivals, whois 
mist parties, the Kashmir Jamaat- include several independents. 
In Jammu City, both north anaf 
. south seats are held by the Jana 
Election scene— Sangh. <A Congress victory heref 

will be a personal victory for Drim. 

z Karan Singh, Union Tourism Mi-| 

Kashmir nister, Both party candidates here |= 

are highly educated youngmen and 
are known fo be close to the former j= 
e-Islami and the Jana Sangh, which Sadr-e-Rivasat, The Jana Sangh, po 
pose the main threat to the Con- On its part, has made history by |) 
gress in the Valley and Jammu Setting up a Muslim candidate, Mr f 
region respectively. The Jamaat has Abdul Rehman. a powerful orator, fi 
set up 22 candidates, including two im an almost exclusively Hindu ff 
in Jammu region. The Jana Sangh Constituency of Jammu City North.| > 
has set up 32 candidates including Iu Leh, capital of Ladakh, Ku-| 7 
five in the Valley. shak Bakula’s right-hand man, Mr = 

The Jamaat position does not Sonam Namgyal, 2 Minister of State, 
appear to be strong in more than is facing a strong rival in Kushak 1 

ay 


n do t 
; safely taken granted once 
than 12 Roun’ Hien its staunchest adver- 
dents : saries accepi it as a matter of fact. 
parties 'The victory this time, however, will 
seats («be unique. Unlike in the past, this 
in the time it ijs expected to be a victory 

States ¿after a full fight. 
ing tot For the first time tn 39 out of 
- ollovthe total 42 constituencies in the 
Ithe eas Valley there is keen contest, The 
of full State Assembly has 75 members. 
—] Pradesh Five seats—three in the Valley, in- 
Isome Scluding the Chief Minister, Mr Mir 
change. Qasim's and one each in Jammu 
seats irand Ladakh—have already been won 
] Ed unopposed by the ruling party. For 
of 38, “the remaining 70 seats, the Con- 
| Himach gress has fielded 69 candidates, 
160 . Fi; leaving one seat to the CPI. No 
| the sea opposition party is contesting even 

| parties half this number. 
led Ass The Congress faces à strong 
Besic challenge in Srinagar and Jammu— 
| mentior which have seven and two constitu- 
| cipal reencies respectively, The contests 
their e have assumed unusual significance 
are: Hain view of the Chief Minister’s an- 
Akhil Inouncement that the Assembly elec- 
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five or six constituencies. And in 
Jammu rezion the Jana Sangh lea- (Turn to Page 7, Col 1) 


- 4 Mysore- 

| Shirome 

Mimani A 

14; West 

ENS Revolut 
123 Muslim 

^ and D 


T. 


d phang TOMAS y AM Bea e Yo 


| Group) 


7 | These figures are included in z 3 “of the Buddhist Action Committee. 1 
n the column "Other parties and : PER v ' 4By a strange turn of events, anel E 
= _. Independents.” The party position > SS 2 local Muslim Action Committee nas 12 
Ret Boa In the chart is based on the in- ; E started supporting bim. RA 
MN cory received irom the Cen- > ; 3 i Monk Tonden, manager of La 
— tral offices of the various par- } - : ^ ¥ À ^ |dakh's biggest monastry, Hemis Jaf 
SEN ties. SIE ge, VLL T Bie Wal, n ubt ow IA vg - à "whose head Lama is E a enneg 
j ly ir i is also learn 
ot Total Unopposed Congress- Congress- Jan Swatantra Socialist CPI CPM Other | |." eustody in Tibet, LI 
E av leáged his support to Ku 
Seats Returns N o Sangh parties & | E Je pl AUREAS in Ladakr t 
I Independenis | ffairs. MA 
A jet d 
y | | In all 336 candidates are in these 
ode EE EN 270 (230) 11 ( 0) 58 ( 3) 35 (10) 5( 2 60 2) SI | | field — 186 m the Valley, 147 inde 
Bihar I CORED 112 CI 0) 93: G0) EOS TR 28 ( 5) 20 ( à zai (dm | ROA Jimmu area and three in Ladakh Ba 
p nad PIS ads 257 (125) 271 (18) 270 ( 33) 78 ( 2) 261 (60 55 (25) 50 ( 2) 144 (50) | E Apart from the moin parties, th $ 
Go 30 D EE ED WA ORINOCO) 121 ( 1) Bee !Old Congress bas set up nine can 
Gui: rat 168 VE s EN d e 900 O GRO 744070) SEO) 50) 05 ( 28) PA didates, the Swatantra four, th 
Hai y 8 a AA MIL (C08) 10) 4$ (1) 17€ 0) 10( 0) 4C0) i Socialist Party three and the Hindu) 
Himachal Pradesh CES 81 (55) 124 ( 5) 19( 4) 1D SEDD 8" C0) Mahasabha one, 
TER G DET 68 (40) 18€ 0 S1( 7 10 2(0 12 4( 9) 
Madhya Pradesh SS GN)” "9 (00) vS20 COD. (S4 LC TOI. O 7 10€ Ole 0 C0) Women 
Man ae cade EN 2 Qu 23600) O OO O e QD d no) MES 
MID 60 1(Cong-N) 59 (1D 10 ¢ 11) 1( 0) 3 ( 0) 4 ¿ E 25 ( a ( D 103 ( Besides four Congress women cang 
Erhalaya 60 3(APHLC) 12 ( 4) 0) 0€ 0) 0 ¢ 0) 00 2¢0) O¢ 0) 184 ¢ 24) | didates, three other women hay 
AS as OE 212 (75) 176 (104) 101 ( 3) 028( 4 30( 3) 4(2 17 ¢ 1) 23 aan also entered the fray as indepen 
R RE T l(Cong-N) 88 ( 29) 8 ( 0) 32( 7) 4¢ 0) 702) 13¢ 4 17 ¢ 2) 26 CE ) denis. A Congress nominee, Muro 
ieu de 1(Cong-N) BTE US AA KA WA aa 981 ( 12) NN oo cS nae ery elected Un 
SS ) 3C 0 0( 0 0¢ 0 9 1 7 EXE opposed. 
je onm AS 238 (105) 6$ ( 2) 12€ 1 M AI J| ‘Originally, 22,86,544 voters werek 
(1) 00 24( 4) 41 (13) 208 (113) 191 ( 41) scheduled to exercise their fran- 


y 
| 
$ 
I 
p 
ao Ss Um. eo Gs) oao Er a T di - -| chise. With the uncontested return 
Total 2727 33 2497 (1408) 870 (218) 1228 (189) 348 ( 54) 656) (108) 335 ( 70) 458 (126) 4891 (391) Eu : of five Congress nominees, now 
au only 21,43,433 will go to the polls 
in the remaining 70 constituencies 
| 
E 
f 
ji 
| 


= | They comprise 11,45,956 men and 


Feb 2e, 1821. z 


9,97,477 women. It is only in Jam 
mu district, excluding Jammu Cliy, f 
that the women outnumber the meni 
¿24 by about 3,000. 
The country’s only Muslim ma- 
jority State, Jammu and Kashmir 
is itself a combination of three 


A > j units, Kashmir Valley, Jammu 1€- 
qe <- igion and Ladakh, which are dis- 
— 7 itincily different from one other not 
only historically and culturally but} 
-| geographically. ; 

j| Polling wil take place in fou 
‘phases. Doda, Rajouri and Poonchy 
districts will go to the polls ong 
; March 8, Baramulla on March 9, > 
‘Srinagar, Anantnag and Jammu ong 
i Leh on June 6. : 
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T WEEP FO 
: The Congress (N) is ¢ 


“of a resounding victory 
forthcoming Assembly el 


SINGULARLY little attten- 
*2 tion has been paid in India 
to all the implications of the 


; provisions in Constitution re- 

Ka Ai ana Pen lating to elections. The Cons- 

g s 10N} ttuent Assembly which framed 
,externment of all 


the Constitution was keen on giv- 
ing the Election Commission à sta- 
Ing tus somewhat esa mar of 

E^ s the Supreme Court. Tne wording 
RA er AEN of the provisions makes it clear 
ora new party, Lo whom beyond doubt that the superintend- 
—— we address our congratulal ence, direction and control of elec- 
¿Not India. It was Khan | tons, the preparation of electoral 
Ghaffar Khan who rolls and their revision and the 


| ý V^ y ct of a a ss be 
Sheikh Mujibur Rehma conduct of all elections should be 
ys? 


— rivals who might hav 
— tested either as 


: i A ! vested jn an Election Commission. 

| April that his only crimé There was an impressive body of 
— that he had won an eld opinion in the Constituent Assemb- 
—— Alas, it would seem. thal lY in favour of making the Elec- 


y^: tion Commission as independent 
‘sudden and dreadful as possible of the Government of 


pw: posed by those who have} the day. Three features were men- 

LX externed from or detain} tioned as essential for fair elec- 
‘Kashmir is that they mig tions: adult suffrage, free and 

^ secret elections, and the conduct of 

T ps unregenerate as to c elections by an independent Com- 
ithe elections and—too te 


mission set up under Union law. 
to contemplate — conceif ,. : 
even win some seats. hi Multiple Increase 
fifties and sixties this sof The case for the appointment of 
|! problem was overcome by three or five members to the Elec- 
ably rigging the electior tion Commission 1s immeasurably 


A stronger today than it was at the 
| Jammu and Kashmir. The | time of the first elections under 


has seen a change of style.| the new Constitution in 1952. It is 
“freedom of the polls is tj not sommenly DOMI that ed 
: 1 pansion of the electorate has been 
qM mannm or ba considerable with the introduction 

r4 alsi hat an of of adult suffrage. From 35 million 
and shameful manoeuvre| voters in undivided India under 
¡what a dastardly stab in} the 1935 Constitution, the num- 
back of Indian democracy ber of voters rose to 178 million 


ES R in 1952, to 193 million in 1957, 
Me neem for the 4 218 million in 1982, 250 million in 
y an ofi 1967 and to 278 million in 1972. 

spokesman of the State ( To yn reality into our gene- 
ernment on W 5 rai e ections it is necessary to in- 
of a series of ednesday çon sist upon a regular and frequent 
x vague assert revision of the electoral rolls 
without any supporting e| which is not possible at present 
“ence whatsoever. They | with only a single Chief Election 
¡credibility. As on the occa, Commissioner with all the nume- 


| s | Tous responsibilities assigned to 
1 | of the banning of the Ple! him. It is interesting to note that 
cite Front and the externm in Canada the control of elections 
EN of Sheikh Abdullah in Janu is in the hands of a body on which 
— 1971 the connection b | are represented Opposition groups. 

the latest punitive EM Dr Ambedkar, the Chairman nf 


; h 4 the Drafting Committee, was parti- 
and the forthcoming electi cular that the superintendence. 
vis too obvious and proximj direction and control of all elec- 
Mosbesmnissed.. Mr 'Moniud Hons should be vested-in a non- 
Karra, M party Commission. 

Iota ee Saeed Maso Another aspect of. elections In 
s were debating wi india concerns cases of corrupt 


practices, Some insiances have re- 
ceived prominent notice because ot 
the position of the candidates 
against whom such charges were 
levelled, There are three common 
allegations against persons misus- 
ing their official positions for be- 
ing elected to a legislature are: 
the use of such positions to in- 
fiuence voters through the offer 
of various inducements on the 
eve of elections; the use of offi- 
cial machinery, such as the dis- 
trict and revenue officials and the 
police, in support of their candi- 
dature; and the use of official 
conveyances for election tours. In 
one instance (Ghasi Ram versus 
Dal Singh, 1968) which went up 
in appeal to the Supreme Court, 
the Chief Justice drew, in his 
judgment, a distinction between a 
corrupt and an evil practice: “An 
election is something which must 
be conducted fairly. To arrange to 
spend money on the eve of elec- 
tions in different constituencies, 
although for general public good, 
is, when all is said and done, an 
evil praclice, even if it may not 
be a corrupt practice. The dividing 
line between an evil practice and 
a corrupt practice is a very thin 
one. It should be understood that 
energy to do public good should be 
used not on the eve of the elec- 
tions but much earlier and that 
even slight evidence might change 
this evil practice into a corrupt 
practice. Payments from discre- 


tionary grants on the eve of elec-- 


tions should be ‘avoided” 


Corrunt Practices 


The present electoral law also 
suffers from the defect that de- 
cisions in election petitions take 


inordinately long and involve con- 
siderable expense. On the subject 
of election expenses it must be 
observed that maximum limits 
laid down in the law bearin many 
cases no relationship to the ac- 
tual expenditure incurred by a 
candidate. There have been com- 
plaints of foreign money or black 
money flowing into election cam- 
paigns in India. 

The existing law relating to the 
accounts of election expenses suf- 
fers from two main drawbacks. 
The first is that the period of 
accounting is limited to the inter- 
val between the date of notifica- 
tion calling an election and the 
date of the declaration of the re- 


_suli_of the election. If the render- 


— ther or not to contest the elec- When every door is shut what | 


tions, and some of them were 


¿coming to Delhi to take counsel other than accept their lot 


with Sheikh Abdullah. Several try and break the house down? | eU 
can they turn other) : 


of them have been arrested. It To whom 


can these entrapped souls dol 


ori 


may be argued that Maulana than Pakistan or some exter- | 


, Masoodi reportedly 
2 Sa onable Dreh inSrinagar How 
about a month ago and that the loyalty? idi 
¡Political Conference, over which the iei er 
Mr Karra presides, is a seces- 
Sionist or pro-Pakistani lobby. 
If so it must be asked why 


¡Act or the Maintenance of In- official 


ternal Security Act and wh s 
the “threat” cE acre 


¿they might participate in the 
“elections? Begum Abdullah has 
been . externed because 
failure to do so last year en- 
abled her to campaign for the 
parliamentary candidates sup- enabled 
ported by the Sheikh against parliamentary 


prudently closed. Mohamma: 
"Sheikh Abdullah and the other $ oe 
others are negatively charged Are they 
by some for not speaking out all those 
on Bangla Desh or for the 
Sangla refugees. Tactically it 
would have helped them to 
have done so. But how can they weep for this “victory.” 


made an nal power and against India? | - Ys A 
can India claim their! > 4 = Me 


ofi 


: policy of anti- ms $ 
democratic repression is breed- E 
ing conspiracy and secessionism | ^ ^ $c 
that could otherwise be isolat- = — b 1 
action was not taken earlier ed, fought politically, and des- | 
¿under the Unlawful Activities troyed. What a sorry mark of ^ v 
Cups edes in the MESS 
ammu and Kashmir! 
sat” was only discover- who have on three ur ys 
¡ed after it became known that stood’ out against the invader! = 
Was it a crime or a threat to 
is the security of India that Mr 
the Shamim Ahmed Shamim, who 
is one of that new generation 
in Kashmir, should have been 
to win the Srinagar 


by g seat last 
the official Congress nominees, with the support of Sheikh "Abe 


This loophole is now being dullah against Bakshi Ghulam | 
What of all the 
Shamims in Kashmir? 
to be suppressed? Let 
| responsible for official 
Policy and all those who sup- 
port it think again, and think 
very carefully. Meanwhile we 


pes EE te is AA 


uy ap eas 


ing of accounts by candidates aná 
the prescription of a maximum 
limit for expenses are to have any 
significance, the candidates must 
be required to account for all 
expenses incurred on account of, or 
in respect of, the conduct and the 
management of the election, whe- 
ther before, during or after pol- 
ling. The second defect is that 
expenditure incurred by political 
parties for partieular candidates 
or groups of candidates sponsored 
by them need not'be included in 
ine accounts of the candidates. An 
obvious reform would be to insist 
on political parties accounting for 
expenses incurred by them in pro- 
moting the election of their can- 
didates. 


Drastic Amendments 


After the 1962 elections the 
Chief Election Commissioner ex- 
pressed the view in his report that 
the legal provisions relating to 
election expenses now in force are 
of no use and called for drastic 
amendments or total repeal. The 
report mentioned a case in which 
a candidate rendered his account 
of election expenses by means of 
à single entry, namely, the pay- 
ment of a lump sum to the party 
sponsoring his candidature. The 
Commissioner observed: "It might 
be that this was the only expendi- 
ture incurred or authorised by the 
candidate in connection with his 
election and, as such, the account 
was arguably, at any rate, in ac- 
cordance with the letter of the 
law, but certainly not in accord- 
ance with its spirit." ; 

Quite clearly the law, as it stands 
at present, is totally inadequate 
to meet all the ingenuities of a 
candidate to circumvent its provi- 
sions successfully and with impu- 
nity. The provision relating to 
election expenses in the first gene- 
ral elections was much more sirin- 
gent and: followed British practice. 
Parliament, however, subsequently 
modified the law and reduced it io 
its present unsatisfactory form. 

After the 1967 elections the Chief 
Election. Commissioner reverted 
to the point; “The legal provisions 
should be spelt out in greater de- 
tail so as to make them effective. 
In particular, there should be a 
provision which prohibits election 
expenses being incurred by any 
person other than the candidate, 
his election agent and persons 
authorised in writing by the elec- 


Hang Xo, 1275, . | 
orm Election Procedures 


By B. Shiva Rao 


tlon agent and which further pro- 
vides that where any such autho- r i 
rised person incurs expenses, he || E 


should furnish: a detailed return || js 
of those expenses to the appro- j| E 
priate officer. There should also | 3 

be a provision requiring the can- ji ] 
didate to declare that the account ji a 
lodged by him ıs true and com- ji A 
plete in every respect." "en 


Under the law as it exists, the 
Chief Election Commissioner has 
power vested in him to remove a 
disqualification. incurred by aji, 
candidate or to reduce the period 
of disqualification of a person Con- 
victed of corrupt practices or cer- X 
tain other offences for membership > 
of Parliament or of:a State Legi- : 
slature. In dismissing the applica- y 
tion filed by Dr M. Channa Reddy 2 
for the removal of the disqualific- E 
ation imposed by a judgment of £ 
the Supreme Court, the Chief T 
Election Commissioner pointed out: : j : 
“I cannot assume to myself the ` -4 
role of a super-Supreme Court 
and sit in judgment over the deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court to ex- 
amine whether the Supreme Court | 
has sifted, examined and assessed 
the evidence correctly. That would 
be, if I may say so with respect, ded 
derogatory of the dignity of the . E d 
supreme tribunal of the land. It 
would also be opposed to the 
language, spirit and principle of 
article 141 and article 144 of the 
Constitution.” 


F / 
Selection Process 


Such a forthright. statement by 
the Chicf Election Commissioner 
supports the conclusion that the 
power vested in the Election 
Commission for the removal or 
íhe redüction of the period of dis- 
qualification should no longer be 
retained on the statute book. 

It may also be relevant to refer 
to the procedure followed by all 
political parties in Britain in 
selecting candidates for vario! 
constituencies. The central off 
of a party is asked to submit 
constituency (by the Chairm 
the Association concerned), 
liminary list of suitable 
From this list, containin e, 
the names but the dele 
ot the persons menti: 
is prepared of poss‘ 
Such a panel may 
to the constituer 
view. Each appilé 
to make a short SPA, 
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| THENEVER a new vo- 
E. lume of Gandhi's col- 


lected works comes along, I 


\leave everything else. aside— 
jaye, even an Asimoy—to 
¡spend an hour or two in the 
¿company of a mind that is at 
‘once breathtakingly original and 
Į childlike in its freakishness. I 
like to take my Gandhi whole— 
"the innovation and the innocence 
!in one gulp. Spit out the freaks 
land vou miss the man. Dilute his 
| innovative genius and you miss 
|the message. 
The present two volumes*—an 
t easy thousand pages—cover rough- 
! ly the first nine months of 1934. 
| Gandhi was 65. The Salt March 
; of 1930, when he rose to the 
! peak of his career, was already a 
| fading memory. Although he was 
,in the midst of his Harijan tour, 
¡ which was to take him to the far 
corners of the country, there is 
j no doubt that the period of his 
* decline had begun. Decline? I 
, can see angry frowns around me. 
; But patience, dear reader. No 
f man can remain at the top all 
Rthe time. Finitude, of which de- 
iclination is a major symptom, 
1s inbuilt in everything that is 
mortal. No good shedding tears 
| Oyer it. In Gandhi's life the high- 
i põnts are roughly 1910, 1920 and 
| 1939. Thereafter, it is a slow but 
perceptible decline. à 
Gandhi knew it—but, alas, not 
| his colleagues. Take this letter to 
i Vallabhbhai Patel (58:403) 
| wherein he discusses his im- 
| pending retirement from the Con- 
i gress. "It is not with a light 
\heart,” he writes, “that I leave 
this great organisation. But 1 feel 
that my remaining in it any longer 
Bis likely to do more harm than 
good. 
“I miss at this juncture the 
association and advice of Jawahar-^ 
Jal who is bound to be the 
rightful helmsman of the organi- 
sation in the near future. I have 
itherefore kept before me his great 
Pi ure 
! "] fear none of the consequence 


¡“THE COLLECTED WORKS OF 
MAHATMA GANDHI: Vol- 
umes 57 and 58 (The Publica- 
tions Division, 
India, Rs, 9 each) 
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dreaded by ,some friends, for I 
know my ground. A tree is no 
more hurt by a ripe fruit falling 
from it than would the Congress 
be by my going out of it. Indeed, 
the fruit will be a deadweight if 
it did not fall when it was fully 
ripe. Mine is that condition.... 

"I wish that those who strong- 
ly disapprove of my method 
would  outvote me and compel 
my retirement. I have tried to 
reach that position but -I have 
failed. They would cling to me 
ull the end!” 

To dismiss this as a political 
stratagem would be the height of 
folly. Of course, Gandhi had many 
tricks up his sleeve, but this 
wasn't one of them. This is wis- 
dom of the very highest order. As 
a study in contrast, one may 
start counting the over-ripe fruits 
that refuse to fall in the India 
of today. Perhaps they are kept 
in place by adhesive tape! But 
the tape can't stop the inner rot, 
can it? May the Lord help us all! 

The volumes also bring to mind 
the, beginnings of Congress socia- 
lism. Here is how Gandhi react- 
ed (58:275) to Narendra Deva's 
draft socialist’ program for the 
Congress. "I plead.” he wrote, 
“for a drastic revision of the 
whole constitution. We are both 
labouring under a heavy handicap 
in that Jawaherlal, who has given 
us the manira òf socialism, is 
not in our midst; and I consider 
him to be the natural wearer of 
the Congress crown of thorns, 
when I and other elderly men and 
women have been permitted to 
take well-deserved rest. 

“I feel sure that.if he was in 
our midst, he would have hasten- 
ed slowly. I suggest your present- 
ing the country with practical 
socialism, in keeping with Indian 
conditions, instead of scientific 
socialism as program has 
been called.” : 

Gandhi also took issue with Mr. 
M. R. Masani in a similar vein. 
*[ welcome." he wrote, "ihe rise 
of the Socialist Party in the Con- 
gress. But.I can't say that I like 
the program as it appears in the 


your 


Amt 


printed pamphlet. It seems to me 
to ignore Indian conditions; and 
I do not like the assumptions 
underlying many of its proposi- 
tions, which go to show that 
there. is necessarily antagonism 
between the classes and the mas- 
Ses, or between the labourers 
and.the capitalists, such that they 
can never work for mutual good. 
My own experience, covering a 
fairly long period, is to the con- 
trary.” (58:75) 

Granted. But what was Gan- 
dhi's idea of socialism? A motley 
crowd of zamindars once came 
to him in a panic. They said: 
"The new Socialist Party in the 
Congress threatens the extinction 
of private property. Will you pre- 
vent it from doing so?" 

Gandhi first spoke some words 
of assurance: “My object is to 
reach your hearts and convert 
you, so that you may hold all 
your private property in trust for 
your tenants. and use ‘it’ primari- 
ly for their welfare" Then he 
sprang on them! like a tiger. “I 
must warn vou," he said, "that the 
ownership of your land belongs 
as much to the ryots as to you. 
You must.not  squander your 
gains in luxurious or extravagant 
living. You must use them for 
their well-being." (58:247) 

So much for Gandhi's social- 
ism—which was neither fish, flesh 
nor good red herring. “A strange 
way of dealing with the subject 
of. socialism," mused Nehru, 


sarcastically, “A person who 
declares himself to bc an engine- 
driver and then adds that his 


engine is of wood and is drawn 
by bullocks is misusing the word 
engine-driver." (58:463) 

Let's now have a uick peek 
ar Gandhi the freak. ‘On [ER 
15. 1934; when he was some 2,000 
miles away in Tuticorin, in the 
Course of his Harijan tour, a de- 
Vastating earthquake littered vast 
areas of Bihar with rubble and 
corpses. The: super Salesman in 
Gandhi—forget the humanitarian 
for the time being—was quick to 
seize such excellent copy. His 
very first public utterance, after 
the news of the disaster reached 
| him, is characteristic. > 
| "I want you,” he exhorted his 
| audience, “to be superstitious 
enough .with me to believe that 
earthquake is a divine chastise- 
j ment for the great sin we have 
| committed and are still committing 


against those whom we describe 
as untouchables.” (57:46) . 

At meeting after meeting 
Gandhi went on in this strain 
using Bihar to boost up his Hari- 
jan cause—somewhat like a John 
the Baptist on the run. Until 
angry telegrams were hurled at 
him from far corners of the 
country: “Must Mahatma fiddle 
while Bihar is burning?” But, like 
all great men, Gandhi was un- 
movably procrustean. 

"Such calamities,” he argued, 
"are not a mere caprice ol the 
Deity or Nature. They obey fixed 
laws, as surely as the planets 
move in obedience to laws govern- 
ing their movement. Only we do 
not know the laws governing 
these events and therefore call 
them calamities,” (57:87) 

Just as Gandhi's socialism tax- 
ed Nehru's patience, so his earth- 
quake stunt provoked Tagore. 
"What is truly tragic," wrote the 
poet, "is that the Kind of argu- 
ment that Mahatmaji used, oy 
exploiting an event of cosmic 
disturbance, far better suits the 
psychology of his opponents than 
his own, and it would not, have 
surprised me at .all'if they had 
taken this oportunitv of holding 
him.and his followers responsible 
for the visitation of divine anger. , 
As for fis, we feel perfectly secure 
In the faith that our own sins 
and errors, however enormous, 
have not enough force to drag 
down the struciure of creation 
lo ruins. We can depend upon 
1, Sinners and saints, bigots and 
breakers of conventions" (57:503). 

"On the contrary,” 
dhi. "[ have the faith that our 
Own sins have more force to ruin 
that structure than any mere 
Physical phenomenon. There is an 
indissoluble marriage between mat- 
ter and spirit. Our ‘ignorance of 
the result of the. union makes ii 
a profound mystery and inspires 
awe in: us—but it cannot undo 
them." (57:166) ! 

An irate science student bom- 
barded Gandhi: "Why only 

“Bihar?” he asked. Gandhi was 
quick on his feet: "Why only 
‘Bihar and no other province? 
Who are we to put this question 
to God? His ways are inscrutable, 


' Hence where reason cannot func 


tion, it is faith that works.” 
Pick your choice, dear reader, 


Tagores logic- seems perfect, 
modern and streamlined. But 
Gandhi's antiquarian ^. insipht 


argued Gan 


"seems. a great deal more convinc- 


ing. Whether you call him a sales- 
man peddling all manner of nos- 
trums, a charismatic charlatan, a 
freak of nature, or a towering 
genius—there is no running away 
fram the fact that the wily Mohan- 
das always turns up trumps. In 
the end it' is he, not us, who has 
the last laugh. 

I have said this before 


must say if again: Gandhi's col- 
lected works are not just refer- 
ence books to collect dust on 
shelves. They must be compulsory 
reading for every man or woman 
who wishes to understand and 


serve India. 
7T. K. Mahadevan 
CE ie, 4 _ 
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MAHATMA GANDHI, Volume 
Nil, Parts IV and V (In the 
scries: Source Material for a 
History of the Freedom Move- 
ment in India): Edited by B. G. 
Kunte (Government of Maha- 
rashtra, Rs. 12 & Rs. 11) 


I" the recent past, while review- 
ing an earlier volume in this 
series, [ had occasion to censure 
the editor on grounds of negli- 
gence in collation, lack of critical 
discrimination and. ignorance of 
modern typographical manage: 
ment. The strictures seem to ap- 
ply to the present volumes also, 
but'I will not bore the reader by 
going into all that over again. 
Nevertheless, the waste of print- 
ing paper—a scarce commodity 
in our country—remains formid- 
able and I cannot let it pass with- 
out. grumbling. : 

But the first of the two volumes, 
I discovered almost by accident, 
contains two dainty morsels of 
history which, 1 am sure, will 
tickle readers’ palates no end. 
They take eight pages. in the 
book, but I'll retell them in no 
more than a couple of paragraphs, 

The time: 1933—when’ Gandhi 
had successfully bludgeoned the 


$ 


British government to allow him 
to carry on his campaign against 


untouchability. But, of course, he 
was not to make political state- 
ments. About this time, The Times 
an 


of India carried a report of 


eee JANO! tad 
in contemporary political eve 
“Oh yes," replied Gandhi 
only as a foreigner would. Ir 
them in passing. but I bestow 
tle thought on them.” 


An intrepid fóreign correspond- 


ent, Mr. S. Salivati of the London 
Daily Herald, “pounced on this 
piece of news and. sought the gov- 
ernment’s permission to interview 
Gandhi. To strengthen his case, 


Mr. Salivati wrote: "My position | 


js different from that of politi- 


cians who had been urging on: 


the government Mr. Gandhi's re- 
Jease. This is a simple request of 
a pressman for an interview. 


"The official noting on the letter 
recommended that the interview 
should not be allowed. To this 
R..M. Maxwell, home secretary, 
government of Bombay, reacted 


Message 


angrily: “I don't know why. there 
should be all this fuss about say- 
ing No to Mr. Salivati, who. is 
a journalist of very minor import- | 
ance." 
Minor or major, Mr. Salivati 
was not the type of newshawk ^ 
to be put off that easily. He-- 
caught on the word “non-politi- 
cal” and argued that he was Ln 
simply seeking permission “to see 
Mr, Gandhi on an absolutely non- 4 
political subject which has no- p 
thing to do with India at. all.” | E y 
And what was that? Explained the |. 5 — 


newsman; "Ihe Central European; 7 
situation is rather intriguing. The ee YA 
British United Press thinks that ia 
a couple of hundred words from g DEA 
Mr. Gandhi on ‘what should be 200. 
done to avoid a new war’ will be s 


read with much amusement (sich | : 
The question is purely of aca- i T 
demical interest, nothing to do |. 


‘with the Indian political question.” 4. 


But Mr. Maxwell was no suce i 
ker either! He noted on Mr. Salis | 
vati's letter: “The jdea of exploits | 
ing Mr. Gandhi in order to get a 
newspaper scoop is extremely ob- ya 
jectionable.” And he wrote to him 7 $- 
categorically ruling out en in f 
tervicw, And that was that. | 

The second morsel relates to an WAA 
"Open Letter to Mr. Gandhi” WA 
which the then senior sub-editor T 

of The Times of india, Mr. C; S. 
de Andrade, forwarded to the 

Neravada jail where Gandhi was. 

The letter said: “1 have been aske 

ed by the Universal News Agency, 


Necdless to say. the letter ne- 
ver reached Gandhi's hands! 5 

A patient and enterprising read- 
er will doubtless discover many: 
such interesting utbitss from 
these and other volumes to come. 
But their value to historians ĉan- 
not but be marginal. The crisis 
of our time is a crisis of excess. 
The information explosion is go- 
ing to bury us ali in a mountain- 
ous debris of paper and printing 
ink. How I wish we could re- 
turn to the old Indian idea of 


itihasa. 


